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California Is A Paradise For Parasites And Thieves!       

 By Andy Caldwell 

   The state of California is spending us into oblivion 

to end homelessness.  To be exact, the state is set to 
spend some $12 billion over a two-year cycle, the 
largest investment in state history.  Most of the money 
is aimed at various types of housing projects, includ-
ing buying motels and hotels, and converting them to 
housing, along with the conversion of empty retail 
spaces, and erecting a slew of mini houses that are 
not much bigger than a backyard storage 
shed.  Meanwhile, Santa Barbara County has set 
aside some $90 million to move people into some sort 
of housing, even if it is just a hut, and to offer various 
services the homeless are free to reject! 

The question is, will any of this work?  In Santa Bar-
bara County, as it turns out, the more services they 
offer the homeless, the number of homeless seems to 
only increase.  How this could be?  We need to real-
ize that upwards of 50% of all homeless people are 
formerly incarcerated.  Because California has been 
emptying our state prisons for more than a decade 
and Gavin Newsom is set to release another 70,000 
prisoners to our streets, including 20,000 people that 
were serving life sentences, well, that explains how 
this problem is only going to get bigger and much 
worse.   

The ugly truth?  Whereas some people are simply 
poor and homeless through no fault of their own, the 
vast majority of the people living on the streets belong 
in some type of institution because of their inability or 
unwillingness to live in a civil society.  That is, we 
closed nearly all mental institutions decades ago, and 
now we are emptying and closing our prisons, is it any 
wonder why our streets are filled with criminals, 
scoundrels, addicts, and derelicts? 

Unfortunately, society is paying a much higher price 
than most are willing to admit for this modern-day 
phenomenon.  That price includes criminal acts 
against people, including brutal murders, because 
some of these mentally ill people are ticking time 
bombs.  Other crimes are committed against proper-
ties, just ask any business owner, including business 
owners on State Street and farmers in the Santa Ma-
ria valley about the damage done to their proper-
ty.  But by far the most constant crime against busi-
ness has to do with the theft of billions of dollars’ 
worth of inventory and equipment that is putting some 
businesses out of business, including scores of retail 

shops. 

Years ago, I was a volunteer in the county probation 
department.  The case load I helped work on included 
dozens of drug addicts and alcoholics that lived a life 
of crime to fund their bad habits.  Since then, the Cali-
fornia State Legislature has handed every single one 
of these criminals an official laminated free get-out-of-
jail card, meaning they can continuously steal upward 
of $950 per robbery and absolutely nothing is going to 
happen to them.  Thereby, California has become a 
thief’s paradise. 

How bad is this problem?  We recently discussed a 
phenomenal article by James Walsh in CURBED on 
my radio show which detailed the fact that the Prose-
cutors Alliance of California estimated that $500 billion 
worth of stolen or counterfeit goods changes hands 
online annually!  Of course, not all these goods are 
stolen by the homeless, as there are organized theft 
rings contributing to the demise of our once civil soci-
ety, but most of the thieves highlighted in the story 
were addicts and/or unhoused. 

It is kind of ironic, isn’t it?  The homeless that rob a 
retail establishment blind until it goes out of business 
are then offered a place to stay after the retail estab-
lishment is converted to a lodging facility for the 
homeless!  It reminds me of the saying that socialism 
only works until you run out of other people’s money. 
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    The California exodus is no surprise to 
most – except maybe Gov. Gavin Newsom 
under whose scurrilous control the 
700,000 residents chose to leave for freer 
states   
 

The California exodus to other states is even worse 
than we realized; the state’s population dropped by 
more than 500,000 people between April 2020 and 
July 2022, with the number of residents leaving sur-
passing those moving in by nearly 700,000 the Los 
Angeles Times reported. 

This news isn’t new – the Globe has been reporting 
for several years about California’s exodus of busi-
nesses to economically friendlier states, and residents 
seeking economic freedom and liberty. 

In 2021, the Globe reported that California ranked as 
one of the top Outbound migration states, along with 
four other blue Democrat-run states, while the top In-
bound migration states were all red Republican 
states: 

Top Outbound States 

Illinois – 68% 
Michigan – 63% 
New Jersey – 63% 
California – 60% 
New York – 59% 

Top Inbound States  

Arizona – 68% 
South Carolina – 60% 
Tennessee – 59% 
North Carolina – 58% 
Texas – 58% 

Worth noting is that in 2018 California was one of the 
top Inbound destination states, according to  Allied 
Van Lines Company data. By 2020, only two years 
later, California’s inbound migration was 40%, while 
its outbound migration was nearly 60%, which leads 
us to California’s bleeding residents and businesses 
today. 

“The primary reason for the exodus is the state’s high 
housing costs, but other reasons include the long 
commutes and the crowds, crime and pollution in the 
larger urban centers,” the LA Times said. “The in-

creased ability to work remotely — and not having to 
live near a big city — has also been a factor.” 

They forgot to include the hundreds of thousands of 
homeless populating LA, San Francisco, Sacramento, 
San Diego, and smaller cities, the highest taxes in the 
nation, a failing electricity grid and rolling blackouts, 
wildfire “season,” government ordered water shortag-
es, half of the state’s small businesses closed from 
Covid, 76,000 prisoners let out of state prisons, Cali-
fornia’s failing public schools ranked at the bottom of 
all of the states at number #48. 

Last week, Utah’s Governor told California residents 
who are looking to join the recent population exodus 
into red, Republican-led states like Utah should stay 
in California. “We’re having the opposite problem, this 
last census confirmed that Utah was the fastest-
growing state in the last ten years,” Utah Gov. Spen-
cer Cox told reporters outside the White House after 
New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy discussed ways he will 
encourage people to move to his state,” Fox 
News reported. 

Gov. Spencer wasn’t being provocative – he ex-
plained that Utah doesn’t have the necessary housing 
and infrastructure yet to accommodate so many new 
residents. 

What a nice problem to have. 

(Continued on page 18) 
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   The public should be extremely concerned about 

what is happening to our children as it pertains to 
what was once considered felony child abuse and 
child endangerment, not to mention voyeurism and 
indecent exposure.   

For starters, recall the controversy surrounding the Wi 
Spa in Los Angeles’ Korea town when a 53-year-old 
man exposed himself to women and children claiming 
his right to do so because he declared himself a fe-
male.  Antifa and other organizations organized vio-
lent protests characterizing the spa and its supporters 
as transphobic and fascist.  Well, as it turns out, the 
State of California had previously convicted the perv, 
Darren Merger, as a registered sex offender for hav-
ing previously exposed himself to children.  This dis-
closure garnered scant attention in the media and, of 
course, no apology was forthcoming from Antifa! 

Thanks to State Senator Scott Wiener who sponsored 
SB 357 and Governor Newsom who signed it into law, 
loitering with the intent to engage in prostitution is no 
longer illegal in the State of California.  It also prohib-
its officers from arresting individuals for soliciting.  As 
a result, prostitution and human trafficking is prolifer-
ating in profound ways.  How bad is it?  In Oakland, a 
television news crew caught up with a slew of pimps 
and prostitutes soliciting right outside a Catholic ele-
mentary school!  Not only that, but there have also 
been shootouts between the gang-associated pimps 
and their rival gang members in the immediate neigh-
borhood.  Some of these sex workers are as young as 
15 years old.  Nonetheless, the Oakland police de-
partment is focusing their efforts in this situation on 
“high visibility patrolling” rather than enforcement ac-
tions!  In San Fran, they want to legalize prostitution 
as if that will solve the problem! 

Fortunately, not all law enforcement is as ineffective 
and feckless as the Oakland police department.  As 
Katy Grimes of the California Globe reported, up-
wards of 82 local law enforcement agencies across 
nine counties teamed up with federal and state au-
thorities to arrest 368 people and rescue 131 victims 
in a human trafficking sting.  Fourteen of these people 
were arrested in Santa Barbara County.  Here in Cali-
fornia, children as young as 11 years old are being 
sex trafficked.  These kids are being raped 20-30 
times a day.  This story too cited Senator Wiener and 
Newsom’s SB 357 as contributing to these heinous 

crimes. 

Unfortunately, local law enforcement officials indicate 
that the Central Coast has become a hot spot for hu-
man trafficking for a variety of reasons.  These rea-
sons include our proximity to Los Angeles, San Fran-
cisco, and Fresno, which facilitates movement of the 
workers and availability to “markets”, and plenty of 
cheap motel rooms to ply their trade.   

Perhaps one of the worst cases of child abuse ever 
involved a gay couple in Georgia who had adopted 
two special needs boys only to sexually abuse them 
ritually for several years.  Not only that, but they also 
pimped these boys out to others after sending out vid-
eo solicitations to other pedophiles.  It was so abhor-
rent a pedophile turned them in after having received 
the solicitation!  Hopefully, these “parents” will each 
receive the nine life sentences a grand jury is consid-
ering in their indictment. 

As difficult as it is to believe, pedophilia is also esca-
lating in our schools at an alarming rate.  Millions of 
children in American schools have indicated on sur-
veys that they have experienced physical sexual con-
tact from an adult, most often a teacher or coach.   

Some members of the media and academia are no 
longer referring to child predators as pedo-
philes.  Nope, the proper term is “minor attracted per-
sons”.    That is par for the course, wouldn’t you 
say?  Let us consider it a “condition” (we were born 
that way) instead of an inclination to abhorrent crimi-
nal activity.  There is also a movement to decriminal-
ize sex between consenting adults and children.  Cali-
fornia is already leading the way. 

Health Sanitation Services 

(805) 922-2121 
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   In 2021, here in California, there were 5,622 fenta-

nyl fatal overdoses.  There were some 70,000 fenta-
nyl deaths in the US in the same year.  Fentanyl is 
considered 50 times stronger that heroin.  Drug deal-
ers are mixing fentanyl into all sorts of other drugs 
including fake prescription pills.  The price for a fenta-
nyl high decreased from $20.00 to $1.00.  Just 2 milli-
grams of fentanyl -an amount that fits on the tip of a 
pencil -is considered a potentially deadly dose. 

What’s worse?  A real zombie apocalypse is upon 
us!  Drug addicts, including scores of homeless peo-
ple, are now inhaling a concoction that is a mixture of 
fentanyl and “tranq”- the animal sedative 
Xylazine.  These two drugs combined lead to a variety 
of unpleasant outcomes: death, flesh-eating abscess-
es, and zombie-like trances.   

California’s response to out-of-control opioid and fen-
tanyl overdoses?  Create safe spaces for addicts 
where ample supplies of Naloxone, aka Narcan, can 
be administered.  Albeit there is no antidote for 
tranq.  Hence, once again, California’s approach to 
self-destructive behavior is a band-aid approach, after 
the fact. 

One reason the drug problem is getting worse in 
some states, such as California, is that possession of 
drugs for personal use is no longer a felony.  More 
importantly, our de facto open border with Mexico has 
allowed the drug cartels to flood America with enough 
fentanyl to kill every American according to the US 
Drug Enforcement Agency.  The cartels manufacture 
the fentanyl with chemicals largely sourced from Chi-
na and that is why some representatives of Congress 
are demanding that fentanyl be labeled a weapon of 
mass destruction! 

Meanwhile, this is one of the main reasons Califor-
nia’s approach, including right here in Santa Barbara 
County, to ending homelessness is guaranteed to 
fail.  That is, a significant number of homeless people 
are drug addicts.  As Michael Steeb of the Texas Pub-
lic Policy Center and the author of “Answers Behind 
the RED DOOR: Battling the Homeless Epidemic" 
states, California is the only state in the union who 
adopted Obama’s housing first policy in 2016.  The 
stupid theory posits that homelessness can be solved 

by providing housing to people who are not held re-
sponsible or accountable in any way for any of their 
debilitating behaviors such as drug and alcohol 
abuse, and the refusal to get a job! 

I recently interviewed Mary Theroux, a successful 
businesswoman from the Bay Area who has pub-
lished the documentary “Beyond Homelessness: Find-
ing Hope.”  She indicated peer-reviewed research in-
dicates that alternative approaches, to that which is 
commonplace in California, can result in actual radical 
declines in homelessness and a path to transformed 
lives.   

Using San Francisco as an example, homelessness 
has increased more than 50% while spending to solve 
homelessness has increased 130%!  Why is that?  It 
has to do with the fact that recovery programs that 
take up to 6 months to complete have a 90% failure 
rate!  Whereas, programs that deal with the underly-
ing causes of homelessness, including addiction, can 
take 2-3 years but with a success rate of up to 90%. 

However, here in California, it is against the law to 
require sobriety or treatment for sobriety as a condi-
tion to receive services, including housing!   The ap-
proach here in California to provide medical care, 
food, shelter, and places to shoot up are hindering the 
homeless from hitting rock bottom, which is the one 
thing that can cause the person to be willing to make 
new choices that can lead to healing and wholeness.  

If county supervisors cherry-pick people who are 
simply poor, rather than those who are addicted and 
mentally ill, as to who receives the benefit of their $90 
million effort to end homelessness, the program could 
succeed.  However, the people who are making a nui-
sance of themselves are the addicted and mentally ill 
and are the least likely to welcome meaningful help. 



Section 230: Be Careful What You Wish For              
By Steven Greenhut 

terest in moderating offensive content while offering a 
platform for relatively free expression that people 
would not find in traditional publications,” explains a 
Republican Study Committee Backgrounder. 
“Nonetheless, social media giants seem committed to 
acting more and more like traditional publishers bi-
ased toward a particular ideology, calling into question 
the wisdom of retaining Section 230 in its current 
form.” 

Likewise, the Heritage Foundation has argued that 
Section 230 should be refined with a variety of pro-
posed changes that include sunsetting it every seven 
years, making the protections contingent on the plat-
forms’ cooperation with law enforcement, and other-
wise limiting at least some of its protections. The net 
result would be to open up the companies to more 
lawsuits and more intervention by the federal          

(Continued on page 17) 
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   SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Conservative frustration 

with social media moderation policies has dissipated 
since Elon Musk purchased Twitter and loosened up 
the previous regime’s rules — or at least replaced 
them with other controversial edicts. But for years, 
conservatives have championed additional govern-
mental oversight of companies such as Twitter, 
Google, and Facebook. To paraphrase the curmudg-
eonly journalist H.L. Mencken, they might soon get 
what they want “good and hard.” 

The Supreme Court this week is hearing a case 
brought by a California family against Google that 
centers on the tragic death of their 23-year-old daugh-
ter, Nohemi Gonzalez, during a series of 2015 terror-
ist attacks in Paris by Islamic extremists. “Videos that 
users viewed on YouTube were the central manner in 
which ISIS enlisted support and recruits from areas 
outside the portions of Syria and Iraq which it con-
trolled,” argued the family’s attorneys. 

As the New York Times reported, the case “could 
have potentially seismic ramifications for the social 
media platforms that have become conduits of com-
munication, commerce and culture for billions of peo-
ple.” Be careful what you wish for. 

The plaintiffs in Gonzalez v. Google want the high 
court to gut Section 230 of the 1996 Federal Commu-
nications Decency Act. That statute protects online 
platforms from legal liability for the comments, posts, 
and videos that users share on social media. Current-
ly, one may sue the person who posts inflammatory or 
defamatory content but not the companies that own 
the platforms. Without Section 230, Google, Face-
book, and YouTube would face an endless sea of liti-
gation. 

In their frustration at heavy-handed content modera-
tion or censorship of posts that reflect conservative 
views, conservatives often have called for a variety of 
governmental interventions. Some of their proposals 
amount to little more than unprincipled venting, such 
as calls to turn these private companies into public 
utilities. But right-of-center calls for eliminating or 
“reforming” Section 230 seem to be completely seri-
ous. 

“Section 230 was created to balance a platform’s in-
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   Our entire nation was aghast and justifiably out-

raged at what we witnessed in Memphis, Tenn. when 
a group of police officers essentially beat a man, Tyre 
Nichols to death, whose apparent crime was driving 
erratically and resisting arrest.  Having said that, se-
lective outrage is a real problem in our society today.  

In the last couple of months, we have seen some 
Santa Barbara Westside gangbangers arrested for 
allegedly murdering an innocent bystander on Stearns 
Wharf for the benefit of their criminal gang.  Another 
group of gangbangers allegedly executed an entire 
family in Goshen, CA, including an infant, most likely 
at the behest of Mexican drug cartels.  Finally, a po-
lice officer was gunned down in Selma, California by a 
guy who should have been in prison until 2026, be-
cause of previous convictions, were it not for Califor-
nia’s desire to empty our prisons of tens of thousands 
of inmates, many of whom are lifelong crimi-
nals.  Where is the outrage for these victims? 

According to a county grand jury report from three 
years ago, the Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment offered a list of 18 total named gangs: two in 
Santa Barbara, three in Goleta/Isla Vista, three in 
Lompoc, two that have ties in Lompoc and Santa Ma-
ria, and eight in Santa Maria.  

Some gang members from San Luis Obispo County 
also reside in Santa Barbara County.  All told, there 
are several thousand gang members in our county, 
while California has an estimated 300,000 gang mem-
bers.  Read that again, 300,000 gang members not 
including wannabees! 

These gangs engage in human trafficking, gun and 
drug running, property crimes, and violent crimes in-
cluding murder.  At most, in California they receive a 
slap on the wrist for all the above, especially if they 
are juveniles.  That is, often, criminals in California are 
caught and released faster than an endangered 
fish.  This has to do with the fact that California re-
duced some 500 felonies to misdemeanor status, 

meaning they no longer count as a strike on their 
record.  The bottom line?  In California, criminal 
gangs understand that crime does pay. 

I often wonder how California can claim it doesn’t 
have enough money to build more prisons and sub-
sidize more investigation and prosecution units 
throughout the state, but somehow it came up with 
$12 billion in a futile attempt to end homeless-
ness?  As I mentioned previously, a great number of 
the homeless could be removed from our streets if 
they too were prosecuted for their lifestyles of crime 
in our community. 

One would be hard pressed to determine which pro-
gram has failed society the most?  The social jus-
tice/criminal justice reform movement that treats 
criminals as if they are the victims, or the multi-
billion-dollar efforts to house people and reintegrate 
them into society sans the requirement to quit doing 
drugs and abusing alcohol? 

One story discussed on my radio show last week 
speaks to the intersectionality of all the above as 
these problems are not confined to California or the 
United States.  Daniel/Sophie Eastwood is currently 
serving a life sentence for murder in a Scotland pris-
on.  Daniel, who was born a man, progressed from 
identifying as woman to identifying as an infant 
girl!  He has since been supplied with a pacifier, dia-
pers, meals blended in the fashion of baby food, 
and get this, he demands that his guards hold his 
hand whenever he leaves his cell! 

The story of Eastwood brings me to a point of this 
story lost on our society in general.  Gangbangers, 
the homeless, and career criminals should not be 
treated as if they don’t know what they are doing, 
avoiding the just consequences of their life choic-
es.  They are sentient adults not innocent, helpless 
babies/victims, although the trend is to treat them as 
such. 



The Latest Threats To Direct Democracy In California       
By Jon Coupal 

municipal bond industry to obscure the true cost of tax 

hikes and bond measures. 

Senate Bill 532, introduced by Sen. Scott Wiener, D-
San Francisco, seeks to weaken two existing trans-
parency bills, Assembly Bills 809 and 195 (by then-

(Continued on page 16) 
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   Since 1911, Californians have possessed powerful 

tools to control indolent or corrupt politicians. The 
rights of direct democracy — initiative, referendum 
and recall — are enshrined in the California Constitu-
tion for reasons that are just as compelling in 2023 as 
they were more than a century ago. 

But make no mistake, politicians hate direct democra-
cy and view it as a threat to their political power or, at 
a minimum, as an intrusion on their legislative respon-
sibilities. It is no surprise, then, when legislators intro-
duce proposals to weaken direct democracy, and this 
legislative session is no different. 

Last month, progressive legislators introduced Senate 
Constitutional Amendment 1 to gut the recall power. 
Under current law, voters can recall a state officer by 
majority vote and, in the same election, elect a suc-
cessor with a plurality of the vote. In addition, the 
state constitution prohibits a public official who is the 
subject of a recall election from being a candidate for 
successor. 

In a fundamental change to the Constitution, SCA 1 
would leave an office vacant in the event of a suc-
cessful recall until a replacement is elected in a spe-
cial election, or if there is insufficient time to hold a 
special election, the office would remain vacant for the 
remainder of the term. This deprives voters of know-
ing who might replace the officer they are recalling 
and creates a new concern that a public office could 
remain unfilled with no one to perform the duties of 
that office.3 

n addition, under SCA 1 the rules would be different 
for a gubernatorial recall. If a governor is removed 
from office in a recall election, the lieutenant governor 
becomes governor for the remainder of the unexpired 
term. In a one-party state like California, this renders 
a recall for governor nearly pointless. 

If SCA 1 sounds familiar, it is nearly identical to SCA 
3, which was introduced in the last legislative session 
but, fortunately, did not progress very far. Perhaps the 
reason the proposal stalled last year is the realization 
that, as a proposed constitutional amendment, it 
would have to be approved by a majority of the 
statewide electorate. Public polling reveals that Cali-
fornians support direct democracy, including the right 
to bounce bad politicians. 

Another threat to direct democracy is an effort by the 



As Porn Gets Worse And Democrats Embrace it, One Newer 
Group Has A Novel Approach To Combat It       
By Rachel Alexander 
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   Efforts to decrease the use of porn have gone no-
where in recent years, and instead its use has sky-
rocketed due to the internet. It’s estimated that 91.5% 
of men and 60.2% of women consume porn. In 2019, 
for the first time a majority of Democrats said they 
found it “morally acceptable,” 53%. Only 27% of Re-
publicans do. Progressives refer to “ethical porn” and 
say we merely need “porn literacy.” But porn damages 
the participants, the viewers, their partners and fami-
lies; it’s become an epidemic that cannot be ignored.  

The left promotes the attitude of doing whatever you 
want sexually by labeling it “freedom,” but completely 
ignores all the damage porn does to its victims. Many 
of the women exploited are fooled into thinking it’s 
harmless.  

Considering traditional efforts to curtail the addictive 
habit have mostly failed, a new approach has 
emerged at Fight the New Drug (FTND). Although 
founded by two Mormons, it’s not religious, and it 
avoids shame. The focus is science, and it is “sex 
positive” and “freedom-preserving.” With a theme of 
“Porn kills love,” FTND doesn’t even attempt to ban 
porn.  

FTND co-founder Clay Olsen said we’re only now dis-
covering the full extent of how harmful porn is, similar 
to how it took many years to learn how bad tobacco 
was. 

FTND has made three short films on the harms of por-
nography. Michael Cook, the editor of MercatorNet 
who viewed them, said the stories by former porn 
stars were “almost unbearably painful to watch.” He 
said the third film shows how “pornography, prostitu-
tion and sex trafficking are all linked in a symbiotic 
relationship.” One of the former porn stars said, “I had 
to go to work to do the porn, so that I could buy the 
drugs to bury the pain of doing the porn.”  

A man who was addicted to porn admitted about try-
ing to have a relationship, “I was physically attracted 
to her, but I was so conditioned to watch pornography 
and looking at a computer screen that being with a 
real person wasn’t enough anymore.”  

Brain scans have shown that pornography has the 
same effect on the brain as cocaine. FTND states that 
there are “35 neuroscience-based studies using a va-
riety of brain imaging technologies (MRI, fMRI, EEG, 

etc.) that provide solid support for the reality of inter-
net porn addiction.” A recent survey found that nearly 
one in five regular pornography watchers felt con-
trolled by their own sexual desires. 

A bombshell story in TIME Magazine in 2016 found 
that “A growing number of young men are convinced 
that their sexual responses have been sabotaged be-
cause their brains were virtually marinated in porn 
when they were adolescents.” Because young brains 
are so malleable, the men believe their brains were 
affected far worse than if they had become addicted 
later in life. 

Unfortunately for porn addicts, the more porn men 
consume, the smaller the reward center of the brain, a 
study from the Max Planck Institute found. It “dulls the 
reward system.”  

One woman said she was so addicted to porn by age 
18 that it cost her parents $40,000 for treatment to 
break the habit. Another woman said just viewing it 
three times as a preteen was enough to get her ob-
sessively addicted. Samuel D. James, writing for First 
Things, noted the cost porn has on teenage girls, 
“who go to extreme measures to keep up with        

(Continued on page 14) 
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By Daniel Greenfield 
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   Books have become ‘properties’ in the hands of 

angry woke corporations.  

“This book was written many years ago, and so we 
regularly review the language to ensure that it can 
continue to be enjoyed by all today.” That was how 
Puffin and the Roald Dahl Story Company an-
nounced that they would be rewriting significant 
parts of Dahl’s books. 

But there isn’t actually a Puffin Books or a Roald 
Dahl Story Company. 

Once a beloved children’s books publisher, Puffin is 
just another of the brands owned by Bertelsmann, 
the German ex-Nazi giant book monopoly, also the 
force behind much of literary wokeness, which pub-
lishes Ibram X. Kendi’s “How to Be an Antiracist”, 
Robin DiAngelo’s “White Fragility”, and Ta-Nehisi 
Coates’s “Between the World and Me”. And the 
Roald Dahl Story Company is owned by Netflix. The 
largest television streaming producer and book pub-
lisher decided that it would be best to monetize 
Dahl’s books by giving them a woke makeover. 

What’s happening to Dahl isn’t a new phenomenon. 

Another arm of Bertelsmann was caught purging Dr. 
Seuss books that its author actually wrote and re-
placing them with new “inclusive” books by “diverse” 
writers that he didn’t write. Classic children’s au-
thors have become corporate brands with hundreds 
of millions of dollars on the line. The Hollywood ex-
ecutives who are now in charge of Seuss or Dahl 
have no more of a problem going back and rewriting 
a book than they do asking a screenwriter to change 
a script. 

Bertelsmann and Netflix go back and “regularly re-
view the language” in books and then rewrite it the 
way that the entertainment industry can decide that 
Superman ought to be black, that his son ought to 
be gay or that ‘Truth, Justice and the American 
Way’ needs to become, ‘Truth, Justice and a Better 
Tomorrow’. That’s what reducing literature to intel-
lectual property does. 

Copyright, originally meant to protect the rights of 
the author, has instead allowed Hollywood to buy up 
the work of authors and then butcher them. Netflix 
paid an estimated $686 million for the Roald Dahl 
Story Company. Dr. Seuss Enterprises, which al-

ready has deals with Netflix and major studios, is con-
sidering its own total sale that would probably top $1 
billion. Amazon paid $500 million for the rights to 
make The Rings of Power: a woke pastiche of Tol-
kien. 

Companies are not paying that kind of money just to 
keep books from the 30s or 40s in print. 

As Netflix put it when describing its Dahl deal, it’s out 
to build “a unique universe across animated and live-
action films and TV, publishing, games, immersive 
experiences, live theater, consumer products and 
more.” Copyright on the books will lapse, but Netflix, 
Bertelsmann, Disney, and other giants are looking to 
turn authors into a “universe”, much like the Marvel 
Universe which has taken over theaters and made 
Disney fantastically rich, while disposing of their actu-
al works. They’ve done this for so long with comic 
books that it probably never even occurred to the ex-
ecutives that there would be any pushback when they 
began doing it to children’s books. But there’s more at 
stake with books than with Spider-Man. 

And yet it’s not hard to see how we got here. 

Amazon built the base of its massive monopoly by 
gobbling up retail channels for books by, in part, turn-
ing them from physical matter made out of dead trees 

(Continued on page 11) 



The End Of Literature  cont. 

One of the characters in a New York Times ad is de-
scribed as “imagining Harry Potter without its creator”. 
The ad was promoting the paper’s story about sexual 
identity activists eliminating J.K. Rowling from their 
universe. What is a book without its author? Nothing. 
Every work is rooted in the identifiable tastes, values 
and idiosyncrasies of writers. But if you come to view 
authors as creators, rather than writers, and books as 
participatory linchpins of imaginary universes, 
prompts for the ‘headcanon’ of their fans, then the 
writers disappear. 

That’s how Black Panther, the work of two Jewish 
guys from New York, working off crude pulp ancient 
African fantasies like those of H. Rider Haggard, was 
reinvented as a black nationalist proto-history that the 
cultural establishment pays tribute to. The idea of 
Wakanda is compelling to those who fantasize about 
their origins in an advanced African master race, the 
reality of Stanley Lieber (Stan Lee) and Jacob 
Kurtzberg (Jack Kirby), ruins that glorious fantasy. 

J.K. Rowling was a cult figure when she was misinter-
preted as using Harry Potter to champion children 
who felt different before discovering their inner pow-
ers, not in the traditional hero’s journey sense, but in 
the sexual one, and was canceled when she made it 
clear that she was not on board with most of that. Har-
ry Potter became a universe whose corporate over-
lords made it clear that Rowling was no longer wel-

(Continued on page 12) 
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into a digital file on its proprietary Kindle devices. 
Electronic books are easy to seamlessly edit in a way 
that would be obscene to do to an actual book. A 
word here, a few words there and no one will notice. 

Our affection for books, the conviction that they are 
something sacred, is closely linked to their physicality. 
When we look at a copy of the First Folio, we experi-
ence a connection to Shakespeare and the history of 
English drama and literature. At New York’s Public 
Library, flanked by its grand lions, you can find a writ-
ing desk used by Charles Dickens. 

This is the sort of thing that matters if you believe that 
books are a state of communion, rather than a holo-
graphic palimpsest that can be infinitely reinvented as 
generations of literary theory has taught. If a grad stu-
dent’s interpretation of Frankenstein has as much va-
lidity as what Mary Shelley actually meant, then why 
not go a step further and rewrite not just movie adap-
tations, but the book itself? Or argue that Shakepeare 
was really a black woman? Literary theory has deval-
ued the author and the endless efforts to find new 
things to say about old works gave way to wokeness 
by applying leftist lenses that updated them in line 
with the new politics. 

What’s happening to Dahl and other authors is just 
the implementation of academic theories. 

(Continued from page 10) 
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The End Of Literature cont. 

that they sank millions into developing to last past a 
few years. 

Abusing copyright allows them to parasitically feed off 
the writers of the past while draining their work to 
comply with the politics of the present. Most of these 
intellectual property franchise ‘universes’ are woke 
‘fanfic’ whose massive budgets can’t compensate for 
their hollowness. Incapable of creating enduring 
works, even when they have the rights to popular 
classics, they have to settle for constantly reinventing 
them politically as a distraction. 

Copyright, meant to ensure the centrality of the au-
thors in a publishing environment tilted toward pub-
lishers, has instead made them marginal figures while 
handing control to corporations who own ‘universes’. 
Some authors, like Rowling, are fortunate enough to 
at least enjoy the financial rewards of the arrange-
ment, many others labor as sharecroppers in the cor-
porate “universes”. Disney, on taking over Star Wars, 
decided to stop paying royalties to the writers who 
had been producing Science Fiction novels in that set-
ting. Copyright had come to mean that writers have 
obligations to companies, but that companies had few 
if any obligations to writers. 

All of this was bad enough when it came to movies 
and comic books, but turns into outright book burning 
when applied to literature. Netflix can do whatever it 
likes with its properties, but there’s no reason that 
books that are eighty years old should be anyone’s 
property. 

(Continued on page 13) 

Page 1 2  Volume 11  Issue 3  COLAB Magazine  

come around the works that she had written. 

Dahl and Seuss are not around to be canceled. That 
makes them easier to rewrite. Their corporate over-
lords reduce them to a style and a sensibility, a rhyme 
scheme and some silly words, and ultimately a brand 
like Macy’s or McDonald’s that are universally familiar, 
but don’t require us to actually think about Rowland 
Hussey Macy or Richard McDonald. Writers become 
the founders of fictional universes who can be set 
aside, much like Rowland or Richard were. 

A fundamental difference is that literature is not a fast 
food chain. The ‘property’ element of intellectual prop-
erty rests on copyright that no longer serves authors, 
but corporations. Congressional Republicans and 
Democrats passed the Mickey Mouse Protection Act 
which created a century of copyright and extended it 
to fifty years from the death of the author. This wasn’t 
done to benefit writers and artists, but to benefit Dis-
ney. Perpetual copyright armed Hollywood with vaults 
full of intellectual properties while unleashing a cultur-
al war on America. 

The solution is fundamentally reforming copyright law. 

Wokes can’t create anything original and enduring. 
Peak TV and the billions spent in a handful of years, 
more than Hollywood had spent for decades on TV 
shows and movies, proved it. Netflix, Amazon and 
other giants are investing billions to lock down classic 
works because they don’t expect the new properties 

(Continued from page 11) 



The One Name In Crop  

Production Inputs 
1335 W. Main St.  

Santa Maria, CA. 93454 

(805) 922-5848 

The End Of Literature cont. 

Page 13  Volume 11  Issue 3  COLAB Magazine  

If Netflix and Bertelsmann want to create a version of 
Dahl’s works in which you can’t turn two pages with-
out hearing about the evils of fat-shaming or the im-
portance of affirming all gender identities, they can do 
that. And anyone else should be able to do it too or 
publish the originals. Copyright on Dahl’s books 
doesn’t serve the author, who died in 1990, his grand-
son, a mediocre children’s story writer who lives in 
America and sold the whole estate, or even preserv-
ing the original works, which are being drastically al-
tered. There isn’t a single good argument for itt except 
that Hollywood paid Congress a lot of money to pass 
a Mickey Mouse bill. 

Copyright should exist to protect writers and books, or 
it should not exist at all. 

Models developed in Hollywood and the comic book 
industry, always nightmares when it came to the rights 
of authors (Superman co-creator Joe Shuster sold off 
his rights for $130 and was reduced to delivering 
packages to the DC office while struggling to pay 
medical bills) are now being rolled out to classic works 
of literature by massive Big Tech and Hollywood mo-
nopolies. 

Reforming copyright would rob them of their vast 
hoards of intellectual property whose language they 
review on an annual basis to ensure compliance with 
best practice DEI policies and release them to the 
public. It would force companies to reckon with the 
cultural bankruptcy of wokeness that has seen them 
blow through over $100 billion while creating not a 

(Continued from page 12) 

single classic. 

And it would remind all of us that the books we read 
are grounded in the work of real people. Many writers 
were flawed, dysfunctional, bigoted, and otherwise 
unpleasant human beings. Art flows from those com-
plexities and it is impossible to edit them out by com-
mittee without losing the soul of a book. The wonder 
of a book lies in the duality of its aspirations and im-
perfections. The woke pursuit of political ideals, like 
Soviet literature, has produced nothing worthwhile. 

And it never will. 

Daniel Greenfield, a Shillman Journalism Fellow at the 
David Horowitz Freedom Center, is an investigative 
journalist and writer focusing on the radical Left and 
Islamic terrorism . 
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airbrushed perfection and tolerate rougher, more de-
grading sexual encounters in their teens.” 

It’s estimated that 25% of Google searches are for 
porn. Porn sites receive more website traffic in the 
U.S. than Twitter, Instagram, Netflix, Pinterest and 
LinkedIn combined. More than a dozen states in the 
US declared pornography a public health crisis in 
2019. According to FTND’s Jerome Alexander, Holly-
wood produces about 3,000 movies a year; the porn 
industry films around 12,000. 

FTND points out that times have changed, “A couple 
of ratty old centerfold magazines found in the park are 
nothing compared to the hardcore, high-definition vid-
eos that minors have access to today.” Studies found 
that as few as one in three and as many as nine in 10 
scenes show acts of physical aggression or violence, 
while about half contain verbal aggression.  

The studies also found that women are the targets 
97% of the time, and 95% of the targets of violence or 
aggression appeared either neutral or appeared to 
respond with pleasure. One out of every eight porn 
titles shown to first-time visitors to porn sites de-
scribed acts of sexual violence. A UK survey of 
22,000 women found that 16% reported having been 
forced or coerced to perform sex acts the other per-
son had seen in porn. Increased pornography con-
sumption has been found to be associated with the 
enjoyment of degrading, uncommon or aggressive 
sexual behaviors. 

The meaning of “hardcore” porn has changed from 
sexual intercourse to “sadomasochistic themes… in-
volving scripts fusing sex with hatred and humiliation,” 
according to Dr. Norman Doidge, a neuroscientist and 
author of The Brain That Changes Itself. 

(Continued from page 9) 

Porn usage surged during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
One pornographic site found that the more restrictive 
the COVID rules, the greater the increase in porn 
viewership.  

FTND has many tools and programs to combat the 
abuse and help people overcome their addiction. The 
Utah Coalition Against Pornography runs the largest 
anti-porn conference in the U.S. annually, with nearly 
3,000 attending. But as long as the left pushes back 
trying to normalize and preserve porn, it’s going to be 
a mammoth task to reduce this harmful addiction. 

John Stonestreet and Shane Morris writing at Break-
point said porn cannot be made tamer. “Porn is prem-
ised on the notion that human beings can be abstract-
ed from their personhood and consumed as collec-
tions of body parts,” they stated. “Porn assumes and 
trains consumers to believe that people are products 
to be bought and sold, and then discarded with the 
click of a mouse or the flick of a finger.” 

Rachel Alexander is a conservative commentator and 
editor of the Intellectual Conservative. A recovering 
attorney, she frequently appears on TV and news  
radio.   



 Dear COLAB Members,   

Did you know that lessening the burden of government is a bonafide and legitimate 
function of a charitable endeavor, i.e. a 501c3 tax exempt foundation?  Is that not a 
cause you can believe in and support?  Well, thankfully, COLAB now has its own 
foundation!!! 

COLAB can now raise funds from other foundations, as well as, individuals who don’t 
own their own business!  That means that everyone who contributes to the COLAB 
Foundation can write off their contributions. 

The COLAB Foundation is a public charity formed to procure funding for the Santa 
Barbara County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business (COLAB) and other se-
lect non-profit entities to advance education and science, combat community deterio-
ration and lessen the burden of government. 

Of course, the donations to the COLAB Foundation can only be used to educate the 
public about the work that COLAB and others are doing in our community, but we 
have been educating people all along!  

The COLAB Foundation! 

Donations are tax-deductible as a charitable contribution!  

Please send your contribution to: 

The COLAB Foundation 

PO Box 7523 

Santa Maria, CA 93456 

Or online at: 

http://www.colabsbc.org/COLAB-foundation-form.php 

Donations to the COLAB Foundation are deductible IRC 170 as the foundation 

is an IRS approver 501 C3 charity. 

Our EIN is 81-1088586 
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Assemblyman Jay Obernolte, 2015-2016), sponsored 
by the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association. Taken 
together these bills state that for all local tax and bond 
measures, the rate of the tax, its duration and the total 
amount of money to be raised are disclosed right on 
the ballot label. While SB 532 continues to include 
most of this information, for local bonds and tiered 
special taxes it relegates it off the ballot label and bur-
ies it in the separately mailed voter information guide. 
When confronting special taxes that will be on tax rolls 
for decades, it is imperative that voters have as much 
information as possible. 

SB 532 is another example of déjà vu all over again 
as it is nearly identical to Senate Bill 268 from 2019. 
That bill actually passed through both houses of the 
California Legislature but, in response to a letter from 
HJTA, Gov. Newsom vetoed it.  Municipalities need to 
be held accountable, and voters are entitled to have 
before them the information necessary to make an 
informed decision on proposed ballot measures that 
directly affect their pocketbooks. Our hope is that 
Gov. Newsom’s veto of a nearly identical bill signals 
to the Legislature that, when it comes to transparency 
at the ballot box, he stands with HJTA. 

Jon Coupal is the president of the Howard Jarvis Tax-
payers Association. . 

(Continued from page 8) 
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authorities. 

Ironically, this idea puts many on the right in sync with 
progressives and the Biden administration, albeit for 
different reasons. Conservatives believe that the so-
cial media companies are treating conservative views 
unfairly and therefore want less moderation, whereas 
the Left believes that the platforms don’t intervene 
enough to, say, limit COVID “misinformation.” 

As Politico reported, the president held a “listening 
session” last year in which he called for changes, 
“including the removal of Section 230 liability protec-
tions along with stronger competition provisions and 
privacy protections together with calls to make algo-
rithms more transparent and prevent them from dis-
criminating against protected groups.” Take a guess 
at how that would work out. 

Gutting Section 230 would result in the worst of both 
worlds. If the legal code treats social media platforms 
like traditional publishers, then they would face a 
choice: they could either strictly police content or stop 
policing it at all. Social media users would find two 
types of resulting platforms: a) those that are highly 
moderated and would, of course, anger virtually eve-
ryone (and conservatives especially), and b) those 
that would quickly resemble one’s spam file or an 
open sewer. 

Regarding the first choice, Facebook’s parent compa-
ny Meta made the obvious point in a January state-
ment: “Exposing companies to liability for decisions to 
organize and filter content from among the vast array 
of content posted online would incentivize them to 
simply remove more content in ways Congress never 
intended.” 

Regarding the second, the statement also noted, 
“Without this protection, millions of online companies 
would not be able to help keep people safe by reduc-
ing and blocking dangerous content.” That’s because 
many companies couldn’t afford to moderate every 
post and would therefore choose a totally hands-off 
approach. How would this make anything better? 

Even Musk has learned how hard it is to create a 

(Continued from page 6) 
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more open Twitter without getting ensnared in endless 
debates about when something goes too far or wheth-
er a particular account engages in extremist pontificat-
ing. There’s no way to resolve this conflict, which is 
only exacerbated by the fact that both sides want dif-
ferent outcomes. The only way to resolve it is in the 
public square, where private companies can set their 
own rules. 

We might not like those rules, but I can guarantee 
we’ll like them better than an alternative that rests this 
power in the courts and government agencies.      

Steven Greenhut is Western region director for the R 
Street Institute and a member of the Southern Califor-
nia News Group editorial board. Write to him at 
sgreenhut@rstreet.org. He is the director of the      
Pacific Research Institute’s Free Cities Center.  
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Los Angeles and San Francisco counties lost the 
most residents. This is no surprise either as Los An-
geles and San Francisco had the harshest, most dra-
conian Covid restrictions, masking, lockdowns, school 
closures and vaccine mandates. Los Angeles and 
San Francisco counties also have the most crime. 

In fact, San Francisco County and the State of Califor-
nia are still operating under Covid emergency orders 
– three years after declaring the Covid State of Emer-
gency, or nearly 1,100 days later. San Francis-
co initially declared its emergency order in late Febru-
ary 2020 – ahead of Gov. Newsom’s March 4, 2020. 

The San Francisco Department of Public Health 
(SFDPH) just announced Thursday that it will will fi-
nally end their COVID-19 public health emergency 
declaration at the end of the month, on the same day 
as Gov. Newsom’s vowed to end to the California 
Covid State of Emergency. 

People can’t live like that – wondering if on any day 
the county public health or state Department of Public 
health tyrants would impose new masking mandates, 
or impose vaccine or booster mandates again. Or 
their children would be required to mask in school, as 
many schools districts threatened. 

In late December 2021, the Globe reported: “with Cali-
fornia Governor Gavin Newsom extending his emer-
gency powers and a ‘State of Emergency,’ enforced 
mask mandates, vaccine mandates, and lockdowns 
for nearly two years, almost 400,000 Californians 
picked up and moved to red states opened for busi-
ness and education – and no mask or vaccine man-
dates, according to the U.S. Census Bureau.” 

“New Census Bureau population data show that Cali-
fornia’s population decreased in 2021 by -367,299, or 
1% of the population.” 

Between 2020 and 2021, a total of 33 states saw pop-
ulation increases via inbound migration, while 17 
states saw population decline via outbound migration. 
New York, California and Illinois suffered the largest 
population declines. Texas, Florida and Arizona en-
joyed the largest numeric growth, and Idaho, Utah 
and Montana enjoyed the largest percentage growth. 

• So the California exodus is no surprise to anyone 

(Continued from page 3) 
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California Loses Nearly 700,000 Residents Since 2020  
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paying attention – except maybe Governor Gavin Newsom under whose scurrilous control the 700,000 resi-
dents chose to leave for freer states. Gov. Newsom owns this. California banned Shark fin soup 

• banned plastic straws 

Katy Grimes is Editor of the California Globe, is a long-time Investigative Journalist covering the California 
State Capitol, and the co-author of California's  

(Continued from page 18) 


