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Mr. Kyriaco prepared to support his former partner, however that might look. Ultimately, she made the decision to have an abortion. He drove to the nearest Planned
Parenthood and waited outside, warily keeping an eye on a “lonely protester carrying a
grotesque sign.” His key takeaway? “Abortion allows for new possibilities. Different
possibilities.” Mr. Kyriaco, who invited a dialogue on this subject, believes that men
should speak up about their experiences with abortion, including how they benefitted
(no child support I presume?) and the role they played (conveniently washing their
hands of the matter?).
When I was a teen, someone close to me became pregnant. Even though this was
“not my baby”, I felt some of the same emotions as did Mr. Kyriaco and thought this
person should consider an abortion. This had to do with the fact that I was scared and
embarrassed and I wanted what seemed to be the easy way out of a tough situation. Thankfully, my selfish advice was ignored. As I grew older, I realized that the
“easy fix” would have resulted in a hole in my soul that could only be ignored to the degree that I could manage to harden my heart to dull the shame and guilt of such a
decision.
Mr. Kyriaco and his former partner’s feelings of being scared, trapped and uncertain
were certainly reasonable and natural emotions. However, the shame his ex-girlfriend
internalized was also an authentic emotion rooted in one of the most basic indicators of
something American society discarded decades ago, a conscience, not to mention one
of the most powerful forces on earth, maternal instinct. Hence, abortion, the proverbial
“right to choose” goes against the nature of every fiber in a woman’s heart, mind, soul,
and spirit, having been overridden by something terrible in its essence, the tyranny of
selfishness aided by a futile attempt of living in denial.
Moreover, Mr. Kyriaco’s bravery to take his former partner to Planned Parenthood “to
wait outside and protect her from a protestor carrying a grotesque sign” was an abrogation of paternal instinct, best defined as “the instinctual bond which develops between a
father and his child throughout pregnancy and the life of that child”. That is, the gro-
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Change Will Do You Good!
By Andy Caldwell

W

ell, whether you like it or not, Governor Newsom has determined you will be voting by mail in the
June primary! The ballots will be arriving any day.
Many people erroneously believe that the June election doesn’t matter. The truth is, some of the races
will be completely over in June, meaning you won’t
get a second chance to vote for these candidates later. This applies primarily to local elections, such as
county sheriff, clerk-recorder, and the race for county
superintendent of schools. There will be no runoff in
November as a candidate will win these races outright
during this current election bid.
Moreover, in the case of the race to become our congressional representative, only the top two finishers in
June will go to the November ballot. Hence, if you
want your candidate to be on the November ballot,
you must vote in the June primary to ensure your candidate advances to November.
Every year I am asked for my personal ballot recommendations. I am reticent to share them in totality,
because just like you, I don’t have much to go on in
most of these races! Hence, what I would rather do is
share a few recommendations based upon my personal knowledge of some of the candidates whom you
may not be familiar with.
I am voting for Mark Meuser for US Senator. Mark is
a patriot, a fighter, and a personal friend. He is a
very successful attorney who recently won a few U.S.
Supreme Court decisions against the Newsom administration. He is one hard working guy with a great
mind, two qualities that we desperately need in the
US Senate.
I am also voting for Michelle Weslander Quaid for
congress. As many of you know, I ran for Congress in
2020. Without hesitation thereby, I can say she is an
extremely qualified candidate. She was born here on
the Central Coast to a single mother. She is the widow of a career service officer. And she herself has
served our country proudly as a member of the Defense Intelligence Agency including service in both
Afghanistan and Iraq. She is a scientist, a leader, and
a graduate of Harvard’s school of government. She is
a conservative running as an independent and I believe she can win this seat if you will help her move
forward to the November ballot.
For State Assembly, I am supporting Mike Stoker in

Assembly District 37. I have known Mike Stoker for
over 30 years. In my career, serving as a county government watchdog, I call tell you unequivocally that
Mike was the single most effective county supervisor
ever. He will serve us well in the state assembly as
he did in the US EPA and in various other positions
he has had over the years.
Finally, I am supporting Christy Lozano for County
Superintendent of Schools. She is a veteran school
teacher, coach, and a leader. She holds both a bachelor’s and master’s degree. Christy is also a veteran
who served in the Air Force during 9/11 and was subsequently stationed overseas as a member of an Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron. She knows and understands that our schools are failing our youth and
she will do something about it if you elect her as the
next county superintendent of schools. Moreover, you
should find it disturbing that the political machine that
has been failing our children for decades unsuccessfully tried to keep her off the ballot!
All four of these candidates are difference makers in
an otherwise status quo world wherein our government is failing us. If you want to see change then
vote change! Mark Meuser, Michelle Weslander
Quaid, Mike Stoker, and Christy Lozano are bonafide
change agents!
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California Farm Water Coalition Warns Domestic Food
Supply In Peril With State Cutting Water
By Katy Grimes

California farms produce over half of the
country’s fruits, nuts, and vegetables
The California Farm Water Coalition issued a dire
statement Tuesday warning that California’s agriculture industry and food supply is in peril because of
restricted agriculture water supplies. “Today’s State
Water Board emergency water conservation regulation continues to demonstrate how serious this year’s
drought is. Water conservation measures are reaching farther and farther into our communities and now
go beyond the water supply cuts felt by California
farms and rural communities earlier this year.”
The California Farm Water Coalition represents agriculture water suppliers, water districts, agribusiness,
farmers, as well as the supporting agribusinesses
such as farm equipment suppliers, tractor manufacturers, and the like.
It was only last summer that the State Water Resources Control Board eliminated water supplies for
thousands of family farms throughout the Central Valley, a mere two years after the state’s reservoirs were
full from a particularly wet year. “The California State
Water Resources Control Board announced that thousands of farmers in the Central Valley up to the Oregon Border will have their water curtailed until winter,
the Globe reported.
When the State Water Board orders water cut off to
farmers, the food supply is also cut.
California’s drought conditions are actually historically
normal however, each of California’s droughts are
billed by government and media as the driest period in
the state’s recorded rainfall history. Scientists who
study the Western United States’ long-term climate
patterns say California has been dry for significantly
longer periods — more than 200 years.
The Globe spoke Wednesday with Mike Wade, Executive Director of the California Farm Water Coalition
on the State Water Board Emergency Water Conservation Regulation. Wade said the most important
measure they can take right to highlight the seriousness of California’s water shortage is to connect consumers through the food they eat.
Wade said that the surface supply of water is short, so
farmers will have to rely on groundwater. But the state
is encroaching on groundwater availability through the

Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA),
passed in 2014. And water district irrigation managers
are putting caps on water by limiting pumping.
“The taps that deliver surface water to the farms that
grow the local food we buy at grocery stores were effectively turned off in March and April. Almost half of
the irrigated farmland in California has had its surface
water supply reduced by 50% or more,” the CFWC
said.
The Globe asked Wade if water authorities recognize
that it is food production being harmed. “We are starting to see acknowledgment of California’s importance
in the nation’s food supply,” Wade said. He noted that
agriculture is shrinking in the state.
“We live in an increasingly unstable world, but politicians and regulators are not doing the work needed to
(Continued on page 16)
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Getting Taken For A Ride You Can Ill Afford!
By Andy Caldwell

Our county supervisors, along with many of the city
councils in this area, are quite simply oblivious to the
obvious! That is, the county is facing protests from
the contract cities of Goleta, Carpinteria, Solvang and
Buellton, who are balking at the cost of renewing their
contracts with the county to provide law enforcement
services within the boundaries of their cities. Not to
be deterred, the county and many of the cities within
the county, are conspiring to take over the countywide ambulance service from American Medical Response (AMR) to transfer these duties to the county
fire department.
Why would cities balk at paying the full cost of law
enforcement services with the county and then turn
around and ask the county to take over ambulance
services? Whereas the cities themselves are footing
the bill for law enforcement, perhaps the cities don’t
care what it costs to provide ambulance services
since the people and their insurance companies are
going to be on the hook for this subsequent contract?
Currently, AMR is the sole source ambulance provider
for the entire county. It is a private corporation that
has had the contract for decades. I have no doubt
that county fire or some other private sector company
could provide the services. The question is, at what
cost to consumers, er read that, taxpayers?
County fire believes they can create economies of
scale if they win the contract. This has to do with the
fact that fire departments throughout the county respond to virtually every ambulance call as it is, and
they maintain that they usually get there before
AMR. Hence, if the county ran the ambulance services, they could eliminate what they characterize as
redundant and slower services.
I doubt the county can provide ambulance services to
the entire county at a more affordable rate than AMR,
unless there is some serious outside-the-box thinking
on this plan, something county supervisors are not

known for. That is, the county and the cities would
need to create some sort of joint powers contract agency that had the ability to control costs and limit taxpayer liabilities.
Why is that? The county doesn’t do anything cheaper
than the private sector. The exorbitant salaries, benefits, and retirement packages average $161,000 per

employee! Moreover, it is the retirement benefits that
make this proposal extremely suspect. This has to do
(Continued on page 15)
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The Inflation Ratchet
By Steven Greenhut

Gov. Gavin Newsom wants to battle inflation by giving Californians even more
government cash, which is exactly what’s
driving the current bout of inflation.
Sacramento
Californians are used to crazy prices for just about
everything, but the latest bout of inflation is driving
those prices to almost comically absurd levels. The
median price of a new house throughout the entire
state — not just in toney coastal areas — topped
$834,000 recently, which is a nearly 30 percent increase in two years. A gallon of regular gas now costs
more than $6. Food prices here have gone up around
10 percent over the last year.
The U.S. dollar hasn’t quite turned into a Zimbabwean
banknote — a $100 trillion dollar bill was worth around
40 American cents, but now is sold only for its novelty
value — but we’re seeing our savings frittered away.
Anyone who has tried to find, say, construction labor
or buy a new vehicle, has learned that a dollar doesn’t
go very far these days. I just bought hay for our goats
and even the price of that is up 50 percent from a
month ago.
The main reason, of course, is the government has
been dumping an unprecedented amount of money
into the economy to ease the pain of the governmentenforced COVID shutdowns. The feds alone have run
up debt to drop $5 trillion in stimulus payments, including direct payouts to people who would rather
stay at home than work a regular job. No state has
been as generous with other people’s money as —
you guessed it — California.
“We enacted the most comprehensive economic stimulus program in the nation last year, getting billions in
immediate relief to millions of Californians,” Newsom
said earlier this month in announcing yet another new
stimulus package. He apparently struggles to make
the connection between all that past spending and our
8.3 percent inflation rate.
Buoyed by an amazing $97.5 billion surplus — a higher amount than the entire budgets of all but three
states — the governor is now showering more goodies on everyone. “This inflation-relief package will help
offset the higher costs that Californians are facing
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right now and provide support to those still recovering
from the pandemic.”
The governor’s statement promises $11.5 billion in
gas tax refunds for vehicle owners, $2.7 billion for
emergency rental assistance, $1.4 billion to help Californians pay past-due utility bills, nearly $1 billion to
boost wages for healthcare workers, $750 million in
free public-transit vouchers, and billions more for various and sundry giveaways. The governor also boasts
that California’s minimum wage is increasing to
$15.50 an hour in January.
I’m all for tax relief, of course. California’s budgetary
booms and busts are the result of its steeply progressive, capital-gains-dependent tax system. The
astounding surplus is the result of the government
receiving far more money than it needs. As a matter
of principle, the state should return those dollars to
the people who overpaid them, including drivers who
paid too much in gas taxes.
As the California Taxpayers Association explains,
“California’s personal income tax has the highest top
(Continued on page 12)
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A Drought Of Common Sense And Reasonable Priorities
By Andy Caldwell

O

ne of the key failures of government in the modern age is the principle of treating everyone the same,
because that is the easiest and most effective means
of control. Blanket prohibitions and mandates applied
to one and all makes the bureaucrats’ and regulators’
job easy because they don’t have to use discretion
and common sense to do their job- attributes that
don’t come easy in that line of work to begin with.
The latest example of this failure comes in the form of
Governor Newsom’s Executive Order N-7-22 which is
a shoot-first ask-questions-later mandate having to do
with conditions, provisions and regulations concerning
new water wells on agricultural lands. That is, whereas water systems serving the public are being regulated by other executive orders that include severe fines
and penalties for not reducing water usage, this order
is aimed at agriculture.
Years ago, I spoke at a rally at our state capitol during
a drought year. One of the protest signs at that rally
read, “Without Water, It’s Only Dirt”. What does that
mean? California is one of the most prolific producers
of food in the entire world. Yet, without water, all our
prolific farm fields would produce absolutely nothing. Hence, when a farmer considers trying to make a
living off the land to feed us, the right to the water underlying the land is a non-negotiable proposition.

our dams for the sake of fish passage and migration
that don’t accomplish the intended purpose. Hence,
the supply system we have has been decimated by
regulatory fiat as it was successfully designed to get
us through our routine pattern of 7-year-long droughts
interspersed with record rain and snowfall, sans these
inordinate water releases for fish.

California water rights laws historically served to protect the rights of farmers to use the water beneath the
surface of their property. That is, until the state of
California created the State Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). This act pretends to change water
priorities without changing water rights. It represents
a lie. Historically speaking, urbanites and farmers
have vied for water supplies. SGMA added a third
party of interest, namely the interests of plants and
animals in the watershed must now be considered in
“balancing the aquifer”.

Common sense and truth should be applied to our
current drought situation rather than a regulatory obfuscation of our farmer’s historical water rights. That
is, there is no giant pool of water that runs beneath
our communities in its breadth and scope. Hence, it is
scarcely imaginable that what a farmer does with his
well will have much of any effect on the water available to urbanites. Moreover, who in their right mind
would suggest we limit a farmer’s use of his own well
water at the expense of our impending food shortage?

What is missing from this entire discussion? Our government has steadfastly refused to build any new
dams and reservoirs in the past half-century even
though our population has about doubled during this
time frame. As Ed Ring of the California Public Policy
Center said it, California has continuously chosen to
manage scarcity rather than create abundance. In
other words, California would rather ration water than
create more water supplies. Moreover, our water supplies are being squandered by way of releases from

Urbanites use most of their water on landscaping,
cooking, bathing, and sanitation. Is a lawn more important than food? If we have no food, what are people going to cook? Regarding bathing and basic sanitation, should we be required to forgo bathing everyday and/or not flushing every time we use the toilet? Have we come to this in the year 2022, as California descends to third world living conditions and
associated food insecurities?

Volume 10 Issue 6

COLAB Magazine

Page 7

Social Media Is Destroying Mental Health, And It’s Far
Worse Than We Think
By Rachel Alexander
The advent of social media has brought a dilemma
— we want the benefits it brings so badly, but at the
same time it is destroying our mental health with all
the hate and criticism. The old saying “Sticks and
stones may break my bones, but words may never
hurt me,” has finally become outdated, because whoever coined it never predicted a constant barrage of
hate 24/7, seven days a week. Our bodies aren’t
meant to handle this level of insults and criticism,
which increases with more “friends” and platforms
(Are they really friends if they’re constantly criticizIng
you, bringing you down? It’s overdue to call them
“connections”).
At the same time, social media has added so much
busyness to our lives that most of us don’t have the
time to constantly research and keep up with it; how
to stop the nonstop notifications, some which are related to our jobs that exacerbate the anxiety. It seems
like every day there’s a new reason to notify you popping up from some platform, ridiculous time-wasting
dots always in red to make you tend to them, like “you
haven’t posted in awhile,” or “thought you might be
interested to see what Joe has posted,” etc. Those
notifications on Facebook used to be blue, but the
company changed them to red when psychologists
found that people were more likely to click on them if
red. And piling on, we’ve all learned by now that even
our real friends say hurtful things on social media that
they would never dare say to our faces, popularizing
the phrase “armchair warrior.”
It’s turned politics from the days of friendly, fun, educational entertainment like William F. Buckley Jr.’s
Firing Line to cancel culture and threats. Although we
all know that most “threats” are merely words, not
threats of violence, people have become so thinskinned due to being in a constant state of anxiety
from social media that they are no longer reacting rationally. The left is canceling conservatives for using
words that clearly do not intend violence, but are
meant metaphorically.
I happened to scroll through all 54 responses to a rather innocuous tweet by an elected official the other
day, and was disturbed to see that every single one
was rude. That elected official, along with others I’ve
talked to about this, said he never reads any responses on social media — smart guy. But most of us don’t
have that discipline; our interactions have become

part of our jobs or hobbies.
You take a perfectly normal person, who has lived
an exemplary life, perhaps someone in Christian
ministry, and put them on social media where they
add a couple thousand connections. Having worked
hard to keep their nose clean, they are unequipped
to deal with the onslaught of personal insults. They
can’t keep up with filters, so when they wake up in
the morning and check their phone, the first thing
they see is hate. Then they are constantly pinged all
day long with more hate. They can’t sit and enjoy a
dinner with friends because of the incessant interruptions. Many people don’t set up filters since they
(Continued on page 10)
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Legislature Says Transparency For Thee, But Not For Me
By Jon Coupal

Examples of hypocrisy and double standards in
California politics are too numerous to count. But
some stand out more than others.
Two bills, both designated as “job killers” by the California Chamber of Commerce, would require companies to hand over to the government more data about
pay and internal practices. Under AB 2095 (Kalra; DSan Jose), employers would have to file detailed annual reports of wage and hour data and employee
benefits on their entire United States workforce. AB
1162 (Limon; D-Goleta) would incentivize frivolous
litigation against employers by private attorneys
based on the publication of broad, immaterial data
collected by the state.
Fortunately, both burdensome proposals are currently
stalled in the Legislature, and we can hope they eventually die.
But the mere fact that they, and other rules related to
disclosure imposed on the private sector, made it this
far got us thinking about how the ruling party in California is all for transparency for others, but not themselves.
One area of complaint in the Legislature is the continued practice of sweeping harassment cases under the
rug, or slow-walking them. Recent articles in both the
San Francisco Chronicle and Sacramento Bee have
attempted to uncover the process employed by the
Legislature in response to “Me Too” complaints. But it
appears that a specially created “Workplace Conduct
Unit” has been less than forthcoming about how it processes – or doesn’t process – complaints of harassment.
Another example of hypocrisy is progressive encouragement of unionization in both the private sector and
public sectors. In fact, a recent bill, SB 931 (Leyva)
would impose civil penalties on public employers for
deterring or discouraging public employees from becoming members of an employee organization. And
yet, at the same time, the legislature failed to pass a
bill, AB 314 (Gonzalez), that would have permitted the
Legislature’s own staff members to form a union.
Granted, AB 314 was a bad bill for many reasons, but
its defeat exposes the hypocrisy of legislative leaders.
Lack of transparency has, regrettably, become part of
the DNA in Sacramento politics. Take the budget.
While Gov. Newsom recently announced how he

would like to spend the state’s $95.7 billion windfall of
other people’s money, the actual budget will be negotiated by him and the two Democratic legislative leaders behind closed doors. Republicans, the media, and
the public are shut out of providing any input, or even
comment.
Worse yet is the increasingly prolific use of “trailer
bills” in the budget process. These legislative devices
often start out as blank legislation with literally no content at all. But when the governor or legislators want
to pay off political favors for special interests or their
own members, they quickly “amend” the blank trailer
bills to add the deals, a tactic that conceals the content of the bills from the public until it’s too late. This
ploy was used twice to change the law relating to recall elections, both of which benefited the ruling party.

The only law on the books to counter anti-disclosure
(Continued on page 14)
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Fight For The High Frontier
Frank Vernuccio, Jr.

Aggressive and dangerous threats from Russia,
China, and to a lesser extent North Korea and Iran
threaten America’s defense space infrastructure.
More than any other nation, the U.S. is dependent on
orbital assets for defense. Civilian life is tied in, as
well. The Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) notes
that “Space-based capabilities impact many day-today aspects of the American way of life. They enable
functions that affect our homes, transportation, electric power grids, banking and communications. From
watching television, to predicting weather patterns to
avoiding traffic on our daily commutes, satellites enable many real-time conveniences that have become
integral to our daily lives. On the national security
front, space-based capabilities afford the United
States and our allies with crucial ability to project combat power to areas of conflict and instability. They enable our armed forces to collect vital intelligence on
foreign threats, navigate and maneuver rapidly, and
communicate with one another to support global military and humanitarian crises.”
America’s adversaries fully comprehend this reality.
They are taking steps to undercut the United States
and our allies in the space domain. According to the
DIA, China and Russia, in particular, are developing
various means to exploit the perceived U.S. reliance
on space-based systems and challenge the U.S. position in the space domain.2 Beijing and Moscow seek
to position themselves as leading space powers, intent on creating new global space norms. Through

the use of space and counterspace capabilities, they
aspire to undercut U.S. global leadership. Iran and
North Korea will continue to develop and operate
electronic warfare (EW) capabilities to deny or degrade space-based communications and navigation.

The DIA acknowledges that Russia and China “view
space as a requirement for winning modern wars, especially against Western nations, and look to prove
themselves as world leaders. Since early 2019, competitor space operations have increased in pace and
scope across nearly all major categories — communications, remote sensing, navigation, and science and
technology demonstration.”
Senior defense analyst Kevin Ryder warns that “China
and Russia value superiority in space. And as a result, they’ll seek ways to strengthen their space and
counter-space programs and determine better ways to
integrate them within their respective militaries…
Beijing and Moscow have integrated space-based capabilities into their individual, national and warfighting
strategies with the intent of denying the United States
a space-enabled advantage.
Evidence of both nations’ intent to undercut the United
States and allied leadership in the space domain can
be seen in the growth of combined in-orbit assets of
China and Russia, which grew approximately 70% in
just two years. This recent and continuing expansion
follows a more than 200% increase between 2015
(Continued on page 11)
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Social Media Is Destroying Mental Health, And It’s Far
Worse Than We Think cont.
are worried they might miss an important message
from loved ones or work, and it’s not that easy to set
up those filters adequately. And it doesn’t even have
to be pure hate, even regular criticism 24/7 is demoralizing.
When the left complains about being triggered, and
we mock them as snowflakes, they are merely reacting to this new phenomenon of 24/7 criticism by predictably blaming the right. Yet they conveniently omit
the fact they are contributing to it with their increased
level of viciousness.
Some attention is finally being given to certain unhealthy aspects, but not the hate directed at conservatives. Former Facebook employee and whistleblower Frances Haugen testified to Congress regarding Facebook algorithms that are biased toward inflammatory content. Instagram is triggering mental
health problems among teenage girls with its airbrushed photos of too perfect looking young women.
Another correlative problem is the constant messages
from too many people, no one can keep up with the
barrage (notice how many people announce they are
no longer using Facebook Messenger), which drives
up anxiety, constantly worrying about angry attacks
when failing to respond to someone in a timely
manner.

Unfortunately, a lot of this abuse flies under the radar,
because not everyone is active on social media and
sees the effects. Some of the older members of Congress aren’t good at it, so they may not fully grasp the
seriousness of the problem.
A new study came out which found that the average
British man rates their mental health only a 6 out of
10, and feels down three times a week. And women
are more likely to suffer mental health problems from
social media than men.

There’s been some awareness of how mental health
has gotten worse due to people being locked down
during COVID-19, which has hit on how the lack of
physical human interaction hurts people, but it’s mostly glossed over the fact that it’s also because of
increased social media exposure.
The end result is depression, anxiety and more serious mental health problems among everyone who
isn’t a Luddite. People now act out these manifesta-

Health Sanitation Services
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tions by slamming the other political party — and
sometimes even their own, because they’ve become
super sensitive, manic and less able to control their
emotions. It’s considered socially acceptable to lash
out in politics, but not in other ways such as screaming at your spouse, so it’s an easy avenue for many to
vent their mental illness, which in turn contributes to
someone else developing mental illness.
Instead of shutting down the abuse, big tech shuts
down viewpoints on the right. One elected official told
me he thinks one solution is to stop investing in social
media companies that do little about the abuse. Many
of us don’t invest in companies that promote a leftwing agenda, so why not expand that to companies
that hurt mental health?
Rachel Alexander is a political consultant (and editor
and founder of Intellectual Conservative
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Fight For The High Frontier cont.
(Continued from page 9)

and 2018.”
In a troubling new report, “Challenges to Security in
Space — 2022,” the DIA reveals that China has
launched multiple missiles, capable of destroying satellites, and deployed mobile jammers to deny satellite
communications and GPS. Moscow on the other
hand, has developed a suite of counter-space weapons capabilities, including electronic warfare, to deny,
degrade, and disrupt communications, and to not – to
deny the use of space-based imagery. Russia is also
developing a mobile missile that is able to destroy satellites and crewed space vehicles. The report stresses
that “Now as the number of spacefaring nations grow,
and counter-space capabilities become more integrated into military operations, the U.S. Space Posture
will be increasingly challenged and orbit assets will
face new risk.”
U.S. Representative Doug Lamborn (R-CO), Ranking
Member of the Subcommittee on Strategic Forces
warns that “The threats we see from China and Russia have only increased since…last year. China has
demonstrated on orbit the ability to grapple with another satellite and drag it to another orbit. Russia has
demonstrated a ground launched anti-satellite weapon against one of its own satellites resulting in a dangerous field of debris that the world is still dealing
with.” Frank V. Vernuccio, Jr., J.D. is the editor-inchief, New York Analysis of Policy & Government and,
co-host of the popular WVOX weekly radio show,
“The Vernuccio/Novak Report"
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The Inflation Ratchet cont.
(Continued from page 5)

rate and one of the most highly progressive structures
in the nation. California’s top rate is 13.3 percent
(including the 1 percent surcharge for mental health
programs, for all personal income taxpayers with taxable income over $1 million).”
This massive surplus gives the state an unparalleled
opportunity to fix its tax structure, pay down its large
unfunded liabilities, and invest in long-neglected infrastructure while also refunding taxpayers their overpayments. Instead, the governor is playing Santa Claus
and doling out freebies in a way that’s certain only to
ratchet up inflation rates.
Even the mainstream media is noticing. A report in the
Sacramento Bee noted that the spending “will put
salve on key pain points for Californians most affected
by rising gas and grocery prices but also likely will
cause prices to tick up just a tad more, leading economists say.” Recipients of the new stimulus “are going
to pour this money into a consumer market that already has excruciatingly high demand for many goods
and services that are in short supply.”
ou don’t say. Leave it to California to battle a generalized and dramatic rise in prices by adopting policies
that will push those prices even higher. The state also
is having a labor shortage, so its latest scheduled
minimum-wage boost — not to mention subsidies for
people to twiddle their thumbs at home all day — will
only exacerbate labor shortages.
These problems are nationwide, but California is intent on adopting the worst responses — subsidies,
higher mandated wages, and additional welfare
spending, which will provide a consistent loop of higher prices. The state won’t relent from other inflationary
practices, such as our specially mandated gas formulation that limits competition and land-use rules that
make it difficult to add to the housing supply. Not to
mention our high tax and utility rates.
The good news, anyway, is that California at least
doesn’t print its own currency.
Steven Greenhut is Western region director for the R
Street Institute. Write to him at sgreenhut@rstreet.org

Walker Wilson & Hughen,
CPA’s
Tax Preparation and Planning, Trusts
and Estate Planning
1201 E. Ocean Ave. Lompoc, CA.

805-736-7534
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Dear COLAB Members,
Did you know that lessening the burden of government is a bonafide and legitimate
function of a charitable endeavor, i.e. a 501c3 tax exempt foundation? Is that not a
cause you can believe in and support? Well, thankfully, COLAB now has its own
foundation!!!
COLAB can now raise funds from other foundations, as well as, individuals who don’t
own their own business! That means that everyone who contributes to the COLAB
Foundation can write off their contributions.
The COLAB Foundation is a public charity formed to procure funding for the Santa
Barbara County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business (COLAB) and other select non-profit entities to advance education and science, combat community deterioration and lessen the burden of government.
Of course, the donations to the COLAB Foundation can only be used to educate the
public about the work that COLAB and others are doing in our community, but we
have been educating people all along!

The COLAB Foundation!
Donations are tax-deductible as a charitable contribution!
Please send your contribution to:
The COLAB Foundation
PO Box 7523
Santa Maria, CA 93456

Or online at:
http://www.colabsbc.org/COLAB-foundation-form.php
Donations to the COLAB Foundation are deductible IRC 170 as the foundation
is an IRS approver 501 C3 charity.
Our EIN is 81-1088586
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The Endless Possibilities Of
Death Roe! cont.
(Continued from page 1)

(Continued from page 8)

hypocrisy is the California Legislature Transparency
Act (CLTA), which requires that every bill be in print
and posted online for at least 72 hours before its final
vote in either house of the Legislature. This helps to
reduce – but not eliminate – the use of last-minute
“gut-and-amend” tactics. The CLTA also requires that
all open legislative meetings be video recorded and
posted on the internet within 24 hours.
One may wonder why, if the Legislature dislikes transparency so much, did it enact the CLTA? The answer
is it didn’t. CLTA became law through the People’s
power of initiative. It was Proposition 54 in 2016. This
proves, yet again, that true reform only happens when
voters bypass the legislature completely.
Jon Coupal is president of the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association.

tesque act that Mr. Kyriaco should have been concerned about was the dismemberment and disposal of
his own offspring in the name of “new and different
possibilities”.
Bill Clinton once famously stated that abortion should
be safe, rare, and legal. Safe? Unfortunately, it is
never safe for the baby or parental instincts to have
an abortion. Rare? Abortion is not rare in that 60 million aborted Americans never had the opportunity to
meet the two people who should have instinctively
done everything humanly possible to protect their innocent life. Legal? Well, that is a slippery slope indeed as California and other states are now considering legislation that will hold harmless anyone involved
in the death of a 28-day-old child who managed to
see the light of day, even in instances of malign neglect, read that murder. Anyone with a conscience
knows this effort to legalize infanticide is pure
evil. Anyone that will speak up that is.
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Getting Taken For A Ride You Can Ill Afford! Cont.
(Continued from page 4)

with the fact that all county employees enjoy what is
known as a defined benefit retirement plan. In a defined benefit retirement plan, government employees
are guaranteed a certain percentage of their final and
highest average salary for the rest of their life. The
ability of government, read that taxpayers, to make
good on this type of retirement plan is entirely dependent on stock market returns, fees, and higher and
higher taxes!
Hence, the county will never be able to confirm and
control the cost of providing ambulance services because one of their biggest cost drivers is beyond their
control. A lesson the entire county should be learning
via the dispute with the contract cities for law enforcement services. Conversely, whatever retirement benefit a private sector company such as AMR pays out,
that is on the company not the taxpayers.
To deal with the ongoing crisis of pension obligations,
government routinely raises fees and cuts services. When that doesn’t work, they simply raise taxes under threat of cutting vital services the public

can’t do without. How are these three strategies going
to work with regard to the ability to pay for ambulance
services? Because, certainly, no patient will be denied
care and transport sans the ability to pay (a second
cost factor beyond the county’s control), thereby leaving taxpayers on the hook, rather than AMR, (or some
other private sector provider).

Full Service Culinary and Bar Catering
The Premier Caterer in Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo Counties
Since 1983
“Locally Owned by Martin & Debi Testa”
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California Farm Water Coalition Warns Domestic Food
Supply In Peril With State Cutting Water cont.
(Continued from page 3)

guard our safe, affordable, domestic food supply during these uncertain times. Failing to act will not only worsen rising food costs, they may permanently disrupt the food systems that many now take for granted,” the
CFWC said.

“We need to invest in surface and groundwater storage,” Wade said.
“California farms produce over half of the country’s fruits, nuts, and vegetables. California foods aren’t just in
the produce aisle, but also in the ready-made foods and ingredients we eat every single day. That can’t happen
without water and we cannot simply move California production to other states. A safe, affordable, domestic
food supply is a national security issue, just like energy. The government must make it a priority,” the CFWC
said.
“Water supply shortages affect families throughout the state and the nation that depend on California farms for
the safe, fresh, and locally-produced farm products we all buy at the grocery store.”
Wade said the Public Policy Institute of California published a recent policy brief: Tracking Where Water Goes
in a Changing Sacramento–San Joaquin Delta, which found there is plenty of water in wet years which can be
stored, but currently is not.
One of the biggest issues Wade said is the ongoing discussion in public that California has seen all of the water
we’re going to get, and restrictions and conservation are the only way forward. But that is not accurate if additional reservoirs are built as voters have already approved, and desalination plants are approved.
The Globe asked about the use of recycled water, noting that only one county in the state actually uses recycled grey water. “Agriculture is the largest user of recycled water at 700,00 acre feet per year,” Wade said.
“This has tripled since the late 1980’s.”
The California Farm Water Coalition asks a very important question: “Are Curtailments a Balanced Water Use?”
“The California Water Code requires ‘reasonable’ decisions among competing water uses, yet the State Board
is asking for the beneficial use of water for fish to almost entirely supersede the beneficial use for agriculture,
which is not ‘reasonable.’ And the Public Trust Doctrine seeks a ‘balance’ of uses, yet this curtailment is not a
balance.”
Katy Grimes is Editor of the California Globe, is a long-time Investigative Journalist covering the California
State Capitol, and the co-author of California's War Against Donald Trump: Who Wins? Who Loses?
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