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Our Absurd Approach To Criminal Justice Reform  

By Andy Caldwell 

   “PsychoHeresy” is a book written by a former San-

ta Barbara City College Administrator, Martin Bobgan, 
and his wife Deidre Bobgan.  The basic premise of the 
book is that a little over 100 years ago, the field of 
psychology and psychiatry did not exist, instead we 
had something called “soul care”.   

The Bobgans demonstrate an irrefutable index of 
studies that show that the modern practice of psychol-
ogy is replete with failure for a variety of reasons, in-
cluding theoretical models of behavior that have no 
basis in reality.  The word clap trap comes to 
mind.  What the studies show is that there is some-
thing superior to a stranger with a diploma on the wall 
trying to make sense of a person’s problems based on 
some scheme of human behavior they learned in 
graduate school.  Namely, the counseling should be 
done by someone who is known, trusted and respect-
ed via established relationship, and who can thereby 
hold the counseled personally responsible for their 
actions.  

This subject matter has relevance to our criminal jus-
tice system.  Our society, long ago, moved from pun-
ishment as a core value of incarceration towards the 
noble but weakly-defined notion of rehabilitation that 
did not fair any much better.  Nowadays, the buzz 
words that define our new approach is the promotion 
of “equity and well-being” as described in Santa Bar-
bara County’s plan to “elevate care” for youth in cus-
tody who should otherwise be in state prison because 
they are no longer juveniles by a long shot!  This is in 
keeping with the state’s desire to forgo their responsi-
bility to run prisons for both adults and youth in order 
to save money by dumping the problems back on 
counties.  Hence, we now have 25-year-old “children” 
in a glorified version of juvenile hall! 

The program is based on a bill, SB 823, designed for 
youth to be placed in the least restrictive appropriate 
environment that would reduce and/or eliminate racial 
and ethnic disparities while decreasing the use of con-
finement in the juvenile justice system.  The youth at 
the center of this program in Santa Barbara County 
are primarily Hispanic males who committed the fol-
lowing offenses: 7 Assault with Deadly Weapon/
Assault, 5 Robbery, 2 Murder/Attempted Murder, 2 
Sex Offenses, 1 Shooting at an Inhabited Dwelling.  In 
addition: 82% had gang association, 90% committed 

an offense resulting in harm (physical, psychological 
and/or monetary) to their victim.   

Taking a lesson from a toddler/kindergarten type ap-
proach to promoting excellent behavior among these 
former gang bangers, our local youth are provided an 
Excellent Behavior Card. When a youth exhibits ex-
cellent behavior, a staff member will use a specific 
hole punch and punch one (1) of the numbered boxes 
on the card. One (1) box is reserved for a single ob-
servation of excellent behavior and there is no limit as 
to how many punches a youth may earn in a day. 
Once the youth has filled their card, the youth is al-
lowed to select a “Golden Egg'' from the Treasure 
Chest.  Each golden egg contains a prize ranging 
from a special snack, an extra telephone call, or a 
meal with administration.”  Why not a Happy Meal to 
go with that? 

Even better?  Green Space!  “Current research sug-
gests that detention facilities with higher proportions 
of natural vegetation within its perimeter exhibit lower 
levels of self-harm and violence between youth and 
toward staff. Additionally, research suggests benefi-
cial associations between green space exposure and 
reduced stress, positive mood, less depressive symp-
toms, better emotional well-being, improved mental 
health and behavior, and decreased psychological 
distress in adolescents.”  There you go!  If only we 
had turned prison yards into gardens!  Either that, or 
maybe they should be supervised and counseled by 
somebody who walked in their shoes, including former 
gang bangers and drug addicts, who have successful-
ly reintegrated back into society?  I know a few! 
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California’s Public Golf Courses To Be Converted To 
Affordable Housing Complexes Under AB 672    
By Katy Grimes 
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   What about the impact to the state’s 

golf tourism and at-risk youth programs? 

A bill in the California Legislature authored by Assem-
blywoman Cristina Garcia (D-Bell Gardens) is propos-
ing to convert California public/municipal golf courses 
into affordable housing. Assembly Bill 672 provides 
$50 million in developer subsidies to redevelop Cali-
fornia’s municipal golf courses into affordable housing 
complexes. 

Assemblywoman Cristina Garcia. (Photo: Kevin Sand-
ers for California Globe) 

Yes, it’s a real thing. Assembly Bill 672 says: 

Publicly owned golf courses: conversion: affordable 
housing. 

Existing law establishes the Department of 
Housing and Community Development and 
requires it to, among other things, administer 
various programs intended to fund the acquisi-
tion of property to develop or preserve afforda-
ble housing. 

This bill would, upon appropriation by the Leg-
islature, require the department to administer a 
program to provide incentives in the form of 
grants to local governments that make publicly 
owned golf courses available for housing and 
publicly accessible open spaces, as specified. 

GolfWeek reported the bill would: 

• Remove municipal golf courses from protec-
tions of the Public Park Preservation Act. 

• Provide an exemption to the California Envi-
ronmental Quality Act or CEQA. 

• Make it easier to rezone public open-space 
land for housing. 

Assemblywoman Garcia’s AB 672 “Fact Sheet” below 
states, “Golf courses proliferate in and around Califor-
nia’s urban centers. As golf declines, the state can 
craft a ‘grand bargain’ to encourage redevelopment of 
golf courses in a way that promotes equity and afford-
ability, and fights climate change.” 

Golf is declining? In California? 

The “Fact Sheet” also states, “In the 80s and 90s, golf 
was on the upswing; but as the National Golf Founda-
tion reports, since 2006, golf is declining. Golf courses 
struggle to stay open. Some locales subsidize munici-
pal courses. It is reasonable to expect their decline 
will continue.” 

This information is cherry-picked from a lengthy list on 
the National Golf Foundation website replete with sta-
tistics and data supporting the growing popularity of 
golf in the country. The rest of the information said 
“SINCE 2006, there has been a cumulative contrac-
tion of approximately 11% which has been dispropor-
tionately concentrated in value-priced courses (less 
than $40 greens fee).” 

Assemblywoman Garcia’s “Fact Sheet” for AB 672 
states, “Golf courses are labeled as open space. Who 
can access golf courses? Only those who know how 
to or can afford to play golf. Pay-to-play leisure activi-
ties do not serve low and moderate-income Californi-
ans.” 

Yet she’s proposing to further diminish or totally do 
away with the value-priced golf courses if her bill were 
to pass – golf courses that do serve low and moderate
-income Californians. 

The Globe has read reports that golf is up 30% in 

2021, and particularly at municipal courses open to 

the public. According to the National Golf Foundation, 

36.9 million people played golf in 2020. And, the Golf 

Foundation says of the 16,100 golf courses in the 

country, “Golf remains highly accessible, with 75% of 

facilities open to the public.” 
(Continued on page 18) 



When Truth Is No Longer Self-Evident      
By Andy Caldwell 
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  For many years, I have offered psychic predictions 

for the new year in a similar vein as the best super-
market tabloids.  However, this year I must take a 
break, a psychiatric break that is, because the world 
we are living in is losing its perspective on truth and 
reality.   

Milton Friedman predicted that if you put the govern-
ment in charge of the Sahara desert, in five years we 
would run out of sand.  This principle is applicable to 
the State of California and Santa Barbara County with 
respect to the legalization of marijuana.  Our state leg-
islature approved a $100 million bailout of the industry 
that was struggling with state-imposed taxes and reg-
ulations, that, instead of lessening the taxes and the 
regulations!  Santa Barbara County supervisors, for 
their part, ignored the expert who warned that the 
number of grows they were permitting in our county 
alone, would help over-saturate the California market, 
thereby collapsing the market price of the product, 
and, subsequently, the tax proceeds from the 
same.  How much heartache and conflict in the hood 
could have been otherwise avoided if the supervisors 
had shown some constraint?  Regardless, our govern-
ment will prove itself the only entity in the world that 
could not turn a profit from selling drugs. 

“We know they are lying, they know they are lying, 
they know we know they are lying, we know they 
know we know they are lying, but they are still lying”, 
a quote often attributed to Aleksandr Solzheni-
tsyn.  Author Rod Dreher writes in his book “Live Not 
by Lies” about our slide into totalitarianism which in-
cludes additional insights from George Orwell’s 
1984.  Orwell’s specific warning has to do with the 
foundation of totalitarian control, that having to do with 
“rejecting the evidence of your eyes and ears”.  This is 
essential, because, as Solzhenitsyn warns, totalitari-
anism depends on an ideology of lies.  Accordingly, 
Dreher writes, “We are supposed to believe that “men 
have periods.  The woman standing in front of you is 
to be called ‘he’.  Diversity and inclusion means ex-
cluding those who object to ideological uniformity (the 
cancel culture).  Equity means treating persons une-
qually, regardless of their skills and achieve-
ments...”.  Hence, a nation founded on the corner-

stone of “we hold these truths to be self-evident” are 
succumbing to living a lie that serves as an affront to 

(Continued on page 17) 



Sen. Cotton: Be Careful What You Wish For        
By Steven Greenhut 
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   Republicans have some legitimate beefs 
with Big Tech firms, but their support for 
government “solutions” will blow up in 
their faces. 

“Democracy,” H.L. Mencken wrote, “is the theory that 
the common people know what they want, and de-
serve to get it good and hard.” Every new legislative 
session offers abundant evidence of the famed Balti-
more journalist’s pithy words, but new Democratic Big 
Tech legislation is about to give conservatives what 
they say they want … good and hard. 

As an advocate for limited government and private 
enterprise, I’ve been stunned by the degree to which 
Republicans have called for giving the federal and 
state governments incredible new powers to regulate 
private technology firms — mainly because they’re 
annoyed at the biases that these (mostly) Silicon Val-
ley based companies show in their social-media mod-
erating decisions. 

Many of these arguments echo ones that leftists have 
long made as they seek to place bureaucrats in con-
trol over expanding sectors of the economy. There are 
the repeated conservative calls to treat private com-
panies into “common carriers,” which would expand 
regulatory control over them. That assumes they are 
monopolies, but they are not — anyone (including the 
former president) can come up with a competitive al-
ternative. 

These days, conservatives are happy letting the feds 
break up or control private firms — provided they 
don’t like the leadership of those firms, or the way 
they conduct their business. Such regulation by griev-
ance, however, is woefully unprincipled and short-
sighted. It certainly ignores one of the basic rules of 
political regulation: Consider what your enemies will 
do with the newfound government powers. 

I’ve even read conservative calls for a return to the 
leftist “Fairness Doctrine,” which would make federal 
bean-counters the arbiter of balanced broadcast news 
coverage. Fortunately, the Reagan administration 
eliminated that rule in 1987. 

“This type of content-based regulation by the federal 
government is, in my judgment, antagonistic to the 
freedom of expression guaranteed by the First 
Amendment,” President Ronald Reagan said in his 
veto message. “In any other medium besides broad-

casting, such federal policing of the editorial judgment 
of journalists would be unthinkable.” 

As usual, the Gipper had it right. It’s unlikely that Fox 
News or Rush Limbaugh would have ever gotten their 
start in a world of government-refereed “fairness” and 
“balance,” but why worry about unintended conse-
quences? 

Likewise, conservative efforts to eliminate Section 230 
of the Communications Decency Act, which protects 
social-media companies from defamation lawsuits 
stemming from the comments made by individual 
posters, will have a number of totally foreseen conse-
quences (not the least of which are more lawsuits 
against private firms, which conservatives typically 
have abhorred). 

These social-media companies will either have to 
moderate posts in a more heavy-handed manner 
(since they’ll be liable for anything posted) or open 
their forums to all comers, and allow their sites to turn 
into the equivalent of your spam email file. Guess 
which approach is more likely — and guess how con-
servatives will fare in the end? 

At the state level, legislatures and a bipartisan group 
of attorneys general are pushing bills and lawsuits 
that would undermine Apple’s business model for dis-
tributing and purchasing its apps. The company creat-

(Continued on page 14) 



Our Next Date With Infamy     
By Andy Caldwell 

defeated.”  

Thus, America and the world has faced off with the 
Empire of Japan, the Third Reich, the Soviet Empire, 
and the Nation of Islam.  When any empire aspires to 
global dominance, it always ends badly.  

Unfortunately, all the promises and intents to with-
stand treachery and aggressive impulses of evil em-
pires rings hollow with respect to China, which no 
longer bothers to hide its multi-decade plan to gain 
hegemonic control of the world.  This, by way of its 
belts-and-roads initiative which seeks to invest, in-
debt, and incapacitate much of the world while gaining 
control of world-wide assets and infrastructure, the 
development of weapons including space war capaci-
ty that would leave our military (both offensively and 
defensively) deaf, dumb and blind, along with their 
development of cyberweapons and artificial intelli-
gence that can cripple our critical infrastructure while 
robbing our technology, industry and health sectors of 
precious minerals and both raw and finished materi-
als.  Taken together, all this will in short time spell 
doom for the free world without the Chinese com-
munists having to fire a shot. 

Meanwhile, let’s keep marketing the NBA in China, 
purchasing materials from their slave labor camps, 
turning a blind eye to their genocidal tendencies and 
aspirations, abstain from calling their bioweapon the 
China virus, while continuing to declare that global 
warming is the biggest threat facing humanity.  After 
all, it seems to be a tradition among mankind to ignore 
the peril of vicious emerging empires until after they 
attack.  
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   Tuesday, Dec. 7, marks the 80th anniversary of 

Pearl Harbor, a date that will live in infamy, as FDR 
characterized the same in his famous speech that 
reads in part:  

“The attack yesterday on the Hawaiian islands has 
caused severe damage to American naval and mili-
tary forces. Very many American lives have been 
lost.  Yesterday, the Japanese government also 
launched an attack against Malaya...Hong 
Kong....Guam...the Philippine Islands...Wake Island..., 
and this morning Midway Island”.   Japan has, there-
fore, undertaken a surprise offensive extending 
throughout the Pacific area. The facts of yesterday 
speak for themselves. The people of the United 
States ...well understand the implications to the very 
life and safety of our nation.” 

FDR continues “Always will we remember the charac-
ter of the onslaught against us.  No matter how long it 
may take us to overcome this premeditated invasion, 
the American people in their righteous might will win 
through to absolute victory.  I believe I interpret the 
will of the Congress and of the people when I assert 
that we will not only defend ourselves to the utter-
most, but will make very certain that this form of 
treachery shall never endanger us again.” 

“This form of treachery shall never endanger us 
again.”  These words are worth repeating, reminiscent 
of the phrase “never again”, used to recall and vow 
that the Jewish holocaust would never be repeated.   

Winston Churchill said about the war with the Nazis, 
“You ask, what is our aim? I can answer in one word. 
It is victory. Victory at all costs — Victory in spite of all 
terrors — Victory, however long and hard the road 
may be, for without victory there is no survival.  Let 
that be realized. No survival for the British Empire, no 
survival for all that the British Empire has stood for...”. 

In 1983, Ronald Reagan named the Soviet Union the 
Evil Empire, stating the Soviets “must be made to un-
derstand we will never compromise our principles and 
standards nor ignore the facts of history and the ag-
gressive impulses of an evil em-
pire.”                                     

After 9/11, President Bush pledged something similar, 
that, “Our war on terror begins with al Qaeda, but it 
does not end there.  It will not end until every terrorist 
group of global reach has been found, stopped and 



Race And Class Warfare Taints County Redistricting        
By Andy Caldwell 
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   Santa Barbara County’s independent redistricting 

committee, created by a ballot initiative, has unani-
mously approved a final map, but believe me, there 
was plenty of drama along the way!   That drama in-
cluded a last minute furtive attempt by one commis-
sioner (Megan Turley) to forward a radical map, never 
before seen by the public, into the final round.  Fortu-
nately, due to immense outcry, that map was jetti-
soned.  The final map determines the boundaries of 
the five county supervisorial districts that is not with-
out some controversy.  

Truth be told, most people don’t know who their coun-
ty supervisor is, what district they live in, or why it 
matters!  This lack of knowledge actually led to mani-
fold concerns that had absolutely nothing to do with 
county government.  Hundreds of people participated 
in the process, many of whom were political activists, 
nevertheless, the end result is better than would be 
the case if the supervisors had drawn the boundaries 
of their own districts. 

The biggest win for the North County?  Isla Vista and 
UCSB are finally relegated to vote in a south county 
district (district #2) where they belong.  Gone are the 
days wherein IV and UCSB completely dominated the 
swing district (district #3) by way of a super-
concentration of extremely naive political lemmings 
who never lived here long enough to suffer the conse-
quences of their political machinations.  There were 
four commissioners on the committee that nearly died 
on this hill, that is, trying to keep IV and UCSB in a 
north county district, but thankfully, they were         
outvoted. 

The most disturbing and troublesome result of the 
process is the “Rios Grande” 5th district, aptly named 
by yours truly, after commissioner Jannet Rios.  The 
newly delineated 5th district, which comprises parts of 
Santa Maria and all of Guadalupe, was drawn in such 
a way as to “pack” (a technical term) the district with 
as many Latinos as was possible, a whopping 
83%.  Hence, the neighboring district #4 will be 
robbed of its own significant Latino concentration of 
voters that would otherwise be the case. 

The Rios Grande district was ultimately the handiwork 
of the radical Latino/farmworker activist organizations 
CAUSE and MICOP whose sole intention is to elect a 
woke Latino activist to represent this district in 2022 

by way of a divide and conquer mentality.  That is, 
the racist, class warfare rhetoric used to justify the 
boundaries of this district was appalling.  These ac-
tivists completely reject the notions of E pluribus un-
um and the melting pot, two characteristics that 
made America what it is today. 

CAUSE, MICOP, and Rios, plainly stated they did 
not want any “nice neighborhoods”, presumably 
comprised of “wealthy”, read that white people, re-
siding in “their” Latino district.  Similar socio-
economic arguments were made in the south county 
whereby they objected to having wealthy Hope 
Ranch in the same district as Isla Vista.  Drawing 
maps on the exclusive basis of race is actually ille-
gal, nonetheless, the leftie consultants the commis-
sion hired to advise them assured the                

(Continued on page 14) 



Lack Of Money Isn’t California’s Problem  
By Jon Coupal 

superintendent of equity. The state job, which pays a 
salary of up to $179,832, originated as a foundation-
funded position paid for by a $700,000 grant from the 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation. In July 2020, 
following the protests over the death of George Floyd, 
Lee went on the state payroll as a deputy superinten-
dent for the California Department of Education. The 
purpose of the hire was to ensure the success of chil-
dren of color in California. 

The only problem was that Lee lives and works in 
Pennsylvania. Politico reported that he “owns a Penn-
sylvania-based psychology firm and is president of the 
New Jersey Psychological Association’s executive 
board,” but his resume shows “no prior experience in 
California or relationships with school districts in the 
state.” 

So how did he get hired for a six-figure-salary state 
job in California? Lee is a longtime close friend of 
state Superintendent of Public Instruction Tony Thur-
mond and was even in Thurmond’s wedding. Perhaps 
it was the revelation that public school students would 
be learning more about cronyism than equity that pre-
cipitated Lee’s sudden decision to resign just last 
week. 

Another example of our leaders’ unwillingness to be 
held accountable for education dollars reaching stu-
dents is in the state’s pension systems. While Califor-
nia made modest reforms in 2013, the California State 
Teachers’ Retirement System is only 66% funded, 
with $100 billion in unfunded liabilities on the books. 

(Continued on page 16) 
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   California’s rate of education spending continues 
its rapid escalation but expected increases in perfor-
mance remain lagging. While taxpayers are doing 
their job, politicians, education bureaucrats, and 
teacher unions aren’t doing theirs. 

The 40-year-old myth that Proposition 13 gutted edu-
cation spending was never true to begin with, despite 
the progressive narrative, but now it has been ex-
posed as utter fantasy. According to the federal gov-
ernment’s National Center for Education Statistics, in 
inflation-adjusted constant dollars, per-pupil spending 
in California for public elementary and secondary 
schools rose from $5,675 in 1969-70, to $7,377 in 
1979-80, to $9,121 in 1989-90. For 2017-18, the most 
recent year for which statistics are available, per-pupil 
spending for K-12 public schools was $13,129, the 
highest ever. 

As Reason Foundation’s Christian Barnard highlight-
ed recently in these pages, “inflation-adjusted educa-
tion spending in California grew by a massive 44.03% 
between 2013 and 2019 — the fastest growth among 
any state in the nation including the District of Colum-
bia during that period.” That’s made us 17th in the na-
tion in per-pupil K-12 spending. 

So no, California’s schools aren’t hurting for cash as 
the foes of Prop. 13 would like you to believe. What 
California’s schools are hurting for is accountability. 
And as two recent news items show, it starts at the 
top. 

One example is a story reported by POLITICO about 
the questionable hiring of Daniel Lee, California’s first 



Biden’s Tornado Climate Ambulance-Chasing    
Steven Milloy 
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   Most Americans likely reacted with shock, sorrow 
and compassion upon hearing about the deadly torna-
dos that tore through six Midwest states last Friday 
night, killing 90 as of the date of this column. But not 
the White House. There, the initial reaction was heavi-
ly flavored with “How can we exploit this tragedy to 
advance what’s left of our climate agenda in the Build 
Back Better bill?” 

What came out of Joe Biden’s mouth at a Saturday 
press conference was pure word salad but you get the 
drift of what he’s trying to say: “All I know is that the 
intensity of the weather across the board has some 
impacts as a consequence of the warming of the plan-
et and climate change. The specific impact on these 
specific storms, I can't say at this point. I'm going to 
be asking the EPA and others to take a look at that. 
The fact is that we all know everything is more intense 
when the climate is warming. Everything. And obvi-
ously it has some impact here, but I can't give you a 
quantitative read on that." 

Biden’s director of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) was much crisper: “This is go-
ing to be our new normal, and the effects that we’re 
seeing from climate change are the crisis of our gen-
eration.” 

These are bold statements from people who have no 

expertise in weather or climate. 

To put their irresponsible wildness in some perspec-
tive, consider the opening words of a New York Times 
op-ed from a self-described “tornado climatologist” 
and a believer in human-caused catastrophic climate 
change: “It is not unusual for people to ask me after a 
spate of storms like the ones that ripped through the 
center of the country on Friday whether climate 
change has anything to do with it. The answer is: It’s 
complicated.” 

But is it even really “complicated”? 

Hours after the tornados struck, CBS weatherman Jef 
Berardelli tweeted that December tornados were rare 
and this one was aided by warming from climate 
change. Checking on his claims, I found that while 
December tornados indeed rare, they do happen. 

I found news reports of a 1957 tornado outbreak that 
struck five Midwest states and killed 19 in December 
1957, which was many emissions of greenhouse gas-
es ago. There was another multistate hurricane that 
ripped through the Midwest in December 1966, also 
way before the current climate panic. 

More research turned up inconvenient data from the 
National Oceanographic and Atmospheric              

(Continued on page 12) 



How The Left Turns Anyone Leading The Right Into Fringe 
Extremists 
By Rachel Alexander 

this politically correct era of snowflakes where 
everyone pretends to be constantly offended, the left 
can make traction against someone like that. Think of 
how many people on the right you know who bought 
into it; ranted about Trump’s mouth and don’t want 
him to run again in 2024.  

Trump had the same mouth — if not worse — before 
he got into politics, and was wildly popular. The 
Celebrity Apprentice lasted for eight seasons, 
excellent for a reality TV show. At its debut, 
viewership rivaled Survivor and American Idol at their 
heights. And by its last season under Trump, it 
performed better than Shark Tank and Dancing With 
the Stars. It’s since bombed under Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. 

Trump accomplished as much as Reagan, if not more. 
The inroads he made into picking up minority votes 
alone were incredible for a Republican president in 
the modern era — especially considering how the 
left’s main criticism of the right today is that we’re 
racist. But this new era of judging politicians by how 
politically correct they are will never allow him to be 
considered one of the great presidents. They’ve 

(Continued on page 13) 
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   The left has mastered many clever tactics to 

defeat the right in recent years, not based on 
substantive arguments but rather on tricking people. 
One is straight out of Saul Alinsky’s Rules for 
Radicals and the right is falling into the trap. Rule No. 
5 states, “Ridicule is man’s most potent weapon.” It 
basically consists of using 4th grader insults to coerce 
people into a herd attack mentality. They mastered it 
with former President Donald Trump, “orange man 
bad.” 

It didn’t used to be that way. Although Rules for 
Radicals came out in 1972, it didn’t achieve the level 
of success it has now for quite awhile. Ronald Reagan 
was able to survive the left’s much more muted 
attacks and leave an impressive legacy. Even 
historians rank him the 13th greatest president of all 
time, and they aren’t known for any bias toward the 
right.  

Trump was an unknown in politics, who was a 
registered Democrat for years. Many — if not most — 
conservatives didn’t support him in the 2016 
presidential primary because we thought he was a 
moderate. He wasn’t a far right conservative with a 
history of radical statements. But because the left has 
gotten so good at this tactic, they were able to make 
the most powerful man in the world running the freest 
country in the world seem like an extremist. 

Trump wasn’t much different than Reagan in terms of 
policy. But by pouncing on his sarcastic tweets and off
-the-cuff remarks, they were able to create this faux 
impression of him. The reality is Trump has a gifted 
sense of humor. In another life he could have been a 
comedian. Now imagine holding comedians up to 
everything they say on stage — which ironically is 
what the left is starting to do to them, especially Dave 
Chappelle.  

Everyone knew Trump was joking when he made his 
insults. They were over the top and made you laugh. 
But the left pretended they were serious. The left 
mastered taking his remarks out of context. They took 
it to a whole other level when they tried to claim his 
remarks called for violence on January 6, resulting in 
criminal investigations. 

A hundred years ago, Trump could have been a funny 
leader and no one would have batted an eye. But in 
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Why Heaven And Nature Sing!  
By Andy Caldwell  

meaning of Christmas is not a big seller these days 
due to the implication of judgement for sin and the 
need to be saved from the same.  This is because our 
society no longer believes in self-evident truths and 
divinely-inspired standards of good and evil having 
replaced the same with situational ethics and secular 
humanism.  

This oxymoron, that accepting or agreeing with God’s 
judgement in our lives- his condemnation of sin- is 
that which saves us, is completely lost on a society 
that refuses to be judged, the “don’t judge me” 
generation on steroids of eternal consequence.  That 
is, our society no longer lives as if we have a 
judge.  As a result, our society no longer appeals to 
God’s mercy, instead we have a vague notion of 
divine tolerance, if we believe at all.  Nevertheless, 
Jesus can’t be our savior unless there is a judgement 
that he is saving us from.  California, in particular, 
needs to be saved from God’s judgement because we 
practically lead the nation in defying God.   

Consider the most famous Christmas song in 
America, “Joy to the World”, which celebrates the God 
of nature and nature’s God, as he can bring both 
blessing (field) and trouble (floods and thorns), as 
nature is anything but benign.  In the days of old, 
before science and technology ruled the world and 
ostensibly answered the prayers of mankind, men of 

(Continued on page 16) 
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   This Christmas season, how do we contemplate 

and reconcile the tender mercies of God manifested in 
the birth of Jesus Christ along with the horrific natural 
disasters that killed so many innocent people in the 
Midwest?  In other words, how do we believe that God 
is good when bad things happen? 

Let us consider the words of the Declaration of 
Independence which speaks of the God of nature and 
nature’s God.  Whereas, climate change activists 
would have us believe that the tornadoes (and nearly 
every other world event) is caused by their god, 
climate change, our founding fathers believed 
otherwise.  They believed that nature as a whole is a 
reflection of God’s invisible attributes.  We as a 
society no longer believe that as we have lost hold of 
what it means to be one nation under God.  

Celebrating Christmas means pondering that Jesus 
Christ, the son of God, was born as God’s gift to save 
mankind from sin.  Subsequently, we will celebrate 
the death of Jesus during the Easter holiday upon his 
resurrection from the dead.  Taken together, the 
message is Christ successfully paid the price for sin 
and conquered death which was God’s judgement of 
sin.  The tantamount question is, how then shall we 
live? 

What does it mean to believe a savior was 
born?  What was he saving us from and what is he 
saving us unto?  The simple answer?  Jesus came to 
save us from ourselves, including what is known as 
the Western Civilization Rational Mind Set which 
eschews faith!  In an age and culture of deep-seated 
narcissism, nihilism, and hedonism, this particular 
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Biden’s Tornado Climate Ambulance-Chasing Cont. 

the future would be a very small percentage of ongo-
ing global emissions. The math is simple. 

Bad weather often has tragic consequences. It is both 
appalling and revealing that the struggling climate ac-
tivist movement keeps trying to exploit these unfore-
seeable and unavoidable tragedies in desperate 
hopes of advancing its twisted political agenda. 

Steve Milloy publishes JunkScience.com and is the 
author of “Scare Pollution: How and Why to Fix the 
EPA.”  
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Administrtaion (NOAA) showing that there is no in-
crease in tornados over the past 25 years and no in-
crease in hurricane intensity since 1954. 

This research took hardly any time to produce but ap-

parently even that much time was too much time for 

the Biden administration to do. 

The Biden administration has set an arbitrary deadline 
of Christmas for passing its multitrillion dollar spend-
ing orgy known as the Build Back Better (BBB) bill. 
Although West Virginia Sen. Joe Manchin has suc-
ceeded in stripping out of the bill most of it most dan-
gerous climate provisions, there remain climate 
spending provisions (mostly subsidies) totally about 
$555 billion. And Manchin is still pushing back against 
some of these provisions. So passage of BBB is any-
thing but certain, especially by Christmas. 

For the Biden administration and the climate activist 
community, the December hurricane is a very conven-
ient tragedy. Penn State climate activist and sup-
posed scientist Michael Mann told NBC News that 
BBB would “address” the problems of deadly torna-
dos. That is, of course, as false as Mann’s claim that 
he was a Noble Prize winner. 

There is no evidence that manmade greenhouse gas 
emissions have anything to do with tornados and, 
even giving the notion the benefit of the doubt, any 
emissions reduction brought about by the BBB bill in 

(Continued from page 9) 



How The Left Turns Anyone Leading The Right Into Fringe 
Extremists Cont. 
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disqualified him based on his clever sarcastic wit. 

Any other conservatives at the top fond of saying 
provocative things are also gradually being destroyed. 
In Congress, their biggest targets are Marjorie Taylor-
Greene, Paul Gosar, Lauren Boebert, Josh Hawley 
and Matt Gaetz. Can you remember anything they’ve 
said that was over the top? Probably not, because 
taken within the entire context of how they were 
saying it — sarcasm, metaphor not literally, merely a 
coincidence, etc. — the comments weren’t particularly 
remarkable. Only if you distort their statements and 
believe that they really want to do things like murder 
fellow Americans could you take them seriously. 
Never mind that The Squad has said far more 
provocative things.  

If Trump is destroyed enough so he doesn’t run again, 
we’re just going to elect someone like Ron DeSantis, 
who will deliver exactly the same agenda as Trump. 
He’s no more of a “radical extremist” than Trump. It’s 
not like the left is saving us from fascism by moving 
on to DeSantis instead of Trump. They stigmatize 
leaders on the right in order to discredit conservative 
principles, by associating the “horrible” Trump with 
conservative principles, as well as to hinder us by 
setting us back in terms of fundraising and support, 
since it will take awhile to get DeSantis or someone 
else back to the level of conservative support where 
Trump was. 

Until we wake up and realize that the left is merely 
using Alinsky’s No. 5 Rule, and push back, the left will 
continue to take down any of our leaders who dare to 
have a sense of humor and lead outside of a 
teleprompter. There is a reason Biden is glued to his 
teleprompter, the left is fully aware of how successful 
this tactic is. Trump would have been a wild success 
in the Reagan years. Political correctness arose at the 
end of those years, which we thought was horrible, so 
it’s frightening to consider how much worse it has 
become since then. Now everything is racist and race 
relations have worsened due to the false labels.  

You may not personally like the flamboyant style of 
some of these outspoken leaders on the right, and 
prefer that more well-spoken conservatives run for 

(Continued from page 10) 

office. But even if that happens, the left is going to 
come after them eventually for minor statements. Look 
up almost any major politician on the right and you will 
find a lengthy description somewhere — usually on 
their Wikipedia page, in contrast to the left whose 
radical statements are ignored and scrubbed clean 
from Wikipedia —  about some random statement they 
made which the left took out of context. 

Rachel Alexander is a political consultant (and editor 
and founder of Intellectual Conservative    



Sen. Cotton: Be Careful 
What You Wish For cont. 
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ed its App Store in 2008, which provides a safe man-
ner for customers to download apps that its tech folks 
have vetted (for viruses, security, etc.). 

These state officials would force the company to allow 
apps from other platforms and permit the use of third-
party payment systems — an effort to use the govern-
ment to force one company to change its business 
model in the name of helping other businesses. In the 
past, conservatives would understand why it’s a bad 
idea to let the government make such business deci-
sions and undermine voluntary business agreements. 

These days, Republicans often are sponsors of the 
bills. By jumping on the anti-tech bandwagon and en-
couraging the GOP grassroots to give up their opposi-
tion to big-government regulation, conservatives are 
making it more likely that some noxious Democratic-
sponsored legislation will ultimately pass. Sen. Tom 
Cotton, R-Ark., for instance, has co-sponsored a bill 
by Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., called the Competi-
tion and Opportunity Act. 

It seeks to stop private companies from consolidating, 
although for some reason — gee, I can’t figure out 
why — Arkansas-based Walmart and Minnesota-
based Target are exempt. “Technology companies 
are not inherently evil or malicious, and it is natural for 
successful businesses to continue to expand,” he 
wrote. “However, when any set of corporations reach 
this level of power and engage in such pervasive anti-
competitive behavior, it poses a threat to the free-
market system.” (Well, thanks for admitting that pri-
vate companies aren’t evil per se.) 

Actually, letting government decide which companies 
are too big and letting them make basic business de-
cisions is, on its face, a threat to the free-market sys-
tem — but Cotton and others aren’t going to let a 
good populist issue fall by the wayside. If conserva-
tives think that Democrats are going to stop with tech 
firms, they’re going to learn a lesson — and it will be a 
good and hard one.  

Steven Greenhut is Western region director for the R 
Street Institute. Write to him at sgreenhut@rstreet.org.  

(Continued from page 5) 

Race And Class Warfare 
Taints County Redistricting 
cont. 

commissioners they were on the right track! 

Politically speaking, there are no absolute guarantees 
that either conservatives or liberals can now win either 
the third (consisting of SY Valley, City of Lompoc and 
portions of Goleta) or the fifth district offices, which 
means the redistricting commission overall came up 
with a reasonable map, despite their packing ef-
fort.  The fourth district (Orcutt, along with “white” 
Santa Maria, and the unincorporated parts of the 
Lompoc Valley) will be held by conservatives. The first 
district (Carpinteria, Montecito and parts of Santa Bar-
bara) and the second (IV, UCSB, Hope Ranch and 
the waterfront portions of SB) will be held by liberals, 
with the notation that the second district could be-
come even more extreme due to the IV/UCSB         
influence. 

(Continued from page 7) 



 Dear COLAB Members,   

Did you know that lessening the burden of government is a bonafide and legitimate 
function of a charitable endeavor, i.e. a 501c3 tax exempt foundation?  Is that not a 
cause you can believe in and support?  Well, thankfully, COLAB now has its own 
foundation!!! 

COLAB can now raise funds from other foundations, as well as, individuals who don’t 
own their own business!  That means that everyone who contributes to the COLAB 
Foundation can write off their contributions. 

The COLAB Foundation is a public charity formed to procure funding for the Santa 
Barbara County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business (COLAB) and other se-
lect non-profit entities to advance education and science, combat community deterio-
ration and lessen the burden of government. 

Of course, the donations to the COLAB Foundation can only be used to educate the 
public about the work that COLAB and others are doing in our community, but we 
have been educating people all along!  

The COLAB Foundation! 

Donations are tax-deductible as a charitable contribution!  

Please send your contribution to: 

The COLAB Foundation 

PO Box 7523 

Santa Maria, CA 93456 

Or online at: 

http://www.colabsbc.org/COLAB-foundation-form.php 

Donations to the COLAB Foundation are deductible IRC 170 as the foundation 

is an IRS approver 501 C3 charity. 

Our EIN is 81-1088586 
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Lack Of Money Isn’t 
California’s Problem cont. 
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And, if President Biden gets his way, it is likely to get 
worse. 

The Biden administration is withholding access to $12 
billion in federal public transit funding unless Califor-
nia upends those aforementioned pension reforms. A 
letter from the Department of Labor says that Califor-
nia’s Public Employees’ Pension Reform Act 
(PEPRA), “continues to interfere with the collective 
bargaining process regardless of the specific terms of 
workers’ collective bargaining agreements now in ex-
istence.” 

The move is reminiscent of a similar attempt by the 
Obama administration to gut PEPRA. The White 
House eventually lost in court but not before California 
temporarily exempted transit workers from the pen-
sion reforms. That could happen again, as would the 
calls by other bargaining units to be exempted as well. 

If that were to happen, we’d see an even greater 
share of the taxpayers’ money diverted away from 
public services to cover pension debt. California has 
the money to properly fund our schools, it’s how the 
dollars are spent that’s the problem. 

Jon Coupal is president of the Howard Jarvis Taxpay-
ers Association.  

(Continued from page 8) 

faith prayed and humbled themselves before God 
Almighty who held their lives, their times and fortunes 
in his hand, for they believed that God judged both 
men and nations.   

Today, we call all of the above a form of superstition, 
a product of our culture and society having declared 
that God is dead for all practical intents and purposes, 
as we have rejected the foundations of faith and 
reverence that made America sing: “Joy to the world, 
the Lord has come, Let earth receive her king, Let 
every heart prepare him room...Let heaven and nature 
sing...He comes to make his blessings flow as far as 
the curse is found...He rules the world and makes the 
nations prove, The glory of his righteousness.”  

(Continued from page 11) 

Why Heaven And Nature 
Sing! cont. 



When Truth Is No Longer Self-Evident Cont. 
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common sense. 

Speaking of lies, let us consider our withdrawal from 
Afghanistan, considered one of the worst debacles in 
the history of American foreign policy.  Biden prom-
ised, read that lied, no less than 21 times that he 
would leave no Americans behind and claimed the 
withdrawal was a “tremendous success”.  This despite 
leaving some $85 billion worth of our most sophisticat-
ed military equipment, leaving hundreds behind, while 
having to bring back the bodies of 13 American sol-
diers.   

Regarding Joe Biden’s Build Back Better, we are sup-
posed to believe that several trillion dollar tax-and-
spend packages “won’t cost a dime”, and that inflation 
is a sign of a recovering economy.  Moreover, while 
ignoring the backlog of cargo ships and the subse-
quent supply chain breakage, the focus of transporta-
tion secretary Pete Buttigieg is the height of overpass-
es which he believes is a racist construct, a double 
entendre of epic stupidity for sure.  

Will the American spirit that valued self-evident truths 
revive and return to its senses before it is too late with 
respect to all the lies being foisted upon us?  Lies in-
volving climate change (it always changes!), covid 
(two weeks to flatten the curve?), that modern society 
can live without the energy and the 6,000 products 
derived from fossil fuels, the ruse that all criminals are 
victims, all white people are racist, and that the home-
less bear no responsibility for their fate. Oh, America, 
only the truth can keep you free.  

(Continued from page 4) 
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California’s Public Golf Courses To Be Converted To 
Affordable Housing Complexes Under AB 672 cont. 

Page 18 Volume 10 Issue 1  COLAB Magazine  

Land Use in California 

California is made up of more than 104 million acres 
of land throughout the state. Of that, the federal 
government owns slightly more than 45.8 million 
acres – approximately 40% of California. 

The Assemblywoman’s “Fact Sheet” states, 
“California is home to 921 public and private golf 
courses. They vary substantially in size; but often 
consume about 100 acres of land.” 

That’s 92,100 acres of land Assemblywoman Garcia 
wants to remove from public access. 

California also has a surplus of state-owned proper-
ty, including land and buildings. The misnomer that 
builders are running out of land is not the case in 
California, but may be in other states. However, 
states and the federal government have impressive 
real estate portfolios, owning vast swaths of land, 
structures and buildings. 

On January 15, 2019, California Governor Gavin 
Newsom signed Executive Order N-06-19 ordering 
the California Department of General Services 
(DGS) and the California Department of Housing 
and Community Development (HCD) to identify and 
prioritize excess state-owned property in order to 
pursue cost-effective housing projects. The idea 
was to make state and local public lands available 
for affordable housing development including: 

• An executive order to make excess state land 
available for affordable housing (Executive Or-
der N-06-19) 

• Connecting affordable housing developers to 
local surplus land and strengthening enforce-
ment of the Surplus Lands Act (AB 1486, Ting, 
2019) 

• Requiring cities and counties to inventory and 
report surplus and excess local public lands to 
include in a statewide inventory (AB 1255, Rob-
ert Rivas, 2019) 

Following that order, Assemblyman Phil Ting (D-
San Francisco) authored Assembly Bill 1486,  to 

(Continued from page 3) 

“Expand surplus property requirements for both the 
state and local agencies.” 

“Surplus land” is land owned by any local agency 
that is determined to be no longer necessary for the 
agency’s use, except property being held by the 
agency for the purpose of exchange or property 
meeting other exemptions. 

The golf courses named in AB 672 are municipal 
golf courses – open to the public. Why would As-
semblywoman Garcia set her sites on 92,100 acres 
of open space land which includes public golf cours-
es? This seems a rather cruel and deliberate at-
tempt to do away with the only golf courses in the 
state where members of the public from all walks of 
life can play golf for relatively low costs. 

In Sacramento, there are four municipal golf course 
facilities on city-owned land, operated by Morton 
Golf. The Morton Golf Management company has 
programs for the physically or mentally disabled and 
the blind, military veterans, stroke survivors, a Spe-
cial Olympics program, junior golf, 30 different local 
high school boys and girls golf teams, 13 women’s 
golf groups, the First Tee golf program, the First Tee 
Year Round After School Program, Latino Junior 
Golf Program, an At-Risk Youth golf Program, a 
Girls Play league, and many more programs aimed 
at providing the public access to the sport of golf. 

Assemblywoman Garcia adopted the lie that golf is 
on the decline in order to justify taking over and con-
verting public golf courses into housing, when the 

(Continued on page 19) 
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California’s Public Golf Courses To Be Converted To 
Affordable Housing Complexes Under AB 672 cont. 
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state has untold amounts of “Surplus Local Land for Affordable Housing,” according to the California Depart-
ment of Housing and Community Development. 

According to Forbes, golf is big business, “directly driving $84.1 billion in economic activity across the U.S. in 
2016, according to a study commissioned by the World Golf Foundation. The findings reflect a 22% increase 
from $68.8 billion in 2011, the last time the U.S. Golf Economy Report was released. The game also supports 
almost 1.9 million jobs and $58.7 billion in compensation.” 

AB 672 originated as a land use bill in February 2021, but was then heavily amended, hasn’t had a hearing yet 
or any committee analysis done on it. 

There are many problems with this bill. What about the economic impact golf has on California tourism? 

In just Sacramento, municipal golf has provided more than $4 million dollars in property tax, employment tax, 
sales tax and rent to the city and state. 

What about the impact to California golf tourism with public golf destinations like Torrey Pines in San Diego, 
Pebble Beach, Spyglass Hill, Spanish Bay and the NCGA-owned Poppy Hills Golf Course, all on the Monterey 
Coast? Or the public golf courses in Palm Springs, Palm Desert and Indian Wells? There are public golf cours-
es on the Central Coastal and in the many wine regions. 

What about the huge increase in golf since the COVID pandemic? Most golf courses report a significant in-
crease in golf activity since March 2020, and especially the public/municipal golf courses. 

There are plenty of ways to free up California land and buildings for affordable housing, starting with local gov-
ernments setting aside their myriad permitting hoops developers and builders must jump through, as well as 
excessive fee structures. Government should not be in the real estate business anyway; the idea that the state 
compiles a list of “surplus land” is a much more appropriate and reasonable starting point for affordable housing 
locations than targeting public golf courses. 

The Globe contacted Assemblywoman Garcia’s office to ask if the bill has a sponsor, or a list of supporters, but 
we did not receive a reply by close of business.  

Katy Grimes, the Editor of the California Globe, is a long-time Investigative Journalist covering the California 
State Capitol, and the co-author of California's War Against Donald Trump: Who Wins? Who Loses? 
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