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A Special Kind Of Stupid                                

By Andy Caldwell 
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   If you think about it, most anything can be a weap-

on of mass destruction, including Kool-Aid!  That, of 
course, is a reference to what has become a grue-
some idiom thanks to the brainwashed zealots who 
followed cult leader Jim Jones to their death in 
Jonestown, Guyana.  Ever since then, “Kool-Aid drink-
ers” has been used to describe people who have quit 
thinking for themselves to their own destruction. 

It is about time that California declares Kool-Aid the 
official state beverage!  How apropos, considering the 
Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) program, a de-
ceitful euphemism for mayhem and destruction that 
could affect millions of people who stand to lose their 
electricity every time there is a red flag event in their 
region.  Make no mistake about it, people could die as 
a result of this solution to a crisis that is worse than 
the crisis it is trying to avoid! 

Due to gross negligence and malfeasance stemming 
from government policies which protect fuel, that is 
brush and trees, including overgrown and dead trees, 
California has been subject to continual fires.  Right 
now, there are an estimated 147 million dead trees in 
this state just waiting for a spark.  These trees are 
dead because government policies won’t allow thin-
ning, clearing, logging or control burns.  The hands-off 
approach has served to destroy the health and well-
being of our forest areas, exposing us to a continual 
threat of deadly and devastating wildfires. 

When the most recent fires occurred, the utility com-
panies were left holding the bag with respect to liabili-
ties which are threatening them with bankruptcy.  I 
believe this situation is completely unfair because the 
utilities are not allowed, like utilities in other states, to 
clear cut vegetation that could come in contact with 
their power lines.  The point here is that it takes a 
spark plus fuel to create a fire.  The utility lines may 
have provided the spark, but our government provided 
the fuel, in some cases, 100 years’ worth of fuel.   

Having said all that, what is the newest stupid idea to 
come out of this misfeasance?  PSPS that could last 
up to seven days.  Think about it.  No electricity for up 
to seven days every time there is a red flag warning in 
our area!  No refrigerator, no ac, no traffic lights, no 
ability to charge your phones, little to no gasoline, and 
in some cases, depending on where you live, no wa-
ter, food or sewer!  Will pharmacies be able to dis-
pense meds?  Will cities be able to pump water,  

ncluding the water to fight a fire?  Think about the el-
derly, the disabled and other shut-ins.  There is abso-
lutely no plan to help these people. 

Last year, people in Montecito got tired of having to 
evacuate each and every time another rain storm pre-
sented the potential to create another debris flow.  I 
don’t blame them.  Unfortunately, the PSPS program 
may affect even more people, more frequently, for a 
longer period of time! 

What could be worse?  Well, the latest flavor of Kool-
Aid is making its way down the coast.  It is a plan to 
force the elimination of natural gas service to homes 
and businesses.  Yeah, you got that right.  Just as we 
are contemplating the fate of having no electricity, our 
electeds are wanting us to go all electric!  That right 
there is a special kind of stupid!  What that means, in 
practical terms, is that in addition to losing the food in 
your refrigerator, you won’t be able to cook the food in 
your pantry either!  That is, if you have any food left to 
cook in the first place! 
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Federal Judge Blocks New California Law Forcing 
President Trump To Release Tax Returns   
By Katy Grimes 

which requires mandatory, public disclosure of finan-
cial and employment history of public officials and 
their immediate families. Judge England also ex-
pressed doubt about SB 27’s essentially ignoring the 
U.S. Constitution qualifications clause. 

Plaintiffs Attorneys and Judge England argued that 
candidates would have to navigate a “hodgepodge” of 
50 different sets of election rules, if in fact states were 
allowed to do so. 

Judge England also questioned the timing of the pas-
sage and signing of SB 27, and why it was done after 
President Trump was in office. Because the EIGA dis-
closure is due in May, he also wondered if California 
hadn’t moved its primary election up to March, would 
it still be an issue. The AG attorneys said it would not 
have mattered. 

Attorney Thomas McCarthy, representing President 
Trump and his campaign, said the requirement under 
SB 27 is a “severe burden” to all candidates, as well 
as those considering running for office. McCarthy not-
ed that former California Gov. Jerry Brown had vetoed 
a 2017 version of the same bill, calling it a bad prece-
dent. 

(Continued on page 16) 
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   Attorneys argued federal government has juris-

diction over requirements for candidates running 

for president 

In a win for President Trump, presidential candidates 
will not have to disclose their tax returns to appear on 
California’s March primary ballot, if a tentative federal 
court ruling is made final. 

United States District Judge Morrison C. England, Jr. 
on Thursday tentatively granted all five plaintiffs mo-
tions for preliminary injunction on SB 27, meaning 
presidential candidates will not have to disclose their 
tax returns to appear on California’s March primary 
ballot. 

Senate Bill 27  was passed by the California Legisla-
ture and recently signed into law by Gov. Gavin New-
som, aimed at forcing President Donald Trump to re-
lease five years of his tax returns if he wants to be on 
the state’s March 3, 2020 Primary Election Ballot. 

Five different plaintiffs’ lawyers, including President 
Trump’s lawyers, argued in the U.S. District Court in 
Sacramento Thursday that the new law was unconsti-
tutional because the requirements for candidates run-
ning for president are outlined in the U.S. Constitution, 
and therefore the jurisdiction of the federal govern-
ment. 

“The Act is not a good-faith attempt to educate voters, 
but is rather an unconstitutional attempt to force the 
policy assessment of the California State Legislature 
that candidates who do not disclose their personal tax 
returns are not fit to be President onto California vot-
ers,”  the Melendez et alia lawsuits states. “Senator 
Mike McGuire, one of the Act’s co-sponsors in the 
California Senate, has repeatedly confirmed that the 
Act was primarily intended as a political attack against 
President Trump. He recently stated, ‘We believe that 
President Trump, if he truly doesn’t have anything to 
hide, should step up and release his tax returns.’” 

Attorneys for the California Attorney General argued 
that states already have different requirements for pri-
mary elections, and California was within its legal right 
to add this requirement of presidential candidates. 

The judge asked attorneys to explain if California’s 
law is preempted by federal law. He and attorneys 
discussed the Ethics in Government Act (EIGA), 



Wildlands Produce Wildfires        

 By Andy Caldwell 

on a mapping project here that is known as the Con-
servation Blueprint.  The Conservation Blueprint is a 
project of the Conservation Biology Institute, whose 
chairman of the board just happens to be David 
Johns, the previously mentioned co-founder of the 
Wildlands Project!  

Speaking forthrightly, these environmental zealots are 
greedy!  Fifty-percent of our region is already con-
served in the form of the Los Padres Forest.  Much of 
the rest of the land is conserved voluntarily by our 
farmers and ranchers via the provision of the William-
son Act.   That is, our region is primarily undeveloped 
as it is, however, the efforts to eliminate human uses 
will have human, economic, and ecological conse-
quences.  The truth is, these radical conservation 
measures serve to limit housing and economic devel-
opment and such overwrought “protection” of the hab-
itat creates unlimited fuel for wildland fires.   

We must actively manage the wildlands, instead of 
the hands-off approach that has served to expose hu-
mans and the environment to continuous cycles of 
devastating conflagrations.  For, there is no getting 
around the point that wildlands facilitate wildfires en-
dangering the lives of firefighters, residents and the 
wild kingdom!  Moreover, the hands-off approach isn’t 
good for nature either in the long run as overgrown 
habitat weakens trees and it diminishes foraging are-
as. And, these fires, which are as much policy-driven 
as they are wind-driven, well, they burn so hot it steri-
lizes the ground, meaning nothing can grow there for 
years to come.  

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press 
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   Years ago, I was doing some research on some of 

the “usual suspects” in our region having to do with 
their antipathies for agriculture, housing and indus-
try.  It was then that I stumbled across “The Wildlands 
Project”.  The Wildlands project was the brain child of 
Dave Foreman, who started Earth First, one of the 
most radical environmental organizations in the world, 
and another guy named David Johns, who is a profes-
sor in the school of government at Portland State Uni-
versity (more on him later). 

The goal of the Wildlands Project was to create a map 
of “conservation areas” that stretched from Alaska to 
Central America.  Using the endangered species act 
and other mechanisms, the plan was to eliminate, as 
much as possible, the human footprint within these 
areas, thereby leaving them “wild”.  What that means 
in practical terms is that the project proponents sought 
to  prohibit housing, farming, ranching, recreation, 
mining, logging and any other uses they could think 
of!   

The project area stretched from Alaska to Central 
America and it was divided into zones.  Our Central 
Coast area zone was dubbed “The Conception Coast 
Project”.  When former Congresswoman Lois Capps 
proposed a national seashore stretching from Isla 
Vista to Point Sal, the map of the project was fur-
nished by the Conception Coast Project!  The desig-
nation of a national seashore would have created a 
federal overlay of the area, including the Gaviota 
Coast, VAFB and numerous farms and ranches.  Had 
it been established, it would have been a giant leap 
forward towards the goal of setting this land off limits 
to many different types of development and uses. 

Just recently, the Ventura County Board of Supervi-
sors has taken their own giant leap forward towards 
the goal of creating wildlands by way of adopting what 
they call the Habitat Connectivity and Wildlife Corridor 
Overlay Zone which, in one fell swoop, laid hold of 
163,000 acres of land, severely limiting the security, 
usage, fire protection and value of private properties, 
throughout the region.  

Years ago, COLAB defeated an early version of a 
wildlands-type ordinance here in Santa Barbara 
County called the Resource Protection Ordi-
nance.  Unfortunately, we are hearing rumors that the 
proponents of rewilding are attempting to make a 
comeback.  They have been working surreptitiously 



Deconstructing The World In The Name Of Progress!                         

By Andy Caldwell 

countries who alone generate upwards of 60% of the 
world’s ghg emissions, have no plans whatsoever to 
take a giant step backwards in terms of raising the 
quality of life for their citizens, in order to comply.  For 
instance, the UN is calling for the accelerated closure 
of coal plants while China is building coal plants with 
abandon! 

What is worse?  Billions of people are living in food 
insecurity, not knowing where their next meal is com-
ing from, as they still depend on antiquated subsist-
ence farming methods.  To make matters worse, the 
UN would have countries like the US shift away from 
our highly productive and efficient agricultural meth-
ods that have served to feed much of the rest of the 
world.  This has to do with the fact that modern agri-
culture is dependent upon the use of fossil fuels and 
its byproducts, including drip lines made from plastic, 
which by the way, also serve to conserve water re-
sources. 

Relatedly, while much of the world is still living in a 
lean-to with a dirt floor, the UN wants to eliminate the 
use of steel and cement!  Why?  Because you can’t 
produce either steel or cement without emitting green-
house gases!  Of course, that leaves the greens in a 
quandary, doesn’t it?  After all, they can’t build wind 
turbines without steel and cement!  For instance, the 
proposed wind turbine project in Lompoc includes the 
construction of 32 steel turbines that weigh up to four 
hundred tons each, and each one which will require a 
substantial concrete foundation! 

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press  
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    The notion that the average temperature of the 

earth is rising due to carbon emissions is ridiculous on 
its face, because there is no such thing as an average 
global temperature reading.  Think about it.  If you 
“average” the extreme cold temperatures at the poles 
along with the warm temperatures at the equator, at 
any given moment every other temperature reading 
will be somewhere in between, implying a difference 
without a distinction!  One of my radio guests said it 
best, that you might as well take a phone book and 
calculate the average telephone number!  The bottom 
line?  Temperatures have been hitting record highs 
and lows for millennia!  And, truth be told, genuine 
and relevant climate change is measured on a geo-
logic scale that covers, at a minimum, temperature 
variations of thousands of years at a time, not to men-
tion eons!  

Regardless, the United Nations is hosting a climate 
action summit in New York this week.  The secretary 
general of the UN will be calling on countries to move 
beyond mitigation, that is reducing emissions by way 
of offsets.  Moreover, the UN wants proof that an en-
tire “transformation” of the world’s economy is taking 
place that includes changing priorities for finance, en-
ergy, industry, agriculture, and infrastructure. The UN 
is, of course, most interested in redistributing wealth 
by way of limiting the production capacity and energy 
uses of first-world countries in order to transfer the 
same to third-world countries.  

Of course, the UN’s call for this radical transformation 
doesn’t pass the laugh-out-loud test if you consider 
the fact that China, India and Pakistan, the three 



A Glimmer Of Hope For California Taxpayers                       

By  Jon Coupal 

Legislature. Assembly Bill 142 doubles the existing $1 
car battery tax at the point of sale to $2. Two 
Republicans provided the critical votes for passage. 
The other tax was Senate Bill 96, which will impose a 
surcharge of up to 70 cents per month on your cell 
phone bill to pay for a new statewide 911 emergency 
service. 

Recent devastating disasters in Paradise, Sonoma/
Napa County and Montecito highlight the need for an 
upgrade. But the surcharge could result in revenue 
totaling $400 million annually, far more than the $175 

(Continued on page 15) 
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   California’s 2019 legislative session recently came 

to a merciful end. Despite the fact that the Legislature 
passed dozens of bills assaulting basic economic 
rights, it could have been far worse for taxpayers. 
Indeed, in remarkably good news, the most 
dangerous threat to Proposition 13 was defeated. 

Proposition 13 has been called the third rail of 
California politics. Touch it, and the electric shock 
risks ending your political career. However, few have 
been as virulent in their hatred of Proposition 13 as 
Asm. Cecilia Aguiar-Curry, D-Winters.  She 
introduced Assembly Constitutional Amendment 1, a 
bill to make it easier to raise taxes at the local level by 
lowering the vote needed to approve bonds and 
special taxes from two-thirds to just 55 percent. 

Typically, direct assaults on Prop. 13 fail to receive 
votes of the full Assembly or Senate because it is 
difficult for Democrats in marginal or suburban 
districts to support them. But, emboldened by the fact 
that Democrats have a supermajority in the Assembly, 
Aguiar-Curry attempted to muscle the bill through. 
ACA 1 received just 44 votes, ten votes shy of the 54 
needed for passage. Seventeen of 61 Democrats 
either opposed or abstained on the bill. 

While we are thankful that Proposition 13 remains 
intact, we are under no illusions that the battle is over. 
Aguiar-Curry has already publicly pledged that she 
intends to try again. 

The defeat of ACA 1 is not the only victory for 
taxpayers. Interestingly, a number of punishing tax-
hike proposals never came up for full legislative votes. 

These included Senate Constitutional Amendment 5, 
which would have lowered the vote required to pass 
local education parcel taxes from two-thirds to 55 
percent. Other proposals that didn’t make it to floor 
votes were taxes on handguns and ammunition, 
sweetened beverages, water from your tap, opioids, 
tires, and oil as it comes up out of the ground. 

Also not coming up for a vote were proposals for an 
estate tax in addition to the federal exaction, and a 
sales tax on previously exempt business-to-business 
services. All told, Californians were spared tens of 
billions of dollars in tax hikes because the proposals 
stalled early in the legislative process. 

Unfortunately, two taxes were passed by the 
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   I surely miss the comic strip “Calvin and 

Hobbes”!  One particular cartoon I saved featured 
Calvin stating that, “I am writing a fund-raising let-
ter.  The secret to getting donations is to depict every-
one who disagrees with you as the enemy.  Then you 
explain how they’re systematically working to destroy 
everything you hold dear.  It is a war of values!  Ra-
tional discussion is hopeless!  Our only hope is well-
funded antagonism, so we need your money to keep 
up the fight”. 

Hobbes responds, “How cynically unconstructive”. 

Calvin replies, “Enmity sells”. 

There you have the perfect synopsis of politics in 
America today.  Truth be told, both the left and the 
right can serve to promote such cynicism, albeit, I am 
of the opinion that the progressive movement has per-
fected the same as an art form, a religion and as a 
political strategy.   

Along those lines, Paul Krause, writing for American 
Thinker, wrote a piece titled “Antifa and the Collectiv-
ist Way of War” which had this to say:  “ We are told 
that there is a war on women. We are told that there is 
a war against minorities. We are told that there is a 
war on gays, lesbians, and the rest of the imaginary 
rainbow. We are told that there is a war on poor peo-
ple. We are told that there is a war on decency and 
civility. There is a war on everything, according to the 
Left. And they use this prop of war to front themselves 
as champions of the “new freedom” which is, in reali-
ty, a front for further collectivist control.”   

Krause goes on to say,  “The new liberal, who is a 
Bolshevik in all but name, fronts himself as a champi-
on of engineered liberty, which is to say he controls 
what freedoms the population will be allowed to 
have.  Collectivism thrives on war.  In fact, it needs 
war.  Collectivism demands the mobilization of people 
to advance its aims.  It is necessary for collectivists to 
always have an existential threat which allows for the 
perpetuation of mobilized society.” 

So, what happened to the principle of E Pluribis Unum 
and the phenomenon of the American melting 
pot?  Unfortunately, they were replaced by the cam-
paign for multiculturalism which gave birth to identity 
politics and the victim class. 

Daniel Greenfield, writing for Frontpage Magazine, 

argues all this came about by no accident, instead, it 
was the product of a cynical political strategy, that of 
identity politics, which promotes the politics of tribal-
ism.  That is, America has become a fractured country 
whose inhabitants now identify as members of warring 
tribes, fueled and fed by indoctrination involving toler-
ance, white privilege and racial consciousness.   

Our nation’s only hope?  An appeal to national unity 
based on our history and our common values, which 
the left would have us believe is a trick by the elites to 
protect the status quo of, you guessed it, white privi-
lege! 

The truth is, nationalism is healthy if it is promoted as 
a form of patriotism and loyalty to our country, and, it 
can serve as the antidote to the acrimony of division 
and the poison of racism, including false charges of 
racism, which the left likes to hurl every chance it 
gets.   

There is no denying that the left in America seeks to 
consolidate its power by way of dividing the body poli-
tic.  Morever, the most radical elements of the move-
ment would not only divide our country, they would 
eliminate it altogether.  “No borders, No walls, No 
USA at all” is the slogan that says it all.  Of course, 
they are rejecting not only our nation, but the con-
cepts, fruits and history of Western Civilization as a 
whole, despite the fact that nothing worthwhile is ca-
pable of replacing the same. 
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Singing The Praises Of Felons!                                      

By Andy Caldwell  

What we do know is that 64% of all federal arrests in 
2018 were illegal aliens.  Furthermore, as the 
Heritage Foundation has reported, other states are 
not employing the same don’t ask, don’t tell policy as 
it pertains to illegal alien felons in 
custody.  Information gathered from the feds and 
other state justice departments reveals that upwards 
of one million people in custody in America are illegal 
aliens and, on average, they have committed ten 
crimes each!  That means that upwards of ten million 
victims have been violated by people who have no 
right to be here, let alone the right to continue to 
commit crimes and stay in this country upon release.  

The activists at CAUSE are trying to whip up fear and 
hysteria in the immigrant community as it pertains to 
routine law enforcement activities.  Instead, they 
should be standing with law enforcement and 
encouraging policies which will remove these career 
illegal alien criminals from our community in order to 
protect us all. 

The final insult to injury?  Supervisors Das Williams, 
Joan Hartmann and Greg Hart expressed their 
concern that if illegal aliens are afraid of being 
deported, they won’t access all the freebies the 
taxpayers have to offer!  Nor will they be available to 
be counted in the census which determines, in part, 
how much taxpayer revenue will be shelled out to pay 
for the same!   For instance, did you know that 
upwards of two-thirds of all births in this county are 
paid for at taxpayer expense?  

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press 
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   Law enforcement should go; illegal alien felons 

should stay!  Make no mistake about it, that was the 
clear message conveyed by the organization known 
as CAUSE.  CAUSE was protesting the presence of 
ICE in Santa Barbara County holding up signs that 
said “ICE Out of Santa Barbara County” as they 
protested the deportation of 98 career criminal illegal 
aliens who were deported by ICE.  CAUSE wants safe 
harbor for these criminals.  After all, they have “paid 
their debt to society”.  

Ten of the 98 illegal aliens that were deported were 
the featured subject of a mandated report by the 
sheriff to the Board of Sups.  The ten perps committed 
crimes which included spousal battery, kidnapping, 
lewd and lascivious acts with a child under age 14, 
unlawful sexual intercourse with a child under 18, 
assault with a deadly weapon, robbery, and sexual 
battery.   

Some of these career criminals had been held 
previously in custody in our county numerous times, 
including one perp who had been arrested and held 
10 times!   Can you imagine the heartache and rage 
of a victim who realized the person who violated them 
could have, and should have been deported 9 crimes 
ago?  Or, how about a woman or a child who has 
been beaten time and time again only to have the 
attacker released back into our community yet 
another time? 

This is, unfortunately, just the tip of an 
iceberg!  Whereas, CAUSE wants to treat the 
criminals as if they are victims, and law enforcement 
as the villains, the fact is that most of the innumerable 
victims of these perpetrators are immigrants 
themselves!   

What makes matters worse?  Besides the fact that the 
state of CA has tied the hands of law enforcement 
from fully cooperating with ICE, California has 
reduced a number of criminal acts from felony to 
misdemeanor status, meaning that ICE won’t be 
notified about the majority of these career criminals 
being held here.  That is because they will never be 
finger printed and booked into jail in the first 
place!  What that means is we don’t know how many 
illegal aliens are in our jails and prisons because the 
state of California doesn’t want you to know via a 
demented don’t ask, don’t tell policy!   

Walker Wilson & Hughen, 

CPA’s  
Tax Preparation and Planning, Trusts 

and Estate Planning  

1201 E. Ocean Ave. Lompoc, CA. 

805-736-7534 



Persecution Without Representation                                     

By Andy Caldwell 

battle had to do with taxation without 
representation.  In Hong Kong, the protestors know 
what they are facing is persecution without 
representation, that is, business as usual in socialist 
and communist countries!  

The lesson lost on America’s deluded socialists?  As 
Tom Sauer reports in Human Events, “Anyone, 
whether inside Hong Kong or out, who thinks there’s 
any real possibility that Beijing will listen and bend to 
the will of Hong Kong’s people doesn’t understand 
how power works in totalitarian dictatorships...dissent 
will not be tolerated and there are tens of millions of 
bodies to prove it.  The only real option for the 
protestors at the moment are capitulation, prison or 
death.  Facing the most murderous regime in human 
history, there is simply no way out for the protestors 
and China understands this well.”  

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press 
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    I have never understood why Britain ceded Hong 

Kong back to China in light of the fact that the people 
there would be bound to lose their freedom.  This 
crisis, therefore, is Britain’s doing and it alone bears 
responsibility for having negotiated the treaty that has 
now been illicitly deemed irrelevant. 

Having said that, this is one time I wished Trump 
would tweet with abandon!  In addition to lending 
moral support to the protestors and encouraging 
people the world over to boycott doing business with 
China, the president could use this moment to 
challenge America’s so-called socialist democrats and 
the domestic terrorists who call themselves Antifa, to 
acknowledge the incontrovertible conflicts between 
democracy and socialism.   

The young people in Hong Kong are waving American 
flags and singing our national anthem because they 
know that America has set the standard in this world 
for freedom and liberty, sans any concerns about our 
country being steeped in alleged white privilege.  That 
is, the freedom and liberty that America stands for 
shines bright to peoples of all nations, races, religions 
and ethnic groups.  The Hong Kong protestors, unlike 
our snowflake generation, respect the fact that 
America has been the world’s beacon of life, light and 
liberty that has inspired millions of people the world 
over to be set free from socialism, communism and 
various other forms of tyranny. 

The protestors in Hong Kong fear losing what 
Americans take for granted.  That is, the protestors 
are demonstrating against the loss of freedom in 
general, including the loss of free speech, the 
freedom to assemble, the right to be considered 
innocent until proven guilty, and the right to a fair 
trail.  Protestors are already being attacked 
mercilessly as they are whisked away in secret to 
meet their fate, most likely to never be seen or heard 
from again. 

Our founding fathers were much like these Hong 
Kong protestors with one key difference: our founding 
fathers never gave up their right to bear arms, while 
the Hong Kong protestors have no means by which to 
protect themselves or advance their cause.  In both 
instances, however, a relatively small and weak group 
of patriots is standing up against one of the most 
powerful countries in the world.  Our founding father’s 
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   The democratic party has a long history of pre-

senting people and interest groups as victims in order 
to exploit them for political gain.  Accordingly, after 
Obama was elected, the dems nevertheless needed 
to keep alive the narrative that America was a racist 
country lest they lose the black voting block and 
thereby perish as a party.  

Consequently, they have juiced this narrative ad infini-
tum as they have sought to portray President Trump 
as a white nationalist, along with the new narrative 
that America’s real start came in 1619 when the first 
slaves arrived, thereby promoting the false charge 
that each and every institution in America continues 
as it began- steeped in racism and white privilege.   

However unfortunate is it, that in the 1600's, the ma-
jority of the slaves shipped to the New World, were lily
-white Irish slaves!  What’s more, the average Ameri-
can is ignorant of the fact that in 1619 you would be 
hard-pressed to find a place in the world that didn’t 
have slaves!  There was slavery on each and every 
continent.  In some places, such as Central America, 
the slaves were not just used for labor but for human 
sacrifice.  What could be worse?  In other places, the 
slaves eventually ended up on the menu!  Truth be 
told, if it weren’t for Western Civilization and Christian 
leaders such as William Wilberforce, the slave trade 
might have gone on for decades, if not centuries long-
er, in the Western hemisphere.   

Of course, outside of the West, to this day, slavery still 
does exist as an institution, albeit we call it by different 
names.  The caste system is a form of slavery.  The 
“tradition” of bachi boys in Afghanistan also comes to 
mind.  The girls who were kidnapped by Boko Haram, 
in order to become brides, are slaves.  Nowadays, we 
use the term “human trafficking” to denote various 
forms of slavery, but in most cases, that is a distinc-
tion without a difference.  Yet, the left would pretend 
that white people in America alone invented and have 
a monopoly on racism? 

Closer to home?  My own father was a slave during 
World War Two.  After surviving the Bataan Death 
March and the hell ship transport to China, he was 
forced to work in a factory in Mukden.  After that, he 
and his fellow Americans were shipped off to Japan to 

Slaves Everywhere- Then And Now!                    

By Andy Caldwell 

work in a lead mine for the Mitsui corporation.  Just for 
the record, our family never received reparations. 

I am not alone in my opinion that Barack Obama won 
his first presidential election, in part, because America 
wanted to elect a black president, in order to put our 
past behind us.  Unfortunately, President Obama in-
stead served to resurrect the ghosts of racial divide in 
this country.  Specifically, with the help of Eric Holder, 
Obama’s attorney general, these two black men who, 
despite having risen to the highest offices in the land, 
stoked the fires of racial divide even in those instanc-
es when the narrative was completely contrived.   In-
stead of giving us hope and change, they gave us the 
lie that nothing had changed. 

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press 



Progressivism Without Guard Rails                           

By Steven Greenhut 

Page 11  Volume 7  Issue 1 0  COLAB Magazine  

   California’s Legislature embraces far-ranging 

measures that will disrupt the gig economy, de-
press housing markets, and destroy school      

discipline 

The last week of the legislative session always is a 
wild ride, but this year’s proceedings take on an ur-
gency that we haven’t seen in the past several years 
given the stridently more progressive tilt of the state 
government. 

It’s reminiscent of my favorite scene from Seinfeld, 
when George Costanza pretends he’s signing papers 
on a house in the Hamptons. He vows to drive to the 
new house with the parents of his late fiancée, who 
know there is no such house. “All right, you wanna get 
nuts? Come on,” he says as they jump in the car. 
“Let’s get nuts!” 

Boy, is California getting nuts. 

On Wednesday, the Legislature passed Assembly Bill 
5, which poses an existential threat to the very gig 
economy that Democrats tout as the heart and soul of 
California’s economy. It’s a union-crafted disaster that 
codifies the state Supreme Court’s Dynamex deci-
sion from last year. In that bout of judicial activism, 
justices imposed an “ABC Test” for companies that 
want to use contractors or freelancers as their work-
force. 

Those companies can only use contractors if the 
worker a) doesn’t take direction from the company; b) 
is involved in work that is not related to the company’s 
core mission; and c) has established some sort of in-
dependent operation, such as an LLC. In other words, 
Uber and Lyft can hire an independent contractor to, 
say, do some electrical work in their headquarters or 
repair their vehicles, but not to work as drivers. 
There’s no way around that test. 

Professional and trade groups with the most political 
clout have been able to carve out exemptions for their 
particular industries. It won’t apply to doctors, insur-
ance agents, tow-truck drivers, Realtors, et cetera. 
But some old-line companies haven’t been able to 
carve out exemptions. That includes newspapers, 
which rely on contractors to deliver the papers 
(although they secured a last-minute delay in imple-

mentation). Most significantly, it doesn’t exempt gig-
economy transportation network companies. 

That means labor costs for new-economy businesses 
will soar 20 percent or more. A recent Beacon Eco-
nomics study found that Lyft alone will need 300,000 
fewer drivers under certain plausible scenarios. As I 

(Continued on page 14) 
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About Those Minimum Wage Sob Stories     

By Andy Caldwell 

minimum wage, especially in poorer communi-
ties.  Why?  Because minimum wage hikes don’t just 
affect the bottom-wage earners, as everyone else in 
the company will demand that their wages go up pro-
portionately.  That is, somebody making, for instance, 
three dollars more per hour than the minimum wage 
now, will demand their hourly rate stay three dollars 
above the new minimum wage.  Hence, a higher mini-
mum wage means struggling employers have to be 
able to withstand subsequently higher costs all the 
way up the food chain. 

Another serious problem is that the higher the mini-
mum wage, the greater the inducement for business-
es to save money by automating, thereby eliminating 
minimum-wage jobs!  For instance, the kiosk at 
McDonald’s doesn’t incur the costs associated with 
overtime, lunch breaks, vacation, health care, social 
security, Medicare, and worker’s compensation. 

The debate about minimum wage hikes is akin to 
stepping over a dollar to pick up a penny!  That is, 
there are an estimated seven million great paying jobs 
($50,000 per year) waiting to be filled.  As Ms. Parker 
reported, by addressing a skills gap, America will 
solve the problem of the wage gap.  We must focus 
our efforts on training low-wage workers to qualify for 
these jobs.  One place to start is restoring and funding 
vocational training in our nation’s high schools and 
community colleges. 

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press  
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  I recently interviewed Elaine Parker, a leader of the 

Jobs Creators Network, about the push, nationwide, 
for a $15 minimum wage.   Federal government ana-
lysts have determined this effort would create an un-
mitigated economic disaster resulting in the loss of up 
to 3.7 million jobs.  Accordingly, a government-
mandated minimum wage should be left up to the 
states, as they best understand their particular cir-
cumstances, including variations in the cost of living, 
which varies even within a state.  

There is no doubt that living on anything less than $15 
per hour is virtually impossible in a place like Santa 
Barbara, because nearly everything costs more here 
than it does elsewhere including housing, fuel, and 
utilities.  Of course, many of these costs are a function 
of political decisions, but instead of admitting the 
same, progressives like to double down and say they 
are addressing the situation by way of mandating a 
“living wage”.  However, raising the minimum wage 
doesn’t really solve the underlying problem, instead it 
makes it worse, because all businesses have no 
choice but to pass on the increased labor costs to 
their customers, meaning the cost of everything con-
tinues to go up.  What we really need are higher pay-
ing jobs that are a function of the free market. 

The biggest lie out there is that a minimum wage 
needs to be a “living wage”, i.e. a wage that sustains 
the average working adult.  The truth of the matter is 
that minimum wage jobs are typically filled by people 
who have extremely limited skills and experi-
ence.  These workers are expected to, and free to, 
move up or move on after gaining the skills and expe-
rience to get a better paying job.   

So, when I hear some sob story about a person who 
can’t pay their bills because they have been stuck 
working at a minimum wage job for several years, 
well, I don’t blame the “greedy” employer.  Like most 
people, I moved beyond the minimum wage at age 
16!  Absent exigent circumstances, such as a depres-
sion, I put the burden on the employee to find a better 
job!  

Small businesses employ the majority of Ameri-
cans.  Most of these business owners are not wealthy 
as they earn slim profit margins of 3-5%, themselves 
earning but a modest income for the hours they work 
and in return for the risk incurred by way of owning a 
business.  These businesses can’t withstand a $15 
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   Our state is going to be in big trouble, thanks to 

California politicians and activists quadrupling down 
on stupid.   

The first thing Sacramento did is set up Diablo Can-
yon Nuclear Power Plant for closure by way of insist-
ing that PG&E cool the water that cools the reactor 
down before releasing it back to the ocean.  This 
mandate constitutes a nearly impossible task and it 
would have cost billions of dollars. 

The second attack involved blowing apart the fran-
chise model of the utility sector which allowed the utili-
ties to spread costs and risk among tens of millions of 
residents and businesses.  At the same time, they de-
molished the vertical integration of the utilities serving 
to strand their assets.  That is, the state allowed local 
communities to form their own energy coop and the 
coops refuse to buy energy that had been developed 
to serve these very same communities. This will result 
in the balkanization of our energy supplies, something 
the Public Utilities Commission has described as en-
ergy disintegration.  

The third attack has to do with holding the utilities ac-
countable for all the costs associated with the devas-
tating fires and related catastrophes throughout the 
state irrespective of the role of the state and federal 
governments, and environmental advocacy groups, 
who did nothing to manage, let alone, serve to reduce 
fuel loads. 

The final blow?  The plan to decarbonize Califor-
nia.  Specifically, the powers that be are waging war 
on the oil and gas industry as it pertains to both pro-
duction and consumption.  That is, the state and local 
governments are doing everything within their power 
to prevent oil and gas operations from producing and 
transporting the energy we need and rely on each and 
every day, including for the production of electrici-
ty.  At the same time, there are two moves afoot to 
prevent the use of natural gas as a fuel source for 
both residences and businesses.  The first move is to 
prohibit natural gas hookups in new construction.  The 
second is to require all homes and businesses to 
eliminate the use of natural gas while requiring all ap-
pliances to be replaced with electric appliances. 

Complicating matters further, while the state is in the 
process of mandating that electricity should be the 
only power source available for all intents and purpos-

es, the utilities are planning to shut off our power dur-
ing red flag warning episodes because they can’t af-
ford footing 100% of the liability for future wild-
fires.  Moreover, the utilities are facing bankruptcy be-
cause their shareholders can’t afford the liability expo-
sure of these recent catastrophes.   

All of these things taken together means that taxpay-
ers and ratepayers, who are one and the same, mind 
you, will be left holding the bag.  Lost in all this?  Any 
sort of plan to deal with the consequences of all of the 
above.  Even the state’s Public Utility Commission 
has admitted there is no plan going forward!   

With respect to the goal to decarbonize California, this 
is nothing more than virtue-signaling in a sensory 
deprivation booth that doubles as an echo cham-
ber.  California does not and never will produce all the 
energy it consumes.  It relies not only on imported oil 
and gas, but electricity that is produced and shared 
among 11 Western states and Canada.  All these 
watts go into the same pool and some of them are still 
being produced by coal and natural gas.  Further-
more, the one thing the greens won’t produce is a 
map that will detail how much farmland that will need 
to be sacrificed on the altar of wind and energy 
farms.  Neither will they do the math to demonstrate 
where we can build  3.5 million new homes, via state 
mandate, and still have land left over for wind and so-
lar.  

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press  
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argued in the Orange County Register, “The study con-
firms what other studies have pointed out: The over-
whelming number of drivers (95 percent, in this survey) 
say their flexible work schedules are ‘extremely im-
portant’ or ‘very important.’ ” In order to help workers, 
Democrats may destroy their jobs — or their flexibility. 

If it is signed into law as expected, the only recourse — 
other than getting prepared to give up (or pay far more 
for) ride-sharing and home-delivery services — is for Ub-
er, Lyft, and DoorDash to follow through with their plans 
to spend $90 million on a referendum to overturn it. 

Speaking of crazy, the Legislature passed a bill that will 
provide a form of statewide rent control. Assembly Bill 
1482 is pitched as an anti-rent-gouging measure, but it is 
de facto rent control. It would cap rent increases (on 
homes 15 years or older) at 5 percent a year plus infla-
tion in cities that don’t already have rent-control provi-
sions. It also requires evictions to have a “just cause.” 
The governor recently announced his support for it. 

Aside from pushing localities to permit more high-density 
housing and boosting taxpayer funding for low-income 
housing projects, the state has ignored the real causes 
of California’s ongoing housing crisis. Local governments 
impose ridiculous permitting costs on housing construc-
tion. Reports suggest that 40 percent of the price of a 
new home may be attributed to regulations and fees. The 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) delays pro-
jects, often for decades, because it makes it so easy for 
opponents to file lawsuits to stop them. 

Instead of addressing the supply problem, California’s 
progressives are embracing an approach that will de-
press supply. Rent control has been a nightmare wher-
ever it has been tried, because it discourages new build-
ing, encourages landlords to exit the business and ne-
glect maintenance, and entices developers to convert 
buildings into condos. As the Swedish economist Assar 
Lindbeck famously wrote, “In many cases rent control 
appears to be the most efficient technique presently 
known to destroy a city — except for bombing.” 

And for a real sense of this year’s legislative priorities, 
consider Senate Bill 419, which the governor already 
signed into law. It forbids public and charter schools from 
suspending students (through eighth grade) for willfully 
defying school authorities. 

(Continued from page 11) “An overwhelming body of research confirms that 
suspending students at any age fails to improve 
student behavior and greatly increases the likeli-
hood that the student will fail, be pushed out of 
school, and/or have contact with the juvenile jus-
tice system,” according to the bill’s author, Sen. 
Nancy Skinner (D-Berkeley). Perhaps that’s so, 
but what about the students who remain in the 
classroom and are trying to, you know, actually 
learn something while these other students dis-
rupt things? 

California’s public schools already are a mess, 
thanks largely to union work rules that make it 
impossible to get rid of poor-performing teachers 
or embrace meaningful educational reforms. This 
approach — as well as the Legislature’s ongoing 
attacks on charter schools — will make things 
worse. 

This week’s wild ride surely is a precursor to 
even scarier times ahead.  

Steven Greenhut is a senior fellow and Western 
region director for the R Street Institute 
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million of one-time funds needed to replace the system. 
This tax hike is yet another example of California’s 
misplaced 

priorities because funding public safety should always 
have the first call on general fund revenue without the 
need to raise taxes. 

Why were several Democrats reluctant to jump on the 
tax hike train? Two reasons stand out.  The first was the 
recall of Josh Newman, the state senator who was 
removed from office following his votes on the gas tax, 
cap-and-trade, and single-payer health care. Second, the 
abysmal failure of Measure EE, a large parcel tax 
proposal by Los Angeles Unified, has caused politicians 
to rethink California’s appetite for higher taxes. 

What remains clear is that no matter how large the 
supermajority, it is still possible to fight for taxpayers, and 
when the public is informed about what its government is 
doing, it‘s the taxpayers who come out on the winning 
side. 

Jon Coupal is president of the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers 
Association. 

(Continued from page 6) 
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California Gov. Jerry Brown vetoed the 2017 previous 
bill, SB 149, acknowledging that passage of this bill 
would have set a dangerous precedent for potential 
partisan mischief, creating “an ever-escalating set of 
different state requirements for presidential candi-
dates.” Brown also said it “may be unconstitutional” to 
require President Trump and future presidential candi-
dates to disclose their income tax returns in advance 
of the 2020 presidential election. “Today we require 
tax returns, but what would be next?” Brown wrote in 
his veto message. “Five years of health records? A 
certified birth certificate? High school report cards? 
And will these requirements vary depending on which 
political party is in power?” 

Judge England noted that former Gov. Jerry Brown 
also did not publicly disclose his tax information as a 
Presidential or Gubernatorial candidate. 

Precedents for Declining to Disclose 

State AG Attorneys said Trump was the motivation for 
the bill because he broke decades of “tradition” of 
handing over tax returns. Judge England said he re-
membered Richard Nixon, Gerald Ford, Jerry Brown 
and even Ralph Nader did not disclose their personal 
tax returns when they ran for President. 

The attorneys from the Attorney General’s office said, 
“None of the other candidates were serious contend-
ers.” 

The judge interrupted them saying that the candidates 
he named were indeed serious contenders, and noted 
that Jerry Brown, who ran for President three times, 
was considered a serious contender in 1992. 

“We’ve come around to the real issue,” Judge Eng-
land said, “President Trump did not disclose his tax 
returns.” 

President Trump’s attorneys specifically addressed 
the 2017 veto from Brown, as well as the California 
Legislative Counsel’s warning to the Legislature that 
the bill was unconstitutional. The State AG attorneys 
said because the warning was for the 2017 bill, it was 
not part of the current legislative history and therefore 
irrelevant. 

Notably, attorney McCarthy said tax returns are in-

(Continued from page 3) tensely private documents, which may have detailed 
information about the taxpayer’s family, health, and 
other personal issues. “A violation of that privacy is 
harmful,” McCarthy said. 

Attorney Harmeet Dhillon representing the California 
Republican Party, Republican National Committee, 
Assemblywoman Melissa Melendez (R-Lake Elsinore), 
and several additional voters, warned that the down-
ticket candidates would be impacted by keeping this 
president off of the Primary Election ballot. “To not 
have our standard bearers to not appear on the top of 
the ballot will have more Democrats on the ballot,” 
Dhillon told the Globe. “This ruling will allow California 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Republicans to be more confident their candidates are on the ballot.” 

Attorney McCarthy said the EIGA requirement of disclosure is preemption of state law and dictates that this is 
all this president and other candidates must adhere to. Preemption supersedes – it means what it means. 

Judge England issued a tentative ruling granting preliminary injunction in favor of plaintiffs (all five). He told 
both sides they could prepare their appeals for the appellate court. The judge will issue his written decision by 
October 1, 2019. 

Lawyers after the hearing said to expect the judge to focus on the qualifications clause, ethics and accountabil-
ity, as well as EIGA. 

The state AG attorneys are expected to appeal the decision. Attorneys for President Trump, and other Republi-
cans and voters said they will stand with Judge England’s ruling. 

“Today was a clear victory for the First Amendment, the rule of law, and for all citizens who want to cast their 
vote for the qualified presidential candidate of their choice without malicious interference from state legislatures 
such as California’s that are so obsessed with President Trump that if they can’t beat him fair and square, 
they’ll cheat to keep him off the ballot, even at the expense of disenfranchising millions of Americans,” Attorney 
Harmeet Dhillon said following the hearing. “California is sure to waste more taxpayer dollars appealing this 
very sensible ruling, but for today, the Constitution and President Trump won.” 

The Legal Challenges to SB 27: 

Melendez v. Newsom 

Donald J. Trump for President, Inc. v. Padilla 

Patterson v. Padilla 

Griffin v. Padilla 

Koenig v. Newsom 

Lykins v. Padilla 

De La Fuente v. Padilla 
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