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   Our state senator, Monique Limon, and her liberal counterparts on the Board of 

Supervisors, namely, Supervisors Greg Hart, Das Williams, and Joan Hartman, and 
the entire Santa Barbara City Council, suffer from the same sort of delusional woke 
privilege as Montecito’s newest royals, Harry and Meghan.  The delusions are pain-
fully apparent as it relates to California imports. 

Let’s begin our discussion with our imports of electricity and fossil fuels.  California 
pretends it is leading the world by demonstrating a dramatic shift away from relying 
upon and using fossil fuels as it pursues a zero-carbon footprint.  Accordingly, Sena-
tor Limon has authored a bill that would serve to decimate 90% of the California oil 
and gas sector of our economy by way of prohibiting the means of oil and gas pro-
duction, while consumption continues virtually unabated, not to mention the need for 
such byproducts as asphalt and plastic.   

There are multiple glaring problems with this agenda.  The first inconvenient truth 
has to do with the fact that California is not the leader in showing the way to a fossil-
free existence.  Quite the contrary, California imports more electricity, oil and gas 
than any other state in the continental United States, and it comes in second only to 
Texas as the leading emitter of carbon!  That makes California nothing less than a 
leader in hypocrisy and the denial of reality.  

The elemental truth about our goal of going all electric by way of renewables is as 
follows.  First, electricity is a secondary power source.  That is, because we have not 
learned how to catch lightening, we have to make electricity from a primary fuel 
source.  The lefties want us to believe we can make 100% of what we need from re-
newable sources such as wind and solar.  Accordingly, the Santa Barbara City Coun-
cil pretends it can reduce our carbon footprint by banning natural gas hookups in 
new construction.   

Seriously?  Whereas, the wind and sunshine are themselves “renewable”, the means 
to produce electricity from these sources is not, as manufacturing wind turbines and 
solar panels require the use of fossil fuel energy and precious metals that must be 
mined.  And, despite all our virtue signaling, California is the leading importer of elec-
tricity from other states, none of which plan or pretend to produce all their electricity 
from renewable sources. 

The second problem with Limon’s bill, as it pertains to Santa Barbara County, is that 
the voters here rejected Measure P, a local ordinance that would have accomplished 
the same ends as her bill.  That begs the question, are the senator and our supervi-
sors our representatives or our sovereigns?  That is, what right do they have ignoring 
the will of the people who have clearly spoken on this issue? 

(Continued on page 2) 

California Imports: Electricity, Oil, And 
Royals      
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California Imports: Electricity, Oil, And Royals Cont.  

 
Speaking of imports and sovereigns, how is it possible to consider Harry and Meghan as victims while the 
woke among us rage against all forms of white privilege and patrimony?  For what better example of privilege 
and patrimony can you find than a scion of a monarchy?  Moreover, how nauseating is it, that the real beef 
Meghan has with the royal family is that they wouldn’t title baby Archie a prince and accordingly assign all the 
benefits therewith?  If she wanted her son to be a prince, she married the wrong brother.  And, when she did-
n’t get what she wanted, she leaves Britain in a huff, and then drops the race card to billionaire Oprah no less, 
who failed to ask the one pertinent question.  That is, “Meghan, how can you drop the race card and play both 
a victim of, and a privileged wife to, a dynasty of monarchs of one of the largest former slave-trading empires 
in the world”?  

(Continued from page 1) 
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DA Gascón And CDCR Releasing Inmates On Flimsy 
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   ‘They just want these people released’ 

There is upheaval within the Los Angeles County Dis-
trict Attorney’s office, and it appears treacherous. 

The Globe has reported extensively on LA District At-
torney George Gascón, who moved from San Francis-
co to Los Angeles to run for DA in 2020 and spent 
more than $2.5 million of billionaire oligarch George 
Soros’ money to win. 

We reported In December shortly after his election, 
the Association of Deputy District Attorneys for Los 
Angeles County filed a civil lawsuit asking that newly 
elected DA George Gascón follow California state 
constitutional and statutory law. In January, the Cali-
fornia District Attorneys Association announced it 
would file a friend-of-the-court brief supporting 
the lawsuit by the Los Angeles ADDAs against Gas-
cón because of his radical new directives. 

Los Angeles County Superior Court Judge James C. 
Chalfant ruled in favor of the Association of Deputy 
District Attorneys for Los Angeles County in 
the lawsuit. 

Since his election, Gascón has issued one directive 
after another, undermining the rule of law, while simul-
taneously placing the Deputy District Attorneys in the 
worst possible position of questioning whether they 
follow their legal and ethical responsibilities, or risk 
getting disciplined or fired by Gascón. 

Most recently, the LA Deputy District Attorneys re-
ceived a letter from Joseph F. Iniguez, Interim Chief 
Deputy District Attorney, saying the California Depart-
ment of Corrections and Rehabilitation claims the As-
sistant DAs are violating HIPAA protections of current-
ly incarcerated inmates seeking resentencing under 
medical claims, by requesting proof of COVID treat-
ments and relevant medical proof. The Globe was told 
that inmates are attempting to be released from prison 
for medical reasons “due to COVID risk,” and some 
have already been released, even when they have 
received the COVID vaccine. 

Deputy DAs in LA have merely asked for proof of 
medical necessity for the release, but say that DA 
Gascón shuts them down, further solidifying his “pro-
criminal” chops. 

From Iniguez’s letter: 

It has been brought to my attention that DDAs have 
been calling CDCR to secure COVID vaccine and oth-
er medical information on individuals who have been 
recommended for resentencing due to COVID risk by 
the Secretary of CDCR. This information is protected 
by HIPPA and should not be sought by DDAs without 
a court order.  Moreover, the information is not rele-
vant to the Secretary’s recommendation.  We con-
firmed with the Secretary herself that the recommen-
dations stand whether or not an individual has been 
vaccinated due to many factors including, but not lim-
ited to, the fact that no one knows the longevity of the 
vaccine, there are too many unknowns with variants, 
and the European variant may soon impact the prison 
population. 

Please inform Head Deputies that the CDCR’s medi-
cal determination of High Risk COVID Medical must 
be followed and conceded to as part of any analysis 
of these 1170(d) petitions.  Thank you. 

The proper channel for inmate resentencing is to send 
the request back to the original DA unit which tried the 
case, and judge who ordered sentencing. However, 
some Deputy DAs say not only is that not happening, 
DA Gascón is now setting up a special unit to deal 
with resentencing cases, rather than send back to the 
original DA and Judge. 

The Globe spoke with a source at the Los Angeles 
DA’s office, on condition of anonymity, who said the 
traditional way to judge an inmate resentencing      

(Continued on page 17) 
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  Last week, a few ultra-progressive legislators and a 

radical public employee labor organization proposed a 
new wealth tax which they claim would raise approxi-
mately $22 billion a year annually. 

Although the tax would be imposed only on the super 
wealthy, its downstream consequences would be felt 
by all Californians no matter their income or bank   
balance. 

Here’s what normal people should know about this 
proposal. 

First, it would indeed be a tax on the wealth of some 
of the richest Californians. According to the propo-
nents, the tax would be equal to 1% of a person’s 
“household wealth” if that person had wealth of $50 
million or more. It would also grab 1.5% of wealth over 
$1 billion. According to the proponents, there are only 
169 billionaires in California. Therefore, they argue, 
the vast majority of Californians would not feel the 
sting. 

The tax hike proposal was introduced last week by 
Alex Lee, California’s youngest member of the As-
sembly. Lee is 25 years old and still lives with his 
mother in the San Francisco Bay area. The so-called 
“California Tax on Extreme Wealth” is also sponsored 
by California Federation of Teachers who, in addition 
to refusing to let its members go back to the class-
rooms, has never met a tax it didn’t like. 

There are so many problems with this measure, it’s 
hard to know where to begin. 

First, even for those who cry “eat the rich” the ques-
tion is why do we want our state taxes to go even 
higher? 

California already has the highest income tax rate in 
America, the highest state sales tax rate in America 
and the highest gas tax in America. And despite 
claims that Proposition 13 has resulted in low property 
taxes, that just isn’t true. California ranks 17th out of 
50 states in per capita property tax collections. 

Second, California doesn’t need the revenue. Tax rev-
enue is more than $10 billion above projections and 
we already have a $22 billion surplus, even during 
COVID. Moreover, compared to fiscal 2019-20, reve-
nues are $34 billion higher than in the months before 
the pandemic. Add to that the $100 billion collected 
from the federal recovery packages, with another 

$150 billion on the way. Given that California is awash 
in revenue, most citizens would rightfully question the 
need for a new multi-billion-dollar tax hike. 

Third, there is a real problem with trying to implement 
a wealth tax. 

A wealth tax differs from income or sales taxes be-
cause it taxes assets regardless of whether they are 
sold, traded or earn a dividend. Unlike general income 
or capital gains, the determination of wealth is reliant 
on the market value of assets, which often cannot be 
valued until they are sold or at least appraised. 

Given that wealth taxes are imposed annually, would 
this law require those who meet the wealth threshold 
to maintain a rolling balance sheet? 

Indeed, would all taxpayers have to disclose the value 
of their property, retirement accounts and other assets 
to prove they didn’t meet the threshold? 

A wealth tax not only violates the basic principles of 
fairness, but it is highly impractical, difficult to enforce, 
and would result in tax avoidance strategies that only 
accountants would love. 

Fourth, why spit in the faces of those who produce the 
lion’s share of California’s income tax? 

Currently, California is overly reliant on a handful of 
high earning individuals who pay the top 13.3% rate. 
One-half of one percent of all California taxpayers 
contribute over 40% of all income tax receipts. 

What will those residents do when a new wealth tax 
grabs a slice of everything they own, on top of the an-
nual 13.3% personal income tax? Most likely, move to 
a state that imposes neither a wealth tax nor an     

(Continued on page 15) 
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Gavin Newsom’s Small, Small World  
By Andy Caldwell 
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   It appears enough voters have signed the recall pe-
tition against Gov. Gavin Newsom to allow the initia-
tive to proceed to a special election.  Now, the real 
work begins of convincing the residents of California 
that this governor deserves to be fired.   

For instance, did you know that Gavin Newsom 
signed the same order as did New York’s Governor 
Cuomo, mandating that nursing homes take in pa-
tients who had covid?  Untold numbers of elderly peo-
ple died as a result. 

Moreover, California’s economy continues to suffer 
the most stringent lockdown in the country while other 
states have safely reopened.  Newsom initially stated 
we would never be allowed to go back to normal until 
we had a vaccine on hand.  Yet, now that we have not 
one, but three vaccines available, he has not changed 
his four-tier colored-coded lockdown criteria accord-
ingly. That is, Newsom will not promulgate an “all-
clear” target with respect to the progress of adminis-
tering vaccines and the decline in infection rates 
among the populace that will allow the state to exit the 
lockdown as have other states. 

Take Disneyland for an example.  Whereas, Disney-
world in Florida opened back up last summer, New-
som will only allow Disneyland to open up on April 1 
with a capacity cap of 15% of its normal custom-
ers.  And, even if California gets to the yellow tier, 
which is the least stringent of Newsom’s four tiers, 
Disneyland will only be able to open up to 35% of its 
normal customer capacity, which Disneyworld 
reached months ago.  Meanwhile, Disneyland expects 
to continue to lose billions of dollars. 

Outdoor sports and live performance venues in Cali-
fornia have a slightly different set of reopening criteria, 
but they have similar limits on capacity. 

Speaking of limited reopenings, while some states 
allowed students to go back to school last September, 
Newsom has resorted to bribery, rather than a man-
date, to encourage schools to reopen, with limited 
success.  That is, he is waving billions in cash to 
school districts that will open.  Even then, some 
schools may only open a couple of days a week.  Yet, 
most private schools, including the one that the New-
som kids attend, fully reopened completely, a long 
time ago.  Our children cannot afford to wait any long-
er.  They have lost a year of learning, and other op-
portunities such as the ability to compete for scholar-

ships, despite the fact that K-12 kids have the lowest 
vulnerability to covid. 

Finally, the state of California has had a tough time 
distributing vaccines throughout the state.  It has now 
resorted to a very ineffective and controversial third 
party administrator along with a vaccine equity distri-
bution plan to ensure that underserved population 
groups have equal opportunity to get vaccinated by 
way of designating 40% of the vaccine supply to these 
communities. 

Unfortunately, the SB County public health depart-
ment is falling behind the effort to get vaccines distrib-
uted to our local farm workers who are deemed both 
essential and underserved.  This has to do with the 
historic refusal of the department to immediately prior-
itize working directly with ag employers and ag asso-
ciations to effectively reach this community that con-
sists of some 30,000 workers.  The bulk of the ag 
workers in our county reside in the Santa Maria Val-
ley.  They would appreciate a more open process with 
options to work directly with several different health 
care providers rather than being relegated to being 
served by the county health department, as it has only 
scheduled to administer a little over 1,000 vaccines a 
week to this population. 

Ultimately, the problem we face in this state is that we 
elect and hire people who have no real-world man-
agement experience in much of anything, that is, ac-
tivists and academics respectively, and the results are 
in. 



Equity Destroys Equality, Decency And Common Sense     
By Andy Caldwell 

Equality Act one of the most pernicious attacks we’ve 
ever faced in America.  HR 5 is a sweeping assault on 
the religious liberty rights of people of faith.  The legis-
lation effectively makes showing support for traditional 
marriage to be illegal discrimination under federal 
law.   This means that any tangible step to refuse par-

(Continued on page 12) 
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   The Biden Administration and the Democratic-

controlled Congress are in the process of reversing 60
-plus years of progress in women’s rights and oppor-
tunities as it pertains to matters of equality with men 
by way of a bill that has already been passed by the 
House of Representatives, along with an executive 
order signed by the president.   Specifically, the 
Equality Act (H.R. 5) is a bill, that, if signed into law, 
would amend the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to prohibit 
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and 
gender identity in employment, housing, public ac-
commodations, public education, federal funding, 
credit, and the jury system.   

Some of the programs that will be decimated by way 
of the Biden companion executive order have to do 
with Title Nine and other laws which have served to 
create equal access opportunities for women in sports 
programs and various other accommodations.   

Together, these rules will affect churches, battered 
women’s shelters, religious-based hospitals and care 
providers, schools, colleges, community facilities, and 
business operations. 

The impacts of the policies serve to obliterate equality 
between men and women, in order to facilitate equity 
for transgendered persons.  What this means in prac-
tical terms is that institutions, facilities such as re-
strooms and locker rooms, programs, and individuals 
will no longer be able to make a distinction between 
men and women in order to insure transgendered per-
sons are not being excluded in any way, shape or 
form.   

For example, the Obama administration sought to 
force shelters for battered women to accept men who 
identified as women.  Relatedly, health care institu-
tions are now declaring that promoting breast feeding 
as being “natural” has many negative societal ef-
fects.  Specifically, in an article published in the jour-
nal Pediatrics, university medical professionals argue 
that by referencing and promoting breastfeeding as 
natural, health care providers may inadvertently be 
endorsing a controversial set of values about family 
life and gender roles, which would be ethically inap-
propriate. 

At a press conference in Washington as reported by 
Breitbart: 

The National Organization for Marriage called the 



Giving Government More Power Won’t Defeat Poverty    
By Steven Greenhut 
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   In the run-up to the 2016 election, Ohio-based writ-

er J.D. Vance became a national celebrity for his 
book—and now a movie—called “Hillbilly Elegy,” 
which detailed the social dysfunction among his kin in 
Appalachia. The book became a media sensation be-
cause it helped explain the rise of Trumpism, which 
was born out of endemic poverty in rural white Ameri-
ca. 

Leftists viewed the tome as poverty porn—an effort to 
blame the poor for their predicament. Indeed, Vance 
wrote about “too many young men immune to hard 
work.” He wrote about the cultural aspects of pov-
erty—rampant drug abuse and out-of-wedlock births. 
Even after people in his Kentucky hometown made all 
the wrong choices, they felt like someone had victim-
ized them. 

Before the last election, I ventured into Appalachia to 
attend my mother-in-law’s funeral. Along the two-hour 
drive through winding two-lane roads, we saw an un-
countable number of Trump signs. We talked politics 
in hushed tones—realizing that our relatives weren’t 
eager to hear from out-of-touch Californians. Looking 
at her declining hometown, we saw what Vance was 
describing. 

The good news is that conservatives are now paying 
attention to the issue of poverty, which had long been 
a focus among progressives. The bad news is popu-
list Republicans have embraced many of the same 
misbegotten reflexes that have energized Democrats. 
They’ve forgotten that poverty isn’t only about material 
deprivation. They seem to have forgotten that govern-
ment can do more harm than good. 

In recent years, Vance has become an advocate for 
an activist style of conservatism. In a 2019 speech 
touching on his book’s theme, he took a gentle jab at 
libertarians: “Libertarians are not heartless…I think 
they often recognize, but they are so uncomfortable 
with political power, or so skeptical of whether political 
power can accomplish anything, that they don’t want 
to actually use it solve or even address some of these 
problems.” 

Well, yes, libertarians remain skeptical about using 
political power. It’s our defining characteristic. We’ve 
watched politicians use government to “solve” pov-
erty, homelessness and other problems—and yet 
those problems haven’t gotten much better. No one 

looks at Lyndon Johnson’s 1960s-era War on Pov-
erty, which marshalled the full force of the federal 
behemoth, and ruminates over its success. 

The problem isn’t solely the cost of those policies 
(trillions of dollars in public spending over several 
decades), but the erosion of self-sufficiency in the 
inner city and now rural America. Conservatives 
would no doubt use government differently than lib-
erals, but libertarians have good reason to doubt 
that the results will be better. 

I’ve often recounted on these pages the follies of 

California Democrats, who believe the key to lifting 

people out of poverty is increasing government 

transfer payments, raising taxes to fund new gov-

ernment agencies and imposing new regulations 

that force businesses to pay higher wages or pro-

vide employees with more benefits. 

As an entertaining aside, Gov. Gavin Newsom’s 
new “special advisor for economic mobility and op-

(Continued on page 16) 



When Preservation Is Greed By Another Name 
By Andy Caldwell 

Whereas, everybody I know shares a disdain for urban 

concrete jungles, the fact of the matter is every time 

the Santa Barbara community claims another preserve, 

it takes land off the table for this future development 

mandated by the state.  This begs the proverbial   

(Continued on page 13) 
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   I recently testified before the county board of super-

visors about the recent protests against the San Marcos 

Preserve development project. As a way of back-

ground, this particular property was originally zoned, 

many decades ago, for full-scale development.  How-

ever, permission to develop the site was approved only 

when the owner agreed to donate 90% of the property 

as an open space preserve.   

Activists are now claiming that the project is still not 

protective enough of the environment,  according to 

their own insatiable greed, read that covetous-

ness.  Truly, this project was originally scrutinized to 

the point of the absurd!  It was forced to gauge the im-

pact to lichen from moving boulders around on the 

property, along with many other such machinations. 

All this is nothing new.  Perhaps the worst example 

ever?  Some farming families spent 12 years trying to 

subdivide their 4,000-acre ranch into 13 parcels.  All 

the parcels would have remained in agriculture and the 

lots were intended to remain in the families.  The su-

pervisors denied the project claiming it would 

“urbanize” ag land.   

Currently, the planning commission is considering a 

housing project on a golf course in the Santa Maria 

Valley.  Originally, some 40 years ago, over 800 

homes were proposed for the site.  Now it has been 

whittled down to 129 units with 74% open space.   

All local governments need to have a discussion on 

the tendency to deny projects outright or radically 

down-zone properties in order to maintain open space 

in a county that is over 90% open space as it is! 

This discussion is imperative due to the fact that our 

state government has mandated that some 24,000 

housing units must be planned to be built in Santa Bar-

bara County, including over 10,000 in the south coun-

ty.  That is, our elected representatives in state govern-

ment have mandated this insane number of units of 

housing despite the fact that we don’t have the water 

to serve our existing community.  Funny thing is, in 

spite of all the laws requiring an analysis of the im-

pacts of construction projects, the state dumps this 

mandate on us without bothering to analyze any of the 

negative impacts of the same! 



Main Stream Media Ignores Huge Successful Border Effort 
Against Terrorism  
By Rachel Alexander 

terrorist attacks from SIAs crossing our southern 
border is because this secretive counterterrorism 
enterprise is in place. The more the left clamors about 
racism, the more the efforts are made secret. And 
because attacks are thwarted, they don’t make 
headlines.  

Compounding the problem is that the number of SIAs 
who show up on U.S. terror watch lists is classified. 
Same with the number of “Known or Suspected 
Terrorists,” or KSTs. DHS lumps them in one category 
called OTM, Other Than Mexican, and then when it 

(Continued on page 10) 
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   You don’t hear much about what’s going on behind 

the scenes to stop terrorists from coming over the 
border. Certainly, much of it is classified, because it 
might compromise sources and methods used to 
intercept plots. But the left wants you to think there 
isn’t much of a threat, it’s just hype meant to justify 
strict border laws that keep out Hispanic illegal 
immigrants. They ridiculed President Trump for 
bringing it up, feigning professional outrage. They 
deny that possible terrorists, identified as “SIAs” or 
Special Interest Aliens, are crossing the southern 
border.  

Fortunately Todd Bensman, a counterintelligence 
expert who covered national security as a journalist, 
has written a book revealing this secret work, 
America’s Covert Border War: The Untold Story of the 
Nation's Battle to Prevent Jihadist Infiltration. He asks 
why our political leadership on both sides of the aisle 
set in place an extensive counterterrorism enterprise 
on the southern border if there was no threat. Due to 
heightened security measures taken after 9-11, 
terrorists have turned to coming in through the U.S.-
Mexico border instead of flying. 

Bensman discusses how terrorists have been getting 
into Europe in large numbers, using Europe’s 
overwhelmed asylum systems, which aren’t that 
different from ours. Once given asylum, instead of 
being grateful, some of the new immigrants begin 
plotting attacks against their host countries. Due to 
the EU’s lax migration laws, terrorists have been able 
to quickly move from country to country. Bensman 
goes over so many terrorist attacks there your eyes 
glaze over; it is too much to comprehend. 

He refutes the notion that low numbers of terrorists 
and casualties means a low threat, pointing to a 
RAND study that found additional impacts on trade, 
investment, related victims and the economy. This 
had an effect on voting in Europe, leading to election 
wins for the parties that campaigned against the lax 
policies. Several of the countries started restricting 
their border policies beginning in 2016, namely 
Germany, France, Denmark, Sweden and Norway. It 
contributed to Britain leaving the E.U. in BREXIT. 

Here is the irony: The reason there have been so few 



Main Stream Media Ignores Huge Successful Border Effort 
Against Terrorism cont. 
 

One chapter is devoted to the smugglers, known as 
SIA smuggling kingpins. Very few are caught and 
prosecuted; only 25 since 2001. They are usually 
motivated by profit, not jihad ideology. They charge 
$35,000-$50,000. The money goes for things like 
paying off police on the way. The stories about 
smugglers are fascinating and worth reading alone, 
they sound straight out of a movie. Bensman flew all 
over the world tracking down sources for firsthand 
information. 

Corrupt government officials aid the smugglers. For 
example, in Honduras, officials in rural areas of the 
country sell identification papers to smugglers. Mexico 
isn’t likely to deport SIAs because it is difficult to 
secure diplomatic agreements with the home 
countries and the plane tickets are expensive. 

Bensman provides a lengthy list of solutions. What 
people don’t realize is few of Trump’s border 
crackdown measures affected SIAs. These counter-
infiltration projects have languished without any audit 
or evaluation. Implementing this is a priority. We must 
“consider ways to heighten the self-interest so that 

(Continued on page 11) 
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issues lists publicly, only includes Chinese, Central 
Americans and Indians. What people don’t know is 
the numbers of SIAs coming into the country have 
tripled since 2007, thousands per year. A Cato 
Institute study found that they have quadrupled. 

A second prong of this counterterrorism is fighting it 
outside our borders. A significant effort is being made, 
but “The American public knows almost nothing of 
these distant activities.”  

Bensman explains that the reason the focus is on our 
southern border and not our northern border with 
Canada is not due to racism, but due to the simple 
fact it’s much more difficult for terrorists to fly into 
Canada. It’s far easier for them to sneak into Mexico 
or Central America.  

When caught, many are merely deported. It’s hard to 
track SIAs from Somalia and Libya and put them on 
watch lists, because their governments are so chaotic 
many citizens lack birth certificates. Some 
governments refuse to work with the U.S., including 
Sudan, Iran, Syria, Cuba and Venezuela. 

Some SIAs lie to get political asylum. Mohammad 
Ahmad Dhakane from Somalia made up a story about 
how he was persecuted for being a Christian. In 
reality, he was a “senior terrorist group insider, trained 
as a guerrilla fighter in all the usual armaments” who 
had “likely derived the granular details of his bogus 
asylum story from atrocities he himself had 
perpetrated on others.” An FBI agent complained to 
Bensman, “You interview them, run every database 
possible, fingerprints, watch lists, check their 
stories.... Could we be fooled? Of course.” 

(Continued from page 9) 
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these countries might actually want to police their 
foreign consulates and embassies.” He says the U.S. 
should “substantially increase security assistance, 
humanitarian development aid, and training program 
packages to the six key transit countries: Ecuador, 
Brazil, Colombia, Panama, Guatemala, and Mexico” 
in order to coerce them into assisting. Another key 
aspect to resolving the problem is increasing the 
penalties and detention lengths for SIAs. 

Unfortunately, under the Biden administration, things 
are just going to get worse as Democrats reverse 
tough policies. Even if Republican governors refuse to 
accept Syrian war refugees and others, they can still 
go apply for asylum at the border. With the numbers 
of SIAs crossing the border about to increase even 
more, it is a pot of water about to boil over. 

Rachel Alexander is a political consultant (and editor 
and founder of Intellectual Conservative  

    

(Continued from page 10) 

Main Stream Media Ignores Huge Successful Border Effort 
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Equity Destroys Equality, Decency And Common Sense 
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ticipation in a gay wedding would be illegal discrimina-
tion under this legislation. 

The Heritage Foundation summed up the likely effects 
of the Equality Act with the observation that “it actually 
would promote inequality by elevating the ideologies 
of special-interest groups to the level of protected 
groups in civil rights law.” 

Family Research Council President Tony Perkins 
states: “The so-called Equality Act is unfair on many 
fronts. It is an attack on parental rights, women’s 
sports, but to the millions of people of faith in this 
country, it is an egregious attack on the freedom to 
believe and live according to those beliefs. It would 
position the government to lord over churches and 
other faith-based institutions, dictating potentially who 
they hire, how their facilities are used, and even pun-
ishing them for not falling in step with a view of human 
sexuality that directly contradicts orthodox biblical 
teaching.” 

“No institution or person of faith, be it school, church, 
synagogues, mosque, business, or non-profit will es-

(Continued from page 6) 

cape the Orwellian reach of the Equality Act. The Reli-
gious Freedom Restoration Act will be committed to 
the ‘memory hole,’ and we will then experience a cat-
astrophic loss of religious freedom in America, and, as 
a result, every American, those who believe and do 
not believe, will suffer the consequences. I urge the 
American people to speak with great force and clarity 
to Congress to stop H.R. 5, the Inequality Act,”       
Perkins concluded. 
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question of  “if not here, then where”, will we build 
these units? Will we be forced to eventually take ag 
land out of production, or must we start to build ob-
scenely high multi-story units that violate the sacro-
sanct premise in Santa Barbara to never block the 
views of either the hills or the ocean? 

The owners of the San Marcos development, who are 
not members of COLAB, already gave up 90% of their 
land.  Why isn’t that enough?  And, why would people 
part with their cash to come up with $20 million to buy 
the development rights to the property, when there 
are plenty of better uses for this money? 

Finally, the county loves to require mitigation from de-
velopers, but how about requiring mitigation from 
preservationists?   Namely, every time the community 
takes units away from a project by downsizing the 
same, they need to name the time and place those 
lost units will be replaced by a higher-density project 
elsewhere in the immediate vicinity (rather than dump-
ing the same in the Santa Maria Valley or Lompoc!) to 
make up for the lost opportunity costs.    

The community needs leaders to step up on this issue 
with an honest and frank discussion, rather than pre-
tending to be heroes whose real accomplishment is 
merely adding to the woes of the working class who 
can’t afford to live here and the subsequent jobs/
housing imbalance. 

(Continued from page 8) 



 Dear COLAB Members,   

Did you know that lessening the burden of government is a bonafide and legitimate 
function of a charitable endeavor, i.e. a 501c3 tax exempt foundation?  Is that not a 
cause you can believe in and support?  Well, thankfully, COLAB now has its own 
foundation!!! 

COLAB can now raise funds from other foundations, as well as, individuals who don’t 
own their own business!  That means that everyone who contributes to the COLAB 
Foundation can write off their contributions. 

The COLAB Foundation is a public charity formed to procure funding for the Santa 
Barbara County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business (COLAB) and other se-
lect non-profit entities to advance education and science, combat community deterio-
ration and lessen the burden of government. 

Of course, the donations to the COLAB Foundation can only be used to educate the 
public about the work that COLAB and others are doing in our community, but we 
have been educating people all along!  

The COLAB Foundation! 

Donations are tax-deductible as a charitable contribution!  

Please send your contribution to: 

The COLAB Foundation 

PO Box 7523 

Santa Maria, CA 93456 

Or online at: 

http://www.colabsbc.org/COLAB-foundation-form.php 

Donations to the COLAB Foundation are deductible IRC 170 as the foundation 

is an IRS approver 501 C3 charity. 

Our EIN is 81-1088586 

Page 14 Volume 9 Issue 4  COLAB Magazine  

 



Walker Wilson & Hughen, 

CPA’s  
Tax Preparation and Planning, Trusts 

and Estate Planning  

1201 E. Ocean Ave. Lompoc, CA. 

805-736-7534 

A California Wealth Tax Would Do Major Harm  Cont. 

Page 15  Volume 9 Issue 4  COLAB Magazine  

income tax. Those states include Nevada (not a long 
way to go), Texas, Florida and Tennessee. 

Fifth, given California’s well-deserved reputation of 
being anti-business and anti-taxpayer, it would be 
foolish to become the only state that also taxes total 
household wealth. Although other socialist politicians 
— including Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth Warren – 
have embraced the idea, this might be too radical ex-
cept for the most progressive political leaders. 

In fact, Governor Gavin Newsom has stated he would 
oppose such a tax — at least for now. (We remember 
how he equivocated on the split-roll property tax only 
to jump in and back it at the last moment). 

Finally, backers of the wealth tax base their argu-
ments less on the need for more revenue – which 
they cannot justify anyway – but rather the need to 
address wealth “inequality.” They argue that these 
super wealthy individuals have the means and others 
do not and so we need to redistribute the wealth. This 
is precisely the foundation of Marxism. 

Do we really want to go down that road? 

Jon Coupal is president of the Howard Jarvis Taxpay-
ers Association. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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portunity” is former Stockton Mayor Michael Tubbs, whose claim to fame is his program to provide a Universal 
Basic Income—direct payments that recipients can use any way that they choose. Everyone likes extra walking-
around money, but this is no blueprint for long-term economic uplift. 

Those policies, along with other progressive priorities—featuring a host of environmental and slow-growth 
rules—have mainly ramped up the cost of living here to preposterous proportions. Even if a working-class family 
has the best work ethic in the world, it could never afford the tab for a median-priced home in any of California’s 
coastal metropolises. 

As a result, our state has the highest poverty rate in the nation, using the Census Bureau’s cost-of-living-
adjusted model. Californians pay more than people in other parts of the country for virtually everything. Thanks 
in part to our regulations, electric customers pay as much as 80 percent more than the national average, ac-
cording to a new CalMatters report. 

It’s simple math. Government-mandated increases in the costs of the basics—housing, utilities, taxes, food, 
transportation—mean that people must earn more to stay above the poverty line. Excessive labor regulations 
make it harder for businesses to create new jobs. People deserve a chance to make their way in the world, and 
not just tap a larger trove of handouts. 

Maddeningly, populist conservatives haven’t detailed a specific agenda (beyond tariffs, which are basically large 
tax increases on businesses, which drive up prices for consumers), but excuse me for thinking that their policies 
will have unintended consequences, too. 

Obviously, a high cost of living isn’t the only thing that keeps people down. Appalachia remains poor even 
though in my wife’s hometown one can still buy a decent home for less than the cost of a new car. Now that 
everyone seems serious about addressing poverty, it’s time to readjust our thinking—and recognize that hand-
ing people money and giving bureaucrats power isn’t the solution. 

Steven Greenhut,  Resident Senior Fellow and Western Region Director, State Affairs, R Street Institute 

(Continued from page 7) 
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DA Gascón And CDCR Releasing Inmates On Flimsy 
‘COVID’ Medical Requests cont. 
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request is to take many factors into consideration: the nature of the crime; his conduct in prison; whether he 
took educational courses for self-improvement and continuing education; the inmate’s overall attitude based on 
CDCR reports, etc… “But now, if the CDCR requests a COVID release, we are to condone this without evi-
dence?” the source asked rhetorically. “Prosecutors know there’s a lot of BS — they [inmates] can claim any-
thing they want. Judges usually do their own resentencing.” 

“It’s patently offensive to anyone with a brain,” the source said. “CDCR has released thousands of inmates un-
der COVID – this is pure corruption.” 

“It is not in the interest of justice. The truth is a mild afterthought,” the source added. “The Chief Deputy is say-
ing ‘we don’t want you to have access to their medical history,’ when really, they just want these people re-
leased. 

DA Gascón’s office posted this under its resentencing policy: “The District Attorney’s Office is currently in the 
process of establishing a Resentencing Unit that will eventually process and review cases for resentencing con-
sideration pursuant to Penal Code section 1170(d). The Resentencing Unit will prioritize cases for resentencing 
based on governing law, careful review of available data, individual case files, public safety, and policy priorities 
specified by the District Attorney. Additional details concerning the District Attorney’s resentencing policy are 
contained in Special Directive 20-14.” 

On a side note, HIPAA protections were of no concern to the state when Gov. Gavin Newsom ordered contact 
tracing of the law-abiding California citizens who tested positive for COVID. That went on for the better part of a 
year – clearly in violation of HIPAA privacy protections. 

“Katy Grimes, the Editor of the California Globe, is a long-time Investigative Journalist covering the California 
State Capitol, and the co-author of California's War Against Donald Trump: Who Wins? Who Loses? 

(Continued from page 3) 


