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   There is no country on earth with greater diversity and opportunity than America, albe-

it, we are not, and never will be, perfect.  Nevertheless, we shall always aspire to a more 
perfect union. That is the legacy of America.  

Unfortunately, this July 4, there are not enough leaders in America who will stand for 
these truths, as insurrectionists tear down and trample monuments dedicated to our herit-
age. 

To understand the nature of today’s threat against America, we need to remind ourselves 
of one thing about us.  That is, independence and liberty, is in our DNA.  This liberty re-
quires every individual citizen to  take personal responsibility for their own well-being and 
a corporate responsibility for the good of country. 

More precisely, America was built on the premise of God-given unalienable rights admin-
istered by a government that would be susceptible to error, usury and aggrandizement, 
hence, Thomas Jefferson suggested we deal with that eventuality by way of once again 
spilling the blood of tyrants, if necessary. 

Unfortunately, however, it is not God-inspired patriots who are aspiring to overthrow our 
government, institutions and heritage today, by way of blood and bullets, as stated by 
Black Lives Matter leader Hawk Newsom, or by way of the likes of Antifa.  That is, Ameri-
ca is being accosted by three distinct and disparate movements who intend to abolish our 
government and our institutions by way of force and mob rule if necessary, something 
antithetical to the American way of life.  

At odds with a nation of free people, are three distinct political/economic/social move-
ments that want to build on the ash heap of America: anarchists, socialists and global-
ists.  The anarchists want “freedom” with no accountability or responsibility.  The social-
ists want government to be free to control every facet of people’s lives (for their own 
good) at the expense of individual liberty.  The globalists seek to undermine the inde-
pendence of nation states by way of limiting the rights and freedom of their citizens. In a 
nutshell, the only thing these disparate forces agree on is that they want America to go to 
the dustbin of history.  

The malevolent zeal to erase our past in the effort to destroy America has included at-
tacks on the Lincoln Memorial, the WWII Veterans Memorial, the Unknown Soldier Me-
morial and even the Emancipation Memorial, which was paid for by freed slaves and ded-
icated by Frederick Douglas.  Some activists have gone so far as to demand we tear 
down statues of Jesus, too, which reminds me of a relevant quote: “Man is God’s meth-
od.  Man is looking for better methods.  God is looking for better men” (E.M. Bounds). 

(Continued on page 16) 

America The Beautiful                                    

By Andy Caldwell 



Anarchists Are Hijacking Black Lives Matter                                    

By Andy Caldwell 
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   All of America is grieving in righteous anger as a 

result of the death of George Floyd.  Accordingly, I 
support bringing the cops who were involved to tri-
al.  Nevertheless, all Americans should support 
peaceful demonstrations against police misconduct 
while maintaining respect for all the good cops who 
risk their lives for us on a daily basis.  

Now, some pundits have speculated that had we lis-
tened to Colin Kaepernick, then maybe George 
Floyd’s life could have been spared.  I disa-
gree.  Whereas, Colin Kaepernick’s bended knee 
was, in itself, a nonviolent form of protest, his protest 
did not and will not produce anymore change than will 
looting and rioting.  Why?   

These protests fail to focus on the core problems af-
fecting inner cities, including a never-ending cycle of 
poverty, failed schools, violence and abortion.  That 
is, the poverty comes from broken families and failed 
public schools.  Ninety percent of the violence ema-
nates, not from abusive cops, but fellow resi-
dents.  And, finally, the authentic genocide facing 
blacks stems from astronomical abortion rates, mean-
ing the black population in America has fallen below 
replacement rates of reproduction- a self-repudiation 
of the values of black lives. 

The solution?  We need better role models, civic lead-
ers, ministers, and politicians, because the people in 
charge are failing miserably.  We need role models 
that will demonstrate stable family constructs.  We 
need to listen to the civic and religious leaders who 
support familial, spiritual, economic and cultural revi-
talization.  With respect to politicians, the poorest of 
America keep electing representatives, all cut from 
the same cloth, such as Maxine Waters and Nancy 
Pelosi, and nothing ever gets better!  

Now, let us consider the existential threat presented 
by Antifa, an armed militia of mostly Caucasian anar-
chists in training.  Antifa is exploiting Mr. Floyd’s loss 
of life and the abysmal living conditions in inner cities 
including economic stagnation.  They have hijacked 
the tragedy of Mr. Floyd’s death, as they would a 
plane, to crash it into the economic, social, religious 
and political institutions of our land ala 9/11. 

That is, we are in the throes of a civil/guerilla 
war.  These anarchists and terrorists have no genuine 
empathy for George Floyd or any other black 
life.  Their goal is to foment murder and mayhem, in-

cluding killing cops (black cops included), business 
owners and innocent bystanders to further their 
cause.  Ergo, who would vandalize the Lincoln       

(Continued on page 16) 
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COLAB Needs Your Support! 
 

The biggest issue facing business this year will be the ballot proposition that will take away Prop. 13 tax 

protection from commercial, industrial and retail properties.  If passed, property taxes will go up a mini-

mum of $12 billion!  

COLAB is the only organization that has the capability to address issues in the public arena!  In fact, we 

give the Howard Jarvis Taxpayer’s Association the opportunity to broadcast free commentaries on our 

show! 

Speaking of our economy, we produced 150 shows on covid and the shutdown, along with over a dozen 

editorials.  We fought to get businesses reopened safely. 

Our radio show now airs on three stations covering SLO, SB and Ventura.  And, we continue to publish 

in local newspapers on a regular basis, in addition to testifying before decision makers. 

With your support, we will be fighting for you each and every day, as we do MORE advocacy, analysis, 

outreach, and education than any other organization!   

COLAB’s financial wherewithal has been impacted by this shutdown   

PLEASE, we need your HELP to serve you! 

You can donate to COLAB or the COLAB Foundation (tax deductible!!!) to help us carry out our work 

The address is the same for both: 

PO Box 7523 

Santa Maria CA 93456 

Thank you! 

Andy Caldwell  



A Breath Of Fresh Air: Spike In COVID-19 ‘Cases’ Doesn’t 
Warrant Another Shutdown  
By Katy Grimes 

translate into hospitalizations or deaths. Most people 
are asymptomatic.” 

We know that Covid-19 impacts those over the age of 
65, and even higher percentages over 85, particularly 
those in nursing homes and skilled nursing facilities. 
Singleton says this age group accounts for 80 percent 
of California Covid-19 fatalities. 

The economic effects of Gov. Gavin Newsom’s lock-
down have been devastating. The state unemploy-
ment rate has hit 15.5%, with more than 5 million Cali-
fornians filing for unemployment benefits. 

Demographer Joel Kotkin reports, “In the pandemic, 
as everywhere, California’s low-end restaurant and 
retail workers have been hard hit, but California is par-
ticularly ex-posed to threats to the hospitality, food 
service, performing arts, sports, and casino sectors.” 

Restaurants in California were already hurting before 
the governor’s statewide shutdown; more than 10% of 

(Continued on page 19) 
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   California physician uses real data and 

stats to justify keeping California open 

Those over the age of 65, particularly those in in-
stitutional settings, accounting for 80 percent of 

California Covid-19 fatalities 

 The idiom, “a breath of fresh air,” literally means an 
influx of air that is not stale or smelly… which brings 
to mind the dangers of wearing a mask over your 
nose and mouth all day.  

It also means some-
thing that is pleasantly new, different, and refreshing. 

While most of the media continues to scare Californi-
ans into compliantly wearing masks indoors, outdoors, 
and everywhere they go, there are many resisters 
who defy the mask order because they believe in the 
necessity of “a breath of fresh air” for their health. 

Another breath of fresh air is Dr. Marilyn Singleton, 
MD, JD, a board-certified anesthesiologist, member of 
the Association of American Physicians and Surgeons 
(AAPS) and a partner of the Job Creators Network 
Foundation. She wrote an op ed for the Press-
Telegram and sorted through the noise and disinfor-
mation to find data and facts to call for keeping Cali-
fornia open while making sure the elderly remain 
careful and cautious. 

“Despite the rise in cases, Covid-19 patients fill only 8 
percent of the available hospital beds,” Singleton said. 
“The trend in testing data show that early on, 14 per-
cent of those tested for the virus were positive, but as 
more people (including the asymptomatic) are tested, 
this percentage has hovered between eight and nine 
percent since early June.” 

“The virus is also a lot less deadly than previously 
thought. According to revised CDC estimates, the 
coronavirus mortality rate is 0.4 percent—which is 
considerably less than the 3.4 percent death rate that 
was initially reported by the World Health Organiza-
tion. Again, as testing increases, the mortality rate 
decreases,” Dr. Singleton said. 

California Globe also reported last week, “The number 
of coronavirus deaths per day has continued to fall in 
June even as the number of cases has increased due 
to ramped up testing. ‘Cases’ only mean those who 
test positive for the virus. It does not necessarily 



The War Against Cops         

 By Andy Caldwell 

acy to commit murder and criminal street gang activi-
ty. 

Does anyone really believe these career criminals and 
gang members, including the 40,000 gang members 
in Los Angeles County, are likely candidates to diver-
sion from criminal activity by way of counseling?  

Then we have Alexandria Ocasio Cortez.  She is lead-
ing her fellow democrats in Congress to eliminate 
prisons, ostensibly because prisons are a function of 
institutionalized racism.  She also advocates for open 
borders and eliminating the border patrol, which would 
be a delight to the members of MS13, not to mention, 
Mexico’s drug cartels and Islamic terrorists.  

This war against our criminal justice system is nothing 
new.  For years, we have been countenancing de-
mands that include abolishing prisons, eliminating 
bail, paying people to not commit crimes, banning po-
lice from college and high school campuses, and forc-
ing cops to stand down during riots and looting, lest 
they be threatened with prosecution, despite the fact 
none of these things will help anyone, least of all the 
residents of crime-ridden cities in America.   

How dangerous and irresponsible is all this?  Has the 
threat of school violence been eliminated by protest 
rallies?   Have we already forgot Columbine and 
Sandy Hook?  Has the threat of domestic or interna-
tional terrorism disappeared?  Have we already for-
gotten the Boston Marathon massacre? 

I am completely opposed to defunding, dismantling 
and disarming our police departments because that is 
not going to benefit anyone, except criminals!  How 
about you? 
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   The war against police misconduct by a relatively 

few bad apples has become a war on police depart-
ments in general across the country.  Specifically, 
while trying to defend our communities against riots 
and looting, 11 cops have been murdered and more 
than 500 have suffered injuries, some of which are life
-threatening. 

Furthermore, in the midst of this carnage, radical ac-
tivists are now demanding, and reckless politicians 
are conceding, to defund, dismantle and disarm our 
police departments.  If they succeed, who then will 
protect us? 

Black Lives Matter has decided to form an armed mili-
tia to patrol neighborhoods.  Specifically, Hawk New-
some, a nationally recognized leader of BLM, asserts 
his organization, and others like it (Antifa?), are justi-
fied in using destruction to further their goals, includ-
ing by way of bullets and blood! 

I, for one, am very concerned to know how cities who 
have dismantled their police force will deal with gang 
violence in inner cities, or do they assume the vio-
lence will disappear once the cops are gone, since 
they are blaming virtually everything on cops and rac-
ism?  And, what about the million plus annual national 
incidences involving rape, robbery, sex trafficking, do-
mestic violence, drunk driving and other violent 
crimes? 

Believe it or not, the plan is to replace cops with social 
workers and counselors.  This is what local jurisdic-
tions, such as the cities of Santa Barbara and Goleta, 
mean when they declared racism as a public health 
emergency.  In other words, they intend to send a 
counselor to the scene of a crime.  

Nonetheless, Los Angeles, recently suffered 989 gang
-related shootings in just one year.  Chicago just 
broke a record- its bloodiest day in 60 years.  Eight-
een people were murdered within 24 hours.   

Closer to home, our District Attorney Joyce Dudley, is 
in the middle of prosecuting the largest gang trial in 
California’s history based upon a murderous crime 
spree by members of MS-13 (Operation Matador) who 
were operating in Santa Maria.  These international 
thugs were suspected of 10 homicides, 14 attempted 
murders and many other violent crimes that occurred 
in Santa Maria over a three-year period.  The defend-
ants were facing 50 felony counts of murder, conspir-



A Letter To District Attorney Joyce Dudley And The Grand 
Jury                              
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 Dear District Attorney Joyce Dudley and the Grand Jury,  

 June 10, 2020 

I am writing to you on behalf of The Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business (COLAB) of Santa Barbara 

County regarding the county’s public health department oversight of the covid-19 outbreak in our county be-
cause we believe that the situation outlined below warrants an immediate criminal (criminally negligent) and/or 
civil investigation in view of the fact that lives may have been unnecessarily endangered. 

In short, there was a cataclysmic failure to provide comprehensive testing in senior care facilities, demonstrably 
the greatest concentration of people-at-risk under the Public Health Department’s responsibility. 

My primary duties for COLAB is to serve as a government watchdog and business advocate.  In this capacity, I 
attend county board of supervisor’s hearings on a weekly basis.  My other duties include hosting a daily radio 
show and, in that capacity, I have conducted over 150 interviews on the various aspects of covid 19. 

It is common knowledge throughout the world that covid 19 was most especially dangerous and deadly in con-
gregate care facilities, namely nursing homes filled with particularly vulnerable patients with compromised im-
mune systems in a facility ripe for infection transmission. 

All this was particularly troubling considering the State Public Health Departments orders in late March that 
these facilities were required to take in covid 19 patients, meaning this vulnerable population required immedi-
ate protection protocols. 

Regardless, the county of Santa Barbara did not make the testing of congregate care facilities their top health 
care priority despite this common knowledge.  In fact, just the opposite.  While the department had to the time 
to do daily briefings to the press and weekly presentations to the board of supervisors, at their daily briefing as 
of June 8, the department notified the public that testing of patients and staff at these facilities would not be 
completed until the end of June. 

This is not only unacceptable; we believe it an absolute and complete dereliction of duty and public 
trust.  COLAB is asking, on behalf of the public, that a thorough forensic audit of this department be made im-
mediately and that, by whatever means necessary, an order is issued to expedite the testing of these patients 
and the staff.  An independent authority must determine the exact cause of the failure to make this the number 
one priority of the department.  Moreover, an audit must be conducted to determine if lives were lost, and if this 
disease was unnecessarily spread because of the associated delays.   

According to the June 8 briefing, the staff has identified 14 facilities in this county that are home to 1,000 resi-

(Continued on page 18) 



Sacramento’s Budget Games Are Both Silly And Harmful To 
Californians                            

By  Jon Coupal 

effect immediately. 

Third, as noted previously, the majority party has 
succeeded in redefining an “on-time budget” for 
purposes of getting their paychecks. This has led to 
the bizarre situation of legislation identified as “budget 
bills” being enacted nearly a year after the June 15th 
deadline, despite legislators having collected their 
paychecks in the meantime. 

There have been innumerable abuses, but a few 
stand out as particularly egregious. This year, for 
example, hidden within the Public Safety “trailer bill” is 
language broadening the definition of banned semi-
automatic weapons. This substantive legislation will 
avoid public hearings because it will be deemed 

(Continued on page 17) 
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   California’s budget process has become so warped 

it would make even Niccolò Machiavelli blush. The 
annual spending plan was never easy for citizens, the 
media and even political insiders to understand. But 
for the last decade, it has been perverted into a wholly 
political process devoid of transparency. 

Sacramento politicians will crow that they have 
faithfully performed their constitutional duty by 
passing an “on time” budget. True, the main budget 
bill (Senate Bill 74) was passed on June 15, just hours 
before the constitutional deadline. But no one should 
be fooled into thinking that the technical passage of 
the budget bill has any real meaning. Ever since 
2010, it has become common to enact politically 
motivated legislation in so-called budget “trailer bills” 
as a means to avoid public scrutiny. 

2010 was the year when the budget process was 
corrupted by the passage of Proposition 25, ironically 
titled the “On-Time Budget Act of 2010.” (“Trailer bills” 
and their cousins, “junior budget bills,” are now 
passed well after the constitutional deadline of June 
15th). Voters were told three things about Prop. 25: 
First, budgets would now be passed on time; second, 
the budget process would be transparent; and third, 
legislators would forfeit their pay if the budget was not 
passed on time. All three were lies. Moreover, 
because the primary goal of Proposition 25 was to 
reduce the vote threshold for passage of the budget 
bill from two-thirds to a simple majority, it deprives the 
minority party of any meaningful input or oversight. 

Proposition 25 perverted the budget process in three 
distinct ways. First, since 2010, dozens of bills have 
been designated as “budget related” which have 
nothing to do with the budget. These bills frequently 
have some token appropriation for a nominal amount 
(e.g. $1,000) in a weak effort to say the legislation is 
somehow related to the budget. This now means that 
there really isn’t any budget bill at all but an endless 
series of bills that are introduced throughout the year. 

Second, a related abuse by the majority party has 
been to use the “trailer bill” label to avoid 
constitutional requirements for legislation that would 
otherwise require a two-thirds vote. The most 
common abuses involve bypassing state 
constitutional provisions that require a two-thirds vote 
for General Fund appropriations and the general 
application of the “Urgency Clause” for bills to take 
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   America is in the throes of a revolution against our 

modern day institutions and the vestiges of our histo-
ry.  Hence, historical and religious buildings and mon-
uments are being defaced and torched, ostensibly 
because America is a country systemically steeped in 
racism and bigotry.  That is, the insurrectionists be-
lieve America is rotten to the core.   

Conversely, I would maintain that this movement, in-
tent on destroying America, is comprised of dishonest 
and ignorant people as it relates to the world we are 
living in.  That is, racism and bigotry are historic 
across all races, cultures and people groups, predat-
ing Western Civilization, meaning “white suprema-
cists” did not invent or perfect the same.  

Let’s start with the issue of slavery.  Many of the 
slaves who came to America were sold to the slavers 
by fellow Africans who held these same people as 
slaves themselves.  Moreover, to this day, blacks in 
Africa are still capturing blacks for slaves, primarily 
women as sex slaves, think Boko Haram- or maybe 
they should be called Boko Harem!  And, frankly, to-
day’s child brides in the Middle East and Africa consti-
tute a form of slavery, as do the bachi-boys in Afghan-
istan and the child sex slaves in the Far East.  

Truthfully, it was Western Civilization that eventually 
put an end to slavery throughout its environs, thanks 
in no small part to William Wilberforce, a white Chris-
tian politician who was on a literal mission from God 
to end the British Slave trade, not to mention Abra-
ham Lincoln, whose memorial was recently de-
faced!  That is, how hard is it to remember the civil 
war and the 14th Amendment to our Constitution?     

Relatedly, while Martin Luther King’s leadership 
helped to end what remained of institutionalized rac-
ism and bigotry here in America a century later, culmi-
nating in the Civil Rights Act, a corresponding facet of 
President Johnson’s “great society” served to blow up 
the black family construct.  That is, Uncle Sam be-
came the breadwinner as it made unemployed black 
men a liability in the home. 

Subsequently, Patrick Moynihan prophetically warned 
of the downward spiral in the community via the disso-
lution of the nuclear family. The subsequent degrada-
tion and violence has been overwhelming.  Take Chi-
cago for instance.  In the past month, hundreds of 
people have been shot, and dozens murdered, via 

black on black violence. None of this is part of the 
Black Lives Matter narrative.  Why is that? 

Furthermore, consider America’s most violent 
gang,  MS13, started by refugees from El Salvador, 
who were being brutalized by other gangs, primarily 
the Hispanic 18th Street gang in Los Angeles, an ex-
ample of Latino vs Latino bigotry and violence.  

Recently, citizens in Lompoc jumped on the bandwag-
on demanding their police department be defunded in 
the name of “black lives matter”, albeit, there has not 
been an officer-involved death or serious injury in 
Lompoc in the past four years.  Unfortunately, howev-
er, a black man on leave from the United States Army 
was recently murdered in cold blood on the streets of 
Lompoc.  One of the Hispanic suspects has a tattoo 
referring to Lompoc’s biggest Hispanic gang, the VLP 
or Vario Lompoc Primera. 

Speaking of history, decades ago, a group of primarily 
white radicals here in America tried to start a revolu-
tion- a communist revolution.  The name of their or-
ganization was the Weathermen aka the Weather Un-
derground.  Of course, no self-respecting communists 
would call for a revolution without a manifesto would 
they?  In this case, the manifesto was named “Prairie 
Fire” and it laid out the plans on how to destroy the 
United States by “destroying capitalism by way of 
identifying and organizing the victim class of systemic 
racism and police racism” by means of guerilla war-
fare.   

Don’t you love it when a plan comes together? 

The Errant Revolution To Destroy America   

By Andy Caldwell  



SCOTUS Props Up DACA For Now, But Leaves Much Open                                   

By Rachel Alexander 

authority to review its decision. It was taken within the 
executive branch’s realm of discretion. 

Notably, Roberts declined to rule on whether the 
Trump administration was correct in concluding that 
DACA was illegal since it was done unilaterally 
without Congress. Instead, he delved into touchy-feely 
rhetoric. Roberts asserted that even if the benefits 
provided by DACA were illegal, deportations were still 
wrong. DACA recipients were arranging their lives 
based on it being there for them. He concluded that 
the Trump administration did not provide a reasoned 
explanation for its action. 

Discriminatory Intent? 

However, most of the majority rejected the DACA 
recipients’ claim that the Trump administration was 
motivated by discrimination. Justice Sonya Sotomayor 
agreed with most of the majority’s opinion. But she 
would have allowed the plaintiffs an opportunity to 

(Continued on page 12) 
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   In a 5-4 decision, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 

this week that Trump’s decision terminating the 
Obama administration’s Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals program was done improperly. Chief Justice 
John Roberts sided with the four liberals on the court. 
He wrote the opinion for Department of Homeland 
Security et al. v Regents of the University of California 
et al. He left it open, however, for the administration to 
try again. The court did not rule on the merits of 
whether DACA was constitutional. 

Implemented in 2012 by Obama, DACA provided 
young illegal immigrants with amnesty that was 
renewable every two years. Those illegally brought 
into the country as children qualified. This, even if 
they were brought into the country at age 17. And had 
spent their entire lives in Mexico, Central America, or 
somewhere else. Nearly 800,000 “Dreamers” 
qualified. They were allowed to work legally in the 
U.S. and obtain healthcare and driver’s licenses. They 
merely weren’t given a path to citizenship. 

While running for president, Trump vowed to eliminate 
the program. On September 5, 2017, then-Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions announced that DACA would 
end in March 2018. Trump called DACA an 
unconstitutional overreach by the executive branch, 
which should be struck down by the courts. He set the 
ending date several months out in order to give 
Congress time to fix it by passing legislation 
implementing the program. 

Greasing the Skids 

Three different lawsuits were filed against the 
administration over the decision. They were filed in 
jurisdictions where left-leaning judges would rule in 
their favor — California, the District of Columbia and 
New York. And the judges did, which left DACA in 
place. Trump appealed the decisions to the Supreme 
Court. 

Roberts admitted the courts should not substitute their 
own judgment for that of an agency 

Roberts said in the majority opinion that the 
termination violated the Administrative Procedure Act. 
He claimed it was taken “arbitrarily and capriciously.” 
That federal law governs federal agencies. However, 
Roberts admitted the courts should not substitute their 
own judgment for that of an agency. The Trump 
administration argued that the court did not have the 

https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/19pdf/18-587_5ifl.pdf
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   I just sat through the county budget hearings, or, 

should I say, the pretense of a budget hearing. As is 
their custom, the county gave me a grand total of 36 
seconds per department for my comments!  Relatedly, 
the board spent about as much time on the budget as 
they did later the same week for a marathon hearing 
on racism as it relates to law enforcement. 

What that means is that our county supervisors rubber 
stamped a budget worth $1.19 billion, the details of 
which belie claims that our county is spending too 
much money incarcerating rather than treating and 
supporting residents. 

Case in point.  The County’s Public Defender’s Office, 
led by Tracy Macuga, had this to say while speaking 
at a recent protest rally, “The criminal justice system 
needs to be completely reformed.  Funding decisions 
need to be made, meaning that money instead of 
building larger institutions that warehouse our commu-
nity members, should go to mental health, to treat-
ment and drug addiction programs.” 

Really?  Has PD Macuga ever bothered to compare 
the budget for public safety vs public health and wel-
fare?  Taxpayers spend orders of magnitude more 
money on social and health welfare programs than 
they do on public safety.   

Social Services vs Slave Patrols?                     

By Andy Caldwell 

For example, the following dollar amounts do not in-
clude the actual welfare and social security payments 
that go directly to beneficiaries, because, unfortunate-
ly, the county no longer reports these expenditures. 

Nonetheless, the county spends $422 million on Alco-
hol, Drug and Mental Health, Social Services, Public 
Health and Child Support Services.  Compare that to 
$165 million for patrol and jail services provided by 
the Sheriff’s department!  All told, the public safety 
division (sans the fire department) comprised of the 
public defender, district attorney, probation, and the 
sheriff cost $285 million. 

Moreover, via Props 57 and 47, California has already 
significantly reduced prison populations, downgraded 
crimes from felonies to misdemeanors, and diverted 
criminals to alternative treatment.  What do we have 
to show for it?  

Nothing much apparently.  During the previously men-
tioned marathon hearing having to do with institutional 
racism, with a view towards law enforcement, Aaron 
Jones, the director of the Educational Opportunity 
Program at University of California, Santa Barbara 
was one of the "moderators".  He asserted that “Until 
we begin to acknowledge that law enforcement is 

(Continued on page 17) 
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California Officials Target Tech Firms That Drive Our 
Economy    

By Steven Greenhut 
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   During a house-shopping visit to a small industrial 

city in Ohio where I had taken my first newspaper job, 
I asked a local, “What’s that smell?” 

His answer: “What smell?” 

Residents there had become so accustomed to the 
industrial scents from the city’s massive chemical 
plant and oil refinery that they didn’t notice them any-
more. When out-of-town visitors would ask me the 
same question, I’d say: “It’s the smell of money and 
jobs.” 

After the refinery announced plans to shut down, local 
and state officials desperately tried to convince the 
company to stay put — and finally intervened to help 
find a buyer. I don’t believe in such government med-
dling, but viewed the reaction as understandable. Offi-
cials rarely want to lose companies – even old, smelly 
ones — that fund their budgets and employ their resi-
dents. 

California, however, is a different animal. Democratic 
leaders have long lived up to one of Ronald Reagan’s 
best quotations: “Government’s view of the economy 
could be summed up in a few short phrases: If it 
moves, tax it. If it keeps moving, regulate it. And if it 
stops moving, subsidize it.” 

Lately though, they have taken this further by singling 
out the innovative tech sector for torment — as if 
they’re purposely trying to drive these companies to 
Texas or Arizona. Unlike in Rust Belt states, that in-
dustry provides jobs and money without the air-
polluting stench. In fact, these are among the most 
environmentally friendly industries imaginable. 

California officials are constantly bleating about our 
status as the world’s fifth-largest economy. Its $2.7 
trillion gross domestic product has surpassed Great 
Britain — putting California behind the United States 
as whole, China, Japan and Germany. The biggest 
economic driver here is the tech economy. 

Officials should not provide tech firms with special fa-
vors — nor should they hobble them. The most obvi-
ous example of the latter is Assembly Bill 5, which 
codifies the California Supreme Court’s 2018 Dynam-
ex decision. The court created a strict new “ABC Test” 
for determining when a company can use contractors 
as workers. Simply put, they can never use them to 
fulfill core company functions (e.g., drivers for a deliv-
ery company). 

Lawmakers carved out myriad exemptions for tradi-
tional businesses (lawyers, engineers, insurance bro-
kers, etc.) — and have agreed to carve out more 
(musicians) after the law’s implementation led to wide-
spread job losses. But the measure specifically target-
ed Transportation Network Companies (TNCs) such 
as Uber and Lyft, and app-based delivery services 
such as DoorDash and Amazon. The state refuses to 
relent, even though AB5 undermines these compa-
nies’ business model. 

This month, the California Public Utilities Commission, 
which regulates these businesses, announced that 
these “drivers are presumed to be employees and the 
commission must ensure that TNCs comply with 
those requirements that are applicable to the employ-
ees of an entity subject to the commission’s jurisdic-
tion.” The agency will not wait until lawsuits and a No-

(Continued on page 13) 
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SCOTUS Props Up DACA For Now, But Leaves Much Open   
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flesh out their accusations of discrimination. 

Roberts ended his opinion instructing the 
administration to send the issue back to the 
Department of Homeland Security or offer a better 
explanation if it tries to end the program again. 

Justice Clarence Thomas wrote a dissent which 
Justices Samuel Alito and Neil Gorsuch joined. He 
pointed out that rescinding DACA was a unilateral 
decision just like implementing it. The majority’s ruling 
“must be recognized for what it is: an effort to avoid a 
politically controversial but legally correct decision.” 
The correct decision was that a government agency 
will be “not only permitted, but required, to continue 
administering unlawful programs that it inherited from 
a previous administration.” So the Trump 
administration was required to end the unlawful 
program. 

He said it didn’t make any sense for Roberts to say 
that DACA recipients relied and planned on the 
program. The DHS said all along that it could rescind 
the program at any time. “Dreamers” knew that was a 
possibility. 

Justice Kavanaugh’s Cynical Dissent 

Justice Brett Kavanaugh wrote a separate dissenting 
opinion. He chastised the majority for not even 
bothering to consider a June 2018 memorandum by 
DHS Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen. It “expressly 
addressed” the issue of DACA recipients relying on 
the program. By ignoring it, the majority was just 
delaying. The Trump administration will now just 
“relabel and reiterate the substance of the Nielsen 
Memorandum.” And the court’s decision “cannot 
eliminate the broader uncertainty over the status of 
the DACA recipients.” It’s still Congress’s 
responsibility to deal with it. 

Barack Obama admitted before he implemented 
DACA that he didn’t have the authority to do it without 

Congress. 

David Harsanyi at National Review points out that 
Barack Obama admitted before he implemented 
DACA that he didn’t have the authority. In September 
2011, he said, “And I think there’s been a great 
disservice done to the cause of getting the DREAM 

(Continued from page 9) 

Act passed and getting comprehensive immigration 
passed by perpetrating the notion that somehow, by 
myself, I can go and do these things. It’s just not 
true… . We live in a democracy. You have to pass 
bills through the legislature, and then I can sign it.” 

Similarly, in March 2011, he said, “With respect to the 
notion that I can just suspend deportations through 
executive order, that’s just not the case . . . for me to 
simply through executive order ignore those 
congressional mandates would not conform with my 
appropriate role as president.” 

Another writer at National Review, Wesley J. Smith, 
observes that this isn’t the first time “conservative” 
justices have dredged up arcane administrative law 
jurisprudence to obtain a particular policy result. 

Trump’s Response 

Trump responded after the decision was issued, 
calling it a “horrible and politically charged” decision. 
He said he wanted a legal solution, not a political one. 
He wanted the court to address whether DACA is 
unconstitutional. Angry at Roberts, he said he would 
be issuing a list of recommended Supreme Court 
judicial candidates in September. 

The DACA decision, while a highly political 
one, and seemingly not based on the law, 
gives the President of the United States far 
more power than EVER anticipated. 
Nevertheless, I will only act in the best 
interests of the United States of America! 

• Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) 
June 18, 2020 

 Rachel Alexander is a senior editor of The Stream.  

https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/it-doesnt-matter-whether-daca-is-popular/?utm_source=recirc-desktop&utm_medium=homepage&utm_campaign=right-rail&utm_content=corner&utm_term=second
https://books.google.com/books?id=dYOqt2DwKiYC&pg=PA1174&lpg=PA1174&dq=%22And+I+think+there%E2%80%99s+been+a+great+disservice+done+to+the+cause+of+getting+the+DREAM+Act+passed+and+getting+comprehensive+immigration+passed+by+perpetrating+the+notion+that+someho
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/fact-checker/wp/2014/11/18/obamas-flip-flop-on-using-executive-action-on-illegal-immigration/
https://www.nationalreview.com/corner/roberts-daca-trick-blocks-disfavored-policy-without-substantive-law-precedent/
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1273633632742191106
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1273665643104079872?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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vember ballot initiative resolve matters. 

Meanwhile, Attorney General Xavier Becerra and city 
attorneys from Los Angeles, San Diego and San 
Francisco last month filed a controversial lawsuit 
against Uber and Lyft. They alleged that “the illicit cost 
savings defendants have reaped as a result of avoid-
ing employer contributions to state and local unem-
ployment and social insurance programs totals well 
into the hundreds of millions of dollars.” Gov. Gavin 
Newsom included $20 million to fund enforcement 
actions. 

In a separate matter, the California Department of Tax 
and Fee Administration last year sent letters to small 
businesses across the country that sell products to 
Californians on online platforms such as Fulfillment by 
Amazon. The department told them they owe eight 
years of back taxes. It considers these mostly mom-
and-pop firms to have a “physical presence” in Califor-
nia if they distributed products through a third-party 
warehouse. It was a troubling attack on small busi-
nesses, but also on the tech-based firms that drive 
California’s economy. 

During the coronavirus shutdowns, Tesla CEO Elon 
Musk became so frustrated with California officials 
that he threatened to move his Palo Alto headquarters 
to Texas. He announced plans to defy stay-at-home 
orders and even sued Alameda County, where his 
Fremont factory is located, but later dropped the suit 
after working out a deal with the county. The issue 
was resolved, but it’s telling when a prominent busi-
ness leader has to threaten to move to get regulatory 
relief. 

In recent years, local governments haven’t been par-
ticularly friendly to their hometown companies, either. 
San Francisco officials have been blaming tech firms 
for growing income inequality and soaring home pric-
es — even though such problems are largely the fault 
of the city’s tax and regulatory policies. They’ve pro-
posed hefty taxes that target — and punish — tech 
companies and they sometimes direct vitriol toward 
them. 

There’s no need to pity successful companies or grant 

(Continued from page 11) 

them special deals. It’s strange, however, when state 
officials are so blinded by their anti-corporate ideology 
that they become immune to the smell of jobs and 
money. 

Steven Greenhut is the Resident Senior Fellow and 
Western Region Director, of State Affairs at R Street 
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The story of Jesus feeding some 5,000 people, as 

told in the books of Matthew and John, is well known 
throughout the world. It goes like this: 

As a large and hungry crowd gathers to hear Jesus, 
his disciples nervously ask him how so many people 
can be fed. The only food in their midst consists of 
five loaves of bread and two fishes. Jesus informs his 
associates of some rich people who live nearby. “Go 
and take what they have and give it to these who want 
it” he commands. 

So the disciples raid the homes of the rich, as well as 
a grocery store and a bank, and redistribute the pro-
ceeds to the grateful multitude. After the event is over, 
Jesus lobbies Roman authorities to raise taxes on the 
rich and fork over the loot so that next time the disci-
ples won’t have to go steal it themselves. 

Of course, that’s not the real story at all. Jesus never 
commanded anyone to swipe somebody else’s prop-
erty, not even for a “good cause.” 

Matthew and John convey a different message. As 
the throngs gathered, Jesus asked his disciple Philip 
a very capitalist question: “Where shall we buy food 
for these people to eat?” John 6:6 tells us “He asked 
this only to test him, for he already had in mind what 
he was going to do.” And then Jesus did it: Using his 
unique power, he created new wealth without pilfering 
a crumb from anyone. He multiplied the loaves and 
the fishes until the crowd was fed. 

As I explain in my new book, Was Jesus a Social-
ist?, Jesus never expressed sympathy for the social-
ist agenda: political redistribution of wealth, the con-
centration of power, government ownership of the 
means of production, central planning of the econo-
my, or a welfare state. He encouraged personal re-

sponsibility and charity and never hinted that one can 
accomplish those things by passing the buck to vote-
buying politicians. His “Good Samaritan” was good 
because he helped a needy man by choice and with 
his own resources. It’s your heart that counts, not 
your big mouth. 

“But Mr. Reed, you’re not defining socialism correctly. 
It’s workers owning stuff in common and running the 
businesses where they work!” That’s deceptive, win-
dow-dressing baby talk. My response always is, 
“What’s holding you back? You can do that under 
capitalism, as long as you do it consensually and vol-
untarily.” But socialism is not about consensual ar-
rangements and voluntary participation. It’s about 
centralized power and compulsion. 

It’s also about the grotesque satisfaction socialists get 
from controlling others and punishing people they 
don’t like. Socialists want much higher taxes. The pri-
mary reason is not good things the government might 
do with the money. Socialists would support higher 
taxes if the government dumped the loot in the Pacif-
ic. Their satisfaction comes from hurting those they 
envy. They count the other guy’s blessings, not their 
own. 

If that weren’t so, they’d be making personal dona-
tions to the welfare department now. The last I 
checked, the “Donations” line in the federal budget 
says “peanuts.” 

It may be harder for a socialist to get to Heaven than 
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle. Why? 
Because getting there does not depend on one’s polit-
ical beliefs or good intentions. That is a matter of the 
heart and soul, not of politics. 
Lawrence W. Reed, President of the Foundation for 
Economic Education (FEE) and author of "Was Jesus 
a Socialist?"  
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 Dear COLAB Members,   

Did you know that lessening the burden of government is a bonafide and legitimate 
function of a charitable endeavor, i.e. a 501c3 tax exempt foundation?  Is that not a 
cause you can believe in and support?  Well, thankfully, COLAB now has its own 
foundation!!! 

COLAB can now raise funds from other foundations, as well as, individuals who don’t 
own their own business!  That means that everyone who contributes to the COLAB 
Foundation can write off their contributions. 

The COLAB Foundation is a public charity formed to procure funding for the Santa 
Barbara County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business (COLAB) and other se-
lect non-profit entities to advance education and science, combat community deterio-
ration and lessen the burden of government. 

Of course, the donations to the COLAB Foundation can only be used to educate the 
public about the work that COLAB and others are doing in our community, but we 
have been educating people all along!  

The COLAB Foundation! 

Donations are tax-deductible as a charitable contribution!  

Please send your contribution to: 

The COLAB Foundation 

PO Box 7523 

Santa Maria, CA 93456 

Or online at: 

http://www.colabsbc.org/COLAB-foundation-form.php 

Donations to the COLAB Foundation are deductible IRC 170 as the foundation 

is an IRS approver 501 C3 charity. 

Our EIN is 81-1088586 
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That is, we are and always have striven to be a nation 
of free men and women united for the common good, 
even though, admittedly, that will always be a work in 
progress via the work of men like Abraham Lincoln 
and Martin Luther King.  Nevertheless, our common 
good depends upon a guarantee of opportunity by 
means of liberty rather than predetermined, so-called, 
universal basic outcomes by means of government 
command and control, i.e. tyranny by another name.  

Hence, it is not just monuments that are being torn 
down.  The insurrectionists are going after our founda-
tions, the foundations of one nation under God and 
the law and order institutions which are meant to 
serve, guarantee and protect our liberty as self-
governed people.  

I readily admit that America has never been perfect, 
nor have the men and women who helped to form, 
forge and fight for this country.  However, I believe we 
can and must improve America without destroying 
it.  Accordingly, we must withstand the three political/
economic/social constructs that can only succeed at 
the expense of our destiny, heritage, liberty, freedom 
and right to self-determination.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Memorial in the cause of "black lives matter"?   

Antifa’s plan is to foment widespread and catastrophic 
destruction in order to demonstrate power and to in-
spire fear.  Their plan is to exploit the anger, idleness, 
and hopelessness of some 40 million people in Ameri-
ca who are now out of work, especially the people liv-
ing in America’s inner cities.  

President Trump was making headway in raising 
these communities up via policies that helped create 
millions of jobs and initiating justice reforms.  But now, 
disparate movements have taken advantage of the 
corona virus shutdown and the death of George Floyd 
to advance their specific goals and agendas; namely 
socialists (government control of our lives and econo-
my), globalists (the end of independent nation states 
in the name of a better world order), and anarchists 
(the end of civil society, law and order).  As for their 
fellow travelers, including progressives and Black 
Lives Matter, well, they are simply useful pawns in this 
deconstruction project. 

The catastrophes emanating from California’s unique 
and inordinately long virus shutdown and the riots, 
coupled with the one million jobs lost via AB5 (which 
eliminated most contractors jobs in this state), means 
that California will be the last state in the union to re-
cover.  And, like usual, the people in our inner cities 
will be the last of the last to recover, if ever.  That is, if 
America as a whole survives the war upon us.  

(Continued from page 2) 

Anarchists Are Hijacking 
Black Lives Matter Cont. 
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“budget related.” 

Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association has had some, 
but not complete, success in fighting these abuses. 
HJTA won a legal action over a “budget trailer bill” that 
moved Gov. Jerry Brown’s huge 2012 tax increase 
proposal (Proposition 30) from the eighth position on 
the ballot order to number one. (Unfortunately, the 
decision arrived too late to impact the election and, 
not surprisingly, Proposition 30 passed). 

HJTA has another lawsuit relating to trailer bill abuses 
which has been pending in the Court of Appeal for 
more than two years. But what is really needed is a 
new constitutional amendment to repeal Proposition 
25, stop these budget abuses and finally give 
Californians the transparency they deserve over how 
their tax dollars are being spent. 

(Continued from page 7) 

based out of slave patrols, that there was no such 
thing as law enforcement in this country save for the 
organization of predominantly white men who had the 
legal authority to hunt and kill black bodies as capital, 
until we can see the connection to that, we will contin-
ue to be here.” 

Supervisor Greg Hart, among others, wants to buy 
into the narrative that a disproportionate number of 
people of color make up our jail population.  I would 
agree that there is some truth to that.  However, he 
and his fellow board members control the budget hav-
ing to do with, for instance, PD Macuga’s depart-
ment.  That is, too many accused people of color are 
forced to rely on their court appointed attorney in PD 
Macuga’s department for representation.  Unfortu-
nately, the best lawyers in the world are not typically 
drawn to public service and, furthermore, public de-
fender caseloads are routinely inordinately burdened.   

What is missing from these conversations?  Unfortu-
nate as it is, the overwhelming majority of gang mem-
bers in Santa Maria, Santa Barbara and Lompoc are 
people of color.  Santa Maria has upwards of 1,500 
gang members, Lompoc and Santa Barbara have 
several hundred more.  Moreover, these gangs are 
typically associates, or franchisees if you will, of na-
tional and international gangs, all organized for    
criminal activity.   

(Continued from page 10) 
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dents and served by 2,000 staff members.  In light of the fact that the State was put in lock down back in March it is 
unconscionable that it would have taken this department more than 3 months to prioritize the Governor’s order per-
taining to testing, tracing and isolating these patients and staff members.  

This was, and truly is, a matter of life and death.  We need an intervention immediately. 

I brought this item up at the Supervisors hearing of June 9, asking for an immediate forensic audit of the depart-

ment’s handling of this matter, but the supervisors would not respond. 

Of insult to injury is the fact that in this year’s county budget book, it is revealed that the Public Health Department 

has a budget of approximately $100 million per year with a staff of 528 people.  Specifically, one division within the 

department, that of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, has a budget of approximately $15 million per year 

and a staff of 95.  The department had the gall to state, as an accomplishment, in the budget book, the following:  

“Provided rapid disease containment to prevent outbreaks in congregate settings and among high risk 

populations”. 

Rapid disease containment?   

 Andy Caldwell 

Executive Director  

COLAB 

(Continued from page 6) 
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A Breath Of Fresh Air: Spike In COVID-19 ‘Cases’ Doesn’t 
Warrant Another Shutdown  cont. 
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full service restaurants in California closed down due to the higher minimum wage. And higher prices turned 
people away. 

Kotkin notes that while “California has outperformed the rest of the country in overall employment growth over 
the past decade, most of the new jobs pay poorly. Overall, the state has created five times as many low-wage 
as high-wage jobs.” 

California Globe has reported that most of the job growth in the state has been service jobs, and not high-
paying manufacturing jobs. California is also estimated to lose up 400,000 jobs by 2022 due to an ever increas-
ing minimum wage. 

“Kaiser Family Foundation survey in late May found that 39 percent of adults “feel that worry and stress related 
to” COVID-19 has had a negative impact on their mental health and about half have deferred seeking medical 
care,” Dr. Singleton said. “Some 80,000 diagnoses of five common cancers may be missed or delayed by early 
June because of disruptions to health care caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. The CDC also attributes to 
COVID-19 up to 39 percent excess deaths from delayed treatment for renal failure, diabetes, heart disease, 
Alzheimer disease and dementia, to name a few.” 

Dr. Singleton says “It’s clear that older Americans and those with pre-existing medical conditions are the most 
susceptible to the virus. These groups can continue to be more cautious and protected, while the vast majority 
of Californians get on with their lives.” 

“We have become accustomed to shifting information from our leaders,” Singleton added. “We must urge Gov. 
Newsom to continue the reopening process. An increase in known coronavirus cases is no reason to reverse 
course.” 

Katy Grimes is the Editor of the California Globe, is a long-time Investigative Journalist covering the California 
State Capitol, and the co-author of California's War Against Donald Trump: Who Wins? Who Loses? 

(Continued from page 4) 


