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Mayhem And Death In The Name Of Safety                               

By Andy Caldwell 

   California’s free-fall decent into 3rd world hell-hole status continues unabated!  On-

ly in California can a program that is being promoted as “crisis prevention” create a 
bigger crisis than the crisis it is trying to prevent!  What am I talking about?  The pub-
lic safety power shutoff scheme whereby our utility providers shut off power if the cir-
cumstances are ripe for a fire that could be started by their equipment in a red-flag 
wind event.  Never mind the fact that only about 10% of the state’s wildfires are 
sparked by electrical equipment.  Last week’s “safety program” shut-off of power to 2 
million residents resulted in the death of a person whose oxygen supply was cut 
off.  Meanwhile, homes were burning once again in Southern California because 
nothing meaningful is being accomplished to reduce fuel.  

We are in unchartered territory here, or maybe I should coin the term “terror-tory” be-
cause of the nightmare that could ensue.  The geniuses in Sacramento and in pro-
gressive bastions like Santa Barbara believe we are the envy of the world because of 
all the green virtue signaling we do in this little echo chamber known as the Golden 
State.  However, once this tsunami of incompetence and ineptitude hits the fan, we of 
all people will be hanging our heads in shame for a disaster of our own making.  

Make no mistake about it.  Local, state and federal authorities share responsibility for 
this fiasco.  They allowed fuel to build up throughout the region for upwards of 100 
years, including an estimated 147 million dead and dying trees jammed packed into 
10 million acres.  They also jumped on the bandwagon to sue the utilities for the fires, 
ignoring the fact they themselves provided the fuel.   

Meanwhile, by way of a government takeover of the grid called Community Choice 
Energy, politicians have destroyed the utility franchise model, and deconstructed the 
vertical integration of the utilities.  What this means is that the utilities can no longer 
fiscally withstand the risks and costs of enduring another fire season.  That leaves 
ratepayers and taxpayers holding the bag and innocent people paying the price. 

What you have here in CA is a situation driven by ideological zealots.  California has 
the fifth largest economy in the world but we produce no more than 1% of the world’s 
greenhouse gas emissions.  China, India and Pakistan, on the other hand, produce 
some 60% of the greenhouse gases.  The billions of people living in these three 
countries support the construction of coal and nuclear plants with abandon, in order 
to increase their standard of living and power their economies.  Meanwhile, California 

is shutting down nuclear and turning off power because we can’t bring ourselves to 

manage habitat.  

Governor Newsom would have us believe that he is cutting red tape as he has desig-

nated some 35 high-priority forest thinning projects in the state.  However, Newsom 

was forced to admit that in just one of these project areas, the project has been delayed 

due to the requirement to obtain 719 permits!  

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press 



Medicare’s Dirty Little Secret                                 

By Andy Caldwell 
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   Sally Pipes, the CEO of the Pacific Research Insti-

tute, is one of America’s foremost experts on 
Obamacare and single-payer healthcare pro-
posals.  During a recent interview, she outlined the 
fatal flaws of the plans to offer “free” healthcare, which 
depend on taxing Wall Street and employers, the im-
pacts of which will be felt on Main Street, USA. 

The dirty little secret having to do with Medicare is 
that it only pays pennies on the dollar to healthcare 
providers.  Doctors and hospitals make up the differ-
ence by charging private insurers more.  Along these 
same lines, most Medicare patients can’t rely on Med-
icare alone to cover their insurance costs.  They are 
forced to buy supplemental plans from private insur-
ers.  Hence, any proposal that seeks to outlaw private 
insurance means that the current Medicare system 
will then collapse under its own weight, because the 
only thing propping it up is private insurance! 

Another fatal facet of the free healthcare plan comes 
by way of a simple equation.  Unlimited demand plus 
limited supply equals rationing!  Let’s break this down 
to a level that even a socialist can understand.  When 
things are free, people will take all they can get.  They 
become indiscriminate takers.  The problem here is 
that we have a limited number of healthcare provid-
ers.  They can’t possibly see or treat every single per-
son that would demand their services.  It is also a rec-
ipe for abuse, to wit, the people who currently show 
up in a hospital emergency room for the flu, knowing 
they won’t be refused service due to their inability to 
pay.   

“Free” systems eventually have no choice but to ra-
tion.  Of course, socialized healthcare systems around 
the world never admit that they are rationing.  No, in-
stead they inflict indeterminate wait times for appoint-
ments.  In the meantime, some of the patients die, 
and many suffer.  Look no further than America’s 
treatment of our veterans at the hands of the VA hos-
pital system for an example of this abuse.   

With respect to taxing the bejesus out of Wall Street, 
let’s go back to the left’s first campaign against the 
“one-percenters” as they “Occupied Wall Street”.  One 
would be hard-pressed to explain how the Service 
Employees International Union (SEIU) was one of the 
main organizers of the same.  How so?  SEIU is, for 
instance, the largest union representing Santa Barba-
ra County employees.  Those are the same employ-

ees whose pension is dependent upon stock market 
returns, from, you guessed it, Wall Street.   

I am still waiting for a reporter to ask a union leader if 
they are willing to give up their Cadillac healthcare 
plan, while supporting a 70-90% tax on the invest-
ments that will fund their pension, in order to replace 
their plan with an inferior government healthcare 
plan?  Can you imagine what that would do to the tril-
lion dollar public employee pension shortfall that ex-
ists right now? 

How is it that anyone believes we can tax ourselves 
into prosperity?  Taxation has the opposite effect of 
the multiplier effect on our economy.  What’s worse, 
this level of taxation will lead to capital flight from 
America.  

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press  



Federal Government Endangered Species Act Revisions 
Means More Water To Central Valley Growers    
By Katy Grimes 

The Bureau of Reclamation and California Depart-
ment of Water Resources were operating under a bio-
logical opinion Fish and Wildlife issued on December 
15, 2008 under the Obama administration, and a BiOp 
National Marine Fisheries Service issued on June 4, 
2009, for long-term operation of the Central Valley 
Project and State Water Project. This was updated. 

On August 2, 2016, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
and the California Department of Water Resources, 
requested the reinitiation of Endangered Species Act 
consultation on the coordinated long-term operation of 
the Central Valley Project and State Water Project. 

In October 2018, President Trump signed a memoran-
dum on “Promoting the Reliable Supply and Delivery 
of Water in the West” which included guidance and 
direction on the process. (DOI news release) In the 
President’s memorandum, he says “Decades of unco-
ordinated, piecemeal regulatory actions have dimin-
ished the ability of our Federal infrastructure, howev-
er, to deliver water and power in an efficient, cost‑ef-
fective way,” also warning that unless addressed right 
now, “fragmented policies and fragmented regulation 
of water infrastructure will continue to produce ineffi-
ciencies, unnecessary burdens, and conflict among 

(Continued on page 17) 
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   Overturning Obama-era regulations allows 

economic analyses as well as species  

consideration 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service recently updated 
the Endangered Species Act, which will result in 
bringing much needed water to agriculture and grow-
ers in California’s Central Valley. 

Under President Donald Trump’s administration, radi-
cal Environmental Protection Act regulations have 
been thoroughly reviewed, relaxed, and some over-
turned. 

Previous rules were written to protect hundreds of 
species “judged to be under pressure,” rather than 
actually threatened. And non-indigenous species like 
the Delta Smelt will no longer take immediate priority 
over water delivery to humans and agriculture. 

The changes will also allow the Department of the In-
terior to review and publish the economic impacts of 
whether to list a species as endangered or threat-
ened. And they will serve to bring balance and provide 
protection for endangered species and the businesses 
on federal and private land. The goal is to allows local 
economies to thrive while protecting endangered spe-
cies. 

Headlines threatened, Endangered Species Act: 
Trump administration seeks to limit protections. 

Notably, as this process was underway, the Legisla-
ture and Gov. Gavin Newsom took their own shot over 
Trump’s bow with  Senate Bill 1, the California Envi-
ronmental, Public Health, and Workers Defense Act of 
2019. “This bill establishes specified minimum federal 
environmental, public health, and labor standards as 
state baselines in the event the Congress or President 
repeals or weakens corresponding federal standards, 
and prohibits the corresponding California standards 
from falling below those baselines. In the event that 
new federal standards fall below the baseline, this bill 
allows private citizens to enforce state standards,” bill 
analysis says. 

What the bill would really do is send billions of gallons 
of water out to the Pacific Ocean ostensibly to save 
more fish, while farmers and ranchers were starved 
for water, even in maximum rainfall years. 



Our Sue Happy Supervisors        

 By Andy Caldwell 

Barbara and the Meyers/Nave law firm for up to $1.5 
million.  “The primary purpose of the contract is for 
Meyers/Nave to provide needed legal advice and rep-
resentation in defending against tort and real property 
claims and litigation arising from the Thomas Fire and 
resulting debris flow. A major part of that litigation is 
an attempt by Southern California Edison to shift bil-
lions of dollars of SCE’s potential liability to the Coun-
ty, the Flood Control and Water Conservation District, 
and other public entities.”  

What does all this mean?  The county wants to hold 
the utilities accountable, by way of lawsuits and regu-
lations, when they keep the power on and when they 
turn the power off!  Meanwhile, these politicians are 
doing everything within their power to escape their 
own culpability and liability arising from fires, debris 
flows and the subsequent power shutoff scenarios. 

Meanwhile, on the same Oct. 15 agenda, Supervisor 
Hartman proposed a resolution to ensure oil opera-
tions cannot be initiated in the Los Padres For-
est.  Yet, if such operations were to occur, it would 
necessitate the construction of roads that serve as 
fuel breaks and access for firefighters into the forest.  

While the three South County supervisors were pontif-
icating against the use of petroleum products in their 
echo chamber, outside on the asphalt (asphalt is 
made from oil you know!) parking lot, county employ-
ees were participating in a health benefits fair which 
included munchies and massages.  Ironically, the 
health fair was powered by a gasoline generator that 
was belching out fumes galore!  

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press 
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   The old saying “what goes around, comes around” 

should be the new county motto!  That is, our county 
board of supervisors has done virtually nothing to pre-
vent forest fires by way of reducing fuel loads or creat-
ing adequate buffers between the urban and wildland 
interface.  Moreover, they have not maximized the 
ability of our streams, creeks and culverts to convey 
storm flows.  Neither have they built large enough ba-
sins to capture debris flows.  Nevertheless, the county 
has jumped on the bandwagon to sue utilities for their 
culpability as it pertains to wildfires and the debris 
flow. 

Adding insult to injury, the supervisors and other local 
entities, including the cities of Goleta and Santa Bar-
bara, have helped to put our state utilities in a bind 
financially by destroying their franchise model and 
vertical integration as it pertains to power generation 
and delivery services.  This has resulted in a new 
business model whereby our state’s major utilities will 
no longer be power generators as much as they will 
simply deliver power. 

Well, because the State of CA doesn’t allow clear cut-
ting vegetation that can trigger a fire when it comes 
into contact with power lines, the utilities have deter-
mined they have no choice but to shut off power when 
red flag conditions manifest.  This has left our commu-
nities and our residents vulnerable to hardship and 
potentially deadly situations. 

In light of all of the above, what do County Supervi-
sors Joan Hartman, Greg Hart and Das Williams 
do?  They lawyer up!  The following two paragraphs, 
which were part of the supervisors agenda on Oct. 15, 
are direct quotes pertaining to the untenable position 
the county board of supervisors find themselves in: 

“The Board of Supervisors received presentations 
from County staff, Pacific Gas & Electric (“PG&E”), 
and Southern California Edison (“SCE”) regarding 
electric power line de-energization events, also re-
ferred to as “Public Safety Power Shutoffs.” The 
Board expressed concerns about PG&E and SCE 
meeting their responsibilities for adequate notifica-
tions and mitigation measures during electric power 
line de-energization events as they plan to seek regu-
lations to deal with the same. 

The Board also executed subsequent agreements for 
professional services between the County of Santa 



The Tragedy Of Vaccine Injuries                           

By Andy Caldwell 

the subject of vaccines along with the subject of di-
minishing herd immunity, with people on both sides of 
the debate.  Herd immunity, by the way, posits that 
society risks disease outbreaks if too many parents 
avoid having their children immunized as a percent-
age of the at-large population.   

Well, I am here to tell you the left can’t have it both 
ways.  They can’t demand the right to kill a child, via 
full term abortion with the chant “my body, my choice”, 
while denying the same right of mothers to protect the 
life and well-being of their child, i.e., “my child, my 
choice”.  Neither can they protect the squalid home-
less camps (homelessness is not a crime they say) 
that are producing diseases we haven’t seen since 
the middle ages including typhus, leprosy and the 
plague!  That is, if homelessness, despite subsequent 
disease outbreaks, is not a crime, then protecting the 
life and well-being of children shouldn’t be considered 
a crime either.  

I believe our government somehow considers the 
prevalence of vaccine injuries as an acceptable risk 
and cost in comparison to the disease outbreaks of 
having no vaccines.  Whereas in other areas of expo-
sure, no risk whatsoever is tolerated with respect to 
many other products and drugs, including for exam-
ple, the risks and subsequent liability associated with 
tobacco and now vaping.  Second, the combination of 
the profits involved in the manufacture of vaccines 
combined with the no-fault litigation payout paradigm 
means that the drug manufacturers actually avoid risk 
by ignoring the issue.  Finally, nanny state-minded 
politicians and the bureaucrats at the CDC are simply 
out of control!  They recommend upwards of 69 doses 
of 16 different vaccines, not all of which are medically 
necessary.  They do so out of a so-called abundance 
of caution.  However, instead, society should be rais-
ing caution flags in light of the demonstrated potential 
for harm! 

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press  
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    The California legislature has virtually eliminated 

medical exemptions for mandatory vaccine sched-
ules.  Subsequently, I met with a group of women, 
including three registered nurses and the daughter of 
a physician, all of whom have suffered vaccine inju-
ries, either directly themselves or by way of their chil-
dren.  Their pain and sorrow was heartbreaking. 

Unfortunately, our government and the medical estab-
lishment has been trying to delegitimize the pain of 
people who have suffered irreversible trauma and in-
jury as a result of negative reactions to vaccines, de-
spite the fact that the federal vaccine injury court has 
paid out over $4 billion!   In light of the fact that people 
can and do react negatively to vaccines, it makes one 
wonder why politicians would undermine the doctor/
patient relationship by going after the physicians who 
prescribe the exemption?  Why force parents, who 
already have a vaccine-injured child, to subject the 
rest of their kids to similar injuries based on their 
shared genetic predisposition?  

Our oldest daughter was borne with severe aller-
gies.  To this day, she never has been cleared to re-
ceive the Measles, Mumps, Rubella vaccine.  Yet, 
doctors do not bother to routinely test  children for al-
lergies before they administer vaccines.  Why is that? 

Katy Grimes, the editor of The California Globe, cov-
ered the protests of mothers and children in Sacra-
mento when the state legislature ram-rodded this bill 
through to the Governor’s desk.  She met the mothers 
of vaccine-injured children and couldn’t believe how 
callous our politicians were with respect to the pain 
these families have had to endure.  In a nutshell, a 
significant number of these mothers had children who 
were vaccine-injured and, therefore, due to genetic 
concerns, they want an exemption option to protect 
the rest of their family.  Instead, these concerned 
mothers were ignored, insulted and marginalized. 

I have done more than a dozen radio interviews on 



Split Roll Can’t Fix What Ails California                        

By  Jon Coupal 

businesses that lease space in a strip mall would see 
their operating costs jump sharply as a result of tax 
increases passed. The cost of living, already high in 
California, would be pushed even higher by this tax 
increase. 

Perhaps the biggest misrepresentation perpetrated by 
proponents of the initiative is that it just hurts business 
owners. But any notion that split roll just hits 
businesses is foolish. When business costs go up, so 
do the prices consumers pay for goods and services. 
The “split roll” would would accelerate business flight 
out of California. 

Another lie about this measure is the claim that the split 
roll initiative merely closes a “loophole” in Prop. 13. 
Proponents maintain that voters never intended Prop. 
13 to apply to commercial property. But this is 
demonstrably false as California has had a single or 
“unified” roll, treating all property the same, since the 
1800’s. Prop. 13 didn’t change that. 

For homeowners, the biggest threat of the split roll 
measure is that many proponents have openly 
conceded that it is only the first step in the complete 
destruction of Prop. 13. If this latest initiative is 
successful, the tax-and-spend interests are sure to go 
after homes next. 

Taxes are already too high in California. Until state 
lawmakers get their overspending problem under 
control, Californians are at risk of losing their savings, 
their jobs and their homes to higher taxes.  

Jon Coupal is president of the Howard Jarvis 
Taxpayers Association. 

Page 6  Volume 7  Issue 11  COLAB Magazine  

   After several fits and starts, the battle over the 

defense of Proposition 13 began in earnest last week 
as progressive interest groups began gathering 
signatures for their new and hardly improved ballot 
measure to impose a multi-billion dollar “split roll” 
property tax on Californians. These same tax-and-
spend interests had already qualified a previous 
version of their initiative for the 2020 ballot until they 
realized that it was full of drafting errors and were 
forced to try to replace it. 

The proponents’ revised measure is no improvement 
and still represents the largest tax increase in the 
history of California. But that’s not what they will tell 
voters as they seek more than one million signatures to 
qualify the initiative. Indeed, their deception began 
immediately as their signature gatherers are already 
telling people that the property tax increase actually 
protects Prop. 13. But nothing could be further from the 
truth. 

It is important for voters to understand the proposal. 
Here are the basics and why they should fear it. “Split 
roll” is a shorthand term for proposed changes to Prop. 
13 that would allow higher property taxes on 
businesses than on homeowners. The “roll” is the 
county assessor’s property tax roll, the list of all real 
estate parcels that are subject to property taxes. “Split” 
refers to a division into two parts: residential and 
nonresidential property. 

Under Prop. 13, which became part of the state 
constitution when voters approved it in 1978, all 
property in California is assessed under the same rules 
and taxed at the same rate. The tax rate is 1 percent, 
and the assessment is set at the property’s fair market 
value, usually the sale price, at the time it changes 
ownership. Thereafter, Prop. 13 limits increases in the 
assessed value to 2 percent per year or the rate of 
inflation, whichever is lower, until the property changes 
ownership again. 

The initiative would revoke Prop. 13’s protection from 
nonresidential business and commercial property and 
require the reassessment of those properties to current 
market value. This would result in a tax increase on 
office buildings, retail stores, shopping malls, movie 
theaters, gas stations, supermarkets, warehouses, 
auto dealerships, car washes, restaurants, hotels and 
every other business in the state. Even very small 
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   The Santa Barbara Technology and Industry Asso-

ciation featured a debate between the Community En-
vironmental Council versus COLAB (yours truly) and 
James Taylor of the Heartland Institute on the subject 
of climate change.  Here is my contribution to the dis-
cussion: 

I am not a climate change denier.  The only thing the 
climate does is change.  That is, the climate has nev-
er “flat-lined” representing a constant and consistent 
temperature gradient over time without variation.  No, 
the climate record reflects one very long (measured in 
eons) oscillation between extreme cold (ice ages) and 
corresponding warmer temperatures.  Truth be told, 
global warming is truly a god-send.  It is the next ice 
age that presents an existential threat to mankind and 
nature.  Moreover, today’s climate change computer 
models can’t explain these past extreme temperature 
variations, therefore, there is no confidence they can 
predict the future. 

Economically, green energy, namely wind and solar, 
are not viable energy sources sans mandates, subsi-
dies, tax breaks and hidden fees passed onto con-
sumers.  That is, with respect to a cost benefit analy-
sis, they can’t compete with nuclear, oil and gas, coal, 
or hydroelectric.   These technologies cannot produce 
base load, that is, an energy supply which produces 
24/7/365.  They are intermittent at best and there is 
no way to control or store the power long term.  Due 
to this inability to store or modulate the power from 
either wind or solar, California finds it necessary to 
pay the state of Arizona to take our excess solar.   

These are just a few of the reasons our energy prices 
in California, at the pump and at the thermostat, are 
50% higher than the rest of the nation.  These costs 
have a disparate impact on poor people and busi-
nesses. 

Another huge problem?  No one can rely on wind and 
solar in the dead of winter in places like Wiscon-
sin.  That is, solar won’t work when panels are cov-
ered in ice and/or buried in snow, neither will wind tur-
bines work in extreme cold because their parts freeze 
up!  Insult to injury?  During severe wind events, wind 
turbines have to be shut down, because their rotors 
are not built to withstand high winds! 

With respect to the value of the energy produced by 
wind and solar, it is inferior to our traditional sources 

for a variety of reasons, including ecological con-
cerns.  Namely, wind and solar take up inordinate 
amounts of land, magnitudes of order beyond all other 
sources.  This has an impact on land available for oth-
er purposes including growing food, maintaining open 
space, preserving habitat and building affordable 
housing.   

Additionally, wind and solar slaughter birds and bats 
on a daily basis and on a massive scale.  With respect 
to the cradle-to-grave ecological impacts of the same, 
wind turbine structures must be made from steel and 
anchored in concrete, which involves mining raw ma-
terials and manufacturing the same in a very carbon-
energy intensive process.  With regard to solar pan-
els, they contain precious minerals that become haz-
ardous waste after a relatively short life span.  That is, 
whereas, the sun and wind are renewable, wind tur-
bines and solar panels are not! 

Let’s not forget that India, Pakistan and China are pro-
ducing 60% of greenhouse gas emissions because 
they care about their people!  California’s virtue sig-
naling therefore, won’t accomplish a thing, as we rep-
resent only 1% of the world’s emissions.   

Finally, a Sierra Club representative asked me how I 
can live with myself in view of my perspective on this 
subject.  Well, the truth is oppositive.  Billions of peo-
ple are suffering and dying prematurely today as a 
result of food and energy insecurity while dumb, fat, 
and happy chicken little activists bloviate about hypo-
thetical risks 40 years into a future they won’t live to 
see. 

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press 

The Future They Will Never See                         

By Andy Caldwell  
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The Devil’s Seed                                       

By Andy Caldwell  

 

Believe me when I say, it is not that I have never 
thought of these things and this 
perspective.  Nevertheless, I was stunned.  Hearing 
her voice, seeing her face, and witnessing the pain of 
a person of someone who barely escaped death in 
the womb (her mother did seek an abortion on two 
different occasions), moved me from bleak concept to 
stark reality.  It was nothing less than astonishing. 

Perhaps all that gets to the heart of the real 
problem.  Think about that word, heart, for a 
moment.  Rather, I should say, think with your 
heart.  These children have never had much of any 
voice.  Moreover, society, being well aware that a 
picture is worth a thousand words, makes sure you 
never see a picture of their remains after they have 
been dissected and violently sucked out of a womb, 
piece by piece.  Unless, of course, they have been 
delicately removed from the womb so that their 
organs can be sold by the likes of Planned 
Parenthood.  

Finally, Rebecca shared a startling 
statistic.  According to research by Dr. David 
Reardon, director of the Eliot Institute, most women 
who become pregnant out of sexual assault do not 
want an abortion and are in fact worse off after an 
abortion.  Hum, never heard that before either.  

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press 
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   I have conducted some 10,000 interviews over the 

course of my career as a radio talk show host.  I can 
count on one hand the number of interviews that 
stand out as the most chilling and raw, and one in 
particular that stunned me completely.  That is, I 
seriously doubt I will ever conduct another interview 
like the one that occurred this past month.   

A woman walked into my studio and with blunt force 
trauma, asked me, why society steadfastly believes 
she should never have been born?  Why was the 
value of her life to be determined by the 
circumstances by which she was conceived?  And, 
finally, how on earth could a pastor, of all people, refer 
to people like her, as the devil’s seed? 

The woman sitting in front of the studio microphone 
was, you see, the child of a serial rapist who raped 
and impregnated her mother at knife point.  She was 
the person society sloughs off as they specifically and 
uniformly countenance any and all abortions in the 
instance of either rape or incest.  Beneath this 
sentiment is the logic that a woman should not be 
subject to the trauma of a rape in addition to the 
burden of carrying the rapist’s baby to term, along 
with the fear that nothing worth saving, in the form of 
a human being, can possibly be the result of such 
circumstances.  And, truth be told (thank you pastor 
for this gem), children of rape and incest are doomed 
from the beginning via the DNA derived from that 
particular demonic gene pool, with respect to their fate 
in life and the inherent value and worth of their 
character. 

So, how would you respond to this woman, who was 
never to have a name?  Would you have the temerity 
to tell her, as others have to her face, that if her life 
had been terminated in the womb, what difference 
would it have made, because she never would have 
“known the difference” anyway?  And, finally, what 
would you say to her statement of faith, that God was 
her real creator and father, not the serial rapist sperm 
donor, and that, thankfully, God intended her and 
others in similar situations to live? 

Well, Rebecca Kiessling does have a name and she 
has a life.  She became an attorney.  She adopted 
children.  And, she is on a mission, living her life as a 
testimony and reminder of something society would 
rather not face, consider, or hear. 



The Ethical Rot Beneath Political Acrimony                                      

By Andy Caldwell 

The good news?  The county is in the process of 
creating a commission to redraw county supervisorial 
district boundaries.  Santa Barbara County voters 
approved Measure G at the November 2018 
Statewide General Election.  Measure G establishes 
an eleven person Redistricting Commission to adjust 
the boundaries of the supervisorial districts through an 
open and transparent process in accordance with 
federal and state criteria.  They are looking for 
volunteers!  I can’t tell you how important this is! 

The application to become a member of the County’s 
Independent Redistricting Commission will be 
available online and will be advertised through the 
Clerk of the Board’s office, in local print media and 
posted through the County’s website at 
www.countyofsb.org.  Please be on the lookout and 
do consider volunteering for this very important civic 
duty.  

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press 
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    America is being torn apart by partisan acrimony, 

due in part, to how political district boundary lines are 
drawn which serve to create “safe” districts that are 
politically imbalanced.  That is, voters do not choose 
their representatives, rather, politicians choose their 
voters by way of drawing the boundaries of the district 
they represent so that the “right” voters are in their 
district!   This not only insures reelection, it also 
means the politicians don’t have to respond or respect 
the remnant of voters within their district who are not 
of their political persuasion.   

Generally speaking, there has been a significant 
improvement to this situation in CA as a result of the 
establishment of a citizen’s commission which now 
draws the boundaries for state and federal 
elections.  Thankfully, change may be on the way 
here locally with respect to how the supervisor district 
boundaries are delineated. 

Previously, county supervisors have ensured that 
district boundaries that are drawn after the census will 
include Isla Vista as part of the third district that now 
runs from IV all the way to Guadalupe!   

The boundaries were drawn this way because IV 
votes upwards of 90% for all things progressive and 
that is an understatement.  Four years ago, they voted 
90-10 in favor of Bernie over Hillary!  Placing IV with 
the north county serves to dilute the votes throughout 
the rest of the region.  And, due to the fact that the 3rd 
district is the “swing” district between the North and 
South county, well, that means that both IV and the 
North County both get disenfranchised as a 
result!  How so? 

There are rules and guidelines that declare that one of 
the goals of redistricting is to enhance the political 
power of communities and neighborhoods.  Well, it 
goes without saying that the residents of IV have 
more in common, in terms of interests and needs, with 
other college students at City College and Westmont, 
than they do with the residents of Guadalupe and the 
Santa Ynez Valley.  One such concern is the 
availability of rental housing and public 
transportation.  The same holds true for all the other 
neighborhoods and communities throughout the 
county.  They need to be grouped with like-minded 
people to enhance their power and make their voice 
heard. 
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   The difference between heroes and zeroes is their 

willingness to suffer loss due to the conviction of their 
values and beliefs.  That is, talk is cheap, albeit, in 
this age of virtue signaling, cheap talk can actually 
help the bottom line!  Case in point?  Actors, musi-
cians, and sports figures in America who denigrate 
our country, president, and history, while successfully 
promoting themselves among their fellow virtue sig-
nalers.   

The poster child for this phenomenon is Colin Kaeper-
nick, the washed up NFL quarterback who leveraged 
his protest against cops in America (he asserted that 
cops are getting away with murder in America) into a 
lucrative contract with Nike.  Colin’s cheap “virtue” 
signaling disrespect for America was manifest by his 
kneeling for our national anthem.  Of course, this pro-
test has accomplished absolutely nothing to stem the 
real violence in our inner cities, which involves black 
kids killing other black kids.  

Whereas, the NFL has lost a number of fans over this 
row, including yours truly, the NBA has now set the 
new low when it comes to a perverse sort of pander-
ing for profit.  Like many other businesses in America, 
the NBA wants to secure market share in China.  That 
would be the same China that is trying to squash a 
massive protest demonstration in Hong Kong by mil-
lions of residents who don’t want to lose their freedom 
to the most murderous and repressive regime in mod-
ern history.   

So what happened is this.  Houston Rockets General 
Manager, Daryl Morey, tweeted out “Fight for Free-
dom.  Stand for Hong Kong”.  These simple words 
created an immediate backlash against the NBA, in-
cluding the cancellation of sponsorships and games 
by the Chinese government.  The NBA’s Chinese lan-
guage response to the tweet said the league was 
“extremely disappointed by the inappropriate com-
ment” made by Morey.  China for its part stated “We 
believe that no comments challenging national sover-
eignty and social stability fall within the scope of free-
dom of expressions”.  Please read that last sentence 
again! 

This same sentiment has been used to justify the mur-
der of over one-hundred million people in countries 
like China and Russia.  That is, the totalitarian quest 

China Slam Dunks The NBA!                    

By Andy Caldwell 

for “national sovereignty and social stability” justifies 
suppression, oppression and purges, against those 
people who refuse to give up their unalienable right to 
life and liberty, not to mention free speech. 

But wait, there is more!  In Philadelphia, that of consti-
tutional convention fame, two NBA fans were ejected 
from a game because they held up small signs which 
read “Free Hong Kong”.  Funny, isn’t it, that when 
players and fans shouted things like “Black Lives Mat-
ter” in arenas throughout the United States, it was 
considered a celebration of the freedom of speech 
and standing up for the rights of the oppressed, but 
now that the virtue signaling is costing both the league 
and its players money, well, that is a different sto-
ry.  Perhaps this is because Chinese lives don’t mat-
ter? 

Finally, the NBA’s Portland Trail Blazers just canceled 
a contract with an Oregon-based rifle scope manufac-
turer, Leupold and Stevens.  The contract had to do 
with the promotion of the Hometown Heroes Program 
which honored the brave men and women of our na-
tion’s armed forces, first responders, and other every-
day heroes who put service before self.  As it turns 
out, the Portland Democratic Socialists of America 
had launched a protest against the company because 
it supplies scopes to the Israeli Army.  You see, some 
blithering idiots here in America believe that Israel 
should yield its sovereignty to the Palestinian authority 
which does not recognize Israel’s right to exist.  Lost 
on these near-sighted virtue signalers is this, if Islam 
is a religion of peace, how do you explain the endless 
wars in the Middle East? 
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   Liberal politicians are shocked — shocked, I tell 

you — to find gambling going on in a gambling house, 
or to find that lobbying is going on in the United States 
Capitol. “The rich and the powerful have been calling 
the shots in Washington forever and ever,” said presi-
dential candidate Elizabeth Warren. She’s proposed 
an “anti-corruption” package that would impose as 
much as a 75% tax rate on corporations that spend 
millions on lobbying. 

Railing against corporate lobbyists is common sport 
among populists. It’s easy to understand the tenden-
cy. Whenever I go to the state Capitol, I see lobbyists, 
huddled in the lobbies outside the hearing rooms, 
wearing stylish suits and following the fate of bills that 
were crafted by their attorneys and presumably 
pitched to lawmakers over cigars on a Sacramento 
steakhouse patio. 

In reality, lobbying is just part of the ugly sausage-
making process. It’s no sleazier than the process of 
running for election or the insider game that takes 
place in the bowels of some regulatory agency, where 
bureaucrats — presumably wearing less fashionable 
attire — craft rules that govern how we live. The real 
problem is that government is so massive and power-
ful that it forces companies to defend themselves and 
also attracts favor seekers. 

For all their harrumphing about the evils of corporate 
influence-peddling, left-wing demagogues such as 
Warren are amazingly — perhaps willfully — blind to 
the biggest influence-seekers in state and federal cap-
itols. I’m referring to government agencies. “The mon-
ey spent on lobbying by government agencies — cit-
ies, counties, school districts, water agencies, even 
rent control boards across the Golden State — con-
sistently ranks at or near the top of the heap,” accord-
ing to a KQED report. 

It’s a big problem at the local level, too. The League of 
California Cities, one of those powerful Sacramento-
based government interest groups that spends big on 
statehouse lobbying, held a training academy at a re-
cent conference in Long Beach. 

One of its sessions taught local government officials 
how to “generate critical revenues to address city 
needs” by “carrying out a local ballot measure cam-

paign.” The program encouraged cities to launch 
these campaigns — and provided detailed information 
on how to craft the ballot measures, conduct polling 
and create the right messaging. For instance, it taught 
them to pitch these measures as a way to protect 
public services rather than as tax hikes. 

(Continued on page 16) 



Newsom Make The Case For His Own Recall      

By Andy Caldwell 

transportation investments near housing, and on man-
aging congestion through innovative strategies that 
encourage alternatives to driving.” 

The translation and truth about the so-called transpor-
tation portfolio?  The legislature approved a multi-
billion dollar gas tax a couple of years ago, without a 
vote of the people.  Citizens attempted to eliminate 
the tax via a ballot initiative in 2018.  Unfortunately, 
low information voters bought into the lies that repeal-
ing the tax would endanger public safety and they 
failed to repeal the tax.  Well, what this new directive 
means is that Gavin Newsom, sans the vote of either 
the electorate or the legislature, has decided to steal 
some of this money, which was guaranteed to be 
used to repair roads and bridges, in an attempt to 
force people out of their cars and into public transpor-
tation!  
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  Governor Newsom is adding fuel to the fire as it 

pertains to the popularity of the recall initiative target-
ing him as he recently released press releases deal-
ing with some executive orders that are very troubling 
to say the least. 

The first directive has to do with so-called “state in-
vestments”.  This part of the press release reads as 
follows: “California has an investment portfolio of over 
$700 billion through CalPERS, CalSTRs, and the Uni-
versity of California Retirement System. As the state 
transitions to a carbon-neutral economy, and as other 
states and countries increasingly adopt ambitious cli-
mate policy, the state’s investments must align with 
the reality of this major market shift. The Governor’s 
executive order directs the Department of Finance to 
create a Climate Investment Framework to measure 
and manage climate risk across the state’s investment 
portfolio, with the goal of driving investment toward 
carbon-neutral and climate resilient technologies. The 
Framework will provide a time line and criteria to shift 
investments to companies and industry sectors that 
have greater growth potential based on their focus of 
adapting to and mitigating the impacts of climate 
change, including investments in carbon-neutral, car-
bon-negative and clean energy technologies.” 

The translation and the truth about these so-called 
“state investments”?  These pension funds are per-
forming so poorly right now that they are only one sig-
nificant economic downturn away from the state and 
local governments being forced to declare bankrupt-
cy.  How bad is it?  Stanford has published a study 
detailing the fact that government employee pension 
funds in this state have a shortfall of over one trillion 
dollars!  There is no plan on how to catch up on these 
obligations and the debt they represent.  Governor 
Newsom’s plan here is to shift the investments from 
the highest performing stocks and bonds to politically 
correct investments, which, by the way, are notorious 
for poor investment returns. 

The second part of Gov. Newsom’s directive has to do 
with gas tax money.  “The California State Transporta-
tion Agency (CalSTA) is directed to invest its annual 
portfolio of $5 billion toward construction, operations 
and maintenance to help reverse the trend of in-
creased fuel consumption and reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions associated with the transportation sec-
tor.  Specifically, the Governor is ordering a focus for 



Home Is Where The Homeless Are         
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   Ben Carson’s ultimate claim to fame is his world-

renowned prowess as a brain surgeon.  Gavin New-
som, on the other hand, reminds me of the scarecrow 
from the Wizard of Oz, the one of “if I only had a 
brain” fame!  To wit, Dr. Carson, in his capacity as the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, sent a 
letter to Governor Newsom and other state leaders 
about California’s homeless problems that featured no
-brainer data and analysis of our unique prob-
lems.  The occasion for Secretary Carson’s letter was 
a request from CA for more federal money to “fight 
homelessness” in the state.  Here are some featured 
direct quotes from Sec. Carson’s letter: 

“Almost half of all unsheltered homeless people in the 
United States are in California, a level about four 
times as high as California’s share of the overall US 
population.  Los Angeles, alone, is home to 19% of 
the nation’s unsheltered homeless.  There are nearly 
six times as many single adults living on the streets of 
CA as there are emergency beds targeted to them, 
the highest such rate in the country.” 

“Your letter seeks more federal dollars for California 
from hardworking American taxpayers but fails to ad-
mit that your state and local policies have played a 
major role in creating the current crisis.  California’s 
unsheltered homeless population has skyrocketed as 
a result of the state’s overregulated housing market, 
its inefficient allocation of resources, and its policies 
that have weakened law enforcement.”  

“Higher housing costs in CA have pushed the average 
HUD subsidy per voucher tenant in CA 38% higher 
than the nation average.  A Council of Economic Advi-
sors Report estimates that homelessness would fall 

by 54% in San Francisco and by 40% in Los Angeles 
as a result of substantial regulatory reform.” 

“Compounding the homeless crisis, California has un-
dercut the ability of law enforcement officers to en-
force quality of life laws, remove encampments, and 
connect our most vulnerable populations with the sup-
port services they need to get off the streets.” 

“California must also address mental health.   Califor-
nia has since 1995 divested itself of nearly 30% of its 
acute psychiatric hospital beds which limits Califor-
nia’s ability to place the mentally ill into these dwin-
dling facilities.”  California has not applied to receive 
additional federal funding to create new demonstra-
tion projects for acute care psychiatric hospitals or 
residential treatment settings. 

“Further, illegal and inadmissible aliens are increasing 
housing demand and draining resources.  Instead of 
protecting the most vulnerable Americans from the 
economic impacts of illegal immigration, California 
has doubled down on sanctuary state and city policies 
and provided benefits to illegal and inadmissible al-
iens.  These policies strain precious resources and 
reduce housing options for American citizens, espe-
cially the needy and most likely to become homeless.”  

 

“California needs to address the obvious local issues 
within its control to help address this catastro-
phe.  When California has shown that it is willing to 
make hard and thoughtful choices to  address these 
issues, the Trump administration stands ready to sup-
port its efforts.”  
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Stop Whining! Energy Is A Privilege… 

By Joe Armendariz 
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   As I sit here in my home office writing this piece, the 

least expensive gas in the area is available at the 
COSTCO on Bradley. The price is $3.95 for regular 
unleaded. In Santa Barbara, the lowest price is $3.99 
at Conserve fuel on La Cumbre Road.  

Not surprisingly, gas prices in California are the high-
est in the country. The lowest gas prices, according to 
the map below, are in Texas, Kansas, Missouri, Loui-
siana, Alabama, Tennessee, North Carolina, as well 
as in Virginia…in these states average gas prices are 
between $1.75 and $1.95 per gallon.  

The yellow on the map represents gas prices over 
$3.56 per-gallon, and the purple represents gas prices 
between $1.71 and $1.94. 

Our political masters in California require we pay gas 
prices that are two and almost three times higher than 
in the rest of the country because California is, well, a 
better place to live. And because we are, well, just 
better people. Sure we pay higher gas taxes and im-
pose more elaborate rules and regulations on our oil 
and gas producers, refineries, and service stations 
than anywhere else, but it’s because we are just bet-
ter human beings than exist everywhere else in the 
country. So just shut up and stop complaining.  

Be grateful that our rulers are such an enlightened 
class of political elites who know more about pretty 
much everything…they certainly know more than you 
and I know, and also more than the politicians in all of 
the other states. In California we are trendsetters and 
example-setters...we are, um, leaders.  

And stop complaining about these Edison, and PG&E 
power shutoffs already. I can’t even go on Facebook 
without reading posts about people losing their elec-
tricity as if it were some sort of human right. It's not a 
right; it's a privilege. Indeed, power in California is an 
unfair blessing bestowed on us by our benevolent po-
litical rulers. And now they've decided to end this 
blessing. Get over it! 

Right now, 3 billion human beings on our planet lack 
electricity. What makes us so important that we 
should be allowed to power our refrigerators, TV’s, 
laptops, iPhone, stoves, ovens, or the AC or furnace 
with impunity? We must trust our political leaders who 
have told us this level of personal inconvenience is 

necessary to save the planet for the children.  

Never mind the fact it is the children who are the most 
demanding when it comes to every modern conven-
ience known to man; consider it tough love. A spoonful 
of medicine, an ounce of prevention... 

After all, if you stop and think about it, shutting down 
oil production in California is the right thing to do so 
that we make sure gas prices don't go down and are 
never low enough again that it becomes an incentive 
to drive more. That would be an environmental and 
ecological disaster. 

(Continued on page 15) 
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And whatever we do let's be sure not to allow our energy 
producers in California to provide us reliable, abundant 
and affordable fossil fuels and nuclear power…that will 
serve as encouragement to over-consume, and overpro-
duce which would only accelerate the end of the world. 
Doing so would be penny-wise, and pound foolish.  

Think about it, the last thing we want is for California’s 
superior breed of politicians to end up like those political 
Neanderthals in New Mexico. And I’m not talking about 
that state’s Republicans; I’m referring to New Mexico’s 
Democrat Governor and Democrat-controlled State Leg-
islature.  

Politicians in the Land of Enchantment are so backward 
in their thinking that they are approving oil and gas pro-
duction like there’s many tomorrows. And they’ve seen in
-state oil and gas production increase between 1981 and 
today, from 200,000 barrels a day to just shy of 
1,000,000 barrels a day.  

Oh, and guess what those rascals are doing with the 
hundreds of millions in revenues from that increased oil 
and gas production, besides empowering their lives? 
They are offering free two and 4-year college educations 
to every resident of the state, regardless of income.  

I know, I know…it’s awful. So when you say your prayers 
tonight, thank the Almighty for our enlightened political 
leaders who protect us from such indignities as reliable 
power, modern conveniences, and free college for those 
who want it. 

Joe Armendariz is the Executive Director of the Santa 
Barbara County Taxpayers Association. 
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So, a government-funded interest group is “educating” 
government officials how to run a political campaign to 
convince voters to raise taxes. This is done on the public 
dime. Cities even hire consulting groups to run the pro-
cess. “It sounds exactly like a campaign,” said Newport 
Beach Mayor Pro Tem Will O’Neill. “They poll ahead of 
time. They draft the ballot and draft the educational ma-
terials. Some cities put the election information in utility 
bills.” 

Isn’t this essentially lobbying? I asked. “It isn’t essentially 
lobbying. They are lobbyists,” O’Neill added. In 2018, he 
sponsored a City Council resolution prohibiting public 
money from being spent on tax increases, but so far 
Newport Beach is the only city to pass it. It’s allowable 
under the guise of education, but he’s right that officials 
who attend such seminars should be held accountable 
by voters. “Hopefully there will at least be a seminar in 
the future about how to operate a city within actual budg-
ets,” he added. 

A lot of private lobbying is a form of government lobby-
ing, too. Top lobbyists include public-sector unions that 
are funded by people who work for government. At the 
local level, these unions use concerns about overcrowd-
ed classrooms and crime to arm-twist for higher taxes, 
even if the extra dollars end up funding their pensions. 
The most influential state lobbyists include utilities, which 
are a creation of government, and the health-care indus-
try, which is dominated by government. 

You might say, “thank heavens for the initiative process, 
where the people can bypass the sleaze and vote direct-
ly on laws that affect them.” Not so fast. That was the 
goal of the Progressive-era reformers, such as Gov. Hi-
ram Johnson, who created California’s initiative, referen-
dum and recall. Johnson said they “give to the electorate 
the power of action when desired, and they do place in 
the hands of the people the means by which they may 
protect themselves.” However, lobbyists — including 
government lobbyists — dominate that process, too. 

Statewide initiatives, including multibillion-dollar bond 
measures, often are the product of government-related 
interests that fund measures that provide them with more 
money. Take a look on the California secretary of state 
website at the funders of statewide and local bond 
measures and you’ll see that the millions they dump into 

(Continued from page 11) the campaign can pay off handsomely. 

Corporate lobbying may be concerning, but at 
least companies are spending private dollars, 
and many of their efforts are defensive. If popu-
lists were serious about standing up against vest-
ed interests, they should forbid government from 
lobbying government for more government. But 
Warren and others clearly want a limitless gov-
ernment, so their anti-corruption campaigns real-
ly are nothing more than grandstanding. 

Steven Greenhut is a senior fellow and Western 
region director for the R Street Institute 
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Federal Government Endangered Species Act Revisions 
Means More Water To Central Valley Growers  cont. 
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the Federal Government, States, tribes, and local public agencies that deliver water to their citizenry.” 

The Obama administration weaponized National Marine Fisheries Service, which according to some federal 
government insiders, is a bunch of environmental zealots within the Department of Commerce, trying to screw 
up water plans that benefit humans. 

California Globe spoke with Paul Souza, Pacific Southwest Regional Fish and Wildlife Director, in August about 
updating the 2008 Biological Opinions on the Bureau of Reclamation’s Long Term Operations of the Central 
Valley Project and State Water Project. The Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries Ser-
vice, known as NOAA, undertook a second independent scientific peer review of the analyses in their draft Bio-
logical Opinions. Both agencies previously carried out an independent scientific peer review of an earlier draft 
of their analyses this spring. 

In addition to the final joint regulations, and perhaps even more crucial, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service final-
ized a separate revision rescinding its “blanket rule” of the Endangered Species Act, which had automatically 
given threatened species the same protections as endangered species unless otherwise specified. 

The National Marine Fisheries Service has never employed such a blanket rule, so the new regulations bring 
the two agencies into alignment. The change impacts only future threatened species’ listings or reclassifications 
from endangered to threatened status and does not apply to species already listed as threatened. 

The regulation changes also clarified that it’s appropriate to “delist” a species when it does not meet the defini-
tion of an endangered species or a threatened species. 

“In the future, when we list or reclassify a species as a threatened species, we will consider whether a spe-
cies‑specific 4(d) rule is appropriate for that species in question. This is something we’ve been doing for about 
the past decade, and it aligns our practice with the National Marine Fishery Service,” Fish and Wildlife said in a 
press statement.  

Katy Grimes, the Editor of the California Globe, is a long-time Investigative Journalist covering the California 
State Capitol, and the co-author of California's War Against Donald Trump: Who Wins? Who Loses? 
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