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A Fuel’s Paradise Grows Dark     

By Andy Caldwell 

   It appears that consumers are finally beginning to 

realize that the democrats’ war on fossil fuels is a war 
they can’t afford to win.  This war began in earnest 
during the Obama administration when he promised 
to shut down the coal industry which is still a predomi-
nant fuel source for much of America and the world 
(even “green” Europe is now going back to coal!). 

America enjoyed a brief interlude courtesy of the 
Trump administration, which achieved both energy 
independence and a reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions- go figure, but I digress.  The ongoing war 
on oil and gas then achieved warp speed the first day 
Biden took office.   

Consumers now know for certain, thanks to Biden be-
ing more truthful than he intended to be, that the only 
means to force the transition to alternative energy 
sources is to make all fossil fuels unaffordable and 
unavailable.  They consider unaffordable gasoline a 
success, despite the across- the-board impacts and 
the obvious gap in their plans to have an affordable 
and reliable alternative source of energy at our beck 
and command.  That is, the technology today doesn’t 
exist to replace all gas stations with charging sta-
tions.  Neither does the grid have enough power or 
distributive capacity to charge electric vehicles at 
home from existing continuously reliable sources, let 
alone intermittent wind and solar sources.  

The war on fossil fuels is a total war against all as-
pects of financing, exploration, transport, production, 
refining, and all forms of use.  The industry is thereby 
daunted and stalled by way of regulatory fiats and un-
certainties in making vital and timely investments, 
meaning there is going to be even more hell to pay in 
days and decades to come.   

Regarding finance, the left is pressuring and cajoling 
Wall Street to boycott and divest from fossil fuels, 
thereby robbing the industry of the money it needs to 
keep investing, developing, and producing assets.   

With respect to exploration, Obama and Biden have 
shut off areas for exploration and production, includ-
ing massive resources in Alaska and on federal 
lands.  Moreover, they shut down the Keystone XL 
pipeline that would have brought another 700,000 bar-
rels a day into our energy portfolio.   

The obstacles to transport are myriad.  For instance, 
San Luis Obispo County prohibited delivery of oil by 

rail to the Nipomo refinery that needed this throughput 
for economies of scale.  It is now permanently clos-
ing.  Exxon was forced to file a lawsuit against Santa 
Barbara County Supervisors because they refused to 
allow the company to truck oil while a pipeline that 
ruptured, some six years ago (through no fault of Exx-
on’s), runs through a forbidding and never-ending per-
mit process to rebuild.  In addition to eliminating our 
use of coal, the lefties in the Pacific Northwest en-
sured we could not build the ports needed to export 
coal either.  

Finally, there is the ability and wherewithal to produce 
and use the more than 6,000 finished products and 
derivatives of fossil fuels.  California itself initiated an 
emission credit auction that requires manufacturers 
and refineries to bid on credits to use fuel in their pro-
cesses.  Each subsequent auction includes fewer and 
fewer credits available for purchase.  Hence, the cost 
to produce goes up every year.  Moreover, California 
is also shutting down so-called natural gas “peaker 
plants” that create additional energy supplies during 
peak electricity-demand periods.  Newsom has also 
unilaterally declared California will cease selling new 
cars and trucks that run on fossil fuels.  And local ju-
risdictions are banning natural gas hookups for 
stoves, cooktops, and water heaters in new construc-
tion.  Meanwhile, California Attorney General Rob 
Bonta is suing oil companies for manufacturing plastic 
over dubious claims having to do with its life cycle in 
landfills.  

These actions portend nothing less than economic 
suicide. 



Supreme Court Overturns Roe v. Wade; Flagrant 
Hyperbole by CA Pols        
By Katy Grimes 

Volume 10 Issue 7  COLAB Magazine  Page 3  

    California to become ‘Abortion Sanctuary 

State’ so women aren’t kept ‘barefoot and     
pregnant’ 

The United Sates Supreme Court overturned Roe v. 
Wade Friday. 

Justice Samuel Alito wrote the opinion, and noted 
“The Constitution makes no reference to abortion, and 
no such right is implicitly protected by any constitu-
tional provision, including the one on which the de-
fenders of Roe and Casey now chiefly rely—the Due 
Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.” 

“Like the infamous decision in Plessy v. Ferguson, 
Roe was also egregiously wrong and on a collision 
course with the Constitution from the day it was decid-
ed,” Alito also said in the opinion. 

Within minutes, California politicians issued state-
ments full of hyperbole and deceit. 

“The Supreme Court is criminalizing women,” said 
Senate Majority Leader Emeritus Bob Hertzberg (D-
Van Nuys). “The majority’s theological bent wants to 
keep women barefoot and pregnant and is a throw-
back to when women were property and knew their 
place. That past is our future if Americans don’t wake 
up and vote.” Hertzberg is a lawyer. 

Sen. Scott Wiener, also a lawyer, was as hyperbolic: 
“Tens of millions have now lost their right to make de-
cisions about their own bodies and their own futures.” 

Gov. Gavin Newsom’s press office released a joint 
statement by governors of California, Oregon and 
Washington, announcing, “West Coast States Launch 
New Multi-State Commitment to Reproductive Free-
dom.” 

The “Multi-State Commitment” vows “to defend ac-
cess to reproductive health care, including abortion 
and contraceptives, and committed to protecting pa-
tients and doctors against efforts by other states to 
export their abortion bans to our states.” 

Within hours, President Joe Biden claimed the Su-
preme Court overturned a “constitutional right,” and 
said the decision takes America back 150 years. 

Except Roe v. Wade was not a Constitutional right, 
and Congress never codified the decision in law. 

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said the decision takes 

away “reproductive freedom” and “reproductive rights” 
for women. 

The Supreme Court merely sent the abortion debate 
back to the states to decide. 

Pelosi and Biden also said, “Abortion is on the ballot 
this fall.” 

It may be for some Americans, but polling on abortion 
shows that it is not a priority for most Americans 
against inflation, gas prices, cost of living, crime and 
quality of life issues. And 2/3 of Americans believe 
abortion should not be legal after the first trimester. 

Earlier this month, Senate President pro Tempore To-
ni G. Atkins (D-San Diego), Assembly Speaker Antho-
ny Rendon (D-Lakewood) and Legislative Democrats, 
in partnership with Planned Parenthood Affiliates of 
California and the National Abortion Rights Action 

(Continued on page 16) 



Silence Like A Cancer Grows         
By Andy Caldwell 
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  One deranged evil person bares the blame for 

what happened in Uvalde, Texas.  Nonetheless, the 
magnitude of the terrible loss was a compounded 
tragedy of errors.  Unfortunately, this is not unique 
regarding school shootings in terms of missed warn-
ing signs and abysmal personal failures on the part of 
adults and society in general.   

Regarding Uvalde, consider the following allega-
tions.  Dozens of people on social media witnessed 
concerning behavior on the part of the shooter, includ-
ing four people who literally characterized him as a 
“school shooter” back in February.  A teacher at the 
school apparently left the security gate propped open 
which allowed the shooter to enter the campus.  Final-
ly, the incident commander decided to not storm the 
classroom, meaning cops waited outside in the hall for 
an eternity as children inside repeatedly called 
911.  These are just a few of the practical failures that 
the grieving families and those responsible for the fail-
ures will have to live with for the rest of their lives.  

In the larger scheme of things, I continue to be ap-
palled, but not surprised, that Congressman Salud 
Carbajal and his fellow progressives continue to push 
some form of gun control as a solution to this dilem-
ma.  Carbajal cites California as a model state in that 
regard.  Yet, as ABC 7 News in Los Angeles reported, 
the two states in the nation with the most mass shoot-
ings since the 2012 Sandy Hook massacre, are Cali-
fornia and Illinois, which by the way, are two of the 
states with the strictest gun control laws!   Moreover, 
the vast majority of these school shooters had no 
criminal record that would have prevented them from 
buying arms by way of mandatory background 
checks.  

What is even more appalling?  Where are all the peo-
ple who demanded that all “campus resource officers” 
be removed from school campuses claiming these 
cops “intimidated” students of color?  Add to that the 
absurdly meaningless value of “gun free zone” sign-
age on school campuses across America.  What 
would have happened if the Uvalde school resource 
officer had been on campus that hour when tragedy 
struck instead of being “minutes away”? 

That brings up the proverbial problem.  Cops are al-

ways minutes away when every second mat-
ters.  Moreover, we have created an atmosphere of 

intimidation and second-guessing, replete with prose-
cution when it comes to allowing cops to make       

(Continued on page 15) 
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San Fran Dumps Its DA           
By Steven Greenhut 
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   If the June 7 top-two primary results are any indi-

cation, California continues along its merry path of 
electing and reelecting progressive Democrats to eve-
ry statewide office no matter what political crises swirl 
around the state. All the usual suspects — from Gov. 
Gavin Newsom to U.S. Sen. Alex Padilla — topped 
the vote tallies. They likely will cruise to victory in the 
general election. 

Yet in perhaps the biggest statewide political story of 
the year, the most left-wing big city in America has 
continued its push in a rightward direction. “Right” is a 
relative term, of course, but San Francisco voters ap-
parently have tired of the social-justice warriors who 
have controlled key offices there and have been un-
ceremoniously dumping them from office. 

In this month’s city election, voters recalled District 
Attorney Chesa Boudin by a stunning 60 percent to 40 
percent margin. In February, San Franciscans re-
called three left-wing school board members who 
were more interested in renaming the city’s schools 
than reopening them after the pandemic. The mes-
sage from both elections was resounding. 

San Francisco voters will tolerate a lot of blather, but 
ultimately they want their elected officials to tend to 
their jobs rather than use their positions to pursue bi-
zarre ideological flights of fancy. Boudin, whose par-
ents were members of the radical Weather Under-
ground, was a caricature of the latter — especially in 
a city that’s experiencing a disturbing crime wave. He 
even worked as a translator for Venezuela’s late so-
cialist dictator Hugo Chávez. 

Boudin is part of a movement of “progressive prose-
cutors” who, emboldened by Black Lives Matter pro-
tests, claim to pursue justice and not just convictions. 
I’ve applauded that general idea, given that prosecu-
tors are legally supposed to prioritize the promotion of 
justice, but that’s not exactly what Boudin and some 
of these DAs are all about. 

Conservatives have also understood that prosecutors 
often abuse the sentencing-enhancement process to 
coerce defendants into copping a plea rather than go-
ing to court and chancing an outrageously long prison 
sentence. They also know that police often abuse 
their authority — and yet DAs rarely prosecute dirty 
cops, which would create blowback from the police 
unions. 

The conservative group, Right On Crime, has long 
called for a “cost-effective” criminal justice approach 
“that incapacitates dangerous offenders and career 
criminals but which is not used in such a way that 
makes nonviolent, low-risk offenders a greater risk to 
the public upon release than before they entered.” 
There’s nothing wrong with reforming this bureaucrat-
ic system or limiting prosecutors’ misuse of, say, the 
asset-forfeiture process. 

But, in reality, such prosecutors often enacted a pro-
gram of hard-and-fast rules that seemed as uncon-
cerned about justice as anything coming from tradi-
tional DAs’ offices. They would never prosecute juve-
niles as adults — even when teens committed hei-
nous crimes. They stopped sending prosecutors to 
parole hearings, which meant their offices would rare-
ly oppose the parole of a violent criminal. They op-
posed the death penalty in every instance. They bat-
tled “over-incarceration” by sometimes allowing dan-
gerous criminals back on the street. 

National Public Radio got to the heart of the problem 
in a recent analysis. It interviewed John Jay College 

(Continued on page 12) 



Don’t Tell Us It’s Raining!        
By Andy Caldwell 

duction and stymy future investment in this vital sector 
of our economy, we are simultaneously breaking the 
bank and the supply chain of some 6,000 products 
that are used to manufacture every other single prod-
uct we rely on every day to live in modernity.  They 
rammed our economy into this berg full speed ahead 
even though it would rationally take decades to transi-
tion away successfully and carefully from fossil fuels 
and their derivatives.  

Americans, one paycheck away from abysmal levels 
of poverty, have never in their lifetime been stretched 
by the related costs of food and fuel as they are to-
day.  For instance, gas stations are refitting their 
pumps to brace for gas prices exceeding $10.00 a 
gallon, meaning many people will not be able to afford 
to drive to work!  Here in California, our water supplies 
have been so squandered (50% of our water is being 
wasted on environmental pipe dreams), and diesel 
prices are so high (which begets unsustainable fertiliz-
er and transportation cost barriers), our farmers can’t 
afford to plant, grow, and ship our food.  As they go 
broke, the world will go hungry.  

The real transition of “build back better” has torpe-
doed the US economy, thereby creating the necessity 
for a mammoth salvage operation.  As the old saying 
goes Joe Biden, don’t spit on us, and tell us it is    
raining.  
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   Imagine booking passage on the Titanic.  You are 

excited and intrigued for several reasons, not the least 
of which is the luxury and safety of the ves-
sel.  Whereas, the concept of the luxury speaks for 
itself, the degree to which the crew members of the 
Titanic believed their ship was unsinkable made all 
the difference in the world as they threw caution to the 
wind and failed to do their best to identify icebergs 
and avoid them at all costs.  The rest is history, or is it 
our future?   

Consider some rather ominous titanic analogies to 
Joe Biden’s empty campaign promise to “build back 
better”.  That is, as a voter, some of you purchased a 
ticket on this vessel, while the rest of us were shang-
haied.  Nevertheless, knowing that we hit an iceberg 
and the ship is sinking, what do you think of the proc-
lamation from Captain Joe that we have nothing to 
fear because as the ship, that is our economy, goes 
underwater, we are simply “transitioning” the ves-
sel!  Of course, there is no transitioning.  Our econo-
my is simply drowning in red ink, weighed down by 
inflation, and sinking into fiscal oblivion. 

Let us consider the icebergs that sank our econo-
my.  First was covid.  Well, not covid exactly, but the 
economic shutdown initiated by government that 
deemed entire sectors of our economy as “non-
essential”.   Proceeding from bad to worse, our gov-
ernment then printed and borrowed trillions of dollars 
in “free money” (a luxury tax of epic stupidity) that was 
doled out to individuals who made more by staying 
home than going to work, the private sector that re-
ceived forgivable loans, and the public sector that re-
ceived stimulus and relief money.  Hence, as the shut-
down broke supply chains, the free money triggered 
the worst inflation we have seen in more than 40 
years.  And the damage is far from over.   

The biggest iceberg of all?  The war on fossil fuels 
which was entirely avoidable.  That is, Captain Oblivi-
ous purposely rammed this iceberg!  The economic 
illiterates in government and their environmental cro-
nies duped people into believing that climate change 
presents an existential crisis.  Hence, all caution was 
thrown to the wind as they forced this transition that is 
sinking our economy in complete disregard that up-
wards of one-half of every barrel of oil is used to make 
something other than fuel.   

Hence, as we shut down our oil, gas, and coal pro-



We’re Forgetting Fathers When It Comes To Solving 
Abortion And School Shootings  
By Rachel Alexander 
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   Father’s Day is coming up as well as Juneteenth, a 

reminder about the sad situation of many fathers, es-
pecially black fathers, who are not involved in their 
children’s lives. Two issues in the news lately directly 
related to this are the Supreme Court’s forthcoming 
opinion reversing Roe v. Wade and an epidemic of 
mass shootings, particularly school shootings. People 
are rushing to propose solutions, but most of them fail 
to mention the glaring elephant in the room — ab-
sence of fathers. Hardly anyone ever talks about fa-
thers’ rights to their babies when abortion is brought 
up, and hardly anyone ever observes the common 
denominator when it comes to school shootings; the 
lack of fathers in the troubled teenage boys’ lives.  

One man has been tirelessly talking and educating 
people about this crucial aspect for years, Dr. Warren 
Farrell. Farrell is author of The Boy Crisis, which he 
briefed the White House on under President Donald 
Trump, and which led to legislation on the Fatherhood 
Crisis being signed into law in Florida by Gov. Ron De 
Santis.  

Farrell studied school shootings and determined the 
factor that should be looked at — instead of blaming 
access to guns, Great Replacement-style hatred, 
mental illness, or violence in the movies and video 
games — is whether the boys had their fathers in their 
lives. We know the backgrounds of six of the seven 
school shooters in the 21st century who killed 10 or 
more people, and all six of those boys were deprived 
of their biological fathers.  

Uvalde shooter Salvador Ramos’s father was rarely 
present in his life. The teen suffered from a speech 
impediment that he was bullied over, and barely failed 
to graduate from high school. He got into a dispute 
with his grandmother over not graduating, which led to 
him shooting and killing her before he went on his 
shooting spree at the school. The guns were his way 
of saying, “I have a type of power,” Warren said, 
“they’re compensations for his powerlessness.”  

All 63 of the largest developed nations are suffering 
this boy crisis. Guns merely serve to magnify the 
problem.    

Now look at teenage girls, Farrell advises. “Our 
daughters live in the same families, with the same 
family values, and have the same access to the same 

guns, and the same video games, and the same 
media, and they suffer similar mental illnesses.” So 
why aren’t there teenage girl shooters?  

“Boys whose pain is ignored will communicate their 
pain as loudly as they can, with guns as large as 
they can get,” Farrell believes. In school, boys often 
learn about toxic masculinity, male privilege, the op-
pressive patriarchy and that the future is female. 
This does not inspire a boy for their future. In all 63 
developed nations, boys fall behind girls in almost 
every academic subject, especially reading and writ-
ing, which are the biggest predictors of success or 
failure.  

Conservatives say toxic masculinity is a myth, 
whereas liberals talk about male privilege. But   

(Continued on page 10) 



There Is No Pill For That!   
By Andy Caldwell 

drugs).   

Hence, the negotiations in Congress about restricting 
firearm access to certain people who might pose a 
threat doesn’t address the underlying problem of why 
so many people experience serious emotional and 
mental issues.  I believe it has everything to do with 
our abandoning ageless biblical principles of faith and 
discipline in life, love, and yes, counseling regimens 
administered by people who have familiarity and 
earned authority in our lives.  Instead, we rely on virtu-
al strangers with a prescription pad who fail miserably 
in understanding and addressing our problems and 
difficulties.  That is, psych drugs treat symptoms ra-

(Continued on page 14) 
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   Regarding the Uvalde school massacre, I ask 

again, why does this keep happening?  I believe 
America has a hole in our soul, as the word psycholo-
gy derives from Greek roots meaning study of the 
psyche, meaning the soul.  In times past, soul care 
was a combined function of faith, family, and commu-
nity.  But a little over a hundred years ago, we relegat-
ed soul care to psychologists and psychotherapists 
who have an entirely different approach, and the re-
sults are both abysmal and appalling!  

Relatedly, this week, county supervisors basically rub-
ber stamped a $1.4 billion budget.  One area that 
should get great scrutiny are county mental health 
programs that have a budget upwards of $144 million, 
or one-tenth of the total monies expended.  (That fig-
ure does not include drug and alcohol programs or 
social services, as that is another $250 million, year 
after year after year!)   

County supervisors should ask why isn’t anyone get-
ting better despite spending hundreds of millions of 
dollars year after year, and what about the efficacy of 
the drugs administered to mental health patients?  For 
the underlying tragedy in America has to do with the 
fact that America is hooked on drugs (legal and other-
wise!).  That is, nearly 1 in 4 Americans are taking 
some form of legal psych drugs, some 77 million peo-
ple, including nearly 7 million children under the age 
of 17.   

The pharmaceutical industries suppress relevant re-
ports on this subject matter, as reported by the mental 
health industry watchdog, the Citizens Commission on 
Human Rights International.  That is, irrespective of 
27 international drug regulatory warnings on psychiat-
ric drugs citing effects of mania, hostility, violence and 
even homicidal ideation, there has yet to be a federal 
investigation (Hello, Congressman Carbajal!) on the 
link between psychiatric drugs and acts of senseless 
violence.  

Moreover, at least 37 school shootings and/or school-
related acts of violence have been committed by 
those taking or withdrawing from psychiatric drugs 
resulting in 175 wounded and 82 killed (in other 
school shootings, information about their drug use 
was never made public—neither confirming nor refut-
ing if they were under the influence of prescribed 
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California’s Budget Is A Scam     
By Jon Coupal 
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   Once again, the California Legislature has en-

gaged in the most meaningless exercise imaginable – 
passing the state budget. In other states, where pro-
gressivism is less dominant, the annual budget is an 
important legislative act. In California, it means squat. 

If the enactment of the annual budget is so pointless, 
why does the legislature even bother to pass it? The 
answer is simple. The Constitution requires the pas-
sage of a budget bill in order for members of the Leg-
islature to receive their paychecks. 

It wasn’t always this way. But in 2010, the legislature 
put Proposition 25 on the ballot. Entitled the “On-Time 
Budget Act of 2010,” its real purpose was to repeal 
the requirement that the budget bill receive a two-
thirds vote of both houses. Knowing that voters are 
rightfully suspicious of lowering any vote threshold, 
the legislature voters sold the proposal by saying that, 
if they approved Prop 25, budgets would be passed 
on time, with greater transparency and that legislators 
would forfeit their pay if the budget was late. All three 
of these representations were lies. 

The reality is that since Prop. 25 passed, California 
has no budget process. The “budget bill,” which is 
supposed to be a comprehensive spending plan for 
the fiscal year reflecting the policy priorities of the 
state, has now morphed into an ongoing legislative 
process that has no beginning and no end. “Budget 
bills” are now being enacted nearly a year after the 
June 15th deadline, despite legislators being able to 

collect their paychecks in the meantime. 

After Proposition 25 became law, dozens of bills have 
been designated as “budget related” even though they 
have nothing to do with the budget, just to take ad-
vantage of Prop. 25’s easier rules for passing bills. 
Many bills that would otherwise require a two-thirds 
vote can suddenly become an “amendment” to a 
budget bill, and then they can be passed with only a 
simple majority. There’s no requirement for a hearing 
in the legislative committee that has jurisdiction over 
that area of policy, and the public has no opportunity 
to submit public comments or to question their repre-

(Continued on page 11) 



We’re Forgetting Fathers When It Comes To Solving 
Abortion And School Shootings cont. 

As for the B, Dads should have birth control responsi-
bilities, but sadly pharmaceutical companies have 
shown no interest in marketing a birth control pill for 
men, despite the technology finally becoming       
available.  

Unfortunately, when Farrell goes into court to testify 
about fatherlessness, many mothers’ attorneys shut 
him down, they try to stop him before he even starts 
talking. They do everything they can to distract the 
judge and interrupt him. The reality is, the court of law 
is the last place where we should be addressing this, 
he says.  

Farrell said the 1965 Moynihan report is still true to-
day, which found that the breakdown of marriage in 
black communities was responsible for poverty and 
related problems. The left is hurting black families the 
worst by not acknowledging the need for fathers; 
while 19% of white children live in a single-mother 
household, over 50% of black children do.   

Those familiar with Farrell’s work can’t decide whether 
he’s stating the obvious or something revolutionary. I 
think it’s both — something that’s just gone under the 
radar, since for various, unfair reasons society has not 
encouraged this type of thinking.  

Rachel Alexander is a political consultant (and editor 
and founder of Intellectual Conservative  
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Warren says there is such a thing as toxic masculinity, 
it just doesn't come from male privilege. It comes from 
training our men to be disposable in war, where you 
have to disconnect from your feelings. It’s a social 
bribe to devalue yourself. For example, he explains, 
“If a sergeant in the army makes a racist comment 
about your background, and you object, you are 
laughed at and punished.” 

Farrell said several months ago a young man contact-
ed him and thanked him for his book, told him it 
stopped him from going on a mass shooting spree. He 
said he’d even written a manifesto in preparation. 
Through Farrell understanding what was going on in 
his head, it took away his energy of needing to be 
heard. Farrell, who specializes in couples counseling 
which he provides at Esalen, said about 80% of rela-
tionship issues can be solved by just hearing the other 
person out.  

In regards to abortion, no one is considering the fa-
thers’ rights, Farrell says. It’s a false dichotomy to 
make the choice only between the right to life vs. a 
woman’s body and the right to choose. We leave out 
the third right. That’s the right of the dad to allow the 
fetus to live, which should trump the right of the mom 
to kill the fetus.  

He describes it as the ABCs of abortion: Abortion, 
Birth and Caring. Caring is the dad’s right to be in-
formed immediately that the mom is considering abor-
tion, so he has a timely choice to legally decide 
whether he will legally affirm that he will care for the 
infant both emotionally and financially from birth to 
age 18. It’s not right that mothers get an exclusive 
right to decide whether to abort a child or put it up for 
adoption. Mothers only have to deal with the nine 
months of pregnancy, they can drop the baby off at a 
fire station and will not be required to pay child      
support. 

(Continued from page 7) 
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California’s Budget Is A Scam cont. 
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sentatives about their votes for the bill. 

The process is now so scripted, it makes a Kabuki 
dance look like improvisational theater. 

Longtime political writer Dan Walters labeled the 
1,000-page budget “another sham, drafted largely in 
secret with minimal public exposure and many blanks 
to be filled in later.” Even the decidedly left-of-center 
Sacramento Bee succinctly summarized the state of 
play with this headline: “California Democrats passed 
a fake budget so they could get paid. Taxpayers have 
to wait.” 

One party rule in California has resulted in the contin-
uing slide toward a corrupt and dysfunctional legisla-
tive body. Regrettably, that institution has, for the last 
decade, enacted laws intended only to cement their 
control of the state, and the Prop. 25 scam is just one 
example. As more citizens and productive businesses 
move out-of-state to escape the insanity, those of us 
who remain must continue to fight for meaningful 
change. 

Jon Coupal is president of the Howard Jarvis        
Taxpayers Association. 

(Continued from page 9) 
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of Criminal Justice Professor Peter Moskos, who ar-
gued that these self-style reformers aren’t focusing 
enough on public safety concerns: “The idea that if we 
just stop arresting and prosecuting non-violent offend-
ers and everything will get better is a dream world. 
We haven’t seen that happen anywhere.” 

In one notorious San Francisco incident, “a man driv-
ing a stolen car slammed into 27-year-old Hanako 
Abe and 60-year-old Elizabeth Platt as the two wom-
en were crossing Second and Mission streets in 
downtown San Francisco, killing both of them,” KQED 
reported. The alleged driver had been arrested and 
released before. That became the focus of a powerful 
anti-Boudin campaign ad. 

Now Boudin’s loss is prompting media analysts to 
wonder whether the criminal justice reform movement 
will falter locally and even nationally. If even San 
Franciscans have had enough, what chance is there 
for wide-ranging reform in less progressive locales? 

“The bitter, expensive recall election has turned into a 
referendum on some of San Francisco’s most painful 
and protracted problems, including homelessness, 
drug addiction and property crime,” the Los Angeles 
Times reported. “The election has also become a test 
for a liberal city’s appetite for continuing to pursue 
criminal justice reform.” 

Yet Boudin’s loss could actually be good news for a 
more thoughtful and genuinely reformist approach to 
the justice system. There’s no reason that prosecutors 
can’t do both things at once — promoting a more bal-
anced, justice-oriented system that seeks out alterna-
tives to incarceration when appropriate while also se-
riously prosecuting violent street thugs. 

In particular, we might now see a closer focus on 
keeping low-level juvenile offenders out of the justice 
system, which ends up serving as a breeding ground 
for a life of crime. “In many states, up to 80 percent of 
the youth who are incarcerated are rearrested within 
three years of release, and outcomes for youth on 
community supervision are often not much better,” 
according to a 2014 report from the Council of State 
Governments. 

Why fight over whether to lock up young offenders for 
decades or letting them go? Instead, we can look for a 

(Continued from page 5) middle path of seeking successful diversion programs 
that keep them out of the system in the first place. 
That might be an easier sell even for crime-weary San 
Franciscans now that they cast aside their overly divi-
sive and ideological district attorney, who turned such 
common-sense ideas into an ideological grudge 
match. 

It’s surprising that, as the Orange County Register 
opined, San Francisco might lead the way to a “more 
moderate political consensus.” 

Steven Greenhut is Western region director for the R 
Street Institute. Write to him at sgreenhut@rstreet.org 



 Dear COLAB Members,   

Did you know that lessening the burden of government is a bonafide and legitimate 
function of a charitable endeavor, i.e. a 501c3 tax exempt foundation?  Is that not a 
cause you can believe in and support?  Well, thankfully, COLAB now has its own 
foundation!!! 

COLAB can now raise funds from other foundations, as well as, individuals who don’t 
own their own business!  That means that everyone who contributes to the COLAB 
Foundation can write off their contributions. 

The COLAB Foundation is a public charity formed to procure funding for the Santa 
Barbara County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business (COLAB) and other se-
lect non-profit entities to advance education and science, combat community deterio-
ration and lessen the burden of government. 

Of course, the donations to the COLAB Foundation can only be used to educate the 
public about the work that COLAB and others are doing in our community, but we 
have been educating people all along!  

The COLAB Foundation! 

Donations are tax-deductible as a charitable contribution!  

Please send your contribution to: 

The COLAB Foundation 

PO Box 7523 

Santa Maria, CA 93456 

Or online at: 

http://www.colabsbc.org/COLAB-foundation-form.php 

Donations to the COLAB Foundation are deductible IRC 170 as the foundation 

is an IRS approver 501 C3 charity. 

Our EIN is 81-1088586 
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ther than underlying maladies of the soul. 

There have been many studies having to do with the 
breakdown and abandonment of the nuclear family 
construct.  This construct facilitated the inculcation of 
values and mores which served to establish and    
promote a stable and successful society.  The effect 
of this dissolution is profound, as the emotional, famili-
al, and civil impacts on our society is beyond compre-
hension.  Ergo, most criminals, including school 
shooters, come from broken homes.  Consider the 
fact that families started falling apart at the same time 
(the 1960's) that God was declared dead and numer-
ous people started taking drugs (recreationally and 
otherwise) and random (non-political or racist) mass 
shootings began to occur.    

The fact that most people no longer understand or 
maintain authentic soul care means their ability to find 
purpose and healing in this troubled world is lim-
ited.  For example, consider the kids abandoned by 
their fathers on this Father’s Day.  There is no pill for 
that.  Hence, droves of people continue to turn to 
psych drugs, rather than to spiritually effective soul 
care, to numb a pain that otherwise will never go 
away.  

(Continued from page 8) 
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split-second life and death decisions.  In this case, if 
the cops had burst through the door, there is no guar-
antee that they themselves would not have been 
wounded or killed, or that a child could have been 
caught in the crossfire.  What to do? 

Honestly, we are herein discussing peripherals.  The 
tantamount question is, why does our society and cul-
ture keep producing deranged, wicked, and evil peo-
ple, usually single young males, who prey on innocent 
lives?  I will share my opinions. 

First, we have become so secularized as a society 
that the spiritual life in America has become ane-
mic.  That is, there is a hole in the soul of this country, 
something politicians can’t heal.  Our only hope is to 
return to God.  For truly, what we are dealing with 
here is a cancer on our soul. The second reason is 
related to the first.  Young men in America have been 
emasculated by our culture, abandoned by manly role 
models and mentors including their biological fathers, 
and conditioned to violence by the media, rap music, 
and gaming.  Third, our justice system is toothless 
and ineffective.  Fourth?  Making everything 
worse?  Wokeness!  For example, the California State 
Senate , two days after Uvalde, voted to end a re-
quirement that students who threaten violence against 
school officials be reported to authorities.  Finally, the 
sheer utter violence of Uvalde, Columbine, and count-
less other places happens every single week in our 
inner cities to the shock and concern of no one.   Si-
lence like a cancer grows. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Full Service Culinary and Bar Catering 

The Premier  Caterer  in Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo Counties  

Since  1983 
“Locally Owned  by  Martin & Debi Testa” 



Volume 10 Issue 7  COLAB Magazine  Page 16 

Supreme Court Overturns Roe v. Wade; Flagrant Hyperbole 
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League (NARAL) California, announced their intent to introduce a Constitutional Amendment to “enshrine the 
‘Right to Abortion, Contraception.’” 

States have this right. 

Following the leaked United States Supreme Court draft decision on Roe v. Wade in which the Court voted to 
overturn the federal landmark  abortion decision and send the issue back to the states to decide, Democrats 
and the left claimed abortion rights will be struck down, and women will suffer “countless attacks on reproduc-
tive freedom and abortion access.” 

The reaction to the impending decision was mass hysteria and hyperbole by abortion proponents and activists 
– and California Democrats. Notably, California has the most Planned Parenthood facilities of any state in the 
U.S. “Of the 862,320 abortions performed in the U.S. that year [2017], 132,680, or about 15%, were in Califor-
nia,” Planned Parenthood says. 

Almost immediately, California Gov. Gavin Newsom, a father of four, jumped on the band wagon following the 
leaked decision: “Our daughters, sisters, mothers, and grandmothers will not be silenced,” Newsom tweeted. 
“The world is about to hear their fury. California will not sit back. We are going to fight like hell.” 

And Democrats vowed to draft and pass legislation to “to protect the right to abortion in the state constitution.” 

Last November 2021, Planned Parenthood reported Gov. Gavin Newsom and Democratic legislative leaders 
“have asked a group of reproductive health experts to propose policies to bolster the state’s abortion infrastruc-
ture and prepare it for more patients.” 

“Abortion providers are already girding for a surge in demand,” they said months ahead of the leaked decision. 

They planned ahead on this issue, obviously anticipating how the Supreme Court would rule. 

“Planned Parenthood clinics in California say they already serve about 7,000 out-of-state patients a year and 
are expecting a surge of new ones, especially in travel hubs like the Los Angeles area,” Planned Parenthood 
reported. 

“Abortion presents a profound moral question,” Alito wrote. “The Constitution does not prohibit the citizens of 
each State from regulating or prohibiting abortion. Roe and Casey arrogated that authority. We now overrule 
those decisions and return that authority to the people and their elected representatives.”  

Katy Grimes is Editor of the California Globe, is a long-time Investigative Journalist covering the California 
State Capitol, and the co-author of California's War Against Donald Trump: Who Wins? Who Loses? 

(Continued from page 3) 


