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By Andy Caldwell

I recently interviewed Dr. Robert Marbut, a renowned expert on homelessness and
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a senior fellow of Discovery Institute’s Center on Wealth & Poverty. Marbut has a
PhD in Political Behavior and American Political Institutions, and his career has been
marked by bipartisanship having served as a White House Fellow under George H.
W. Bush, and most recently as the Executive Director of the U.S. Interagency Council
on Homelessness from 2019 to 2021 under both the Trump and Biden administrations.
The Discovery Institute recently presented Congress its report titled “How Congress
Can Reform Government’s Misguided Homeless Policies”, which our local electeds
should read as they continue to spend tens of millions of dollars on the problem of
homelessness. That is, Dr. Marbut visited some 65 jurisdictions throughout the United States and only three of them are dealing with this issue in a comprehensive manner that bodes well for the homeless and the use of billions of American tax dollars. To read the report, please visit www.fixhomelessness.org. Here are some key
points from the executive summary:

“The federal policy of Housing First is at the heart of America’s deteriorating homelessness problem. Supported by powerful and self-serving interests, this approach is
embraced by many state and local jurisdictions, as well as the White House and Congress. Housing (to repeat) should be part of any homelessness program. But, by insisting that subsidized housing be provided to people experiencing homelessness
without time limits or any requirements that individuals participate in wraparound services (such as mental illness clinical services and treatment, substance use disorder
treatment, job training, and job retention programs), this approach has become a
“housing only” solution in practice. In essence, we have created an enormous federal
homelessness assistance program which is functionally equivalent to HUD Section 8
Housing — but with no rules.”
“The results have been disastrous. The dramatic shift in the trajectory of homelessness numbers correlate with the federal adoption of Housing First. Namely, unsheltered street homelessness rose by more than 20% even as subsidized housing
vouchers went up more than 40%.”
“California provides an alarming example of the failures of Housing First. In 2016, California enacted a law that required that every state dollar spent on homelessness be
spent on Housing First programs. From 2015 (the year before the new state policy) to
2019, unsheltered street-level homelessness in California rose 47.1% in just four
(Continued on page 16)
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Carbajal Trippin’ Across The Aisle!
By Andy Caldwell
Congressman Salud Carbajal, who bills himself as
a steadfast bipartisan who likes to “work across the
aisle”, recently indicated that more and more republicans in Congress have “fascist tendencies”! Mr. Carbajal obviously does not understand what the word
fascist means or he would find himself criticizing his
own party through and through, root and branch.
Ludwig von Mises (1881-1973) taught in Vienna and
New York and is considered the leading theorist of the
Austrian School of the 20th century. In his book
“Omnipotent Government”, he writes “we have seen
(from the Nazi government’s relationship with business)....that the Zwangswirtschaft (a combination of
the German words for compulsion and economy) is a
socialist system of all-round government control of
business”. Mises resolutely rejected the canard that
Nazism was an expression of monopoly capitalism.
To the contrary, Nazism was a form of socialism: the
forms of private property were retained, but control
and planning were in the hands of the state.
Sound familiar? It is not the republicans who are
complaining about capitalism and who advocate for
the need for all-around government control of free enterprise. However, the democratic party, including
unions and environmentalists, to name just a few sycophants, have been seeking control of our economy
by way of government rules, regulations, taxes, mandates, and subsidies with abandon. California, being
a one-party state completely controlled by dems will
help us count the ways!
With respect to water, a group of California farmers
decades ago taxed themselves to build a dam and a
water conveyance to ensure they could grow
food. Our federal and state government, led by environmentalists, absconded with the water for purposes
of fish migration and endangered species protection. The end result? Over one million acres of land
in the San Joaquin Valley, the most fertile valley in the
world, has gone back to desert.
With respect to energy, California is sitting on top of
billions of barrels of oil, both onshore and offshore,
not to mention trillions of cubic feet of natural
gas. This wealth in the form of natural resources was
the second (black) gold rush that made California one
of the wealthiest states in the union. Yet, various prohibitions and regulations have fomented the demise of
in-state production, all the while we have become the

largest importer of oil (and electricity!) in the union
replete with the highest gas (and electricity!) prices
too.
Regarding transportation, California is leading the nation in an attempt to eliminate the sale of gasolinepowered cars and diesel-powered trucks, which in
turn, will force manufacturers to cease production of
the same or lose out on the largest market in the
country. This, despite the fact, that we don’t have
enough electricity or the infrastructure to charge electric vehicles and most people can’t afford to purchase
the same.
Private ownership of land and resources is basically
extinct. For one, the federal government owns most
of the Western United States. Secondly, California
(Continued on page 16)
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California’s Parent Revolution Will Impact Midterm
Election Outcomes
By Katy Grimes
The realization that California schools
had become indoctrination centers
stunned millions of parents
The parent revolution in California could impact and
maybe even determine the outcomes of more than
just school board races this November.
The awakening of California parents during Gov.
Gavin Newsom’s lockdowns of schools across the
state can only be described as a revolution. The upheaval of the locked-down California family made
many parents realize that the seemingly good, safe
public schools they were sending their kids to in working and middle-class neighborhoods, were not that at
all.
The realization that California schools had become
indoctrination centers stunned millions of parents.
Recently released educational assessment data
shows that California performed better than most other states and the nation from 2019-22 on the National
Assessment of Educational Progress data, the
Globe reported.
Fewer than half of California students met the state
standard in English, and only one-third of students
met statewide standards for mathematics.
“From 2020 to 2022, reading scores for nine-year-olds
on the National Assessment for Educational Progress
(NAEP), often referred to as the nation’s report card,
registered the largest decline since the 1990s, while
math scores declined for the first time ever,” education scholars Lance Izumi and Wenyuan Wu recently reported. “These score comparisons were the first
nationally representative snapshot of student learning
during the pandemic.”
They know what they are talking about. Izumi is senior
director of the Center for Education at the Pacific Research, and Wu is executive director of Californians
for Equal Rights Foundation. They are co-authors of
an upcoming book on critical race theory in K-12
schools.
The continue: “While school closures and ineffective
distance-learning efforts were important reasons for
the slide in test scores, former North Carolina governor Beverly Perdue, who chairs the board responsible

for the NAEP, warned, ‘We can’t keep blaming
COVID.’”
Indeed. This is where indoctrination enters the scene:
•

Critical race theory

•

Sexualized, pornographic indoctrination

•

Using race to undermine teacher quality

In 2019, the California State Board of Education approved highly controversial changes to the
state’s health and sex education framework including
teaching children about bondage, anal sex, pederasty,
sex trafficking, sexual orientation and transgender and
non-conforming students, the Globe reported.

What is being taught as sex ed to California school
children ironically cannot be spoken on television or
radio without violating Federal Communications Commission (FCC) regulations.
Izumi and Wu further explain:
“The National Education Association (NEA), the largest teachers’ union in the country, pushes the critical
race theory-inspired position that systemic racism permeates all American institutions and must be taught in
our schools so that kids challenge “the systems of oppression that have harmed people of color.” In 2021,
the NEA adopted a resolution that would mandate
(Continued on page 17)
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Even The New York Times Notes California’s Bullet Train Is
Going Nowhere
By Steven Greenhut
The New York Times includes a particularly illustrative anecdote in its recent analysis of California’s
overrun-plagued and overall disastrous effort to build
a high-speed rail line connecting Los Angeles and
San Francisco. It involves efforts by the French national railroad, SCNF, to participate in the project.
“SNCF was very angry,” a company project manager
told the newspaper. “They told the state they were
leaving for North Africa, which was less politically dysfunctional. They went to Morocco and helped them
build a rail system.” In 2018, Morocco launched a bullet train that takes riders 210 miles from Casablanca
to Tangier in 2 hours and 10 minutes.
California policymakers often lecture the world about
doing things in our supposedly enlightened way.
When it comes to building basic infrastructure projects, however, it lags behind a country that scores
poorly on the world’s corruption index. It speaks volumes when a French company would rather work in
North Africa than California.
The Times spotlights problems rail critics have been
harping on for years. “[T]he tortured effort to build the
country’s first high-speed rail system is a case study
in how ambitious public works projects can become
perilously encumbered by political compromise, unrealistic cost estimates, flawed engineering and a determination to persist on projects that have become …
too big to fail,” the newspaper concludes.
California’s foray into high-speed rail began in earnest
in 2008, when voters — in their glorious wisdom —
approved $9.95 billion in bond funding for a line that
offered great promises. Planning for the system predated Proposition 1A by over a decade.

clear that the bullet train’s details — regarding routing,
construction deadlines, travel times, private investment, and costs — came right out of fantasyland. No
surprise, but the courts let it proceed anyway.
The rail authority never secured the promised private
investment. Its proposal to use a blended line, which
borrows slow-moving commuter tracks, meant that it
couldn’t possibly meet promised travel times. Even
though the current alignment doesn’t resemble the
initiative’s promises, the state allowed the agency to
sell bonds in 2014. In 2020, the Los Angeles Times
reported that the rail line “could end up needing subsidies, despite promises to voters.”
It indeed quickly became a “too big to fail” project. Its
initial $33 billion cost estimate has ballooned to $113
billion, and that’s probably far too low. Former California Assembly Speaker Willie Brown, writing in 2013
about San Francisco’s Transbay Terminal, explained:
“In the world of civic projects, the first budget is really
just a down payment.… Start digging a hole and make
it so big, there’s no alternative to coming up with the
money to fill it in.”
Well, that’s where we’re at now — a giant hole filled
with public money and no easy way out. Sure, the
New York Times explains some of the specific reasons why the bullet train has become unbuildable.
“Political compromises” put the route along the populated east side of the Central Valley to placate politicians in farm-belt cities such as Bakersfield and
Fresno.
Per the New York Times, a powerful former Los Ange(Continued on page 11)

The initiative’s supporters promised travel times of
about 2.5 hours between LA and the Bay Area. They
vowed to secure private and federal funds before construction. They said it would reduce traffic congestion.
And supporters made the climate change argument in
their ballot argument: “Electric-powered High-Speed
Trains will remove over 12 billion pounds of CO2 and
greenhouse gases, equal to the pollution of nearly 1
million cars.”
Initiatives aren’t like politicians. Their promises are
supposed to be sacrosanct, given that they are fully
formed legislative proposals. Yet, it quickly became
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Our Humpty Dumpty Energy Policies
By Andy Caldwell

Our county board of supervisors are set to adopt
an “electrification ordinance” that will prohibit natural
gas appliances in new construction and large remodels. This ordinance is a superfluous effort in virtue
signaling as it will at best reduce the county’s total
greenhouse gas emissions by a mere 10,000 metric
tons which equates to less than a 1% reduction. Of
course, these numbers are actually all meaningless
because the county omits in its emission inventory the
emissions from natural sources, including our ginormous offshore oil and gas seeps. That is, all emission
reductions here locally from sources other than transportation and offshore seeps are quantitatively zero!
This effort is also redundant. The State of CA recommends all-electric buildings become standard for residential construction starting in 2026 and nonresidential construction starting in 2029. Why must
these supervisors jump the gun?
This ordinance is also unrealistic because California
does not have enough electricity to keep the grid operating right now before we also mandate the electrification of all cars and trucks. As California had to forestall the closure of the Diablo Nuclear Power Plant
because we could not do without the energy it generates, a “mere” 10% of the state’s baseload. Yet, we
can somehow do without fossil fuels and other “nonrenewables” which generate upwards of 78% of electricity we share continuously with a Western States
energy consortium?
Moreover, the existing grid is not capable of handling
the extra load of going all electric regarding either
transportation, residential and/or commercial natural
gas usage. This includes the ability to move this electricity from renewable power sources and distribute
the same throughout the community. That is, the
need to create, distribute, and store electricity from
renewables presents an enormously expensive
(financial cost) and unrealistic (the amount of land
necessary) scenario as the production from the same
typically occurs during off-peak demand usage. For
instance, solar panels are most efficient between 10
a.m. and 2 p.m. while the peak demand for electricity
is after 5 p.m.
The use of natural gas is the most environmentally
friendly and affordable form of energy available. It
burns clean and it does not present the ecological
costs associated with the procurement of raw materials by way of pit mining, the enormous amount of en-

ergy required to manufacture solar panels (in China
using coal as a power source), not to mention the
ecologically disastrous disposal costs of solar panels. That is, by going all in on solar today, California
is thereby creating tomorrow’s superfund site. This
was recently acknowledged by the Los Angeles Times
which reported that “discarded solar panels are likely
contaminating landfills across California. (I)t once
again shows that the rush to adopt green energy policies may have unforeseen consequences”. (The
same holds true for electric vehicle batteries).
Specifically, as another LA Times story pointed out:
“The California Department of Toxic Substances collected its first data on panels recycled by universal
waste handlers in 2021. For handlers that accepted
more than 200 pounds or generated more than
10,000 pounds of panels, the DTSC counted (a
mere!) 335 panels accepted for recycling! The department expects the number of installed solar panels
in the next decade to exceed hundreds of millions in
California alone, and that recycling will become even
more crucial as cheaper panels with shorter life spans
become more popular.” Er, read that our non-existent
recycling program!
Me thinks the supervisors should cease and desist in
this effort as it never makes sense to put all your eggs
in one basket, especially when so many of their eggs
are obviously cracked! After our impending energy
fall (Europe is going down first as we speak!), will anyone be able to put Humpty Dumpty back together
again?
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The Radicalization Of Education
By Frank Vernuccio Jr.

T

he new school year is well underway, but students, teachers, and parents are being subjected to
an educational and union bureaucracy that prioritizes
the spreading of radical ideology over actual instruction, and the demands of union leaders over the
needs of students.
The problem is widespread, and extends from kindergarten straight through graduate school. The vested
interests, including the militantly aggressive left-wing
union, the American Federation of Teachers, (AFT)
have engaged in harsh tactics when their agenda is
questioned or exposed.
An AMAC analysis found that in “the span of less than
a week [in 2021] two California teachers were removed from their posts for openly attempting to indoctrinate their students in radical liberal ideology. Gabriel Gipe, an AP government teacher at a California
high school, was caught on camera explicitly stating
that his goal was to turn his students into
‘revolutionaries.’ Meanwhile, Kristin Pitzen recorded
herself gleefully declaring that she removed the American flag from her sixth-grade classroom and made
her students say the Pledge of Allegiance to a Gay
Pride Flag. Both of these incidents come on the heels
of another case where a teacher was removed for
calling her students’ parents ‘dumb’ for being Trump
supporters, going on to say that Trump ‘sucks’ and is
‘a literal moron.’”
Many of the issues were brought to a head during the
pandemic, when the AFT, over the objections of many
parents, sought to keep schools closed.
An example was recently provided in a Daily Mail examination. Reporter Harriet Alexander found that “A
research assistant at the California Teachers Association dug for ‘dirt’ on parents who were calling for the
reopening of schools during the pandemic – suspicious that they were being ‘used toward a larger goal
to disrupt, destabilize and ‘burn down’ public
schools’.”
What is being advocated? Just one example:: The
New York Post reports that “New York is showering
taxpayer funds on a group that sends drag queens
into city schools — often without parental knowledge
or consent — even as parents in other states protest
increasingly aggressive efforts to expose kids to gender-bending performers. Last month alone, Drag Story

Hour NYC — a nonprofit whose outrageously crossdressed performers interact with kids as young as 3
— earned $46,000 from city contracts for appearances at public schools, street festivals, and libraries, city
records show.”
The diversion from appropriate curricula to ideological
-driven instruction extends beyond grammar school
up into higher education. Mansur Shaheen quotes Dr
Stanley Goldfarb, a nephrologist at the University of
Pennsylvania: “Leading United States medical
schools are beginning to value ‘wokeism’ instead of
teaching and preparing the next generation of doctors,
experts warn.” Goldfarb highlighted programs at major
medical teaching institutions such as Harvard, Columbia, Duke and Pittsburgh. ‘Across these medical
schools, there is now a default assumption that applicants understand and accept the tenets of woke
ideology,’”
Why has this occurred? Much has to do with the way
teachers themselves are being trained. Florida Governor Ron DeSantis believes that students seeking
teaching degrees have been deeply inculcated in radical ideology at teachers’ colleges.
The Pacific Institute found that “It is important to understand the influence of schools of education, which
train prospective teachers, on the political and ideological leanings of teachers. Dr. Greg Forster, Friedman Fellow at the school-choice organization
EdChoice and a top education researcher, last year
(Continued on page 10)
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The Abysmal Results Of Being Tough On Cops And Soft On
Crime!
By Andy Caldwell

This past Tuesday, county supervisors discussed
two items which show how out of touch many of our
elected officials are as it affects public safety.
One of these items delved into a report indicating that
three illegal aliens who have been in our county jail
over twenty times each have not been deported! There were several others who had beaten their
wives and children who were not deported, not to
mention another who committed rape, a perv who was
guilty of indecent exposure, and several others with
multiple convictions for driving under the influence. All told, a mere six illegal aliens were handed
over to ICE (the federal department of Immigration
Customs Enforcement) for their crimes in 2021. Another 33 illegal aliens who were arrested and jailed
here locally nearly 200 times in the aggregate were let
back onto our streets, even though they too could
have been picked up by ICE, to be deported.
The report had to do with the so-called California
Trust, Truth, and Values Acts, passed by our state
legislature, all three of which pertain to shielding illegal aliens who commit crimes from being reported to,
and deported by, ICE. Our state legislature by passing these laws have broken our trust, obfuscated the
truth, and violated our values while undermining public safety. That is, Californians no longer have a realistic expectation to be safe in their community. Moreover, it is insult to injury for our citizenry to be victimized by somebody that shouldn’t be in this country to
begin with.
Unfortunately, the don’t-ask, don’t-tell (as it affects
residency status) and the don’t report, don’t deport
policy in place as it affects criminals who are undocumented means the public will never be apprised of
how many more crimes have been committed by
these people. The fact that only six were picked up
by ICE reflects the fact the Biden administration priorities are abysmal as it relates to the safety of our community.
The other item the board discussed dealt with chronic
overtime charges incurred by the Sheriff’s department
which the supervisors resent having to pay
for. Whereas, the supervisors give tacit acknowledgment that law enforcement nationwide is having recruiting and retention problems, nevertheless they fall

woefully short in admitting that they themselves are
the root cause of this problem. How so? Because
of their tacit woke support for various aspects of the
so-called criminal justice reform movement which is
a euphemism for defunding the police and eliminating incarceration as much as possible as a deterrent
to criminal behavior.
The efforts to treat every criminal as if they are the
victim and to bend over backwards to ensure they
don’t go to jail are multitudinous in California. These efforts include downgrading violent felonies to misdemeanors and other measures which
have served to completely demoralize law enforcement at all levels, including cops and prosecutors. The bottom line? Cops know that woke democratic politicians, which here in California and Washington, D.C. are abounding, no longer have their
back. That is, instead of cuffing the perps, we are
tying the hands of law enforcement, including
ICE. All the while, cops are being ambushed on the
streets of America on a routine basis. Hence, some
of our local law enforcement agencies have a 20%
employee vacancy rate!
There is no doubt that our criminal justice system is
in a crisis and part of that crises is further exacerbated by way of the Biden administration’s open
border policy which has allowed several million people to invade our country. Meanwhile, we are preventing law enforcement from throwing some very
bad actors back across that border including wouldbe terrorists and members of international crime
syndicates, who present a clear and present danger
to America.
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How Grifters Are Increasingly Hijacking The Right
By Rachel Alexander

It’s becoming more and more apparent that grifters
are hijacking the conservative movement; people are
more concerned with making money than helping the
cause. They’ve figured out that inflammatory rhetoric
disguised as news, combined with outrageous comments from famous figures on the right, gets clicks
and opens wallets, so this now drives the right’s agenda. Instead of measured, calculated steps being taken
to accomplish a conservative agenda, those who
scream the shrillest set the platform.
The grifters are fond of throwing around certain important words like the Constitution, patriot, MAGA,
God, America First, and RINO — our favorite words,
so they sound like they’re one of us. But they frequently misuse them. They’ll declare that the constitution requires whatever they say it does, even if they’re
not constitutional experts and haven’t bothered analyzing years of case law.
It doesn’t matter how long your conservative credentials are, how much you’ve studied constitutional law,
or how much your position aligns with Supreme Court
Justice Clarence Thomas over theirs; if you don’t go
along with their determination of what the Constitution
says, you’re now a RINO who doesn’t care about the
Constitution.
These loudmouths do outrageous things to get attention, which leaves the rest of us stuck defending them
since we all realize there’s a slippery slope; if we allow the left to make inroads into defeating them, it will
make it easier for them to come after the rest of us.
But it wastes valuable time; it puts us constantly on
the defensive, treading water instead of making advances.
One of the most damaging areas where this is happening is election integrity. Hysterical outlets on the
right constantly run blaring headlines declaring there
has been voter fraud and that people should go to
prison — but a quick perusal of the law often finds
that there wasn’t any crime. Often there is a civil violation or a body in charge of investigating such as the
Arizona Senate decides not to take any action due to
a single RINO legislator impeding the effort.
We saw this happen with COVID-19 vaccines. What
started as advocating for freedom of choice when it

came to the vaccine got hijacked by loud, angry voices asserting what had traditionally been more of a
(Continued on page 12)
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Bureau Of Redundancy Bureau
By Jon Coupal
Much of what government does is wasteful, ineffective, and redundant. For example, Senate Bill 679 was
recently signed into law by Gov. Gavin Newsom as
part of the “housing and homelessness package” of
bills intended to address the state’s housing shortage.
While no one disputes the severity of California’s
housing crisis, this legislation is seriously flawed.
SB 679 establishes the Los Angeles County Affordable Housing Solutions Agency and authorizes the
agency to, among other things, raise and allocate taxes, incur indebtedness, and place tax measures on
the ballot in Los Angeles County. It was modeled on a
similar bill, Assembly Bill 1487 enacted in 2019, that
authorized a regional approach to housing and homelessness in the San Francisco Bay Area.

Specifically, AB 1487 granted the Association of Bay
Area Governments (ABAG) and the Metropolitan
Transportation Commission (MTC) — acting as the
Bay Area Housing Finance Authority (BAHFA) — the
authority to raise billions of dollars to fund the production, preservation, and protection of affordable housing. Its purpose is to facilitate a regional approach to
support local jurisdictions by providing additional funding mechanisms (taxes) to address infrastructure and
other housing related needs.
A legislative analysis on SB 679 described the earlier
bill as being “formulated in partnership with the Bay
Area’s local elected leaders and other regional leaders to collectively ensure that the entire Bay Area is

Walker Wilson & Hughen,
CPA’s
Tax Preparation and Planning, Trusts
and Estate Planning
1201 E. Ocean Ave. Lompoc, CA.

805-736-7534
on track to provide affordable housing efficiently and
effectively to all residents. That bill [1487] set forth the
governing structure and powers of the board, allowable financing activities, and allowable uses of the revenues generated.”
HJTA opposed 1487 because it was focused just on
raising revenue without seriously considering real solutions to the housing crisis. Authorizing new and increased parcel taxes when only 30% of Californians
can afford a median priced home won’t do anything to
increase homeownership and, in fact, reduces affordability. While most housing decisions belong with local
governments, state policies could help, including by
lowering impact fees, reforming inclusionary zoning to
actually incentivize unit development, and removing
costly mandates on new development.
(Continued on page 13)
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The Radicalization Of Education Cont.
wrote that university education schools indoctrinate future teachers in left-wing ideology. ‘Peruse the course
catalog of any major education school, or read the Twitter feeds of the professors,’ observes Forster, and you
will ‘find yourself swimming in an ocean of hard-left ideology: ‘critical theory’ that says there is no truth, only
power; ‘intersectionality’ that says you’re not allowed to be right about anything unless you’re right (that is,
left) about everything; cheerleading for every fashionable left-leaning cause.’”

Frank V. Vernuccio, Jr., J.D., editor-in-chief, New York Analysis of Policy & Government and, co-host of the
popular WVOX weekly radio show, “The Vernuccio/Novak Report"
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Even The New York Times Notes California’s Bullet Train Is
Going Nowhere cont.
Los Angeles Metrolink commuter service.”

(Continued from page 4)

les County supervisor helped guide the route into the
desert outskirts of Los Angeles in the Antelope Valley
rather than along the obvious route along Interstate 5
— something that reportedly boosted the project’s
overall cost by 16 percent.
There’s a legitimate argument for this preferred route,
of course, but political considerations will always drive
projects that are hatched in the political arena. And
California’s political system is so dysfunctional that it’s
unrealistic to believe that our state can ever build any
major infrastructure again — barring any unforeseen
improvements in our politics.

That makes sense. The state should cut its losses. As
the New York Times piece notes, California lacks the
$100 billion in funding needed to take the line from the
Central Valley into the Bay Area and Los Angeles —
and even Democratic lawmakers increasingly are
leery. But, this being California, they’ll just let it proceed as a glorified jobs program.
Californians who want to ride a bullet train might be
better off taking a vacation in Africa.
Steven Greenhut is Western region director for the R
Street Institute. Write to him at sgreenhut@rstreet.org

By contrast, a private company has a realistic chance
of building a high-speed rail line that connects the Los
Angeles region with Las Vegas. There are many political, land-use, and financial hurdles for any major construction undertaking, but at least this route is driven
by potential profit. Only a politician would build a line
connecting Merced and Bakersfield. Private investors
understand that a party train to Vegas might actually
have some takers.
Former state Sen. Quentin Kopp authored the initial
bullet-train legislation but jumped off the bandwagon
after the rail authority took a detour from the original
plan. Writing in the San Mateo Daily Journal last year,
Kopp argued, “Waste of taxpayer money must be
stopped and the … promise to voters reinstated or
remaining bond funds, after voter approval, should be
divided between Caltrain for improvements … and the
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How Grifters Are Increasingly Hijacking The Right

Cont.

(Continued from page 8)

fringy left position championed by Robert Kennedy Jr.,
anti-vaccine. This left people on the right in the
strange position of disagreeing with Donald Trump on
the vaccine, more evidence something was off. And
the left happily went along with rewriting the debate
for us.
An accountant for what’s become known as “scam
PACs'' went to prison for his role in raising $2.2 million
using Ken Cucinelli’s name. The PAC donated only
$10,000 to Cucinelli’s gubernatorial campaign in Virginia according to Cucinelli. This Conservative
StrikeForce PAC raised more than $2.8 million between January 2013 and June 2014 but only $82,000
of that went to candidates or campaign committees.

Another common tactic is to use the name of a politician to raise money, merely giving the politician a tiny
cut in exchange for raising millions. The grifters find
the politicians most likely to say outrageous things
and amplify them, often coming up with outrageous
quotes for them. It magnifies the problem of us constantly being on the defensive doing damage control
for the attention-getters. Instead of the savviest politicians on the right setting the tone, the politicians most
likely to say something rude set the tone, destroying
any chance for civility in politics.
People get used to hyperbole and become addicted to
it. It’s sadly like a porn addiction — the more hysteria
you read, the more you need it.
Yes, the Democrats today have indeed descended
into rudeness, mastering Saul Alinsky’s Rules for
Radicals. But one of those rules is holding the opponent up to their standards — unlike the left, we have
Judeo-Christian values. We will lose every time we
violate our standards and join the pigs in the gutter.
Grifters are taking over conservative media too. Good
journalism never was expected to make money —
that’s why the left has gotten away with PBS for so
many years, people realize there’s a disconnect. The
leading conservative magazine of the 20th century
(before it became much more moderate during this
century), National Review, was the product of William
F. Buckley Jr. who came from wealth. When it
launched, everyone who was a part of the magazine
was expected to either be supported financially by
(Continued on page 15)
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Despite the bad housing policies in AB 1487, at least
it recognized that the Bay Area needed a regional approach given the fact that nine different counties are
in close proximity. But SB 679 had no such justification, a point specifically referenced in the Assembly’s
own Committee on Appropriations staff report: “Such
powers and capacities already exist within the county
government.”
Further, “[s]ince Los Angeles County governs all 88
cities, unlike the Bay Area, which is made up of nine
counties, it is unclear whether a new bureaucracy is
needed to undertake actions that can already be carried out by Los Angeles County in conjunction with its
cities.”

In opposition, the California Taxpayers Association
made the same point: “The creation of an additional
housing agency with the same taxing authority as local jurisdictions is unnecessary and inefficient. Additionally, the new agency would have the ability to impose countywide taxes and use the revenue for projects that do not benefit the taxpayers in all of the cities being taxed.”
We suspect that the real purpose of SB 679 is to give
local politicians “plausible deniability” that they are
responsible for raising taxes. “It’s not us,” they’ll be
able to claim. It’s the state’s high taxes and onerous
regulatory regime that slow development to a crawl
and dramatically drive up the cost of construction.
Adding another layer of taxation isn’t the solution.
Jon Coupal is president of the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association
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Dear COLAB Members,
Did you know that lessening the burden of government is a bonafide and legitimate
function of a charitable endeavor, i.e. a 501c3 tax exempt foundation? Is that not a
cause you can believe in and support? Well, thankfully, COLAB now has its own
foundation!!!
COLAB can now raise funds from other foundations, as well as, individuals who don’t
own their own business! That means that everyone who contributes to the COLAB
Foundation can write off their contributions.
The COLAB Foundation is a public charity formed to procure funding for the Santa
Barbara County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business (COLAB) and other select non-profit entities to advance education and science, combat community deterioration and lessen the burden of government.
Of course, the donations to the COLAB Foundation can only be used to educate the
public about the work that COLAB and others are doing in our community, but we
have been educating people all along!

The COLAB Foundation!
Donations are tax-deductible as a charitable contribution!
Please send your contribution to:
The COLAB Foundation
PO Box 7523
Santa Maria, CA 93456

Or online at:
http://www.colabsbc.org/COLAB-foundation-form.php
Donations to the COLAB Foundation are deductible IRC 170 as the foundation
is an IRS approver 501 C3 charity.
Our EIN is 81-1088586
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How Grifters Are Increasingly Hijacking The Right

(Continued from page 12)

their family or have another job. It didn’t turn a profit
for years. In 2015, its editor at the time, Rich Lowry,
converted the magazine into a nonprofit, stating, “[P]
ublishing a serious opinion magazine has never been
a profitable business, and never will be."
The hysteria caused by grifters is causing people anxiety. They’re bombarded by messages every day declaring there’s massive voter fraud that’s going to result in people going to prison, that the election is
about to be decertified, and that terrible things are going to happen to Democrats. As the former Maricopa
County Elections attorney (when it was under better
leadership), who has written more about voter fraud
than almost any other reporter, I can tell you there’s a
lot of fake news accompanying the valid evidence of
wrongdoing. So when little happens in terms of consequences, patriots feel worse than they need to. Yes,
our country is in a bad place, going downhill fast, but
adding in fake news leads to unnecessary confusion,
and anxiety and makes our side look like the boy who
cried wolf or ignorant when we get caught repeating
the fake news. Look what happened to QAnon.
A well-connected insider told me that there are some
Super PACs, unaffiliated with the GOP, with questionable numbers. They pay their executives huge salaries and have immense overheads. While this information can be found on the FEC’s website or the
slightly easier-to-understand Open Secrets website, it
takes a bit of digging. He believes someone should
set up a website specifically monitoring them.
Rachel Alexander is a political consultant (and editor
and founder of Intellectual Conservative

Cont.
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California’s Flawed
Assumptions And Alarming
Failures Cont.
(Continued from page 1)

years. California now boasts almost half of America’s
unsheltered street-level homeless population and
nearly one in four of America’s overall homeless population, even though it contains only 12% of the U.S.
population. Only this year did the state pass a “Care
Court” program that may—in a year or two—make it
easier to get help for people with serious mental illness. Also, a recent settlement announcement by the
LA Alliance for Human Rights commits LA County to
more mental health and addiction treatment outreach
and beds, not just housing.”
“Advocates had claimed that shifting to a Housing
First approach, with its massive increases in subsidized housing vouchers, would end homelessness in
ten years (i.e., by 2023!). The failure of their prediction
is rooted in flawed assumptions about the nature of
the crisis, especially the prevalence of untreated mental illness and drug use disorders within the homelessness community. In their 2019 groundbreaking study,
the California Policy Lab, a nonpartisan research institute based at the University of California, found that
78% of the unsheltered homelessness population reported having mental health conditions and 50% reported that their mental health conditions contributed
to their loss of housing. Additionally, 75% of the unsheltered population reported substance abuse conditions, and 51% reported that the use of drugs or alcohol contributed to their loss of housing.”

Page 16

Carbajal Trippin’ Across
The Aisle! Cont.
(Continued from page 2)

controls virtually every aspect of private use of one’s
property, including limiting water rights, building rights,
innumerable environmental restrictions on the use of
property as it relates to and affects the natural
resources thereon, not to mention zoning machinations, and endless permitting regimens.
Regarding labor, dems eliminated a million or so private contracting jobs via AB5, and now they are promulgating so-called “project labor agreements” that prevent some 85% of non-union construction workers
from working on government construction projects. Further, they have created a scheme to bankrupt the fast-food industry by way of a “commission” to
regulate hours, wages, and working conditions.
There you have it, Salud! Compulsive state control of
water, energy, transportation, private property, and
labor, who could ask for anything more? Certainly not
the republican party.
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California’s Parent Revolution Will Impact Midterm
Election Outcomes Cont.
years;

(Continued from page 3)

race-based ideological instruction in public schools
across the country.”
Notably, Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida, a frequent target of Gov. Gavin Newsom, has eliminated “critical
race theory” from curricula in its schools. “The Florida
Department of Education has released examples of
what it calls ‘problematic’ material that led it to ban
dozens of math textbooks — including a lesson with
an algebra graph measuring racial prejudice,” the NY
Post reported. Gov. DeSantis took charge after parents were outraged at the indoctrination and even exposure to dangerous and divisive concepts under the
guise of public education curricula. California students
are being fed a steady diet of CRT, vile sex indoctrination, “unconscious bias,” while being deprived of
U.S. History, English, Math, and real Science.
In California, the Democrat dominated Legislature
killed a bill that would have made sexual education in
public schools an ‘opt-in’ program. SB 673, authored
by then-Senator Mike Morrell (R-Rancho Cucamonga), would have required permission slips filled out by
parents to allow children to go to sex ed classes up
through the sixth grade.

•

Increase educational options by allowing parents
to choose the education option that best suits the
needs of children, and fund the child;

•

Enact a tax credit that individuals can claim when
they make donations to organizations that award
scholarships to students for expenses related to
attending their school of their choice.

•

Improve accountability and transparency for federal education programs by requiring that federal
databases explain the purpose and impact of federal education spending.

“When federal education programs are shown not to
work, then they should be eliminated,” Izumi adds.

As for California students, they should be proficient in
reading and math Izumi says, and they aren’t even
close. Proficient merely means they should be able or
competent at reading and math. Less than half of California students met the state standard in English, and
only one-third of students met statewide standards for
mathematics.
“This is a condemnation of the policies Gov. Newsom
(Continued on page 18)

As Izumi noted in a recent op ed, “Whatever the results of the midterm elections, the new Congress will
face many old problems, especially in education. Yet,
despite the seemingly intractable nature of these
problems, there are important actions that Congress
can take to meet the needs and concerns of parents
and their children.”
Izumi says two million students have un-enrolled from
the public schools over the last couple years and why,
for example, 50,000 students simply failed to show up
on the first day of school in Los Angeles.
Parents are voting with their feet that they want more
education options for their children, not just the onesize-fits-all often failing public school system.
He outlines how Congress can help increase the educational choices for families:
•

Cut Biden Administration regulations to Charter
schools, and better fund them. The federal Charter School Program, which sends federal dollars to
charter schools, has had stagnant funding for
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California’s Parent Revolution Will Impact Midterm
Election Outcomes cont.
(Continued from page 17)

and his sycophants were foisting on parents and children,” Izumi said.
California politicians need to recognize the parent revolution and heed Izumi’s and Wu’s recommendations and
warnings.
As California school boards across the state shift their focus following this election, they also must work with
the California Legislature to ensure that families have more choices, greater safety, and the assurance that
their tax dollars are spent wisely, as Izumi recommends.
“Katy Grimes is Editor of the California Globe, is a long-time Investigative Journalist covering the California
State Capitol, and the co-author of California's
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