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Lynch The Doobie Brothers?                               

By Andy Caldwell 
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   Whereas, I have written volumes about the coun-

ty’s misplaced priorities and bureaucratic morass 
throughout the course of many years, I have scarcely 
ever accused any county politician or bureaucrat of 
corruption, notwithstanding the notion of ideological 
corruption of which there is, and presumably always 
will be, aplenty!   

The reason I am bringing this up has to do with a so-
called investigative journalist piece on the develop-
ment of the county’s marijuana permitting regimen 
that appeared in the Los Angeles Times a few weeks 
ago, along with a submission by Jeff Giordano that 
recently appeared in this paper based in large part on 
the LA Times piece.   

The gist of the articles have it that Supervisors Steve 
Lavagnino and Das Williams, aka “The Doobie Broth-
ers”, were in the pocket of the pot growers and bent 
over backwards to help them accordingly.  This has to 
do with the fact that these two board members com-
prised a sub-committee of the board tasked with work-
ing out the details of the permit path.  These sub-
committee meetings involved staff only.  Regardless, 
Mr. Giordano has gone so far as to demand that Dis-
trict Attorney Joyce Dudley initiate a grand jury inves-
tigation into the actions of the supervisors and staff. 

As somebody who attends county supervisor hearings 
on a full-time basis, I can tell you without a doubt that 
while the county did roll out the red carpet for the ma-
rijuana industry, they certainly did not do so without 
imposing a myriad of conditions on the same.  Moreo-
ver, there was more than a dozen hearings dealing 
with the permit path that included rigorous debate due 
to the fact that Supervisor Janet Wolf was adamantly 
opposed to marijuana grows, while Supervisor Peter 
Adam was at best ambivalent.   In other words, there 
was plenty of opportunity for the public to testify be-
fore a somewhat sympathetic board and the county 
planning commission, where the final recommenda-
tions were thoroughly debated before being voted on. 

I have no doubt in my mind, because they said as 
much during these public meetings, that the board 
members and county staff were motivated by the dol-
lar signs they saw in their eyes having to do with the 
projected revenues that would accrue to the county 
via taxes imposed on the industry.  There is nothing 
wrong with that per se, in fact, I wish they would see 

the bigger dollar signs, along with the benefit of less 
impacts, available via the oil industry!  To wit, I put no 
credence whatsoever that any supervisor is legiti-
mately suspect of graft or corruption in this mat-
ter.  Neither do I believe that any member of the coun-
ty executive’s office staff is guilty of improprieties ei-
ther.  In fact, law enforcement representatives were 
part of the sub- committee! 

Instead of going down this path of spurious allega-
tions, I believe the community’s angst about pot would 
be better spent asking the supervisors, in all due 
haste, to require all marijuana grows that have the 
potential for off-site impacts to be indoors with ade-
quate ventilation control systems to eliminate 
odors.  Unfortunately, however, this might be of no 
effect, because, as mentioned previously, hemp, mari-
juana’s stinky cousin, is about to make its grand en-
trance into our region.  In all likelihood, no controls will 
be placed on hemp because, unlike marijuana, hemp 
is a bonafide agricultural crop protected by the coun-
ty’s right to farm act. 

Speaking of the right to farm act, we need to protect 
legacy crop farmers from having to withstand the limi-
tations imposed on their operations by the presence 
of pot being grown next door.  In other words, if a buff-
er is required between marijuana and another crop, 
the buffer area should be placed on the property of 
the pot grower.  
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While Cities’ Homeless Populations Surge, California’s 
Homeless Industrial Complex Grows   
By Katy Grimes 

The California Legislature passed Assembly Bill 101, 
to require cities to build housing in some areas and 
“attempts to allow for faster construction of homeless 
shelters” by scrapping some environmental reviews 
and making it harder for local officials to delay pro-
jects,” CBS reported. Politicians exempt certain fa-
vored projects from state-mandated environmental 
review, when it is politically expedient. “There is a law, 
and you’ve got to abide by the law,” Gov. Gavin New-
som told reporters. “And if you don’t, it’s nice to have 
a tool to encourage you along. And that’s all this is.” 

Remember, Gov. Gavin Newsom sued the Orange 
County city of Huntington Beach for failing to provide 
enough additional “affordable housing,” while his own 
home county of Marin is enjoying a moratorium on 
affordable housing building requirements until 2028, 
California Globe reported. 

The explosion of California’s drug-addicted and men-
tally-ill homeless can be directly linked to Democrats’ 
determination to empty out the jails and prisons 
through legislation and ballot initiatives, claiming to be 
for safe neighborhoods and the well-being of our chil-
dren. Combine that with the outrageous housing pric-
es and high rents, and California is ground zero. 

Add in the Homeless Industrial Complex, which has 
grown exponentially recently, and it becomes evident 
this is an opportunity for local government to grow, 
and funnel funding to favored non-profits. 

“Every major city in California is spending tens of   

(Continued on page 19) 
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   Which came first – California’s homeless or 

the government, non-profits and businesses ben-
efitting?  
 
Cities throughout the state of California saw their 
homeless populations surge in the last two years. Yet, 
Democrat politicians try to normalize homelessness, 
while at the same time, try to make California resi-
dents accept epidemic levels of homeless as a stand-
ard population component of any city. 

Earlier in July, Sacramento Mayor Darrell Steinberg 
called for an enforceable statewide “right to shelter” 
mandate that would require cities to have enough 
shelter space or other housing to accommodate their 
homeless populations. Steinberg made this proclama-
tion only one month after the Volunteers of America 
homeless shelter lost state and local funding and had 
to shut down. 

Steinberg wants the State of California to require cit-
ies to offer the homeless places to stay. But politics 
are at work here, and somehow VOA fell out of favor. 

The Sacramento Bee reported in June, “The nonprofit 
leaders asked Sacramento County for additional fund-
ing in its new budget, but did not receive it.” 

California Globe spoke with different non-profits about 
why this happened, but no one was comfortable as-
signing blame. The one constant mentioned is always 
Sacramento County, which was found to be hoarding 
funds supposed to be used for homeless services. A 
2018 State Audit found Sacramento County had 
stashed $98.4 million in the county’s pot of funds allo-
cated under the state Mental Health Services Act. The 
Sacramento Bee reported that the county spends 
about $40 million on all of its homeless services every 
year. That’s in addition to the $6.5 million that supervi-
sors agreed earlier this year to spend on transitional 
housing and a new, 75-bed “rehousing” shelter, as 
well as another $5 million to roust homeless people 
for camping and dumping trash on the parkway. 

Priorities 

California’s homeless epidemic could be solved rela-
tively quickly if politicians had the political will to actu-
ally solve it rather than hold roundtable discussions, 
media events, planning sessions and creating com-
missions to oversee it. 



Democrats Defend The Indefensible       

 By Andy Caldwell 

Relatedly, Mr. Spakovsky also happens to be an elec-
tion law expert.  With respect to asking residents 
whether or not they are a citizen via the census, well, 
he affirms that question has been asked many times 
before on the census!  Regardless, our Congressman, 
Salud Carbajal, is on record as preferring the don’t 
ask, don’t tell, but do count the illegal aliens in our 
midst, without making any distinction, as if nothing is 
amiss! 

Well, Congressman Carbajal, you don’t have to ven-
ture very far to see the deadly consequences of the 
virtual open borders you are supporting.  Consider 
Santa Maria resident and military veteran Marilyn 
Pharis, who was raped, tortured and brutally mur-
dered by Victor Martinez, an illegal alien, who had 
been arrested six times in 15 months, including just 
weeks before the attack on Pharis.  As the police chief 
of Santa Maria Ralph Martin indicated, they were 
forced to cite and release him, because of sanctuary 
city policies, and I quote, "I am not remiss to say that 
from Washington, D.C., to Sacramento there's a blood 
trail leading to the bedroom of Marilyn Pharis," Martin 
said. 

Congressman Carbajal, how about taking a knee at 
the grave of Marilyn Pharis rather than taking a stand 
with illegal alien career criminals like Martinez as he 
fills out the census and your fellow dems attempt to 
register him to vote while in prison!  
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   All Americans should refuse to accept the concept 

of sanctuary cities.  If either you or I helped to harbor 
a fugitive from justice, we would be prosecuted.  What 
is the difference between a private citizen “harboring” 
a fugitive or a government entity creating a 
“sanctuary” for the same?  In both cases, the person 
being shielded is wanted for questioning by federal 
authorities as it pertains to the consequences of their 
illegal activity. 

Every single office holder in our country takes an oath 
of office before assuming their duties as an elected 
official.  The typical oath includes the following lan-
guage: “I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will sup-
port and defend the Constitution of the United States 
against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will 
bear true faith and allegiance to the Constitution of the 
United States; that I take this obligation freely, without 
any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and 
that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties upon 
which I am about to enter.” 

Think about the words, faith and allegiance, without 
reservation or purpose of evasion, along with the 
commitment to faithfully discharge the duties they 
have sworn to uphold.  How on earth can anyone who 
has taken such an oath choose to protect an ene-
my?  For example, a member of the international 
criminal enterprise known as MS-13? 

I recently interviewed a legal scholar from the Herit-
age Foundation, Hans Von Spakovsky, who had 
much to say about this subject.  Two illegal aliens 
members of MS-13, the notoriously violent gang, were 
in custody based on charges having to do with at-
tempted murder, participation in gang activity, conspir-
acy to commit murder, attempted robbery, and other 
related crimes.  ICE sent detainer warrants to the 
county which held them in their jail but, because the 
county was a “sanctuary county”, the warrant was ig-
nored.  

Subsequently, these two gang-bangers and two ac-
complices brutally murdered a 14-year-old girl with a 
baseball bat and slashed her with a machete, all the 
while, filming the crime as it took place.   This young 
girl was only one of hundreds of thousands of victims 
of crimes committed by illegal aliens, harbored by 
elected officials, all of whom should be prosecuted 
accordingly. 



Our Hair-Brained Legislature                        

By Andy Caldwell 

fact remains, the people who would love to bring back 
the mullet and other fantastic hair styles, including the 
mohawk, are still being discriminated against.  

Moreover, in this day and age, what about discrimina-
tion against body art and body modifications?  The 
legislature has done nothing for all the people who 
can’t get a job or housing due to body art modifica-
tions, such as giant nose rings, tongue piercing, horns 
inserted into their foreheads, ginormous rings in their 
earlobes, gang tattoos or tattoos that cover their entire 
face.  These people, who typically scare and/or gross 
out most people at first sight, obviously need protec-
tion too!  

It is my sincere hope that our legislature tables all the 
other matters less worthy of their attention as they 
pursue hair and body freedom in the workplace and 
with respect to fair housing policies.  These matters 
are clearly more pressing than the run-of-the-mill petty 
and trite issues that typically make the news such as 
our devastating pension debt, our manmade water 
crisis, freeway gridlock, the highest in the nation gas 
prices and income tax rates, not to mention the out-
break of medieval diseases among the home-
less.  Who cares about any of these things?  Here in 
California, we care about hair! 

As the Cowsills sang it in the 1960's, “Hair”; I want it 
long, straight, curly, fuzzy, Snaggy, shaggy, ratty, 
matty, Oily, greasy, fleecy, Shining, gleaming, stream-
ing, Flaxen, waxen,Knotted, polka-dotted, Twisted, 
beaded, braided, Powdered, flowered, and confettied, 
Bangled, tangled, spangled, and spaghettied!    

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press  
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    Well, finally, the state legislature did something 

right!  It passed the CROWN Act which stands for 
“Creating a Respectful and Open Workplace for Natu-
ral hair”.  The purpose of the legislation is to protect 
people from discrimination as it pertains to housing 
and employment if they wear their hair in an Afro, 
braids, twists, cornrows and dreadlocks.  

Thankfully, I may now resume my own “natural” identi-
ty, albeit, much more work needs to be done.  Back in 
the day, I rocked the biggest Afro at Lompoc high 
school and the coolest, most natural dreadlocks at UC 
San Diego, if I don’t say so myself!  Not only that, but I 
also was a pioneer in the intersectionality of hair 
styles in that I also wore my hair in a combination of 
an Afro/mullet!  You remember the mullet, don’t 
you?  All business in the front and all party in the 
back?   

It goes without saying that I was so multi-cultural I can 
barely stand it!  As mentioned previously, this all 
came natural to me, pardon the pun, because I identi-
fy as black, in much the same way as does Kamala 
Harris and Rachel Dolezal.   How happy am I that the 
bill states that kinky and curly hair can now no longer 
be considered “unprofessional” based on 
“Eurocentric” standards of beauty! 

Unfortunately, however, the legislature myopically fo-
cused on this ban against hair style  discrimination 
with the presumption that it will primarily benefit black 
people, even though black people have no patent on 
either discrimination or hair styles.  That is, the legis-
lature is not considering free hair styles for all!  The 



Democrats Love Playing The Race Card                      

By  Andy Caldwell 

official in the South County.   

As it turns out, Joe Centeno, another Latino, was 
running for county supervisor but LAVA nevertheless 
endorsed the lily-white progressive who was running 
against him.  Joe, therefore, had some rather harsh 
words for his fellow LAVA members and for good 
reason.  In the end, even though Joe and I were 
endorsing Centeno, I was accused by the lefties in 
this town as being the bigot because I published Joe 
Armendariz’s scathing but righteous condemnation of 
LAVA’s blatant hypocrisy.  

It is high time for Americans to recognize that all these 
spurious charges of racism are in reality nothing less 
than race-baiting.  That is, the left is trying to gin up 
charges of racism in order to foment a racial divide in 
our country, all in the name of combating racism!  This 
campaign strategy is therefore nothing less than a 
blatant form of inverse racism. 

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press  
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   Congressman Salud Carbajal’s presidential 

endorsement goes to Robert O’Rourke!  The Irish 
man, who would rather be a Mexican named Beto, 
had this to say:  “This country was founded on white 
supremacy.  Every single institution and structure that 
we have in this country still reflects the legacy of 
slavery and segregation and Jim Crow and 
suppression even in our democracy.” 

In the same vein, Congressman Carbajal released a 
statement which says that President Trump’s latest 
tweet was “absolutely, unequivocally, and 100 percent 
racist”.  The tweet, which has caused an uproar, 
urged four democratic congresswomen to “go back to 
the totally broken and crime infested places from 
which they came”.  The four women, who have been 
dubbed “the squad”, includes Alexandria Ocasio 
Cortez (AOC), Ilhan Omar, Rashida Tlaib, and 
Ayanna Pressley. 

Unfortunately, for the democratic party, the squad was 
simultaneously condemning Nancy Pelosi for being a 
racist too.  This started a firestorm within the ranks of 
the democratic party including condemnation of AOC 
by several members of the Congressional Black 
Caucus for her playing the race card against the 
speaker of the house.  After all, the dems have an 
unwritten rule that the race card should only be played 
against conservatives, including black and Hispanic 
conservatives whom they illicitly condemn for selling 
out their race.  For example, there was the time when 
some local democratic political activists claimed that 
Abel Maldonado, who eventually became our state’s 
Lt. Governor, was not a real Mexican, because he 
was a republican! 

John Zmirak, PhD., the senior editor of the web blog, 
“The Stream”, writes that “if everything is racist, then 
nothing is”!   What that means is that if everyone and 
everything can be construed as being racist, well 
then, what difference does it make as the word and 
concept loses all meaning and effect as it is 
universally applied. 

Years ago, I was falsely accused of being a racist for 
simply quoting and reporting on something that Joe 
Armendariz, himself a Latino, said about his fellow 
members of the Latino Action Voter Alliance 
(LAVA).  LAVA was formed for the sole purpose of 
electing Latinos to office.  At the time, Joe 
Armendariz, a republican, was the only Latino elected 
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   For decades now, the state of California has ena-

bled local jurisdictions to prevent growth via the red 
tape of CEQA, the California Environmental Quality 
Act.  Nonetheless , California grew by leaps and 
bounds as growth was transferred from “no-growth” 
communities to other nearby communities who got 
stuck with all the impacts of the same.  Santa Barbara 
is a poster child of this phenomenon.  Growth in the 
south county was transferred to our north county and 
Ventura county, to wit, some 30,000 people commute 
to work here every day. 

Well, things are about to change in a very dramatic 
manner.  Our state government has initiated  a jihad 
against no-growth communities as it is mandating the 
construction of 3.5 million new homes.  You read that 
right, 3.5 million new homes!  Jurisdictions that fail to 
make it easier to plan, approve or construct new pro-
jects are going to face fines upwards of $600,000 per 
month!  And, if that fails, there are provisions in the 
new law to have a court-appointed agent to bring zon-
ing and permitting plans into conformity with the legis-
lation. 

As it pertains to these new state mandates on hous-
ing, we have to be careful about a couple of things in 
this county: 

The temptation of both the South County and the San-
ta Ynez Valley to dump all of these units into the 
Lompoc and Santa Maria valleys. 

The temptation to value high density (high rises) de-
velopment in lieu of “urban sprawl”.  That is, will the 
cities opt to go up instead of going out?  The reality is 
most people don’t want to live in an urban jungle of 
high-rise buildings with no open space, traffic jams, no 
yards, no parking, etc.  We have plenty of land to plan 
for additional development by expanding our urban 
areas.  After all, less than 10% of our county is cur-
rently developed.   

What that means for the South County is that some 
sacred cows have to become part of the plan for 
these units, including Bishop Ranch and Naples.  Ei-
ther that, or get ready for some seriously high, high-
rise buildings blocking your ocean and mountain 
views! 

With respect to the North County, we need to move 
future development into the hills in order to save our 

prime ag land which occupies the valley floors.  And, 
the fact remains, we don’t just need new land for 
housing, we also need to set aside more land for jobs, 
including manufacturing and industrial jobs.  People 
need a place to work in order to afford a place to live! 

To facilitate this growth, the state needs to do its part 
to supply what is needed to accommodate this new 
development.  That would include plans to capture 
and distribute the water that is going to be need-
ed.  Instead, the state has sued the federal govern-
ment to prevent the creation of increased capacity at 
Shasta dam.  The state is also still dumping 40% of 
the water we have in storage for fish habitat and pas-
sage, including Lake Cachuma water!  Instead of in-
creasing supplies, the state has mandated a rationing 
plan to limit our water usage to 55 gallons per day!   

How much more rationing can we expect with another 
3.5 million homes to serve? 

In conclusion, our state government is irresponsible to 
mandate this growth without lifting a finger to build 
and supply the requisite infrastructure, e.g., freeway 
capacity.  Moreover, there is no guarantee that man-
dating these units will make any of them afforda-
ble!  Sans a master plan, there is no doubt that man-
dating all of these units in just such a haphazard man-
ner will cause our quality of life to deteriorate.  You 
can thank the democrats for all of the above, as they 
are in total control of our state.   
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Energy Chaos Is Coming Your Way                                     

By Andy Caldwell  

apparent throughout the course of the many hearings 
they had on this plan.  First, they squandered a 
whopping $577,000 of taxpayer dollars in the 
process.  Second, instead of accomplishing their 
mission of creating new jobs, the community choice 
program bandwagon is one of the chief reasons 
Diablo Nuclear Power Plant is closing, resulting in the 
loss of over 1,000 jobs, $1 billion in local annual 
economic activity, $225 million in annual payroll, and 
10% of our states GHG-free, reliable, clean and 
sustainable energy supply! 

The supervisors have managed to convince 
themselves, that if they are no longer purchasing 
power from the utilities, they will not have to help pay 
for the cost of the lawsuits that arose from the fires 
emanating from the same power lines we will still be 
using.   However, the utility investors can’t pay for the 
lawsuits without going bankrupt.  That leaves the 
taxpayers or the ratepayers on the hook!  

The final insult?  The only reason these community 
choice programs can offer a competitive rate for 
energy is because they don’t have to pay income 
taxes.  Neither does utility scale solar pay property 
taxes in this state.  On the contrary, Diablo paid $20 
million a year in property taxes alone.  This represents 
a stunning loss of revenue for government.  Couple 
that with the fact that these community choice 
programs eliminate the revenue from private sector 
investors, meaning ratepayers will have to foot the bill 
entirely by themselves to help pay for new energy 
generation!  Ergo, this plan is nothing less than a 
socialist takeover of our electricity supply.  

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press 
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   Just like people shouldn’t text or drink while 

driving, neither should our electeds be allowed to vote 
while virtue-signaling!  Case in point?  Californians 
suffer 50% higher electricity rates than the rest of the 
country.  This is because the state has doubled down 
on the use of intermittent energy such as wind and 
solar, sources less reliable and more expensive than 
electricity produced by large hydroelectric, natural gas 
and nuclear power.  What is worse is that our county 
supervisors, sans Supervisor Adam, signed up for a 
plan that will further expedite our descent into this 
energy morass. 

The county is entering into an agreement to purchase 
electricity generation via a fledgling outfit known as 
the Monterey Bay Community Power association, an 
organization that has been doing business for a mere 
18 months, and is so new it doesn’t even have a 
credit rating yet.  Albeit, we will still rely on the utilities 
to deliver the power.  This plan will serve to eliminate 
the utility franchise model and collapse the vertical 
integration of our power generation and delivery 
system that served to spread both cost and risks 
among tens of millions of people.   

Was our previous system perfect?  By no 
means.  Nonetheless, it was a public-private 
partnership that worked; a partnership funded by a 
combination of investors and rate payers all of which 
was governed by a state commission.  Moreover, our 
old system coordinated with 11 other Western States 
to ensure we had back up power 
sources.  Alternatively, this new path of grid 
disintegration will result in chaos and uncertainty, but 
don’t take my word for it. 

The State Public Utility Commission issued a report 
that refers to these so-called community choice 
energy programs as affecting the disintegration of 
supply, safety controls and protocols, making it more 
difficult to fund and coordinate in times of 
crisis.  Translation?  There is no plan or capability of 
these poorly funded and balkanized electricity clubs to 
coordinate with one another here in California, let 
alone throughout the west, in the event of a crisis, 
including unpredictable fluctuations in energy 
demands. 

Another indication that our imprudent supervisors 
were driven by ideology and not facts was readily 

Walker Wilson & Hughen, 

CPA’s  
Tax Preparation and Planning, Trusts 

and Estate Planning  

1201 E. Ocean Ave. Lompoc, CA. 

805-736-7534 



Don’t Mess With Octo-Mom!                                    

By Andy Caldwell 

What is worse is that Octo-Mom does not just 
manipulate and exploit the public via the work of non-
profits, she also hand picks who is going to run for 
office here locally.  And, if you buck her, watch 
out!  The latest protégé of Octo-Mom, our region’s 
premier political power broker?  Laura Capps, of the 
Capps family political dynasty.  

(Continued on page 18) 
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    I have been in great distress, as of late, because I 

keep find myself defending our liberal county 
supervisors, including first district supervisor Das 
Williams!  Poor Das and me!  He violated the most 
important rule of being an elected official in the South 
County, and that is never allow anything to 
change.  As a result, he is in political hot water. 

Whereas, development and oil have always been 
political hot potatoes in the south county, so has 
agricultural development in Carpinteria, as far as it 
affected green houses.  Decades before marijuana 
became legal to grow here, I used to joke to 
audiences that greenhouses were necessary to ag 
because the only two crops that could earn enough 
profit to withstand the high cost of the land are cut 
flowers or marijuana.   

I had no idea just how prescient those words would 
turn out to be.  This has to do with the voters, not the 
board of supervisors per se, approving the use and 
production of marijuana in our state which precipitated 
a version of a fool’s gold rush to buy 
greenhouses.   Meanwhile, the federal government 
dealt our flower growers a death blow by way of 
enticing, via an overly generous trade agreement, the 
nation of Colombia to start growing flowers for export 
to the United States instead of exporting illegal 
drugs.  Colombia now controls nearly 90% of the cut 
flower market.  Hence, the considerable stink, political 
and otherwise, in the Carpinteria Valley and beyond. 

There once was a man behind the scenes who 
controlled politics in the South County.  His name was 
Robert Klausner.  His nickname was “Octo-Bob” 
because he had his hands on everyone and 
everything.  Fast forward to today and meet Sarah 
Miller McCune, aka “Octo-Mom”.  Albeit, Ms. McCune 
has greater ambitions than Bob had.  She is seeking 
to control politics county wide.   

Ms. McCune exerts control via her direct and indirect 
funding of extreme far left organizations including Just 
Communities, the Environmental Defense Center, 
CAUSE, and the Santa Barbara County Action 
Network, to name just a few.  Year after year, 
McCune dumps tens of thousands of dollars into the 
coffers of these various nonprofits, with strings 
attached, and they are only too happy to oblige her!    
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   One of the most ridiculous claims made by Cali-

fornia politicians is that the world is following our ex-
ample on such things as renewable energy and social 
justice.  Unfortunately, what has really caught peo-
ple’s attention are the issues that have made us the 
world’s laughing stock.  This is due to the fact that the 
democratic party, which is in complete control of our 
state government, is made up of zealots whose stu-
pidity and gross negligence is on display for all the 
world to see. 

The latest example that our state is run by stark-
raving-mad lunatics has to do with rats!  Rats that are 
bringing back medieval diseases to the extent that CA 
now resembles a third world hell hole, albeit third 
world hell holes resent that reference!  Honestly, 
check out any number of online videos, or take a 
drive, and see tens of thousands of homeless people 
living in absolute squalor on the streets and sidewalks 
of Los Angeles and San Francisco.  Witness the tons 
of garbage and human waste piled high in the streets 
teeming with vermin.  Witness the hordes of rats living 
large while democrats throw billions of dollars of tax-
payer money at a problem that only gets worse by the 
day, because in reality, both the homeless and their 
piles of garbage and the rats are all being protected! 

Pending an outbreak of bubonic plague, what does 
the state legislature intend to do?  Ban the use of the 
one and only proven rat poison that works!  Suppos-
edly, the reason the legislature wants to ban the rat 
poison is because some of the animals which prey on 
rats and/or prey on the animals that prey on the rats, 
e.g. coyotes and mountain lions, have been found 
with trace amounts of the poison in their sys-
tems.  Moreover, in rare instances, the secondary di-
gestion of the rat poison has resulted in mortality 
among some predators.   

However tragic that is, the phrase “pick your poison” 
comes to mind.  In this case, we either pick the poison 
that kills rats knowing full well there will be undesira-
ble collateral damage to other species as a result.  Or, 
we let the rats and fleas and mosquitos and mice 
spread the poison of typhus, typhoid fever, and bu-
bonic plague to humans! 

Ironically, from the you-can’t-make-this-stuff-up file, 
this battle of rats versus humans played itself out, in 
of all places, the Sacramento headquarters of the Cal-
ifornia Environmental Protection Agency and the De-

Pick Your Poison Demo-Rats!                    

By Andy Caldwell 

partment of Pesticide Regulations!  The very depart-
ments which regulate the use of rat poison.  That is 
because the building is surrounded by rats!  The situ-
ation is so bad that the on-site child care center can-
not allow the children to play outside lest they get in-
fected! 

Liberal cities like Sacramento and San Francisco, are 
sanctuary cities for rats as they employ a no-kill, catch 
and release program, for rats!  Soon, that may be the 
defacto state policy too.  Assuredly, we all picked our 
poison when we gave complete control of our govern-
ment to demo-rats gone mad. 

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press 
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   Hundreds of California government workers 

earn more than $500,000 a year — and  

that’s just the tip of the public-employee  

compensation iceberg.  

   California’s cities, counties, and public agencies 
have secured a record tax windfall in recent years, as 
property tax collections soar, yet they continue to cry 
poor-mouth. There’s not enough money, they say, to 
provide adequate public services. Government offi-
cials and public-sector unions already have hatched a 
plan for the 2020 ballot that would dramatically raise 
property tax on commercial property owners by under-
mining Proposition 13’s tax protections. 

But a new report from the Orange County Register’s 
Teri Sforza hints at why these agencies never have 
enough money to do their jobs. Based on data from 
the state controller’s office, she found that “More than 
100 city and county workers earned total compensa-
tion exceeding a half-million dollars in Los Angeles, 
San Bernardino, Riverside and Orange counties last 
year.” One need only look at the Transparent Califor-
nia database to see that this is no aberration. 

One Orange County city, Placentia, decided recently 
to exit its contract with the Orange County Fire Au-
thority and start its own fire department as a way to 
gain control of spiraling compensation costs. No won-
der. We see page after page of OCFA employees 
earning total compensation of hundreds of thousands 
of dollars a year. The top earner received $534,000 in 
total pay and benefits — nearly five times the base 
salary of $117,000 a year. This is no aberration. Pull 
the data from any agency and you’ll be shocked by 
the pay levels. 

The average California firefighter at the county and 
city level earns nearly $200,000 a year in total com-
pensation for a minimal work week (and they’re paid 
while sleeping). State-level firefighters earn close to 
$150,000. Police sergeants, city managers, you name 
it — they often earn $300,000 or more in pay and 
benefit packages. Those numbers include only the 
funded portion of the equation. California has hun-
dreds of billions of dollars in unfunded pension and 
retiree-medical costs — shortfalls that ultimately must 
be paid for by hard-pressed taxpayers. 

Some employees have compensation levels soaring 
over $1 million in one year, costs that typically reflect 
those ridiculous DROP programs (Defined Retirement 
Option Plans). Compensation packages are so gener-
ous and retirement ages so low (age 50 for public-
safety employees; 55 for most others) that these em-
ployees have no incentive to keep working once they 
hit retirement age. But many want to keep working, 
and their agencies need their labor. So employees 
double-dip by receiving their retirement and their full 
pay, which they get in a lump sum when they really do 
retire. 

In the private sector, sick time is just that. You get a 
certain amount of time off if you’re sick. In the public 
sector, it’s yet another benefit scheme. Public employ-
ees bank the sick time and then get large payouts 
when they leave the agency. There was a time when 
public employees earned somewhat less pay, but had 
somewhat higher pension benefits and more job secu-
rity than private workers. Now, they receive higher 
pay and dramatically higher pension benefits than 
those in the private sector — plus they basically can’t 
be fired and work short weeks. Who’s working for 
whom now? 

Meanwhile, the new governor has increased pay for 

(Continued on page 17) 
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July 4, 2019: Tyranny Makes A Comeback!     

By Andy Caldwell 

rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.  Ac-
cordingly, our national ethos has always been rooted 
in equal opportunity, not equal outcomes.  Socialism 
is oppositive in that socialism is dependent upon the 
success of class warfare to obtain equal, however un-
fair and unethical, outcomes.  Hence, Winston 
Churchill observed that “the inherent vice of capitalism 
is the unequal sharing of blessings; the inherent virtue 
of socialism is the equal sharing of miseries”! 

The politicians promoting socialism as a means to 
“equality” seek to make enemies out of our fellow citi-
zens using one of the deadliest sins of all, envy.  The 
stoking of the fires of class envy promotes class war-
fare enabling them to seize control, all the while claim-
ing the moral high ground.  

They are able to take the so-called moral high ground, 
in part, because we ignored Martin Luther King who 
warned that “The church must be reminded that it is 
not the master or the servant of the state, but rather 
the conscience of the state.  It must be the guide and 
critic of the state, and never its tool.  If the church 
does not recapture its prophetic zeal, it will become 
an irrelevant social club without moral or spiritual au-
thority.” 

Stephen Greenhut, in discussing the book “The Moral-
ity of Capitalism” by Tom Palmer, reminds us that 
“capitalism rests upon a rejection of the ethics of loot 
and grab, the means by which most wealth has been 
acquired in other economic and political sys-
tems”.  Ergo, some of the richest people in this world 
are the despots and tyrants of socialist and totalitarian 
regimes!  

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press  
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  C.S. Lewis wrote “Of all tyrannies, a tyranny sin-

cerely exercised for the good of its victims may be the 
most oppressive.  It would be better to live under rob-
ber barons than under omnipotent moral busybod-
ies.  The robber baron’s cruelty may sometimes sleep, 
his cupidity may at some point be satiated; but those 
who torment us for our own good will torment us with-
out end for they do so with the approval of their own 
conscience.” 

Today, we celebrate our political and economic free-
dom and independence, as a country and as individu-
als, while some people argue we have to give up eve-
rything we have due to the threat of climate change 
along with the perception of income inequality.  How-
ever, none of these exigent concerns pose the same 
existential threat as does the manifestation of a popu-
list political ideology that puts socialism in a favorable 
light.  This has come about because the planned 
march through our institutions has created a breach in 
our foundations that are dependent upon and rooted 
in the concept of limited government.  To say that a 
socialist government in control of our economy is anti-
thetical to our birthright to freedom would be an un-
derstatement. 

Ronald Reagan warned of the socialist/communist 
tyrants as “openly and publicly declaring that the only 
morality they recognize is what will further their cause, 
meaning they reserve the right to commit any crime, 
to lie, to cheat.”  What does that mean here in Ameri-
ca today?   

Constitutional scholar Rob Natelson writes that social-
ism always fails because central planners don’t have 
the information necessary to run an economy.  When 
they fail, they seek scapegoats to blame.  Today’s 
scapegoats are the “1 percent”, “Wall Street”, the pe-
troleum industry, the gun lobby, deplorables and white 
males!  Inevitably, instead of owning up to their fail-
ures they would rather gain enough power to either 
ruin or even kill the scapegoats! 

Columnist Stephen Greenhut writes, “The left would 
have us believe that poverty is only about a lack of 
money rather than a lack of skills, proper work habits, 
or life choices.”  Meanwhile, they infer that the rich 
gained wealth not by risk and innovation, but by ex-
ploitation, oppression, greed, and rapacity.  

Our founding fathers considered unalienable the 
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NIKE’s Colin Cancer And AOC’s Potty Mouth        

By Andy Caldwell 
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   A free press is enumerated in the Bill of Rights as 

unalienable for very important reasons, including the 
protection of the people from the threats associated 
with propaganda.  Of course, this provision is lost on 
today’s citizens who can no longer make the distinc-
tion between the truth and propaganda, between in-
formation and disinformation, due to the fact that they 
have been taught what to think instead of how to 
think.   

Consider the examples of  Colin Kaepernick and Alex-
andria Ocasio Cortez.  These two people are dividing 
our country based upon lies, distortions, and exagger-
ations that are not being investigated and exposed for 
what they are.  

To refresh your memory, Colin Kaepernick’s original 
claim to fame was his protest against standing for the 
national anthem because, in these exact words, “cops 
are getting away with murder” in this country.  His 
statement was, and still is, a patently false exaggera-
tion, that some people in this country nevertheless 
want to believe, as it allows them to escape reality 
with respect to the real problem in our inner cities, and 
that is that black lives don’t matter to some black peo-
ple, as they are killing one another on a daily basis.   

Whereas, there is no denying the fact that an ex-
tremely limited number of cops in this country have 
wrongly taken life in the course of their duties, every 
single one of these incidents is thoroughly investigat-
ed by neutral authorities.  The same cannot be said of 
the gang killings, the drive-bys, and the like where 
relatively few people are brought to justice because 
the victims and witnesses refuse to cooperate with 
authorities because of perverse street codes. 

Having said all that, how on earth did NIKE allow 
Colin to move off of that shtick to having marketing 
decisions?  He apparently persuaded the company to 
abandon production of a patriotically-themed sneaker 
featuring the flag associated with the artwork and de-
sign of Betsy Ross, because in his opinion the flag 
represents the sanctioning of slavery.  Lost on 
Kaepernick and NIKE is the fact that Betsy Ross was 
a Quaker, one of the first religious groups in America 
who vehemently opposed slavery! 

NIKE then made this ridiculously infuriating statement: 
“We regularly make business decisions to withdraw 
initiatives, products and services. NIKE made the de-

cision to halt distribution of the Air Max 1 Quick Strike 
Fourth of July based on concerns that it could unin-
tentionally offend and detract from the nation’s patriot-
ic holiday.”  Offend?  Detract?  Are you kidding 
me?  They made this indefensible decision the same 
week our country was celebrating the July 4 holiday 
no less!   I, for one, will never buy another NIKE prod-
uct and I hope my fellow Americans will join me as a 
result of this ignominious insult to our history and her-
itage. 

Relatedly, AOC made the claim that the migrants be-
ing held in the “concentration camps” are being forced 
to drink water from toilets.  Aside from the stupidity of 
referring to these immigrant intake centers as concen-
tration camps, the fact is, numerous places of confine-
ment use a unitary stainless steel appliance which 
features an integrated sink situated above a toi-
let.  This is done to minimize the need for space and 
the ability of somebody to vandalize either the toilet or 
the sink.  It is perfectly hygienic.  Accordingly, AOC 
deserves to be censured and mocked, rather than giv-
en a bully pulpit, as she attempts to deliberately infuri-
ate the American public via deception. 

Shame on NIKE for elevating Kaepernick to a place of 
prominence he has done nothing to deserve, and for 
the democratic party giving a complete imbecile like 
Ocasio Cortez any credibility whatsoever.  

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press  



The Entitlement Generation: Money For Nothing   

By Andy Caldwell 
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   My only guess is that these people must be smok-

ing their own product!  How else to explain the fact 
that, apparently at the behest of some too-clever-by-
half marijuana growers, a bunch of college students in 
Santa Barbara are now demanding that the County of 
Santa Barbara hand over the cash proceeds from 
cannabis taxes so they can have rent and food  
money! 

On the very same day that the board of supervisors 
heard from a couple hundred speakers on the subject 
of marijuana operations in the county, it just so hap-
pened that several UCSB students made the trek to 
Santa Maria to present their demands to the 
board.  Coincidence?  Hardly! 

I am not the only person in this county who believes 
some pot growers in the Santa Ynez Valley put the 
students up to this preposterous stunt in order to in-
timidate Supervisor Joan Hartmann who was poised 
to eliminate the ability of these growers to continue to 
do business in the heart of the valley by way of zoning 
regulations.  That is, Supervisor Hartman happens to 
represent both the Santa Ynez Valley, UCSB, and Isla 
Vista.  This gerrymandered district uses the liberal 
progressive voting bloc of the college students in or-
der to control this, the county’s swing district, that 
straddles the north/south county political and geo-
graphical divide.  

Lost on the students is the fact that the county can’t 
give away money to just anybody no matter how hard 
they try!  Giving away money for nothing in return is 

illegal.  Moreover, the one and only reason the board 
of sups is willing to continue to suffer the agony of 
their pot predicament is because they need the mon-
ey to replace oil revenue opportunities they continue 
to foolishly squander.   

As a result of the political fallout from getting in bed 
with the marijuana industry, it is painfully obvious the 
sups are now experiencing morning after regret!  Hon-
estly, they should have stuck with the devil they knew, 
i.e, the oil industry, because the political stink arising 
from the devil’s weed is proving to be one of the worst 
political and social debacles in the history of land use 
in this county, and that is saying something! 

I would have loved to offer the students the following 
counter points, in the form of a public spanking no-
body else bothered to deliver:  Speaking of getting 
high, it is high time you start acting like responsible 
adults.  Nobody owes you a meal, except maybe your 
parents.  Other than that, go get a job!  Do you think 
you are the first-ever starving college students?  I 
lived on one full meal a day and cheap junk food dur-
ing most of my college years as did many of my fel-
lows, until I got smart and got a job in the cafeteria!  

With regard to high rents, well, you knew, or should 
have known, how expensive it was to live here before 
you accepted the invitation to go to UCSB.  Moreover, 
take up that beef with UCSB, as it is the university’s 
responsibility to provide affordable housing to its stu-
dents, not county taxpayers! 

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press  



Kamala Harris Attempts To Buy The Black Vote  

 By Andy Caldwell 
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   Our U.S. senator and presidential hopeful, Kamala 

Harris, is shamelessly hoping to buy the black vote in 
America, much in the same way her ancestors in Ja-
maica bought slaves!  That is right.  Our erstwhile 
senator who seeks to falsely assume the identity of an 
African American has a huge problem on her hands in 
light of the fact that her ancestors were plantation 
owners in Jamaica and that is not all. 

I regularly interview black leaders from across Ameri-
ca on my show and they tell me that Kamala Harris 
has no street cred in their community for a variety of 
reasons.  First, they ask, with respect to reparations, 
instead of asking taxpayers to write a check, why 
doesn’t she just take out her own checkbook in light of 
the fact that her family owned slaves?   

With regard to her story about being this poor black 
girl with pigtails that was forced to ride a bus to school 
in Northern California, well, that is mostly one tall tale, 
as she spent nearly her entire childhood growing up in 
Canada.  Not only that, but she was raised in a family 
heaped in privilege.  For crying out loud, her father 
was a professor of economics and her mother was a 
world renowned cancer research scientist who came 
from an elite, dare I say it, high caste family in In-
dia.  Nevertheless, she is trying to claim victim status 
as if she was raised and bussed to school in Ala-
bama! 

In addition to reparations, Kamala Harris’s latest 
scheme to buy the black vote in America includes a 
$100 billion giveaway to help black people make a 
down payment on a house in depressed neighbor-
hoods.  Harris believes she can help poor black folks 
get rich by getting them into a house.  I guess Latino, 
Asian, and white poor folks are just out of luck?  But, 
that is not the only thing wrong with this approach. 

Christian Britchgi, writing for Reason, highlights the 
fundamental problem with the attempt to make hous-
ing affordable by subsidizing the same with taxpayer 
giveaways.  First, there is the notion that we can 
make housing affordable now, as well as, a great in-
vestment for the future.  Brichgi’s brilliant observation 
is that housing only becomes a great investment to 
the extent it eventually becomes unaffordable to oth-
ers!  Moreover, as Britchgi explains, “The only reason 
that homes have proven to be a good investment for 
many families is because government restrictions on 
housing development have prevented new supply 

from keeping up with additional demand”- a lesson 
lost on Kamala Harris. 

The lesson is also lost on Harris’s fellow wealthy trav-
eler, Governor Gavin Newsom, who wants to shoe-
horn the construction of 3.5 million new homes in Cali-
fornia into existing neighborhoods, rather than ad-
dressing government limitations on the amount of land 
available to build new housing.  The cost and availa-
bility of land, along with a myriad of mandates that 
drive up the cost of construction, are the main rea-
sons housing costs so much more in this state than 
elsewhere. 

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press  
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      As various government entities wrestle with odors 

and other complaints arising from cannabis operations, I 
would like to remind them of a policy proposed by the 
late, great, county supervisor Willy Chamberlin.  He 
dubbed his plan “the good neighbor policy”.  The policy 
could serve to ameliorate much of the angst in this coun-
ty regarding land use controversies including the hosting 
of events on private property, vacation rentals, and yes, 
marijuana grows. 

In essence, the good neighbor policy sought to create 
objective standards in order to gauge the impacts of vari-
ous land uses with respect to “neighborhood compatibil-
ity”.  For instance, instead of saying that a person can’t 
rent out their property for use as a short term vacation 
rental due to the fears associated with the same, the pol-
icy would allay the fears by way of establishing stand-
ards to prevent the rental from creating a nuisance in the 
first place, including concerns related to noise and park-
ing.  Similarly, objective standards could be established 
in order to permit the hosting of events at ranches and 
wineries to protect neighbors from the impacts.  

Instead, what we have right now is an entirely subjective 
process that actually creates needless controversies as it 
fails to make a distinction between legitimate vs bogus 
concerns and complaints.  An example of a bogus com-
plaint arose in the Santa Ynez Valley where a serial 
complainant objected to a winery operation that was lo-
cated twenty miles away from his residence!    

Whereas, I believe noise, lights, odor, parking and the 
like can create legitimate cause for concern, the one ar-
ea I stumble over has to do with complaints arising from 
visual impacts.  For instance, once the county denied an 

applicant the ability to build a house, not because 
it blocked a neighbor’s view, but simply because 
a neighbor was going to be able to see the 
house!    

View shed policies thereby give implicit and su-
perior land rights to non-owners as if these near-
by residents have the right to undisturbed views 
of their neighbor’s property, thereby trumping the 
ability of the neighbor to build at the best location 
on their property.  Similarly, there are many are-
as in this county where a house is not supposed 
to be visible even from the freeway, as if the mo-
torist passing by has superior rights than does 
the property owner.  How ridiculous. 

All neighbors should strive to live on a two-way 
street.  That is, a neighbor whose property uses 
have the potential of creating impacts should do 
everything in their power to minimize the im-
pacts.  Relatedly, all of us should respect the pri-
vate property rights of one another, including the 
right to use our properties how we like, as long 
as it does not create a bonafide nuisance. 

Finally, we need to quit confusing farm and ranch 
land with open space.  Our area’s farms and 
ranches are somebody’s business which means 
that what goes on there is nobody else’s busi-
ness!  These lands are not to be confused with 
“open space”.  That is, private property should 
neither be controlled, exploited or comman-
deered for conservation purposes, visual or    
otherwise.   

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press  
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some government employees. I guess he knows who 
helped him get elected. Local governments have been 
on a pay-hiking spree, as well. And when the money 
runs out, guess what? The government concocts plans 
to raise taxes. Cities are crying poor-mouth now, but I 
don’t recall any city officials objecting when they granted 
retroactive pension increases to their employees. 
There’s no punishment for alleged bad behavior, either, 
as public employees receive big payouts even if they are 
accused of bad behavior. 

No matter how much new tax revenue state officials find, 
it will never be enough. A report this year from the Cali-
fornia Policy Center estimates that “California’s total 
state and local government debt as of June 30, 2017 to-
taled just over $1.5 trillion. That total includes all out-
standing bonds, loans, and other long-term liabilities, 
along with the officially reported unfunded liability for oth-
er post-employment benefits (primarily retiree 
healthcare), as well as unfunded pension liabilities.” Pret-
ty soon we’re talking about real money. 

Then there’s something known as service “crowd-out.” 
Money is fungible, so when agencies squander it on out-
sized pay for their employees, there’s less money to pro-
vide the public services that are supposedly the reason 
for the agencies’ existence. We know how the game is 
played. The public employees come first, and the public 
gets whatever scraps are left over. Every major Califor-
nia agency — from the Department of Motor Vehicles to 
its major school systems — is a dysfunctional mess, im-
mune from reform but always in dire need of more cash. 

A 2017 Stanford Economic Policy Research Institute 
study found “contentious debate about what is driving 
these cost increases — significant retroactive benefit in-
creases, unrealistic assumptions about investment   
earnings, policies that mask or delay recognition of true 

(Continued from page 11) 

costs, poor governance, to name the most com-
monly cited — but there is agreement on one 
fact: rising pension costs are making it harder to 
provide services traditionally considered part of 
government’s core mission.” The problem has 
only gotten worse since then, despite record-high 
investment returns. If there’s ever a major eco-
nomic downturn, California municipalities will be 
in a world of hurt. 

What are California’s leaders doing about it? Na-
da. Pension reform has not been on the legisla-
tive agenda since a minor reform in 2013. Gov. 
Gavin Newsom is earmarking more general-fund 
money to pay down some pension debt but is 
doing nothing to reform the broken system. The 
state’s high court recently punted on an effort to 
reform the so-called “California Rule,” which for-
bids agencies from reducing benefits for current 
workers (even going forward) unless they are 
given something of equal value in return. State 
agencies and other courts have struck down eve-
ry major local pension-reform effort. There’s no 
conceivable legal way now to fix the problem. 

California is on track for an endless sea of tax 
increases and service cutbacks, mainly because 
the public-employee unions control the govern-
ment and have assured that their pay and benefit 
packages must always rise. No one is suggesting 
that the state deny a fair wage to its employees, 
but a simple scan of the state controller’s data-
base and Transparent California shows that 
there’s nothing fair about a system that turns 
every government worker into the equivalent of a 
lottery winner. 

Steven Greenhut is Western region director for 
the R Street Institute.  
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Make no mistake about it.  Clueless voters in Santa 
Barbara believe they choose their 
representatives.  However, the reality is that Sarah 
Miller McCune chooses who is going to run for office 
in the first place, giving voters little to no choice in the 
matter!  One exception to all this is that upstart Das 
Williams.  He has managed to buck Octo-Mom on 
several different occasions and live to tell about it.  A 
related dirty little secret?  Octo-Mom and her inner 
circle are all lily white progressives who love to exploit 
and manipulate people of color, but Das Williams ain’t 
buying the shtick.    

(Continued from page 9) Ergo, the worst kept secret in Santa Barbara is that 
Octo-Mom is in the process of propping up Laura 
Capps to run against Williams for first district 
Supervisor!  Meanwhile, Octo-Mom has decreed that 
Das’s only option is to get out of town, literally, and go 
back to Sacramento! 

Das’s real problem?  He doesn’t like limousine 
liberals.  Unfortunately for him, the ultimate limousine 
liberal, Sarah Miller McCune, has the money, spite, 
and predilection to run over minions, including elected 
officials, in her limousine, if they don’t kiss her ring and 
carry out her social and political agenda.  

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press 
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millions or more on programs for the homeless. But 
most of the money is being wasted,” Edward Ring 
wrote at California Globe recently. “Why? Because 
there is a Homeless Industrial Complex that is getting 
filthy rich, wasting the money, while the homeless 
population swells.” 

Additionally, city Mayors have required retraining po-
lice departments to “engage” with homeless, and con-
nect them with local government services. While po-
lice are spending time “engaging” with homeless, they 
are not able to respond to crime calls. 

Here is the Sacramento Police Department’s explana-
tion: 

The Sacramento Police Department’s Impact Team 
provides outreach and engagement services through-
out the City of Sacramento.  The Impact Team re-
sponds to community concerns regarding homeless-
ness and engages with our homeless community 
members. The Impact team connects them with re-
sources that can provide housing and other services. 
Additionally, our Impact team collaborates with ser-
vice providers to help address the underlying causes 
of homelessness, and multiple options are available to 
assist each person. Below is a partial list of our part-
ners: 

•City of Sacramento’s Homeless Coordinator 

•Pathways to Health + Home  

•Sacramento Covered  

•Sacramento Steps Forward 

•Elica Health Centers 

•City of Sacramento Department of Public Works  

•City of Sacramento Department of Utilities  

•Sacramento County Sheriff’s Department 

•Sacramento County Park Rangers 

•Sacramento City Park Rangers  

•Department of Human Assistance  

•Union Pacific Railroad 

•311 Service Center 

•California Department of Transportation 

(Continued from page 3) •California Department of Healthcare Services  

•Caltrans Customer Service Request  

Pomona is spending $4 million to help Pomona police 
officers and mental health counselors address home-
lessness. Assemblyman Freddie Rodriguez (D-Chino) 
squeezed the $4 million in the 2018-19 state budget 
for the City of Pomona. 

Pomona is expected to: 

•Provide annual training for officers on interacting with 
homeless individuals 

•Provide full-time homeless liaison officer positions, 
dedicated solely to homeless outreach efforts 

•Provide mental health clinician positions to accompa-
ny homeless liaison officers during their work in the 
field, including one position that can provide assis-
tance around the clock 

•Annual reporting requirements and data collection 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Making Dangerous Cities Even Worse 

“The so-called reforms succeeded in promoting crime by decriminalizing many crimes, and reclassifying violent 
crimes as ‘non-violent,’” I explained. “Gov. Jerry Brown’s A.B. 109, ‘realigned’ California’s overcrowded prison 
system, shifting responsibility of repeat, newly classified ‘nonviolent’ offenders from state prisons to county jails. 
Those released were assigned county probation officers rather than state parole officers. Those newly ‘non-
violent’ criminals let out of county jails due to overcrowding are living on the streets, living on our parkways, riv-
ers, and canals, and using the streets as their toilets.” 

Assembly Bill 109, Proposition 47, Proposition 57 decriminalized theft, drug crimes, sex crimes, and emptied 
out California prisons. Proposition 47 also reclassified shoplifting, grand theft, receiving stolen property, forgery, 
fraud, and writing bad checks as “non-serious, nonviolent crimes,” and any theft valued at $950 or less as a 
misdemeanor, even if committed every day. 

Proposition 57, “The California Parole for Non-Violent Criminals and Juvenile Court Trial Requirements Initia-
tive” allows criminals convicted of rape, lewd acts against a child, and human trafficking to be released early 
from prison. Prop. 57 allows career criminals to be treated as first offenders, and it overturned victims’ rights 
legislation like Marsy’s Law, “three strikes,” Victim’s Bill of Rights, and the Californians Against Sexual Exploita-
tion Act. 

Making dangerous cities even worse, in 2017 the California Legislature passed Senate Bill 180, entirely on a 
party-line vote, to limit the ability of law enforcement to send chronic drug abusers back to prison. Judges were 
already neutered by Prop. 47 in 2014, which removed their ability to sentence drug offenders to drug treatment 
programs, rather than prison. 

Now, California cities are even repealing anti-begging and loitering laws. 

And don’t blame the homeless population in California on former Governor Ronald Reagan – he did not close 
the state’s mental hospitals as the leftist media has incorrectly repeated for 50 years. It was President John F. 
Kennedy who in his October 31, 1963 legislation –The Community Mental Health Act of 1963 — ordered the 
building of 1,500 mental health centers, while closing many mental health hospitals over time, known as deinsti-
tutionalization. Governors were just required to execute on the President’s Executive Order, while at the same 
time, Congress failed to fund the mental health centers.  

Katy Grimes, the Editor of the California Globe, is a long-time Investigative Journalist covering the California 
State Capitol, and the co-author of California's War Against Donald Trump: Who Wins? Who Loses? 
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