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   Proposition 14 Vote NO- Whenever you see the word “bond”, think DEBT! Good re-

search attracts investors. There is no need, therefore, for CA taxpayers to keep footing 

the bill to fund another $5.5 billion in bonds for stem cell research.  

Proposition 15 Vote NO- I would recom-mend a vote of “Hell No” if it were allowed. This 

bill will kill what is left of mom and pop brick and mortar businesses who are dealing with 

competition from the internet and the covid shutdown. Furthermore, while this bal-lot 

measure takes away the financial protec-tions of the original Prop 13 from commercial, 

retail, industrial and agricultural buildings and some ag crops including vineyards and or-

chards, the proponents have already stated they are coming after homeowners next!  

Proposition 16 Vote NO- Only in California would we consider legalizing racial discrimi-

nation against some, to hypothetically cure it for others. This ballot measure would repeal 

Proposition 209, which prohibited the state from considering race, sex, color, ethnicity, or 

national origin in public employment, educa-tion, or contracting.  

Proposition 17 Vote NO- This ballot measure would allow felons who are still on parole 

to vote.  

Proposition 18 Vote NO- This measure would allow 17-year-olds who will be 18 at the 

time of the next general election to vote in prima-ries and special elections.  

Proposition 19 Vote NO- On the one hand, this proposition allows seniors to keep the 

ben-efits of Prop. 13 from one property to another. However, the trade off isn’t worth it 

because it also will increase property assessments on cer-tain property following inter-

generational trans-fers, including family farms, where beneficiar-ies do not reside on the 

property.  

Proposition 20 Vote YES- This important proposition reverses two of the worst previous 

propositions in the history of this State, name-ly Propositions 47 and 57, which downgrad-

ed numerous violent felonies down to misde-meanors.  

Proposition 21 Vote NO- This rent control proposition will completely decimate the rental 

market by dissuading new rental property con-struction and discouraging homeowners to 

rent their property.  

(Continued on page 16) 

Andy Caldwell’s PERSONAL 2020 Ballot 
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By Andy Caldwell 



Soros Dumps Another $2.5 Million into George Gascón’s 
Race for Los Angeles DA 
By Katy Grimes 
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   ‘Gascón is running on a promise of turning our 

court system upside down’ 

 In 2018, billionaire oligarch George Soros funded the 

campaigns of leftist District Attorney challengers 
across the United States. In California alone, Soros 
spent $3,625,000 on DA races in Sacramento, San 
Diego, Alameda, Marin and Contra Costa counties. 

Flash forward to 2020: Soros has already funded 
more than $2.5 million of George Gascón’s race for 
Los Angeles District Attorney. “The infusion of dark 
money in these races, usually in the final months be-
fore a primary or general election, makes a huge im-
pact,” Michele Hanisee, President of the Association 
of Los Angeles Deputy District Attorneys, recent-
ly wrote. “District attorney elections are typically mini-
mally funded, local races.  The last-minute spending 
by these PACs leaves opposing candidates with scant 
time to raise a corresponding amount of cash to re-
spond.” 

As Los Angeles District Attorney since 2012, Jackie 
Lacey is being challenged by George Gascón, who 
left the San Francisco District Attorney’s office to 
move to Los Angeles and run against Lacey. 

The heart of the matter in this race is the heated de-
bate over “police killings” and calls for DAs to prose-
cute more cops. Gascón calls himself a “criminal jus-
tice reformer,” and promises he will prosecute fewer 
people as DA. 

The “reformer” campaigns portray police as agents of 
a racist law enforcement system that imprisons more 
blacks and minorities, and targets blacks and minori-
ties for police harassment and abuse. 

Black Lives Matter is supporting Gascón, “over the 
first Black district attorney in the nation’s most popu-
lous county, for failing to prosecute police officers who 
kill civilians,” NBC News reported. “We’ve tried every-
thing with her,” said Melina Abdullah, co-founder of 
Black Lives Matter-L.A. “We had a deep desire to 
have things be different.” 

As California Globe recently reported, “Gascón is the 
architect of Proposition 47 which largely decriminal-
ized theft and drug crimes by reducing those crimes 
and a number of other “non-violent” felonies to misde-
meanors; and Prop. 57, which allows early release for 
“non-violent offenders,” including rape by intoxication 

of an unconscious person, human trafficking involving 
a sex act with minors, arson causing great bodily 
harm, drive-by shooting, assault with a deadly weap-
on, and hostage taking. These are so-called criminal 

(Continued on page 17) 

https://www.laadda.com/the-attempt-to-buy-district-attorneys-continues/
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COLAB Needs Your Support! 
 

The biggest issue facing business this year will be the ballot proposition that will take away Prop. 13 tax 

protection from commercial, industrial and retail properties.  If passed, property taxes will go up a mini-

mum of $12 billion!  

COLAB is the only organization that has the capability to address issues in the public arena!  In fact, we 

give the Howard Jarvis Taxpayer’s Association the opportunity to broadcast free commentaries on our 

show! 

Speaking of our economy, we produced 150 shows on covid and the shutdown, along with over a dozen 

editorials.  We fought to get businesses reopened safely. 

Our radio show now airs on three stations covering SLO, SB and Ventura.  And, we continue to publish 

in local newspapers on a regular basis, in addition to testifying before decision makers. 

With your support, we will be fighting for you each and every day, as we do MORE advocacy, analysis, 

outreach, and education than any other organization!   

COLAB’s financial wherewithal has been impacted by this shutdown   

PLEASE, we need your HELP to serve you! 

You can donate to COLAB or the COLAB Foundation (tax deductible!!!) to help us carry out our work 

The address is the same for both: 

PO Box 7523 

Santa Maria CA 93456 

Thank you! 

Andy Caldwell  
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The Members Only Club   
By Andy Caldwell 

sexually transmitted diseases.  Unfortunately, these 
days, sex ed classes are more akin to “an invitation to 
enjoy” along with instructions on “how to” mix things 
up to have a wild time with one’s fellow adolescents, 
who by the way, are all legally under the age of con-
sent!   

Speaking of consent, some parents have been asked 
to sign a form promising not to eavesdrop what their 
kids are being taught unless they get the teacher’s 
permission!   

The education establishment herein is simply catering 
to the hook-up culture, whereby children and young 

adults actually get to “know each other” by having cas-

ual sex with virtual strangers.  This is part of a larger 

pathology that is preying on the worst instincts of boys 

and damaging the most sensitive instincts of girls. 

 

In a nutshell, we are encouraging our children to be-

come sexually active and promiscuous in the name of 

education.  The results are in.  Boys as young as 12 

years old are now clinically diagnosed sex addicts.  As 

a result, they have great difficulty relating to females 

as anything but sex objects.  Girls, for their part, are 

hooking up so often that they lose their ability to trust, 

bond and be intimate in a meaningful way.  All of this 

spells disaster for the ability to form stable and endur-

ing families. 

 

Parents, consider joining the school choice movement. 
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   Nancy Pelosi made an appointment at a hair salon 

that was closed to everyone else because of 
covid.  Another headline noted that private gyms were 
closed while gyms for govt employees remained 
opened!  Unfortunately, double standards are par for 
the course for politicians and bureaucrats who reserve 
privileges for themselves only.  The members of this 
club refer to one another as “family” relegating the 
rest of us to the status of step-children. 

Another example of this phenomenon that affects a 
significant number of people?  School Closures.  Cur-
rently, there is a process in place by which K-6 grade 
schools can apply for a waiver from the covid shut-
down to reopen with certain limitations.  Many of the 
private schools have applied.  The public 
schools?  Not so much.  Why should they?  Unlike the 
private schools, public school teachers get paid re-
gardless. 

Additionally, some of the largest teacher unions in 
California are refusing to cooperate with reopening 
our schools.  Moreover, the unions are using the covid 
shutdown to further their goal of shutting down charter 
schools while making demands for higher taxes and 
other issues that have nothing to do with covid.   

What’s more, several local schools have opened for 
“day care” (for any aged child) but only for the em-
ployees of the school district.  This comes at the ex-
pense of taxpayers.  Funny, Santa Barbara County 
doesn’t have any of these schools listed as having 
applied for a waiver.  

There is no denying two facts as it pertains to the 
shutdown of schools in the wake of covid.  First, 
school-age kids, K-12, are the least likely age cohort 
to get seriously ill from, or transmit, covid.  Second, 
online learning doesn’t work well with younger kids 
whose attention span and ability to follow directions 
remotely is extremely challenging.  Moreover, the par-
ents of these little ones are now suffering financially 
because someone must stay home to watch their kids 
meaning they cannot go back to work.  That is, there 
is no taxpayer-funded “day care” available for them.   

Thanks to distance learning, parents from throughout 
the country are finally waking up to realize that some-
thing is seriously amiss with regard to their children’s 
education, especially as it pertains to sex ed.  When I 
was young, sex ed dealt with the basics, such as how 
pregnancy occurs and the dangers associated with 



Your Lyin’ Eyes 
By Andy Caldwell 
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There are several variations from a wonderful line in a 
Marx Brothers movie, where Groucho asks, “Who are 
you going to believe, me or your lying eyes”?  It is but 
a variation on another classic observation, “the em-
peror is wearing no clothes”.    

California likes to pretend it is a leader of the world in 
all things, not the least of which is paving the way to-
wards a fossil-fuel-free existence.  The truth is alto-
gether different.  California is in fact the nation’s lead-
er in its dependence upon electricity generation that it 
must import from other states along with the amount 
of oil and gas it has to import from other nations.  That 
is, California is nothing but a great pretender when it 
comes to being a worldwide leader in demonstrating 
that a fossil-free, 100% greenhouse gas-free econo-
my and society is a possibility. 

How bad are your eyes lying to you?  Know 
this.  Electricity is a secondary power source that 
must be produced from another energy source. Fur-
thermore, it is not a truly natural resource, like oil and 
gas, due to the fact that we haven’t figured out how to 
catch lightening.  

What does that mean in practical terms?  America 
actually produces most of the electricity it uses by way 
of burning fossil fuels!  Oh, my, there is an inconven-
ient truth.  Meanwhile, California pretends it is proving 
to the world that we are going to be the first economy 
and society to cut ourselves off from fossil fuel elec-
tricity generation entirely.  But, there goes your lying 
eyes, once again. 

Consider the fact that we already produce more solar 
power than we can use.  This has to do with the fact 
that we have no ability to store solar power as it is 
generated.  The sunshine peaks into the grid during 
the hours of 10am to 2 pm.  The problem is, our peak-
hour usage for electricity is in the evening.  What to 
do with the excess solar electricity production?  We 
pay Arizona to take it off the grid! 

Along the way towards this mirage of energy nirvana, 
CA promulgated a series of regulations to prematurely 
end the life of several gas plants, but then, just a few 
weeks ago, we had some rolling blackouts.  Hence, 
the powers that be meekly and very quietly deter-
mined that the “not-so-fast approach” to pulling the 
plug on these electricity power sources was the pru-
dent thing to do.  To save face, butt-naked Gavin 
Newsom announced an order to ban fossil fuel vehi-

cles in their entirety.  This announcement is nothing 
but a lot of hot air, as it pertains to reducing our 
greenhouse gas footprint.  Why?  Because, soon, 
we will have to import even more energy to CA.  

It all has to do with nuclear power.  Two plants, San 
Onofre and Diablo Canyon were the only two plants 
operating in CA.  San Onofre is already shut 
down.  Diablo is soon to follow.  Ironically, these two 
plants were the major source of greenhouse-gas-
free electricity in our state, 20% of our total genera-
tion capacity to be exact, yet, they were not consid-
ered “renewable” so they had to go. 

Meanwhile, California’s record-setting fire season, 
mostly sparked by that same lightening that we 
failed to capture and store, just lit up a few million of 
our state’s 140 million dead trees.  That is a prob-
lem in view of the fact that these burning trees just 
released more carbon than our state produces on a 
yearly basis.  Hence, our failure to manage our for-
ests could be considered a significant precursor to 
climate change, but don’t tell Newsom that, he obvi-
ously enjoys living in a fantasy. 

In the meantime, the reliable and sustainable ener-
gy sector job killing spree continues unabated.  



They Mean What They Say! 
By Andy Caldwell 

weakness and weakness spells disaster. 

For its part, the sin of the Republican establishment 
has to do with their support for globalism and a busi-
ness-as-usual relationship with China at the expense 
of the American economy.  This is why they have 
been fighting against President Trump as it relates to 
his America-first economic policies. 

As for the democratic party, in addition to completely 
ignoring the violence in cities across the land, we 
have Nancy Pelosi’s denouncement of republicans as 
“enemies of the state”.  Describing anyone in these 
terms, in a political and historical context, is nothing 
less than a declaration of war.             

Then, we have Joe Biden who says that “China is not 
our enemy. We want to see China rise.”  This, despite 
the fact that the FBI is opening a new espionage case 
against China every 10 hours!  Furthermore, Joe, try 
telling that to the people of Hong Kong. 

In this present time in America, there are calls to 
abandon: our Judeo-Christian heritage, Western Civi-
lization, our laws, cultures and institutions, the nuclear 
family, belief in God, and the concept of unalienable 
rights and self-evident truth.  If that happens, what 
happens next?   

Keep living in denial, America, and you will find 
out.  Civilizations come and go and it is usually inter-
nal rot and acrimony that does them in long before the 
Huns are at the gate.  
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   In every nation state and empire’s history, there 

are events or movements that change things forev-
er.  9/11 was one of those moments, as was Pearl 
Harbor.  Fortunately, our nation survived both of these 
attacks and the subsequent wars.  Truth be told, how-
ever, both of these events came about by way of an 
unhealthy dose of denialism on the part of the Ameri-
can people.  That is, historians inform us that neither 
of these events should have come as a sur-
prise.  Hence, the one “state” that represents the 
worst threats against us can be “the state of denial”. 

When the jihadists chanted “Death to America” and 
indicated they would bring their attacks to our soil, 
why did we not believe they meant what they 
said?  After all, they had been attacking Americans for 
decades.  We found out the hard way that wishful and 
willful ignorance will not abate threats. 

Unfortunately, America has returned to a state of de-
nial as to what is happening today, albeit, today’s 
threat emanates from home-grown revolutionaries in 
addition to the usual suspects of China, Russia, and 
Iran, not to mention Islamic terrorists.   

Truthfully, what is going on in America today is not a 
protest movement and further, it truly has little to do 
with Black Lives.  What we are experiencing is noth-
ing less than a violent revolution which aims to over-
throw our political, economic, religious and social or-
der.  Hence, their attacks on the White House, our 
courts, police, businesses, and churches.  They con-
stantly repeat these goals in their speeches, rallies, 
and in proposed legislation/manifestos such as The 
Breathe Act 2020.  They mean what they say and we 
live in denial to our peril. 

The threats to America emanate from self-described 
anarchists, socialists and globalists.  These bedfel-
lows of war should be grouped with China, Iran and 
Russia.  What they all have in common is their desire 
to foment the demise of America.  They are enemies 
of everything we value and stand for.  That is, Ameri-
ca is the free world’s last hope and we alone stand in 
the way of their maniacal ambitions. 

After Pearl Harbor and 9/11, our country was united in 
response to these attacks.  Today, we could not be 
more divided.  That is, the establishment wings of 
both parties, along with the radical fringe within the 
democratic party, are sending mixed signals to our 
enemies abroad and at home.  Mixed signals spell 



The Postal Service Is Flawed, But It Can Deliver Our Ballots   
By  Steven Greenhut 
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    As we head toward a contentious national election, 
an unlikely agency in the United States Postal Service 
has come into the crosshairs. Since the Founding Fa-
thers gave Congress the power to establish post offic-
es and post roads, the postal department has been 
known mainly for its letter carriers who, as 
the motto goes, can’t be dissuaded from their tasks by 
snow, rain, heat, nor gloom of night. 

Apparently, though, people now are concerned about 
whether those same trusty carriers can reliably deliver 
their ballots. The fear is understandable, at least on 
the surface. The presidential election is likely to be a 
nail-biter. Because of the COVID-19 crisis, several 
states have expanded voters’ ability to cast ballots by 
mail. The president has stirred the pot by alleg-
ing, largely without evidence, that mail voting leads to 
election fraud. 

To make matters worse, the Postal Service’s imple-
mentation of operational changes (the removal of mail
-sorting machines and a reduction of mailboxes in cer-
tain locales) has caused Democrats to allege that the 
Republican administration is sabotaging the Postal 
Service. Yet, those operational changes are largely 
rote, given that the Postal Service has been reducing 
the number of mailboxes for years. “As far back as 
2012, the nonpartisan Government Accountability Of-
fice said the Post Office needed to reduce its paper 
mail sorting network to respond to the decreased mail 
volume,” wrote Kevin Kosar in a re-
cent Politico column. The Postal Service, he notes, 
received high marks for its handling of the 2018 elec-
tion. 

Nevertheless, federal Judge Victor Marrero of New 
York on Sept. 20 ordered Postmaster General Louis 
DeJoy to halt those changes and prioritize ballots. 

“The right to vote is too vital a value in our democracy 
to be left in a state of suspense in the minds of voters 
weeks before a presidential election,” he ruled. That 
should set aside fears that there are no checks on 
whatever it is the postmaster general is doing. 

This fracas is driven by partisan fears. Both parties 
have depicted the Nov. 3 contest as a Flight 93 elec-
tion, a reference to a widely read 2016 column. The 
author compared that election to the United Airlines 
flight that crashed in a Pennsylvania field after pas-
sengers rushed the al Qaeda terrorists who comman-
deered the cockpit. Once again, partisans argue that 
unless they take control of the White House, the re-
public will crash. 

Whatever one’s views about the election’s importance, 
there’s no reason to fear the Postal Service will be the 
source of the problem. The Postal Service has myriad 
flaws and inefficiencies caused by its bureaucratic 
character. It has weathered controversies over the 
decades. The USPS is ripe for reform, but the same 
agency that delivers your IRS refund check, legal doc-
uments, and utility bill can safely deliver your ballot. 

As news reports explain, USPS delivers 143 billion — 
that’s with a “b” — pieces of mail a year. Around 160 
million voters will participate in the election, with 
around half of them relying on mail-in ballots. That 
means local registrars will send 80 million ballots to 
voters. Not every voter will return a ballot, and many 
will hand-deliver them to a polling station. But, even if 
we assume an additional 160 million ballots (80 million 
sent to homes and 80 million returned to election offi-
cials), that means a mere 0.11 boost in volume. 

The Postal Service is perfectly capable of handling 

that trifling increase. Despite congressional fights over 
(Continued on page 14) 

https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2020/08/20/5-myths-about-the-postal-crisis-399584
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016/09/an-attack-on-founding-principles-at-the-claremont-institute/499094/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016/09/an-attack-on-founding-principles-at-the-claremont-institute/499094/


Proposition 15 will hurt homeowners, too                             

By  Jon Coupal 

stated intention to destroy Proposition 13: “You know, 
if it takes an incremental approach, then so be it. You 
know, my tendency is to want to nuke it. However, 
one has to deal with political dynamics here in 
California.” 

Other examples abound. In a July 23, 2020, column 
appearing in the Sacramento Bee, a UC Berkeley 
professor wrote an op-ed advocating the passage of 
Proposition 15 based on “equity” grounds: 
“Proposition 13 reform will be on the ballot this 
November, the first step to rolling back this pernicious 
law.” Translation: After we rob businesses of Prop. 13, 
we’re coming after everyone else. 

Finally, a union leader representing teachers in Los 

(Continued on page 16) 
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   Of the many propositions that voters must decide 

this November, one of the most contentious is 
Proposition 15, also known as the split roll initiative. 
One of the arguments advanced by the proponents is 
that it won’t have any impact on homeowners 
because it just raises property taxes on commercial 
and industrial properties. Can the proponents be 
believed? Not likely. 

On its face, Proposition 15 appears to exempt 
property that is used for “residential” purposes. But 
homeowners have good reason to feel threatened. 

Without question, the most immediate impact that 
homeowners would see if Proposition 15 passes 
would be an increase in the cost of living. California 
has the second highest cost of living in the nation 
behind only Hawaii. It is one of the primary drivers of 
why millions of Californians have fled the state for 
other areas where the purchasing power of their 
dollars — for housing, food and transportation – goes 
much further. 

The Tax Foundation published an interesting study a 
few weeks ago about the purchasing power of $100 
being dependent on where one lives. For example, 
states where $100 is worth the most, such as 
Kentucky ($113.77) offer a striking contrast to 
California where $100 is worth only $87.11. 

Proposition 15 would impose higher property taxes on 
commercial and industrial properties in California of 
up to $12 billion annually. That cost would be imposed 
on every Costco, Walmart, Safeway, gas station and 
shopping mall in California as well as the 80 percent 
of small businesses that lease their property. Only 
those who are economically illiterate would think that 
those costs would not be passed along to consumers 
in the form of higher prices. 

As destructive as the radically increased cost of living 
that Proposition 15 would impose on consumer/
taxpayers is, it pales in comparison to the larger threat 
that 15 poses to homeowners. Specifically, 
proponents and supporters of split roll have made it 
clear that coming after commercial property is but the 
first step in their incremental destruction of 
Proposition 13 in its entirety – including the 
protections it affords to homeowners. 

Nothing encapsulates this agenda more clearly than 
former San Francisco Assemblyman Tom Ammiano’s 



Proposition 15: The Last Nail In The 2020 Coffin 
By Andy Caldwell 

the multiplier effect. 

Proposition 15 eliminates the tax protections afforded 
both owners and renters of farm, retail, industrial, and 
commercial properties by way of rescinding the 
original Proposition 13 passed by voters back in 
1978.  Proposition 13 caps property tax increases at a 
fixed percent after a property is assessed at current 
market value at the time of sale.  Without this 
protection, most property owners will lose their 
property.  Either that, or property values will plummet 
altogether.   

Regardless, mom and pop business owners, including 
family farms, will be hit the hardest. That is, this 
measure doesn’t just increase the taxes on 
“buildings”, it also taxes “improvements” on farms 

(Continued on page 13) 
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   Make no mistake about it.  County Supervisors 

Greg Hart, Das Williams and Joan Hartman represent 
government, not the people.  In the throes of one of 
the worst economic crises in the history of America, 
they are campaigning for Prop. 15, the largest tax hike 
in California history. 

Proposition 15 represents a humongous tax increase 
that could not come at a worse time for anyone.  Brick 
and mortar businesses have a hard enough time 
competing with internet-based businesses in normal 
times, let alone in a year when they were forced to 
close their doors because they were deemed “non-
essential”.  Now they will be facing sky-high rent 
increases as a tenant, or property taxes as a business 
owner, if Prop. 15 passes.  Most businesses won’t 
survive because their typical 3-5% profit margin in a 
good year is insufficient to pay this exorbitant tax 
increase.  

2020 brought us the horrid state bill AB5, which 
eliminated upwards of one million independent 
contractor and gig-economy jobs.  Then came the 
covid shutdown and relief bill which cost our economy 
trillions of dollars in lost jobs and obscene levels of 
government debt.  Now we have these supervisors 
campaigning for Prop. 15 which will raise CA property 
taxes by a whopping $12 billion a year, resulting in an 
estimated $72 billion hit to our economy.  The Santa 
Barbara County impact alone is estimated at $100 
million per year, resulting in hundreds of millions of 
dollars in lost economic activity via what is known as 
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   Did you know that the consumption of the poorest 
20 percent of Americans is roughly equal to that of the 
average Dutch or French person, and higher than that 
of the average Brit, Swede, Dane, or Japanese per-
son? Our poor people are richer than the middle class 
of most nations! But how do we keep it that way?  

Capitalism has allowed our nation to prosper. But it is 
always being pulled in different directions, usually to 
the left, as the government intervenes by increasing 
taxes, spending and regulations. America is being tak-
en over by cronyism, which is based on connections 
rather than merit and thus is antithetical to capitalism. 
Socialism is cronyism on steroids.  

Ralph Benko, one of the last living Kemp Supply-
Siders and a Reagan White House deputy general 
counsel, is alarmed by how the Republicans have fall-
en into merely paying lip service to capitalism. So last 
year he co-authored, to great critical acclaim, The 
Capitalist Manifesto. It pulled together the 10 most 
popular policies that have been proven to work. He 
goes into greater detail in The Ten Commandments of 
Capitalism, explaining why they are crucial and how 
they work. 

Benko begins the book by explaining that the funda-
mental doctrine of communism is class warfare, which 
we are seeing take place in our country today, as the 
left pits the working class against the middle class and 
wealthy. Benko calls this “an imaginary hobgoblin.”  

The truth is, “cooperation is the source of mutual pros-
perity.” We saw it work in practice after the supply-
side revolution of the 1980s. Benko emphasizes that it 
wasn’t a right-wing phenomenon, Democrats came 
together with Republicans. One end of the capitalist 

There’s Now a Ten Commandments for Capitalism                     

By Rachel Alexander 

spectrum is ordoliberalism, “socially conscious free 
markets” supported by Democrats. The income tax 
rate was reduced by 30 percent for everyone, fol-
lowed by reducing the top rate to 28 percent. These 
moves supercharged America’s growth. Capping the 
top rate at 28 percent is Benko’s First Commandment 
(today it’s at  37 percent).   

Grover Norquist, founder and president of Americans 
for Tax Reform, asks politicians to pledge not to raise 
taxes. During an appearance on 60 Minutes, host Ste-
ve Kroft badgered Norquist into admitting that he tries 
to get rid of anyone who breaks the pledge. Norquist 
responded in the affirmative, “To encourage them to 
go into another line of work, like shoplifting or bank 
robbing, where they have to do their own stealing.”  

Benko’s Second Commandment addresses an aspect 
of this, “There shall be no reduction or elimination of 
income tax deductions and credits unless matched 
dollar for dollar by further reducing tax rates." Getting 
rid of deductions and credits is nothing more than a 
sneaky way to raise taxes.  

Benko explains how it’s unfair that the government 
taxes the sale of investments because this doesn’t 
take into account inflation. The $1,000 you invested 
20 years ago would have to increase to $1,500 now in 
order to break even selling it. Confiscating capital is 
right out of The Communist Manifesto. So his Third 
Commandment would index assets to inflation for the 
purpose of taxing capital gains.  

Benko puts forth a strong argument for returning to 

(Continued on page 11) 

The One Name In Crop  

Production Inputs 
1335 W. Main St.  

Santa Maria, CA. 93454 

(805) 922-5848 

https://thecapitalistleague.com/shop/ols/products/the-capitalist-manifesto
https://thecapitalistleague.com/shop/ols/products/the-capitalist-manifesto
https://thecapitalistleague.com/shop/ols/products/the-ten-commandments-of-capitalism
https://thecapitalistleague.com/shop/ols/products/the-ten-commandments-of-capitalism


There’s Now a Ten Commandments for Capitalism Cont.  

Page 11  Volume 8 Issue 1 0  COLAB Magazine  

the gold standard in Commandment Six. Did you 
know that President Donald Trump, Steve Forbes, 
Alan Greenspan, Lewis E. Lehrman and Ron Paul all 
support it? There was an effort to return to the gold 
standard awhile back but it fizzled because of foolish-
ness. “A cult-like dystopian subculture preached that 
the paper dollar standard would collapse, imminent-
ly.”  

The Bank of England published a white paper a few 
years ago which revealed that if we’d remained on the 
gold standard, “The average person’s real income 
would be nearly 50% higher, the increase in prices 
would be nearly 50% lower” and other economic ben-
efits. 

Reagan once said about Congress, "I made a speech 
a while ago comparing their spending habits to those 
of drunken sailors. And then a number of my staff 
members told me that that was unfair to drunken sail-
ors because they at least were doing it with their own 
money.” Commandment Seven would limit spending 
by adopting a balanced budget amendment that re-
quires a supermajority to suspend.  

The Eighth Commandment prohibits civil asset forfei-
ture. The Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution 
clearly states that no person shall "be deprived of life, 
liberty, or property, without due process of law." Seiz-
ing people’s property before they’ve had a trial clearly 
violates this; it is perplexing that these laws have 
been allowed to remain on the books. Fortunately, 
there is a growing movement to eliminate them.   

The left pretends to sound patriotic by frequently de-
claring that America is a democracy (that characteri-
zation isn’t even accurate, we are a hybrid democratic 
republic). But the reality is, “It sneakily prefers to use 
the government institutions least responsive to the will 
of the people to advance its socialist agenda.” The left 
uses bureaucrats and judges to “cram its socialist pol-
icies down our throats.” The Ninth Commandment 
would require regulations affecting more than $100 
million to be passed by Congress and signed by the 
president (the REINS Act).  

The final Commandment eliminates government con-
trols over wages and prices, including telecommunica-
tion services, rent and setting a minimum wage. Ben-
ko provides several examples of how repealing these 

(Continued from page 10) 

laws has resulted in lower prices and higher wages. 
Reagan decontrolled oil and gas prices, and there 
was no spike in gas prices.  

In recent years there has been a push for a “net neu-
trality” law, which would prohibit telecommunications 
companies from charging companies like Netflix, 
which use a significant bandwidth of data, more than 
a company merely delivering email. “The seductively 
framed ‘net neutrality’ would have taken us back to-
ward dial-up rather than letting us vault ahead to the 
power to download a movie in less than 10 seconds 
rather than 7 minutes.” 

In 1950, nearly half the world’s population lived under 
Marxist governments. Reagan changed all that, by 
starting the overthrow of those governments. But are 
we turning back? Benko warns against the current 
love fest with “democratic socialism” sweeping the 
youth, observing that the 2016 Democratic national 
platform leaned toward or adopted all six of the still-
relevant 10 planks of The Communist Manifesto. 

Fortunately, we have a resurgence of interest in capi-
talism as well with Make America Great Again. The 
Capitalist League, founded by Benko and William Col-
lier, has already drawn 137,000 Facebook followers 
worldwide in just a few months. Capitalism is “the se-
cret recipe for equitable prosperity.” Let’s hope Con-
gress believes in these Ten Commandments. 
 
Rachel Alexander is the editor of the Intellectual Con-
servative. She also serves as senior editor of The 
Stream  
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   Last week, President Trump’s regulatory czar Paul 

Ray, head of the Office of Management and Budget’s 
Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA), 
issued a “best practices” memo instructing executive 
departments and agencies how to implement 
the regulatory bill of rights issued a few months ago. 
This builds on President Trump’s May 19 executive 
order laying out 10 “principles of fairness in adminis-
trative enforcement and adjudication” to ensure that 
Americans have basic due process protections should 
they find themselves in the crosshairs of the regulato-
ry state. 

These principles include that agency enforcement 
should be prompt, not needlessly drawn out; agency 
rules of evidence should be clear and fair, and agen-
cies shouldn’t withhold evidence that is potentially ex-
culpatory; agencies shouldn’t engage in practices that 
cause unfair surprise; and individuals subject to en-
forcement actions should be given notice of what stat-
utes or regulations they are accused of violating and 
an opportunity to respond. 

These principles may seem basic, but agencies too 
often have failed to uphold them in the past. A Pacific 
Legal Foundation report describes nine case studies 
of enforcement abuse involving our clients, such as 
Andy Johnson, who was threatened with $20 million in 
potential fines for building a pond to water his daugh-
ter’s horses. His story, and others, show how agen-
cies withhold fair notice, use biased rules of evidence, 
threaten excessive penalties to coerce people into 
giving up and evade democratic accountability. 

OIRA Administrator Ray’s “best practices” memo is 
another meaningful step in the right direction — to-
ward restoring due process guarantees that constrain 
government power. Ray instructed agencies to take 
the regulatory bill of rights seriously and translate 
them into actual reforms. 

A common theme is the need for agency decisions to 
be made by politically accountable officials — individ-
uals the American people can identify and hold re-
sponsible. For example, Ray urged agencies to get 
sign-off from an officer of the United States (rather 
than a career bureaucrat) before commencing an en-
forcement action. An officer of the United States is 

appointed by the president and generally must be 
confirmed by the Senate, ensuring a high level of po-
litical accountability. Likewise, Ray suggested agen-
cies require approval from an officer of the United 
States before taking steps to extend the statute of lim-
itations for violations or initiating additional investiga-
tions against someone who is already an enforcement 
subject. 

Transparency is another theme: Ray stated that be-
fore any liability can be imposed on private parties, 
agencies should clearly state what statute or regula-
tion an individual purportedly violated, describe how 
the conduct is prohibited under that law, and give the 
individual the opportunity to respond. Ray advised 
agencies to write rules of evidence and procedure in 
plain language, so they are “public, clear and effec-
tive” for those without a lawyer at their side. He also 
specified that agencies should make public the penal-
ties associated with common violations. 

A fundamental sense of fair play is another theme of 
the “best practices” memo. Ray charged agencies 
with finding ways to prevent multiple enforcement ac-
tions stemming from the same purported violation 
since “an agency should have only one bite at the ap-
ple.” He advised agencies to adopt a “rule of lenity” for 
investigations, enforcement actions, and adjudica-
tions. This concept, drawn from criminal law, requires 
courts to construe statutory ambiguities in favor of 
criminal defendants. He suggested agencies should 
use good judgment and decline to impose penalties 
when an individual has acted in good faith and tried to 
comply with the law. Only an overzealous bean coun-
ter could argue with that — but unfortunately, we’ve 
seen the need for just this advice in our litigation on 
behalf of Americans ensnared in the regulatory state.  

And to make sure one official doesn’t act as prosecu-
tor and judge, Ray discouraged agency adjudicators 
from having any communications with investigators 
and enforcement staff and suggested agencies devel-
op reporting and disclosure systems for violations of 
this rule. Further, he urged agencies to make sure 
adjudicators are not rewarded based on the penalties 
they award or “in any other way that misaligns incen-

(Continued on page 14) 
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including fruit and citrus trees, vineyards, irrigation 
systems, fences, and barns!  Prop. 15, therefore, 
represents an unmitigated disaster for local 
farmers.The progressive lefties on our Board of Sups 
should listen to none other than Willie Brown, the 
former Mayor of San Francisco and one of the most 
powerful democrats in the history of the CA 
legislature, who said the following: “Millions of 
Californians are filing for unemployment and are at 
risk of losing everything.  Prop. 15 will make the 
economic crisis worse by devastating small 
businesses- including our neighborhood restaurants, 
barber shops, and dry cleaners- by raising their 
rents.  Vote NO.” 

Moreover, let me speak to the big lie that businesses 
have been “free loading” since Prop. 13 was 
passed!  The truth is, businesses have been forced to 
pay millions of dollars in “fees” to pay for the impacts 
of creating commerce and jobs!  For instance, locally, 
before opening, a new 7/11 convenience store would 
be forced to pay over $600,000 in traffic fees! 

Finally, let’s be perfectly clear.  The proponents of 
Prop 15 have publicly stated that they have a three-
part strategy to eventually eliminate Prop. 13 in its 
entirety.  That is, if they can rescind Prop 13. 
protections for farmers, retailers, industrialists and 
commercial property owners via Prop. 15, they will 
return with a second measure to eliminate Prop. 13 
for apartment buildings.  After that, they will seek to 
eliminate Prop. 13 for residential home owners 
meaning every owner and renter will incur ever-
increasing costs going forward.  All this because CA 

(Continued from page 9) 

local and state governments have incurred $1 trillion 
in debt and deficits by way of their own misfeasance. 
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additional funding for the Postal Service, it has plenty of cash with $13 billion in reserves, has more coming in 

from Congress, and has added staff to meet the expected surge. There surely will be voting hitches, but no 

more than the usual hitches one finds at polling stations or election offices. 

Again, the Postal Service has plenty of deficiencies. It ran an $8.8 billion deficit in 2019. The Postal Service is 
paid to deliver goods for online retailers, but it continues to watch its core business sag as more people rely on 
the internet and private delivery services. Kosar notes that the agency has a $150 billion in unfunded retiree-
related liabilities, something that is eating into its operations and leading Congress to eye additional bailouts. 

The USPS needs to deal with these liabilities and shed some of its antiquated work rules. Perhaps it’s time to 
rethink the rules requiring the agency to deliver mail six days a week. Although the concept of a post office was 
included in the Constitution, the libertarian Cato Institute notes that there’s nothing saying it must be operated in 
its current fashion. The group calls for the Postal Service’s privatization. 

So, there’s plenty to argue about with regard to the Postal Service, but there should be no argument over 
whether it can deliver sensitive and important mail, election ballots included. We should spend less time worry-
ing about whether to entrust the Postal Service and more time thinking about the candidates we will entrust with 
elected office. 

Steven Greenhut is the Resident Senior Fellow and Western Region Director, of State Affairs at R Street 

(Continued from page 7) 

How Agencies Should Implement The Regulatory 'Bill of 
Rights' cont. 

tives” for them to make “fact-based, unbiased adjudication decisions.”   

If regulatory agencies follow these new guidelines, these safeguards will go a long way toward protecting Amer-
icans from arbitrary and abusive government power and bring a measure of accountability, transparency, and a 
fundamental sense of fair play to the regulatory state. 

Elizabeth Slattery is a senior legal fellow and deputy director of Pacific Legal Foundation’s Center for the Sepa-
ration of Powers  

(Continued from page 12) 
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 Dear COLAB Members,   

Did you know that lessening the burden of government is a bonafide and legitimate 
function of a charitable endeavor, i.e. a 501c3 tax exempt foundation?  Is that not a 
cause you can believe in and support?  Well, thankfully, COLAB now has its own 
foundation!!! 

COLAB can now raise funds from other foundations, as well as, individuals who don’t 
own their own business!  That means that everyone who contributes to the COLAB 
Foundation can write off their contributions. 

The COLAB Foundation is a public charity formed to procure funding for the Santa 
Barbara County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business (COLAB) and other se-
lect non-profit entities to advance education and science, combat community deterio-
ration and lessen the burden of government. 

Of course, the donations to the COLAB Foundation can only be used to educate the 
public about the work that COLAB and others are doing in our community, but we 
have been educating people all along!  

The COLAB Foundation! 

Donations are tax-deductible as a charitable contribution!  

Please send your contribution to: 

The COLAB Foundation 

PO Box 7523 

Santa Maria, CA 93456 

Or online at: 

http://www.colabsbc.org/COLAB-foundation-form.php 

Donations to the COLAB Foundation are deductible IRC 170 as the foundation 

is an IRS approver 501 C3 charity. 

Our EIN is 81-1088586 
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Proposition 22 Vote YES- This bill repeals parts of 

AB 5 the horrific bill that wiped out 1 million jobs in the 

gig economy, specifically, in this case, drivers for ser-

vices such as Lyft and Uber. I only wish this bill would 

repeal AB5 in its entirety. 

Proposition 23 Vote NO- This bill is another at-tempt 

by unions to destroy this vital medical sector because 

they couldn’t get the workforce to union-ize! It will 

drive up costs and/or put some dialysis clinics out of 

business altogether. 

Proposition 24 Vote NO- This is another example of 

piling on to small businesses. California already has a 

consumer privacy act on the books. 

Proposition 25 Vote NO- This bill would use a com-
puter assessment to determine whether some-body 
can be released from jail. The computer pro-gram has 
been proven to be biased. The bill pro-poses to elimi-
nate the current method of determin-ing cash bail by 
judges based on standard practices and the opinions 
of defense attorneys and prosecu-tors.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Angeles said, “We’ve got to be able to pass 
[Proposition 15], as one measure, and then come 
back with another measure, and another, so we make 
the rich pay their fair share.” Of course, public sector 
unions view anyone who owns a house as “rich.” 

These public statements reveal in stark terms the true 
intentions of Proposition 13’s enemies. Anyone who 
believes that the tax-and-spend interests will stop at 
commercial properties is either naïve or delusional. 

In the words of Founding Father Benjamin Franklin, 
we can either hang together or hang separately. It is 
therefore vitally important that all property owners step 
up to preserve Prop. 13 for everyone. If we lose Prop. 
13 for businesses today, it will be far easier for our 
adversaries to come after homeowners tomorrow. 
Prop. 13’s enemies have made it clear that they will 
not rest until Prop. 13 is destroyed in its entirety. 

Jon Coupal is president of the Howard Jarvis 
Taxpayers Association.  

(Continued from page 8) 
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justice reforms according to Gascón.” 

“Gascón is endorsed by Bernie Sanders and Black 
Lives Matter, and his campaign has already benefited 
from more than $1 million spent by George Soros to 
defeat Lacey,” Edward Ring reported at American 
Greatness recently, before the most recent contribu-
tions. “To say Gascón would not support the ability of 
law enforcement to restore order to the streets of Los 
Angeles is an understatement.”     

Gascón is also endorsed by Gov. Gavin Newsom who 
appointed Gascón San Francisco District Attorney, 
even with no prosecutorial experience. Vice Presiden-
tial candidate Kamala Harris also endorsed Gascón. 

But a deeper dive into Gascón, his funders and sup-
porters presents a disturbing picture for the man who 
wants to be the District Attorney of the largest DA’s 
office in the country. 

“Cuban-born George Gascón, 65, was a career police 
officer before becoming a prosecutor. He joined the 
LAPD in 1978 after a stint in the Army and, outside of 
a five-year hiatus as a car salesman, he spent more 
than 20 years on the force, rising to assistant chief,” 
LAist reported. 

“In 2006 he became police chief of Mesa, Arizona, 
and in 2009 chief of the San Francisco Police Depart-
ment. In 2011, then-Mayor Gavin Newsom appointed 
him San Francisco’s district attorney. Gascón was 
elected to the post later that year and was re-elected 
in 2015. He stepped down last fall to run for DA in Los 
Angeles.” 

“Gascón calls himself the true reformer in the race 
and argues that, under Lacey, the DA’s office ‘has lost 
its ability to distinguish the dangerous from the nui-
sance.’ He promises to lock up fewer people than the 
incumbent.” 

‘Criminal Justice Reforms’ 

Of the “criminal justice reforms” supported by left-
leaning DAs, ending cash bail in California is a priori-
ty. In August 2018, then-Gov. Jerry Brown 
signed Senate Bill 10 into law, ostensibly to reform the 
cash bail system. However, Before SB 10 could have 
gone into effect, Californians Against the Reckless 
Bail Scheme fought the legislation on two points: it 

(Continued from page 2) would result in the release of violent offenders to the 
streets, and would kill a $2-billion national industry, as 
well as the 3,200 bail agents in California. 

Gascón has long advocated for the end of monetary 
bail. 

“In 2018, then-San Francisco District Attorney George 
Gascón asked the California Supreme Court to review 
a landmark lower-court ruling prohibiting authorities 
from holding criminal defendants in jail solely because 
they can’t afford to pay bail to get out.” 

“However, Gascón’s record has come under fire from 
LA County police unions — particularly the Los Ange-

(Continued on page 18) 
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les Police Protective League, which represents 
10,000 cops — who say his policies have led to in-
creases in some forms of crime,” Courthouse News 
recently reported. 

 
Proposition 25, the “Replace Cash Bail with Risk As-
sessments Referendum,”  is supported by: 

• Service Employees International Union 

• California Democratic Party 

• California Medical Association 

• Gov. Gavin Newsom and Assembly Speaker    
Anthony Rendon 

Opponents include: 

• California State Conference of the NAACP 

• California Peace Officers’ Association 

• California Bail Agents Association 

• Human Rights Watch 

When Gascón departed San Francisco for Los Ange-
les, Chesa Boudin was elected in a special election to 
replace Gascón as San Francisco District Attorney. 
Boudin announced a policy in January that will end 
cash bail for those being released from custody, KU-
SI reported. “The DA’s office says those being held 
ahead of their trial will now be based on the risk ra-
ther than wealth and poverty. This means people who 
may be a threat to the community will remain in     
custody, regardless of how much money they have.” 

Chesa Boudin is the radical leftist activist lawyer 
raised in Chicago by Weather Underground leaders 
Bill Ayers and Bernardine Dohrn.  Boudin was also 
Hugo Chavez’s trusted propagandist, translator and 
advisor. 

“While Mr. Boudin did not receive money directly from 
one of Mr. Soros‘ multiple state PACs, a network of 
left-wing donors connected to the Hungarian-born bil-
lionaire helped Mr. Boudin raise more than $620,000,” 
the Washington Times reported. “The donor web in-
cluded Chloe Cockburn, who is with Mr. Soros‘ De-
mocracy Alliance, along with the Tides Foundation 
and Brennan Center for Justice, both of which have 
Mr. Soros as a deep-pocketed contributor.” 

(Continued from page 17) 

Gascón as San Francisco District Attorney 

Under Gascón as San Francisco District Attorney: 

• property crimes increased nearly 50%; 

• auto thefts in San Francisco jumped to 10% of the 
statewide average; 

• San Francisco had the highest property crime in 
the state; 

• violent crime was 54% higher than the rest of the 
state and 82% higher than the national average; 

• drug addiction soared. 

Soros’ Influence and Cash 

(Continued on page 19) 
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An article in 2018 in the Los Angeles Times titled, “Here’s why George Soros, liberal groups are spending big to 
help decide who’s your next D.A.,” explained Soros’ funding of liberal DAs: 

“New York billionaire George Soros headlines a consortium of private funders, the American Civil Liber-
ties Union and other social justice groups and Democratic activists targeting four of the 56 district attor-
ney positions up for election on June 5. Five other California candidates are receiving lesser support. 

The cash infusion in the nonpartisan elections turns underdog challengers into contenders for one of the 
most powerful positions in local justice systems, roiling conventional law-and-order politics.” 

“These people who want to create their own social policy are not worthy of the office,” former Los Ange-
les County Dist. Atty. Steve Cooley warned. “If they win in San Diego or Sacramento, L.A. is next.” 

Cooley was right. While San Diego and Sacramento District Attorneys Summer Stephan and Anne Marie Schu-
bert won their re-elections, Gascón is running to be LA District Attorney. 

During the 2018 election, DAs Stephan and Schubert created websites associating Soros with Antifa groups 
and anti-law enforcement groups. 

With Soros’ latest $2.5 million deposit in the Gascón campaign, “the race for Los Angeles District Attorney is 
going to be a hard-fought campaign with two very different perspectives,” ADA Michele Hanisee wrote. “Jackie 
Lacey, endorsed by the Association of Los Angeles Deputy District Attorneys, is an experienced, career prose-
cutor with a record of reforming the justice system while keeping crime at historically low rates. She has kept 
politics out of the DA’s office and respected the rule of law. Gascón, on the other hand, is running on a promise 
of ‘turning our court system upside down.’ Not only is this reckless, it is antidemocratic. We are confident that 
the voters of Los Angeles County will elect the district attorney they deserve, not the one special interest can 
buy.” 

Katy Grimes is the Editor of the California Globe, is a long-time Investigative Journalist covering the California 
State Capitol, and the co-author of California's War Against Donald Trump: Who Wins? Who Loses? 

(Continued from page 18) 
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