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Feckless Santa Barbara: Woke, Broke And On Fire 

By Andy Caldwell 

   A wise guy came up with a map of renamed Cali-

fornia counties.  The new names depicted the sobri-
quet of each county.  For instance, Kern County was 
dubbed “Basically Texas”.  Santa Barbara was 
dubbed “Usually on Fire”.  Not funny, right?  Well, the 
truth still hurts. 

My lifelong genius professor mentor friend has a fa-
vorite word.  Feckless.  I will save you the time of 
grabbing a dictionary.  Feckless means lacking initia-
tive or strength of character.  How could the Riviera of 
the West Coast, the home of the Montecito rich, fa-
mous, and beautiful, the home of world-class UCSB, 
be considered feckless?  Well, wake up and smell the 
embers. 

Whereas, some people are homeless through no fault 
of their own, instead of helping these people, your 
woke city council is trying to avoid spending $100 mil-
lion to relocate several hundred homeless people be-
cause they rightfully fear these mentally and emotion-
ally addled bums, derelicts, drunkards, and drug ad-
dicts will otherwise burn your town down.  After a doz-
en fires in the recent past, and the subsequent deadly 
Montecito debris flow, they finally figured that 
out?  Well, not exactly.   

The awful truth is neither the city council nor the board 
of supervisors have figured out anything.  They are 
still intent on protecting the fuel load in the name of 
habitat preservation and they keep doling out ser-
vices, read that all carrot and no stick, to attract and 
coddle more and more homeless into our communi-
ties.   

So, now we find ourselves trying to plead, cajole, and 
lure hundreds of “house-challenged” individuals from 
camping, replete with campfires, in our creeks, high-
ways, byways, parks, and beaches?  How does the so
-called birthplace of the environmental movement tol-
erate tons of trash, feces, hypodermic needles, stolen 
bicycles, couches, abandoned cars and the like being 
dumped into creeks and river beds that are otherwise 
considered sacrosanct?    

Well, it all has to do with the feckless politicians you 
keep electing time and time again.  They have mistak-
en tolerance for mercy and compassion.  The differ-
ence?  Tolerance withholds any form of                

judgement.  This mind set considers all these home-
less people to be victims that society failed.  None of 
them are held accountable for their criminality and the 
degradation they bring on this community or their un-
willingness to accept the help they really need.   

Instead, we are told we need to help them by throwing 
a house their way while virtually ignoring all their un-
derlying conditions and complicity.  Honestly, that will 
have the same result as when Dorothy dropped a 
house on the Wicked Witch of the West.  This may not 
be Oz, but it is the home of Oprah, and that is a dis-
tinction without a difference. 

These people are homeless because they burned 
every friend and relative they had.  Now they are fix-
ing to burn the town down.  In places like Kansas, at 
least in days of old, they had mercy and compassion 
on the downtrodden, but they also had reasonable 
expectations of sentient human beings.  That is, they 
would help the poor but not the shiftless.  And, if the 
shiftless posed a danger to society or themselves, 
they went to jail or an institution.  Pure and sim-
ple.  But, we don’t do that here anymore because 
“being homeless is not a crime”. However, building 
camp fires in dry brush is a crime!     

The only house that will help is some form of house 
arrest, replete with services, rather than countenanc-
ing a squatter settlement, the true hallmark of a third 
world ghetto, in the heart of Santa Barbara, at De La 
Guerra Plaza, no less.  Of course, we won’t arrest or 
institutionalize these people.  We are too woke.  We 
are too tolerant.  We are too progressive.  And, we 
are constantly on fire.    



BOMBSHELL: California Has 1.8M More Registered Voters 
Than It Should 
By Katy Grimes 
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   Election Integrity Project reports 

100,000 of them had their birth states 
changed from other states or countries to 
California 

California’s November 3, 2020 election was marred by 
significant voting and registration irregularities, says 
the Election Integrity Project® California, Inc. (EIPCa). 

The non-partisan organization analyzed the state’s 
official voter list of February 9, 2021 and reported its 
findings to California’s Secretary of State Shirley We-
ber June 17, 2021. “This followed EIPCa reports of 
2020 cross-state voting on April 30 and May 18, 2021 
that the Secretary has ignored.  EIPCa’s June report 
cites California’s election code that requires officials to 
provide timely answers to citizens’ questions.” 

“Many in the nation are questioning the validity of the 
2020 general election in their states,” EIPCa Presi-
dent Linda Paine said Tuesday. 

“Mass irregularities in California’s registration and vot-
ing numbers continue to erode voter confidence here 
and we are hopeful Secretary Weber will immediately 
address our questions.” 

EIPCa seeks answers to the following questions, on 
behalf of California voters: 

Why are there almost 124,000 more votes counted 
in California’s November 3, 2020 election than 
voters recorded as voting in that election? And 
why is most of the discrepancy driven by 116,000 
vote-by-mail ballots with no apparent voter identi-
fied in VoteCal’s voting histories?  

Why do more than 7,700 voters have TWO Novem-
ber 3, 2020 votes credited to their voting histo-
ries? These are two votes credited to each of 
7,700 unique (non-duplicated) registration ID num-
bers in the state database. This indicates mass 
double voting, a significant programming error in 
the state’s registration system, or both. 

Why does California have 1.8 million more regis-
tered voters than eligible citizens and why did 
this overage rise 72% in the 2020 election cy-
cle? Some counties have an astoundingly high 
number of ineligible registrants (see County list 
below): 

Sacramento County: 36,737, Orange County: 92,014, 
San Diego County: 247,671, Los Angeles County: 
1,138,910, even tiny Alpine County with 924 eligible 
citizens has 85 ineligible registrants. 

Why did California’s on-line and DMV registration 
systems change 33,000 foreign-born voters’ 
birthplaces of record to “California” or “United 
States”, potentially masking non-citizens un-
lawfully registered to vote? Similarly, why were 
76,000 birthplaces changed from another U.S. 
state to California? Click here for a chart of birth-
place changes. 

The EIPCa asks “why has the number of ineligible 
registrants grown over time? Why by 72% in the past 
year? 3b) What action(s) will the Secretary’s office 
take to correct these ineligible registrations?” 

• Between June 2017 and November 2020,        

(Continued on page 19) 
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State Budget Process Is Broken    
By Jon Coupal 
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  Well, they’ve done it again. Since the passage of 

Proposition 25 more than a decade ago, the California 
Legislature has passed what can only be described as 
fake budgets. The 2021-22 “budget” passed last week 
is no exception. 

Despite the self-congratulatory preening of Democrat-
ic leadership, the “on-time” budget is neither on-time 
nor is it a real budget. The bill laughingly labeled the 
budget bill (AB 128) is not a true annual spending 
plan for the state, as it leaves many issues unre-
solved. 

And how will those unresolved issues be resolved? 
Through open public hearings with input from all 
members of the legislature? Of course not. Substan-
tial provisions of the budget will be negotiated behind 
closed doors among just three people: The two Dem-
ocratic legislative leaders and Governor Gavin New-
som. Republicans, the media and the public are shut 
out of providing any comment or input. 

Longtime political writer Dan Walters called it “a self-
serving sham budget.” The Sacramento Bee hit the 
nail on the head regarding the real reason the budget 
bill passed last week with the headline, “California 
lawmakers pass budget that ensures they get paid — 
but still need deal with Newsom.” 

This perverted process came about thanks to the big-
gest bait-and-switch campaign ever perpetrated on 
California voters. Proposition 25, entitled the “On-
Time Budget Act of 2010,” contained three separate 
lies. First, voters were told that budgets would be 
passed on time, meaning June 15th each year. Sec-
ond, the measure would increase budget transparen-
cy. Third, legislators would forfeit their pay if the budg-
et were not passed on time. Each of those represen-
tations are so contrary to the truth that even Pinocchio 
would blush. 

Ever since Proposition 25 became law, dozens of bills 
have been designated as “budget related” even 
though they have nothing to do with the budget, just to 
take advantage of Prop. 25’s easier rules for passing 
bills. 

The majority party uses the “budget trailer bill” label to 
get around constitutional requirements for legislation. 
Some bills that would otherwise require a two-thirds 
vote can suddenly become an “amendment” into a 
budget bill, and then they can be passed with only a 

simple majority. There’s no requirement for a hearing 
in the legislative committee that has jurisdiction over 
that area of policy, and the public has no opportunity 
to submit public comments or to question their repre-
sentatives about their votes for the bill. 

Newly enacted laws typically take effect at some point 

(Continued on page 16) 
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By Andy Caldwell 

Volume 9 Issue 7  COLAB Magazine  Page 6  

   The dems are continuing to play dirty pool with 

Santa Barbara County's so-called politically Independ-
ent Redistricting Commission.  At their last meeting, 
they were supposed to fill a vacancy on the commis-
sion.  Their problem?  Only three republicans were left 
in the applicant pool.  What to do?  They illegally 
called for an "emergency meeting" within the regular 
meeting and a miracle occurred!  A democrat that had 
previously withdrawn from the applicant pool miracu-
lously reappeared to reapply and surprise, sur-
prise.  The raised-from-the-dead applicant was subse-
quently appointed to fill the position.  I wonder who 
made that happen? 

To give you a little bit of background on this commis-
sion, it has been created to draw the political bounda-
ries of the five county supervisorial districts which de-
termine the constituencies of each voting district.  As 
the saying goes, voters don’t pick their representa-
tives, representatives pick their voters by way of redis-
tricting. 

This commission was supposed to be free of partisan 
politics.  It has been anything but.  Each week, three 
democratic party operatives show up and have their 
way with the commission.  These include one of the 
largest dem donors in the region, Lee Heller, the local 
democratic party lawyer, Phil Seymour, and a demo-
cratic party employee, Spencer Brandt.   

Their first move?  They managed to get one of the 
nation’s top democratic party election law firms ap-
pointed as the commission’s attorney even though the 
firm’s initial bid was $100,000 over and above the 
next qualified bidder.  Moreover, the head of this attor-
ney firm, one Fred Woocher, was former county su-
pervisor Doreen Farr’s attorney in an election lawsuit, 
which meant he should have been disqualified from 
serving the commission.  Insult to injury?  His co-
counsel for Farr’s case was the aforementioned Phil 
Seymour!  Subsequently, COLAB, my employer, sued 
the commission. 

Where are the republicans and independents as this 
travesty unfolds?  Good question, considering, as the 
saying goes, this is for all the marbles. 

Some additional highlights in this saga?  Well, for 
starters, when the initial commissioners were picked 
by elections’ chief Joe Holland, county supervisors 
threw a fit because it was heavily loaded with white 
males.  Subsequently, three people of color who were 

picked to serve on the commission resigned.  Yet, the 
commission replaced all three of these people of color 
with white people, meaning the commission is back 
where it started.  Moreover, one of the three republi-
cans left in the pool was a Latino and the former 
mayor of Guadalupe.  He was summarily rejected for 
all the wrong reasons.  What’s worse?  Some of our 
local race hustlers publicly stated they were all good 
with that!  

Over the course of the next few weeks, the commis-
sion is going to launch a series of meetings by which 
they will invite the public to submit their ideas for the 
political boundaries of each of the five supervisor’s 
districts.  The genuine purpose of redistricting is to 
ensure that the political power of minorities is protect-
ed along with the political power of each community of 
interest, among other criteria.  What to look 
for?  Where does Isla Vista and UCSB land?  Forever 
and a day, they have been placed in the third district, 
a north county district for all intents and purposes, for 
one reason and one reason only, to control the swing 
vote on the board between the south county progres-
sives and north county moderates.   

The dirty little secret?  The south county politicos 
don’t want UCSB and IV in one of the south county 
districts either!  Therefore, placing IV in the third dis-
trict serves to cancel the vote of the students in the 
south and everyone else in the north!  A double win 
for progressives whose only goal is to stay in power.  



Tiers For Fears  
By Andy Caldwell 

has run its course?  Certainly.  Are they continually 
pushing an experimental vaccine on age cohorts who 
were never threatened by the virus in the first 
place?  That is affirmative. 

Having said all that, what worries me the most about 
all this is that Americans were all too willing to chuck 
their constitutional rights for a sense of security that 
was nothing less than illusionary.  States that reo-
pened long before California did, namely Florida and 
Texas, faired the same if not better than we did.  How 
could that be if we were all relying on “science”? 

Moreover, the illusion of security we embraced was 
not limited to health, but also to our finances.  By vir-
tue of the shutdown, businesses large and small, as 
well as, every resident, were forced to become de-
pendent on government largess to see us through this 
crisis.  The left in America is completely thrilled that 
they were able to successfully test the implementation 
of a universal basic income on an unsuspecting pub-
lic, despite the fact that this move has created unman-
ageable debt while helping to unleash monstrous in-
flation rates the likes of which we have not seen in 
decades.   
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   California continues to lead the nation from behind 

as it pertains to our emerging from Gavin Newsom’s 
lock down tiers.  That is, we are one of the last states 
in the union to open back up our society and econo-
my, notwithstanding Newsom’s order to keep wearing 
masks if you are not fully vaccinated. 

Personally, I determined that I didn’t want to die from 
covid nor would I live for it.  Hence, I carried some 
hand sanitizer in my pocket, wore a mask when I had 
to, and tried to enjoy life as much as our government 
would allow.  I can’t say the same for many of my fel-
low citizens.  They were, and still are, literally scared 
to death by this ordeal and accordingly, at a minimum, 
they lost a year of their lives. 

What bothers me most about this entire crisis is that it 
revealed a deeper crisis of the American psyche, 
body politic, soul and spirt of our country.  Never be-
fore in my life have I seen so many people so willingly 
sacrifice their freedoms for an illusion of securi-
ty.  Never before have I witnessed a similarly suc-
cessful mass propaganda campaign that served to 
cancel the voices of the most trusted names in medi-
cal research so effectively.  That is, yes the virus was 
real, but, no, the government could not keep us safe 
by way of a half-witted shutdown of our coun-
try.  Moreover, the scientists of renown who spoke of 
data holes in the infection rates, not to mention, exag-
gerated death counts, were canceled. 

Was the virus real?  Absolutely.  Do masks 
work?  Only the N95 version.  Did social distancing 
work?  No, because nobody could effectively practice, 
nor would they practice, the same at home.  Did the 
government exaggerate the number of deaths from 
covid and what constituted a covid case?  Of course 
they did.  Everyone who died with covid, even those in 
hospice from an existing precondition that had nothing 
to do with covid,  were deemed a death from 
covid.  People with no symptoms of covid were diag-
nosed as being infected if they had a trace of viral res-
idue detected by a PCR test that was never that accu-
rate in the first place.  Did our government here in 
America, for the first time ever, ban several different 
treatment protocols, such as Ivermectin, that proved 
useful throughout the rest of the world?  Surely they 
did.  Do we continue to live in complete denial of the 
reality of herd immunity that would inform us that we 
don’t need to keep wearing masks because the virus 



Actually, We Love California – And Want To Save It    
By Steven Greenhut 
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   Chatter about the “California Dream” has always 

been hyperbolic, but there’s little question that our cul-
ture here is less tied to fussy traditions than any other 
place in the country. Writers have waxed poetic about 
that dream for 170 years – and one can find endless 
essays that alternately promote or debunk the Golden 
State as a mythical land of opportunity. 

The notion, of course, started in the Gold Rush. “The 
promise of wealth forever altered the life expectations 
of the hundreds of thousands of people who flooded 
California in 1849 and the decade that followed,” PBS 
explained. The idea that one could achieve instant 
wealth morphed into a less-exciting reality, it noted, 
where it became tough to find gold and miners ended 
up working hard-labor jobs for mining corporations. 

The California Dream mythology received new life in 
the 1950s, where “fawning coverage in national mag-
azines and TV ads featured sun-kissed couples play-
ing tennis and cruising in their spectacularly finned 
sports cars on freeways that paralleled the shimmer-
ing Pacific waves,” Boom’s Rebecca Robinson wrote 
in a review of Kevin Starr’s history books. Plenty of 
writers have detailed the not-so-shocking alternative 
world of traffic jams and poverty. 

Even Starr shifted between gauzy prose and pessi-
mistic reflection, but best captured reality in his one-
volume history of the state: “There has always been 
something slightly bipolar about California. It was ei-
ther utopia or dystopia, a dream or a nightmare, a 
hope or a broken promise – and too infrequently any-
thing in between.” When it comes to California, it’s not 
always easy to find balanced observations. 

Here we are again, as the battle over California rages 
in the context of our divided national politics. Obvious-
ly, California is a progressive state where Democratic 
officials use it as a laboratory for their environmental 
and social-welfare nostrums. Many of their ideas hope 
to prod the rest of the country in our direction. They’ve 
gotten new life in a Biden administration that’s filled 
with Californians – and plenty of pushback. 

“Unless you’ve been hiding under a rock for the last 
few years, you’ve probably noticed that conservatives 
hate California,” wrote Max Taves in the Sacramento 
Bee. “(A)s they portray it, the Golden State is a Bana-
na Republic. It’s a violent, poverty-stricken homeless 
infernal dystopia overrun by MS-13 and misled by in-

competent criminal-coddling politicians whose radi-
cal, immigrant-loving, left-wing agenda is horrible for 
businesses, which are leaving the state in droves.” 

Certainly, conservatives and libertarians – including 
this writer – have spent a lot of time dissing Califor-
nia’s public policies. I take issue with some of the 
conservative attacks on the state because they of-
ten fail to make necessary distinctions and paint 
with too broad of a brush. California’s problems are 
indeed daunting, but even troubled San Francisco is 
still a lovely city. It seems as if many of these critics 
haven’t spent much time here. 

Nevertheless, Taves echoes the clichés of lefty writ-
ers who insist that California is a model for the na-
tion: “But the fact that we attract more capital, create 
more wealth, take home higher incomes, have safer 
streets, die less on the job and live longer contra-
dicts everything GOP orthodoxy predicts,” he insists 
in his own cherry picking of the data. 

(Continued on page 17) 



Color That Cat Green! 
By Andy Caldwell 

lie.  The truth is California has to import more electrici-
ty, oil and gas, than any other state in the union.  To 
whatever degree we have weaned ourselves off of oil 
and gas produced in California or Alaska, all the more 
have we have increased imports from the Middle 
East.  

Adding insult to injury?  California is so overloaded 
with midday solar energy production it pays Arizona to 
take it off our hands!  This brings up the problem with 
this whole alternative energy scheme.  You can’t pro-
duce wind or solar 24/7.  And, you can’t store it ade-
quately.  Therefore, you need back up if there is a crit-
ical need for uninterrupted reliable power that in-
cludes, gasp, oil and gas fuel sources.   

If you don’t believe me, watch Michael Moore, yes 
that Michael Moore’s, “Planet of the Humans”.  He 
exposes the fact that green energy is not green and 
that all the empty hypocritical virtue signaling we rou-
tinely see, ad nauseam, is simply par for the plastic 
astro-turf course.   

In conclusion, there is no scenario whatsoever in our 
energy future when we won’t need fossil fuels, nor the 
essential 6,000 byproducts of the same, such as plas-
tic.  Nevertheless, activists are cutting off these relia-
ble energy sources leaving us without the luxury of a 
back-up plan that they themselves deem necessary 
for their own operations.  The county should therefore 
change its climate vision mission statement.  It now 
reads one climate, one county, one future.  Add to 
that, one diesel generator. 
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   Dear Naked Emperors, aka Santa Barbara County 

Supervisors, 

How could this be?  Your report mentions renewable 
energy and a Caterpillar diesel generator in the same 
sentence?  I thought SB County and the State were 
going fossil free posthaste?  I hate to interrupt your 
meaningless and hypocritical virtue signaling here but 
let’s consider the context. 

The county has amended all of our utility contracts 
(public and private) to forgo getting energy from 
PG&E in order to contract with a public energy con-
sortium known as 3CE energy.  3CE energy was sold 
to the public that it would deliver “absolutely reliable” 
green-house-gas (ghg) free energy.  Nonetheless, the 
county is now building a roof-top solar panel array at 
their government center in Santa Maria to augment 
3CE energy, along with additionally redundant battery 
backup.  

All that begs the question, as our region’s premier 
professional green energy virtual signalers, have you 
not the fortitude to forgo what you would otherwise 
deem an existential climate-threatening diesel genera-
tor backup to an already overly redundant source of 
green energy power?  What would Greta have to say 
about this?  What about SBCAN?  350.org?  The fear-
less grandmothers?  And, all the other people arrayed 
against the use and production of fossil fuels? 

Joe Biden, Gavin Newsom and your board are in the 
process of eliminating both the production and use of 
fossil fuels.  Accordingly, you recite the rhetoric that 
we have less than ten years to save the planet from 
irreversible harm.  Yet, you are buying a brand spank-
ing new diesel generator because you obviously don’t 
have enough confidence in your redundant green en-
ergy schemes to keep the lights on?  Where are you 
going to get the diesel once you run the oil industry 
out of the county and country? 

Of course, that is only the half of it.  The inconvenient 
truth is that no one can make the steel to hold up the 
solar panels without the use of fossil fuels.  Nor, can 
anyone manufacture a wind turbine without the use of 
fossil fuels.  Nor, can they produce the raw materials 
for batteries. 

California pretends to be showing the world the way to 
a ghg free existence, except for the fact that it is all a 



As Predicted, Inflation Increasing Under Biden Just Like 
Under Carter  
By Rachel Alexander 

money; a single parent making $75,000 got an extra 
$1,400 per child.  

The bill was full of money for the COVID-19 vaccine--
but so many Americans oppose getting the vaccine 
that many doses are going unused, a waste. They 
can’t be transferred to other countries since they have 
expiration dates. Additionally, the Biden administration 
is currently wasting millions, if not billions, of money to 
lure people into getting the vaccine on reward 
programs that aren’t working; Biden’s goal is to get 
70% of Americans vaccinated by July 4 but he’s 
clearly not going to reach it. 

States are prohibited from using the aid to cut taxes, 
ensuring that many businesses don’t create jobs or 
invest. Instead, the money was prioritized for left wing 
states that stayed locked down the longest, punishing 
red states that got people back up and working faster. 

Consumer prices are increasing everywhere, 5% over 
the past year, the biggest inflation spike since 2008. 
Energy costs are up 56.2% over the past year.  
Excluding energy and food, which are more volatile, 
prices are up 3.8% over the past year — the biggest 
12-month jump since 1992. The price of lumber is at 

(Continued on page 13) 
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   Remember long gas lines under President Jimmy 

Carter? Gas is now over $3 per gallon. This is higher 
than it was under the Carter administration, $2.40, 
when accounting for inflation. Under Trump, it 
dropped under $2. We’re about to see deja vu of the 
Carter years with inflation, as Biden creates a legacy 
of attacking poor and low-income Americans right 
after entering office. He’s fostering this by handing out 
massive amounts of paper money in stimulus funds to 
special interest groups, and the pet pork is about to 
continue in his massive $2 trillion infrastructure plan, 
which is really a lot of so-called “human 
infrastructure,” not even transportation.  

Why is this happening? If you print more paper money 
and hand it out to people, so many people have more 
money, the cost of things is going to increase. If 
enough people getting the handouts can afford $4 
gallons of gas, suppliers are going to increase the 
cost in order to make more money. There hasn’t been 
any stimulus checks for everyone--e.g. the poor--
since March, so they’re going to get hit the worst 
when consumer prices go up. Once inflation is 
rampant, the Fed will increase interest rates which is 
likely to lead to a recession. 

Former President Donald Trump was aware of this 
when he signed stimulus bills, and kept much of the 
excess out of the bills. He was aware that there was a 
tipping point, where the free money had to stop 
flowing. Consequently, consumer prices stayed 
relatively low during the Trump administration. 
Inflation dropped during his presidency, to just 1.2%  
before he left office. Biden and the Democrats don’t 
care that COVID-19 is winding down, they are going 
to push the limit as far as they can to keep the money 
flowing to their pet issues and cronies, which keeps 
campaign contributions coming into Democratic 
coffers.   

In the March COVID-19 stimulus bill, called the 
American Rescue Plan, Amtrak got $1.7 billion, no 
surprise since Biden has been funneling money to his 
home state big business for years. The National 
Endowment for the Arts received $135 million and the 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting $175 million. 
Another $5 billion went to farmers--as long as they’re 
not white. Obamacare got its first major expansion, 
almost $62 billion more. People with kids got more 
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Spirit Of America Revive! 
By Andy Caldwell 

morals and common regard for the truth.  Such 
concepts and confidence is peculiarly lost today with 
respect to our society in general, including by way of 
various pathologies emanating from the rejection of 
self-evident truths, endowed rights, and traditional 
values.   

Sans an inspired collective conscience, we find 
ourselves governed by secular humanists who put 
their trust in situational ethics instead of God.  They 
believe mankind is evolving as society progresses.  
This is made possible by a government which 
subsumes our individual independence, freedom, 
liberty, and sovereignty, along with our income, for 
some ethereal vision of the collective good.  All the 

(Continued on page 14) 
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   In the days of our founding, it was presumed that 

only kings had divine rights.  Our fathers instead 
declared, in light of self-evident truths, that all men are 
created equal and therefore all men have divine 
unalienable rights, among them, life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness.  

Hence, they declared that no government had the 
authority to infringe on inviolate personal liberties 
including the freedom of speech, religion, self-
defense, private property, etc..  For the first time in 
history, the people were declared the sovereigns and 
the only legitimate purpose of government was to 
protect these divine rights via the consent of the 
governed.  

One of these revolutionary precepts, the “pursuit of 
happiness”, is key to understanding the secret of our 
success and longevity.  However, the concept does 
not translate well in these days of materialism, 
hedonism, narcissism and especially, nihilism, and 
that could prove fatal to the American experiment.  
Specifically, the meaning of the phrase had to do with 
the liberty to live with a clear conscience before God.  
That begs the question, whatever happened to the 
concept and primacy of conscience and can America 
survive, thrive, and function without it?                                             

To wit, John Adam authored the Massachusetts 
Constitution in 1780, which was written before the US 
Constitution and served as a model for it.  It 
enunciates this principle of happiness in Article 3, 
“...The happiness of a people and the good order and 
preservation of civil government essentially depend 
upon piety, religion, and morality, and as these cannot 
be generally diffused through a community but by the 
institution of the public worship of God and of the 
public instructions in piety, religion, and morality...”. 

John Adam also stated: “We have no government 
armed with power capable of contending with human 
passions unbridled by morality and religion. Avarice, 
ambition, revenge or gallantry would break the 
strongest cords of our Constitution as a whale goes 
through a net. Our Constitution is designed only for a 
moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate for 
any other.”   

To paraphrase De Tocqueville, America was great 
because America was good, by virtue of religion, 



Some Welcome Reserve From The Fed On Global Warming 
By Steven Milloy 

climate, then that becomes a task of the central bank. 

Although all this seems plain and simple enough, the 
Fed has been nonetheless pressured by activists into 
considering what to do on climate. 

The Fed first waded into climate last November in its 
semiannual financial stability report, speculating on 
how climate change might cause financial instability. 

Then in January the Fed created a committee to 
improve its understanding of the systemic financial 
risks that climate change might pose. It created a 
second climate committee in March. 

About this time, six Republicans on the Senate 
Banking Committee wrote to Powell warning the Fed 
against involving itself in the setting of climate policy. 
They noted the central bank’s lack of expertise in 
climate, the uncertainties involved and the fact that 
local banks are best equipped to judge the risks to 
their lending from weather-related events. 

In April, Powell nevertheless seemed all in on climate 
telling the Economic Club of Washington, “The reason 
we're focused on climate change is that our job is to 
make sure that financial institutions, banks, 
particularly the largest ones, understand and are able 
to manage the significant risks that they take.” 

But Powell seems to have reversed course and 
removed the Fed from climate policy setting at least 
for now. 

So what is it exactly that climate activists want the 
Fed to do on climate? They want the Fed to make 

(Continued on page 18) 
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   Federal Reserve chairman Jerome Powell recently 

announced that the U.S. central bank will not be 
implementing climate policy. Such a statement should 
not be necessary. But it is welcome given the Fed’s 
recent moves toward becoming a tool of climate 
activists.   

At a meeting of central bank leaders last week, 
European Central Bank president Christine LaGarde 
set the tone by stating, “We have to commit now, we 
have to deliver fast, and I think we have to implement 
decisively” on combatting global warming. 

But Powell demurred, stating "We are not, and we do 
not seek to be, climate policymakers as such. We 
have a very specific mandate and precious 
independence, which we think serves the public well, 
has served the public well. And I think we should 
avoid trying to fill in public policy where governments 
have not done so yet. That's not up to us." 

Powell is, of course, correct that the Fed mandate to 
"promote effectively the goals of maximum 
employment, stable prices, and moderate long term 
interest rates," says nothing about working to achieve 
the proper global climate, whatever that may be.  

The other key point he made is that the Federal 
Reserve is independent in that it is not tasked with 
implementing the economic plans and goals of the 
President. 

The situation with other central banks is different as 
they often have a secondary duty of implementing the 
will of their governments. And if that will relates to 



As Predicted, Inflation Increasing Under Biden Just Like 
Under Carter  cont. 
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an all-time high, hurting the price of homes and 
trickling down to rent.  

Democrats are attempting to downplay the inflation by 
saying it is temporary. But the Federal Reserve Chair 
under Carter, Arthur Burns, said the same thing. To 
bolster their defense, Democrats point to the increase 
in car prices being caused by the pandemic. But that 
is different, there is a direct correlation involved. 
There is a car shortage caused by a lack of 
semiconductors, because manufacturers pivoted to 
making semiconductors for home computers as 
people drove less and worked from home. And gas 
prices were increasing drastically even before the 
temporary spike caused by the Colonial Pipeline 
hacking. 

Former Clinton Treasury Secretary Larry Summers, 
no conservative but obviously an expert on fiscal and 
monetary policy, is warning of a “Vietnam inflation 
scenario.” He says there is only a one in three chance 
that the current inflation won’t lead to a bad outcome. 

When inflation was only moderately high under 
President George W. Bush in 2008, House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi slammed him, saying inflation 
"threatens to devour the paychecks of hard-working 
Americans." So where is her concern for low-income 
Americans now? The poor will also be hit hard, food 
stamps will pay for less food.  

The inflation shouldn’t be happening considering the 
economy is supposed to be rebounding with COVID-
19 receding. We should be seeing a huge boom, such 
as after World War II when things returned to normal. 
The nation converted then from military production to 
peacetime production. The U.S. should be 
transitioning to post-COVID production, but instead 
Biden isn’t allowing it to by diverting money to pet 
causes. People trying to get back into the workforce 
are finding that the job situation doesn’t match their 
skills; there are plenty of jobs in the COVID-19 
vaccine area and working for Amtrak but fewer where 
people really need them, since states aren’t allowed 
to give tax breaks to companies that could create 
those jobs. Arizona Attorney General Mark Brnovich, 
one of the few state AGs with guts to take on the 
Biden administration, sued the administration over the 

(Continued from page 10) 
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prohibition.  

The Democrats’ plan is just to ignore inflation. "We’re 
going to keep an eye on it, but we think it should 
resolve in the next few months," Sameera Fazili, 
deputy director of the White House National Economic 
Council, said. It’s painful, but the Democrats are 
ensuring that Republicans dominate the midterm 
elections and defeat Biden in 2024. 

Rachel Alexander is a political consultant (and editor 
and founder of Intellectual Conservative  
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while, they categorically reject truths and values 
ensconced in eternity.    

America devolved as young people were no longer 
taught to value our unique history.  Moreover,  the 
inculcation of traditional faith and values was also 
rejected, hence the aforementioned internalized 
propensities for materialism, hedonism, narcissism, 
and nihilism filled the vacuum.   In other words, the 
influence of God has been abandoned for all practical 
purposes, and as such, our divided society is no 
longer personally, individually, or corporately 
anchored and united by way of common respect for 
endowed divine rights, precepts and values.  Hence, 
we have lost our collective conscience which is 
foundational to our unity, freedom, and independence. 

America is losing its way via this blind subjugation to 
an ideology that demands its soul by way of nullifying 
our traditions.  Thomas Jefferson charged Britain for 
their “long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing 
invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce 
them under absolute Despotism”.  Unfortunately, 
today such despotism is personified, internal, and 
organic to our body politic, the American psyche and 
our relatively dead conscience. 

(Continued from page 11) 



 Dear COLAB Members,   

Did you know that lessening the burden of government is a bonafide and legitimate 
function of a charitable endeavor, i.e. a 501c3 tax exempt foundation?  Is that not a 
cause you can believe in and support?  Well, thankfully, COLAB now has its own 
foundation!!! 

COLAB can now raise funds from other foundations, as well as, individuals who don’t 
own their own business!  That means that everyone who contributes to the COLAB 
Foundation can write off their contributions. 

The COLAB Foundation is a public charity formed to procure funding for the Santa 
Barbara County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business (COLAB) and other se-
lect non-profit entities to advance education and science, combat community deterio-
ration and lessen the burden of government. 

Of course, the donations to the COLAB Foundation can only be used to educate the 
public about the work that COLAB and others are doing in our community, but we 
have been educating people all along!  

The COLAB Foundation! 

Donations are tax-deductible as a charitable contribution!  

Please send your contribution to: 

The COLAB Foundation 

PO Box 7523 

Santa Maria, CA 93456 

Or online at: 

http://www.colabsbc.org/COLAB-foundation-form.php 

Donations to the COLAB Foundation are deductible IRC 170 as the foundation 

is an IRS approver 501 C3 charity. 

Our EIN is 81-1088586 
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State Budget Process Is Broken Cont. 
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in the future, but if an “urgency” is declared, a two-
thirds vote in the legislature allows a new law to take 
effect immediately. Here’s the trick with budget trailer 
bills: they always take effect immediately, and they 
require only a simple majority vote. So a controversial 
law can be slipped into a budget bill and before you 
know it happened, you could be in trouble for violating 
it. 

The sad reality is that currently California has no 
budget process. The “budget bill,” which is supposed 
to be a comprehensive spending plan for the fiscal 
year reflecting the policy priorities of the state, has 
now morphed into an ongoing legislative process that 
has no beginning and no end. “Budget bills” are now 
being enacted nearly a year after the June 15th dead-
line, despite legislators having collected their 
paychecks in the meantime. 

More and more, voters are comprehending that some-
thing very corrupt is happening in Sacramento. The 
pandemic has awakened more citizens to the dys-
function and dishonesty that defines California poli-
tics. Luckily, the more they know, the sooner they can 
take corrective action at the ballot box. 

Jon Coupal is president of the Howard Jarvis Taxpay-
ers Association. 
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Some people are oblivious to the word “despite.” 
Sorry, but many of us who criticize California’s politi-
cal approach are not California haters. We love the 
place and it breaks our heart to see its decline. We 
live here and have raised families here, but are dis-
mayed at the direction that our policy makers have 
been taking. There are plenty of statistics to bolster 
our concerns. 

California has the highest poverty rates in the na-
tion. The population has been slowing for years and 
now is falling. Taves needn’t take our word for it, but 
can check the U.S. Census Bureau’s cost-of-living-
adjusted poverty statistics and the state Department 
of Finance’s latest population numbers. Businesses 
really are leaving amid crushing tax burdens and 
regulations – including the tech firms that skew our 
higher-than-average personal incomes. 

I’m not a Republican and certainly don’t subscribe to 
its orthodoxies, but it’s hard to see how our median-
home prices – more than $758,000 statewide and 
$1.3-million in the Bay Area – advance the public’s 
well-being. By almost any measure, California’s 
public schools are performing poorly and our trans-
portation system remains overburdened. 

Crime rates aren’t as bad as some other states, but 
are climbing. Our homelessness crisis is severe. 
Our elected officials have no solutions beyond 
spending more money. It doesn’t please me to point 
out these verifiable facts because, contra Taves, I’m 
not a California hater. I’d love to see Americans 
drawn to Los Angeles rather than Dallas. 

Sure, it’s foolhardy to promote a California Dream 
that’s more myth than reality and critics are wrong to 
paint the state as a dystopia. But the state needs to 
do a lot better. No amount of California boosterism 
will hide that fact. 

Steven Greenhut,  Resident Senior Fellow and 
Western Region Director, State Affairs, R Street In-
stitute 

(Continued from page 8) 
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business more difficult and less profitable for 
commercial banks that finance fossil fuel projects. 

This could be done, for example, by raising the 
capital requirements (minimum amounts of cash 
banks must have on hand) for banks who finance 
fossils fuel projects. This would lower commercial 
bank profitability by reducing the amount of money 
they can lend. The climate activists hope this will 
eventually dry up money for fossil fuel projects. 

Powell possibly now realizes the foolishness of that 
scheme since the actual losers would be 
commercial banks forced to forgo profitable 
business and consumers forced to pay higher prices 
because fossil fuel companies had to pay more for 
non-bank financing. 

Our world depends entirely on fossil fuels and 
making them pointlessly expensive is just bad 
economics.  

But don’t the other central banks realize this? Of 
course, they do. But their governments don’t care. 
The rest of the world has always hoped that climate 
regulations (and ensuing higher energy prices) 
would hamstring our economy and make the US 
less economically competitive. 

The battle to keep the Fed out of climate is not over. 
But at least for this week, it is headed in the right 
direction. 

Steve Milloy publishes JunkScience.com and is the 
author of “Scare Pollution: Why and How to Fix the 
EPA.”  
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America’s Frontline Doctors Explain Vaccines & The Law 
For Employees And Students cont. 
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EIPCa identified 93,911 registrants who show inexplicable changes of birthplaces from a foreign country or 
another U.S. state to “California.” 

• Of these, 68% appear to have occurred using the on-line registration system and 21% using the DMV regis-
tration system. 

• An additional 14,796 had birthplaces were changed from a foreign country to “United States of America.” Of 
these, 62% were associated with the on-line registration system and 27% with the DMV registration system. 

California’s most recent election anomalies 

As stunning as this is, it’s been going on in California for many years, and is only getting worse, despite efforts 
to expose voting irregularities, and clean up voter rolls. 

Party registrations were changed right before the June 2016 Primary election, ensuring a Hillary Clinton win 
over challenger Bernie Sanders, in what was called electronic vote rigging, I reported in 2017. California was a 
crucial state for both Bernie Sanders and Hillary Clinton, but the election was called for Clinton minutes after 
the polls closed, but before millions of provisional ballot votes were counted. 

A 2017 study by Stanford University proved that Hillary Clinton‘s campaign pre-rigged the system to steal the 
nomination from Bernie Sanders. And it was never more apparent than in California where Bernie Sanders vot-
ers were likely robbed of a legitimate candidate. 

Thousands of voters in the June 7, 2016 California Primary election showed up at the polls across the state to 
discover their political party registrations had been changed, or dropped altogether… but only after they had 
received official sample ballots verifying their party registration in the mail. This only could have been done 
within the Secretary of State’s VoteCal system. 

Thousands of Republican and Democratic voters reported to the Election Integrity Project that they arrived at 
their designated polling stations on June 7th to find that their party affiliation had been changed. Most reported 
being re-registered “No Party Preference,” California’s version of “Decline to State.” Others said their registra-
tions were dropped, or they received the wrong ballot, which in many cases prevented them from voting for 
President in the primary. 

“Katy Grimes, the Editor of the California Globe, is a long-time Investigative Journalist covering the California 
State Capitol, and the co-author of California's War Against Donald Trump: Who Wins? Who Loses? 
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