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Henry The First!  
By Andy Caldwell 

   I am Henry the first, I am!  The first chancellor, that is, in the UC system to call for 

divestment in fossil fuels!  After a three-day sit-in, Henry the First (aka UCSB’s Henry 
Yang) caved to student demands to lobby the UC system to no longer invest their pen-
sion funds in fossil fuels.   

No surprise here that the leader of a public university that is losing money, hand over 
fist, would miss the opportunity for a teachable moment to the same students who have 
been protesting tuition and fee increases!  This is, of course, the same university system 
that took what is called a pension holiday for twenty years.  What does that 
mean?  Well, several years ago, the bevy of Ph.D. scholars who run the UC system fig-
ured that the stock market was going so strong that nobody, I mean nobody, neither the 
faculty members themselves or the state of CA, needed to invest any more money into 
the portfolio!  The result?  The UC system suffered a $20 billion pension shortfall!   

Oh, and did I mention that UC professors can retire at age 50, just like people engaged 
in deadly, arduous professions, like soldiers, cops and firefighters?  These are the rea-
sons the UC system has been hiking up tuition fees!  Well, that, plus the $175 million 
the state auditor’s office discovered UC President Janet Napolitano was hiding off the 
books.  But, hey Henry the First, don’t be the first to tell students that! 

Another reason the UC system is broke has to do with the historic means by which capi-
tal projects were financed.  You guessed it.  Back in the day, when leaders of academic 
institutions respected financial realities, they were grateful for the oil industry’s presence 
in our coastal waters.  For, the fact of the matter is, the oil in our coastal waters belongs 
to the taxpayers and the state legislature devoted 100% of these revenues to the UC 
system in order to build our campuses. 

This reminds me of the time Mobil Oil offered UCSB an extra cut of the royalties, to the 
tune of tens of millions of dollars, to use some campus property for the Clearview Pro-
ject.  The university turned them down in a not-so-gracious manner.  And, why 
not?  They can always ask the students, the parents and the taxpayers for the money to 
make up the difference! 

Perhaps, Henry the First, didn’t use this as a teachable moment because he didn’t want 
to contradict his faculty member who teaches that we must end capitalism to save the 
planet from global warming?  As this professor figures, capitalism is based on consum-
erism, and consumerism is driving the industrial production which emits greenhouse 
gases.  In some ways the professor is right, however, what alternative to consumerism 
and capitalism works in the real world?   

Ultimately, these egg-heads won’t have to pay for any bone-headed decision they 
make, you will!  That is, unless and until, alumni and foundations divest from UC Santa      
Barbara!   

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press 
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   When I was young, I was always told that if I got a 

college education, I would get a good job.  Whereas, 
that eventually turned out to be true, it wasn’t the 
whole truth!  

After giving up on becoming a cowboy, my next ambi-
tion growing up was to become a lawyer.  I ended up 
getting a degree in Social Sciences but along the way 
I decided against law school.  My degree, sans a J.D., 
wouldn’t open any doors for me.  I ended up getting a 
graveyard shift position at an agriculture related pro-
duction facility.  The tools of my trade were a grease 
gun, a shovel and a wheelbarrow.  After a few promo-
tions, I found myself making enough money in this 
blue-collar job that I couldn’t afford to leave to take an 
entry level white collar position!  

What I learned in the meantime is that a lot of people 
who work with their hands can make a decent living 
and that a college degree wasn’t all that it was 
cracked up to be!  At least degrees that don’t teach 
marketable skills nor are they in high demand.   In 
comparison, obtaining the education and training to 
be a welder, heavy equipment operator, auto techni-
cian, plumber, or an electrician can be the gateway to 
a middle-class income. 

The point here is that our education system is de-
signed to force our children towards a college educa-
tion.  But, a significant majority of the populace is not 
going to graduate from college and for that reason, we 
are doing a great disservice to most our youth.  In-
stead of preparing them for meaningful employment, 
we are setting them up for failure.  Some of the kids, 

who don’t want to sit through traditional classes on 
subjects they find irrelevant and uninteresting, end up 
dropping out!  They might otherwise thrive in a career 
tech class.   

The problem here in California is that much of our stu-
dent's time, energy and money is spent on college 
prep type classes and learning.  And, Jerry Brown is 
about to make things worse!  Whereas, the State of 
CA has in the past earmarked categorical funding for 
career tech programs in agriculture (e.g. Future Farm-
ers of America) and other areas including automotive, 
culinary and construction, Governor Jerry Brown has 
proposed eliminating these funds.  He wants to leave 
it up to local districts to fund these career tech pro-
grams with monies under local control.  Well, that 
leaves a lot to be desired because most education 
establishment technocrats are going to be hard-
pressed to meet their pension obligations and they 
are hopelessly predisposed to college prep education 
tracks. 

Fortunately, Assemblyman Jordan Cunningham has 
introduced AB445, a bill to permanently restore the 
categorical funding for these programs.  I hope that 
Assemblywoman Monique Limon and State Senator 
Hannah Beth Jackson will support this legisla-
tion.  Otherwise, we are in effect creating a permanent 
urban underclass with little to no chance of upward 
mobility because they don’t comport to our naive elitist 
meme that everybody can and should get a college 
education. 

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press 
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Reality Check: Public Officials Specialize In Fecklessness, 
Incompetence And Cowardice     

By Katy Grimes 

This fecklessness sounds eerily familiar, doesn’t it? 

At the Manchester concert bombing Monday evening, 
a mother warned police about a suspicious woman: 

A mother who was at the Ariana Grande concert with 
her daughter last night saw something and said some-
thing, but nothing was done about it.  Dawn Waddy 
told Sky News she saw a suspicious woman sitting by 
herself, “smirking” and “fidgeting” with her backpack. 
She said she reported her concerns to security per-
sonnel, but no action was taken and the woman was 
able to get up and leave shortly before the concert 
ended. 

Dawn Waddy and other Manchester concert-goers 
told reporters that no security checks were carried out 
as they entered the concert venue. “We walked 
through the doors when we had our tickets and they 
scan your tickets and we wasn’t even checked,” she 
said. 

U.S. Fecklessness Violating ‘To Serve and Pro-

tect’ 

We are seeing a terrifying trend in the U.S. of political-
ly correct and radical city mayors alike, ordering police 
to stand down, stand back, and avoid participating in 
the policing of very bad behaviors at public riots. In 
effect, they are under orders to not fulfill the police 
motto, “to serve and protect.” This is the result of labor 
unions taking precedence over the purpose of the job 
– any job – but especially public safety jobs. 

(Continued on page 18) 
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   Apparently feckless, neutered police are also im-

pacting the safety and security in the United Kingdom, 
and not just on California college campuses. The hor-
rific Manchester bombing at the Arianna Grande con-
cert Monday evening, which killed at least 22 and in-
jured more than 150, might have been prevented if 
politically correct fecklessness within government 
wasn’t so rampant. 

Adding to the fecklessness and poliics, London Mayor 
Sadiq Khan said terrorism is “part and parcel” of ur-
ban life. 

…Good to know given that I live in California, where 
our officials specialize in fecklessness, incompetence 
and cowardice. 

Remember, at the UC Berkeley riots following Donald 
Trump’s election, the uber-leftist Berkeley Mayor told 
local police to stand down so Conservatives could get 
pummeled? I reported on this in February: 

While riots, fights, violence, fires, and extensive prop-
erty destruction broke out at University of California 
Berkeley over the speaking invitation of Breitbart edi-
tor Milo Yiannopoulous, police were reported hiding 
inside buildings and on balconies, while rioters com-
mitted mayhem. 

Students there to attend Milo’s speech were attacked 
with rocks, pepper sprayed, and someone was beaten 
unconscious by the rioting thugs. 

“When asked why police didn’t move in and stop the 
rioters, UC Berkeley spokesperson Dan Mogulof curi-
ously said, ‘Police tactics are driven on a campus by 
need, the non-negotiable need to protect our students 
and ensure their well being,’” CBS SF Bay Ar-
ea reported. “University officials said police decided to 
stay back to prevent injuring innocent protesters and 
bystanders who could have been hurt if officers wad-
ed into the crowd.” 

Several sources reported a stand-down order was 
issued to UC police, just as had been done at UC Da-
vis three weeks earlier at another Milo event, which 
also turned violent. 

Apparently, anyone daring to show support for any 
aspiring politician who doesn’t have a “D” or a Com-
munist sickle after their name deserved to be beaten 
to a bloody pulp. 

http://news.sky.com/video/manchester-bombing-suspicious-woman-was-smirking-to-herself-10889976
http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2017/02/02/police-tactics-during-violent-uc-berkeley-protest-questioned/


Taxpayers And Welfare Workers Unite!                               

By Andy Caldwell 

employees get both Social Security and a union pen-
sion, both of which are funded by taxpayers?   Much 
has been said about the cost of pensions for cops and 
firefighters, however, they don’t qualify for Social Se-
curity.  Personally, I don’t begrudge what we pay our 
cops and firefighters and I support early retirement for 
the men and women who serve in these positions, but 
that is another story. 

The bottom line here is if the county were to make the 
social services department employees contractors on 
payroll, we could afford to give them the raises they 
want, create for them an additional 401k or IRA plan, 
and still save taxpayers hundreds of millions of dol-
lars. Why won’t the Supervisors consider this alterna-
tive?   

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press 

Page 4  Volume 5 Issue 6  COLAB Magazine  

  One of my jobs as the Executive Director of COLAB 

is to participate in the county budget hearings to the 
maximum extent possible.  We do so to remind the 
Board of Supervisors to consider the perspective of 
the citizenry, businesses, taxpayers, and fee payers 
during deliberations.  Additionally, because we have 
been around so long, we can serve to inform newer 
board members of things long forgotten.  Finally, we 
believe we have some pretty good ideas that would 
work better than the status quo. 

The best suggestion we gave the Board of Supervi-
sors this year is to privatize the gargantuan Social 
Services Department.  This behemoth has a budget of 
$160 million and at one time, it employed nearly 25% 
of the entire county workforce, some 900 work-
ers.  Now, the key to understanding our recommenda-
tion has to do with the fact that these employees are 
already defacto federal and state contractors on pay-
roll!  Although they are on the county payroll, 95% of 
their salary and benefit costs is passed through from 
the state and feds.  The county is only required to 
contribute a 5% match to ensure skin in the game.   

The problem is that while the county gets some reim-
bursement from the state and the feds to cover the 
employment costs associated with this work force, 
they do not receive any compensation for pension 
losses!  That is to say, a significant portion of the 
county’s $1 billion pension debt is attributable to the 
losses from investments made for these employees!  

Of course, the unions and their political minions on 
the board would rather have nothing to do with our 
suggestion to privatize this department because they 
are closed-minded, bought and paid for.  Yet, consid-
er the fact that this department is subject to a great 
deal of turnover, described as churn, due to the mo-
notonous requirements of the job and the relatively 
low pay compared to other departments.  Due to the 
high turnover rate, most of these employees won’t 
earn much in the way of a county pension because 
they will soon quit.  Moreover, the savings to local tax-
payers by eliminating the standard county retirement 
benefit to these employees would not leave them 
without a safety net because these employees also 
get Social Security! 

Personally, I have never figured out why some county 



Perfecting The Art Of Being Tone-deaf!                                

By Andy Caldwell 

late Congressman Walter Capps who, upon his elec-
tion, complained that Congress was comprised of too 
many males.  He said that after defeating Andrea 
Seastrand, the only woman to ever represent the 
Central Coast in the halls of Congress! 

Finally, Ms. Hixson revealed that the election of    
Donald Trump motivated her to run for office to de-
fend the arts.  The truth of the matter is that Donald 
Trump is not against art, but he has questioned the 
degree to which taxpayers should subsidize the 
arts.  I agree with the President.   

Those artists who can sell their art and make a living 
doing so, well, the more power to them!  However, 
those starving artists who Ms. Hixon wants to support 
with a government-subsidized house in Santa Barba-
ra, well, I have some news for you.  If you can’t get 
enough people to buy your work, then what you have 
there is a hobby, not a profession.  Go get a real job 
like the rest of us and support your hobby and your 
lifestyle with your own earnings!  That will likely re-
quire finding a cheaper place to live than Santa     
Barbara. 

Finally, let’s change the winner-take-all election pro-
cess to a runoff of the top two vote-getters.  Other-
wise, with so many candidates, the winner may only 
have support from 15-20% of the electorate!  That 
means, the few votes Ms. Hixon will get could become 
a difference-maker in who eventually gets elected!  
 
First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press 
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   I must admit, having read the News Press cover-

age announcing the candidacy of Maiza Hixon for 
Mayor of Santa Barbara, it is hard for me to take this 
woman seriously.  If you missed the story, Ms. Hixon 
is a curator of art for the City of Santa Barbra and the 
County.  It is her intention to make Santa Barbara an 
arts destination and to promote local artists’            
involvement in local politics, as she believes artists 
are without representation!  One of the ways she 
would  facilitate this participation and involvement is 
by way of using taxpayer dollars to create livable 
space for  artists! 

If that is not enough to make you wonder what planet 
Ms. Hixon recently arrived from, there is more!  She 
believes the best way to address the aggressive pan-
handling homeless problem on State Street is to play 
music to soothe the soul of these savage 
beasts!  Moreover, she would close State Street to 
cars, which means, there would be even more space 
for the homeless to occupy.  She also figures she 
would have the power to lower rents on State Street 
so that more businesses will relocate there and she 
believes that rent control will lower the cost of rents 
for residents (that never works).   

Perhaps my favorite tenet of her platform is getting 
more people of color in our government body and our 
art agencies.  Think about that for a moment!  Re-
garding more people of color in government, why isn’t 
she deferring to, and supporting, the other knee-jerk, 
Stepford-wife liberal in the race, Cathy Murillo?  Or, 
how about Angel Martinez?  This reminds me of the 



Help Wanted: Patriots!              

By Andy Caldwell 

with certain unalienable rights and that these rights 
came from God alone.  Furthermore, they declared 
that the only purpose of government was to secure 
these unalienable rights even if it cost them every-
thing they had.  The fact is, it did cost many of them 
exactly that! 

This day, I ask, will you refuse to step back when 
somebody needs to step forward?  Are you willing to 
hated, scorned and persecuted for speaking up and 
speaking the truth?  Will you risk your life, your honor, 
and your fortune to defend your divine rights and that 
of others?  Sadly, in this day of political correctness 
and overbearing government, most people won’t an-
swer this call. 

Currently, this challenge is no longer a hypothetical 
ideal, as is the case with the publishers of this paper 
and our speaker, whom we honored that night.  Wen-
dy McCaw and Arthur von Wiesenberger, celebrated 
patriots, and Mr. Horowitz, are the real deal.  What 
they stand for has brought them threats and dishonor, 
and it has cost them personally in ways we can only 
imagine.  It is high time we give honor to whom it is 
due and thank them for their sacrifice, their example, 
and the courage of their convictions.   

Andy Caldwell is the executive director of COLAB  
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    I had the honor of being an emcee at an event that 

honored the publishers of the News Press for their 
patriotism and which featured a keynote address by 
David Horowitz, a patriot in his own right.  My intro-
duction to the attendees had to do with the courage of 
convictions.   

My first illustration is fictional, and on the surface, it 
appears silly.  Nevertheless, it is perhaps the easiest 
to understand and the most relatable.  When I was 
young, I watched the Three Stooges every day.  In 
one episode, the Three Stooges were in the army and 
their sergeant asked for three volunteers for a very 
dangerous mission.  Well, every other soldier who 
was standing in the formation, except for Moe, Larry 
and Curly, took a giant step backwards!  That left the 
boys all alone, standing out from the crowd, as if they 
had volunteered.  The lesson learned was that some-
times courage is nothing more than not drawing back 
from a challenge when everyone else does!  

The eternal, non-fictional illustration of courage comes 
from the bible and the most misunderstood person in 
the history of the world, Jesus Christ!  There are many 
people, including misinformed Christians, who con-
stantly quote Jesus Christ as if he was the perfect il-
lustration of love, peace, mercy and grace, which of 
course he was.  However, that is not all that he 
was.  He also described himself as someone who 
came to bring division!  And, furthermore, he informed 
his followers that he was a hated man because he 
testified that the world was evil, and that the world 
would hate them too, because he was calling them to 
testify in a similar manner.  The lesson learned?  You 
can be kind, loving, and peaceful, but speaking truth 
to power will get you persecuted and even killed, no 
matter how much love is motivating you in the pro-
cess!  

My final illustration was that of our founding fathers 
who mutually pledged their lives, honor and fortunes 
to establish the independence of this nation and the 
freedom that much of mankind enjoys today because 
of their vision and sacrifice.  They were rebels, trai-
tors, and insurrectionists from the Crown’s point of 
view.  From the view of those who understood their 
genius and extreme sacrifice, they were the first men 
in history who declared that all men were endowed 
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Luring Cities Into The Gibson, Hill Swamp         

By  Mike Brown 

building dams, spreading basins, building pipelines, or 
enforcing rationing, then hold a funding vote based on 
the specific costs in an approved plan. 

Gibson and Hill contrived the specious presumption 
that all city residents and independent water district 
residents might be paying for SGMA planning through 
their monthly water bills. Since the County Water 
district is funded by a small sliver of the property tax 
paid by everyone, Hill and Gibson leaped to the 
proposition that that these largely urban dwellers 
would be double taxed. 

Gibson is now attempting to stir up the seven city 
councils to oppose inclusion of funding for SGMA 
planning for unincorporated areas that are not served 
by a water management district. These funds are 
included in the proposed draft 2017-18 annual budget. 

The fact is that the urban residents are paying for 

(Continued on page 19) 
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   Second District Supervisor Bruce Gibson has 

launched a stinky political swamp gas attack on the 
three-member board majority, supervisors Arnold, 
Compton and Peschong. Gibson sent a letter to the 
mayors of the county’s seven cities exhorting them to 
engage their respective city councils in an effort to 
disrupt the county’s 2017-18 fiscal year budget 
adoption process, which takes place on June 12 
through 14. 

As background, remember that voters – almost 80 
percent – of the unincorporated Paso Basin combined 
last year to defeat the formation of the ill-fated AB 
2453 water management district, bill that was 
vigorously supported by Supervisors Gibson and Hill. 

After the defeat, the Gibson and Hill promised 
retribution, suggesting that they would induce the 
State Department of Water Resources to take over 
the basin management and have it impose harsh 
regulations and steep fees on the errant overliers. It 
turned out that the state has no desire to manage 
local water basins, and that a locality (city or county) 
would have to willfully and flagrantly refuse to manage 
a basin for the state to actually take over. 

As a result, the two vindictive supervisors switched 
their strategy to a force play in which they would have 
the county compel unincorporated area residents, 
who do not reside within an existing or newly formed 
water management district, to tax themselves to pay 
the costs of the county managing their groundwater 
obligations under the State Groundwater 
Management Act of 2014 (SGMA). 

Hill and Gibson schemed that if the people refused to 
vote in a new tax, they could punish them by forcing 
them into the clutches of the state bureaucrats. 

Supervisors Arnold, Compton, and Peschong said, 
wait a minute, the county’s long existing flood control/
water district already has groundwater management 
authority and now has to comply with mandated and 
unfunded SGMA compliance requirements. Moreover, 
the county water district has been taxing 
unincorporated rural overliers for years and has 
provided them little or no benefit. They reasoned, let 
the district conduct and fund the planning (a two-year 
exercise) for meeting state SGMA requirements. If 
there are costs to implement the plans such as 
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   Several bills working their way through our state 

legislature are a direct attack upon common sense 
and science. 

SB179 redefines the words “male” and “female”, as it 
relates gender, and creates a new gender “non-
binary” in order to enable people to easily change 
their gender on documents, including birth certificates 
and driver’s licenses!  This is absolute folly!  The ad-
vocates associated with this movement of gender flu-
idity are badly mistaken having confused sexuality 
with gender.  Whereas, sexual desires and prefer-
ences are subjective, gender is fixed.  In other words, 
no matter who or what you have sex with, or how 
many body parts you add to or cut from your body, 
your DNA remains unchanged and so should your 
birth certificate!   

SB219 criminalizes specific behavior in nursing 
homes, including those facilities run by religious or-
ganizations, including eliminating prohibitions against 
sex among residents and visitors!  One goal of this bill 
is to prevent discrimination against gay, lesbian, bi-
sexual and transgender residents including referring 
to them by the wrong pronoun if they associate with a 
different gender than what is indicated on their medi-
cal charts!  There are so many concerns about this 
bill, I don’t know where to begin!  Regarding sexual 
activities in long term care facilities, the most obvious 
and disconcerting is, how do you prevent sexual 
abuse among the elderly if their mental faculties are 
impaired?  Are they truly capable of giving con-
sent?   More on that later. 

If you couple SB179 and SB219, how long before an 
emergency arises, let’s say, an unconscious patient is 
admitted to an ER, and the wrong meds and/or the 
wrong doses are given to the patient because the 
doctors are confused as to the biological gender iden-
tity? 

AB 569 and AB 888 comprise attacks on religious in-
stitutions, including churches and faith based 
schools.  AB 569 would prevent religious organiza-
tions from requiring employees to conform to codes of 
conduct that comport to the beliefs of the organiza-
tion.  These codes are designed to create integrity in 
these institutions.  In other words, they want their em-
ployees to practice what is preached!  AB 888, on the 

other hand, is trying to set up religious colleges and 
universities for the loss of funds by requiring them to 
report on student disciplinary actions arising from 
sex!   

AB 888, in the context of what is happening on secu-
lar college campuses, is quite amazing.  Thanks to 
the sexual revolutionaries of the 1960's, the pill and 
abortion on demand became the gateway to sex with-
out consequences.  The new millennia took things to 
the next level, engaging in the hook up culture, i.e. 
sex with virtual strangers, typically while inebriat-
ed.  To combat morning after regret and some cases 
of legitimate abuse, our legislature created consent 
laws which require college coeds to be stone cold so-
ber to give consent, as any contact with a woman who 
is inebriated is now considered sexual assault, even 
when she initiates the contact!   

I can only conclude our legislators don’t want Chris-
tian colleges and senile seniors to miss out on all this 
fun we are having! 

First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press 
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By Andy Caldwell  



Tell Us The Dead Man’s Tale                        

By Andy Caldwell  

To cover their failures and true crimes, and to derail 
the Trump administration, the democratic machine 
and their sycophants in the media have ignored Julian 
Assange’s testimony concerning Rich’s involvement in 
the leak and his subsequent murder.  Instead, with the 
help of the Obama administration, they used 
information on associates of Donald Trump, who were 
illicitly surveilled and illegally unmasked, in an attempt 
to create a trail of breadcrumbs between Trump and 
the Russians that had little, if anything at all, to do 
with the Clinton campaign.  They created causation 
despite there being no correlation.  Hence, after 
months and months of investigations, even Dianne 
Feinstein admits not a shred of evidence exists to 
prove that Trump conspired with the Russians to bring 
down Hillary Clinton. 

In the meantime, the one person, Brennan/Chelsea 
Manning, who was found guilty of leaking reams of 
sensitive data to Wikileaks, that put Americans and 
their allies in harm’s way, had his 35-year sentence 
commuted by President Obama after having served 
only seven years!  Go figure! 

Relatedly, the real national security threats America 
should be dealing with are being ignored as 
Washington is paralyzed with this fake crisis.  This 
would include North Korea’s madman, China’s assault 
on sovereigns in the Far East, Russia’s threats to 
Eastern Europe and its meddling in Syria, Iran’s 
nuclear ambitions, the resurgence of the Taliban in 
Afghanistan, our vulnerability to an EMP attack, our 
depleted military, and the list goes on and on.  
 
First Published in the Santa Barbara News Press 
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   If one were to believe the narrative threatening the 

ability of President Trump to govern effectively, then 
you must consider the private emails of democratic 
operatives involved in the Hillary Clinton presidential 
campaign as national secrets!  Of course, they are 
anything but.   

What Julian Assange and Wikileaks revealed to the 
public about the Clinton campaign was embarrassing 
and disturbing, but it had absolutely nothing to do with 
national security.  The contents of the emails were 
nothing more than private correspondence between 
operatives.  To make a federal case out of the 
hacking is a stretch, to claim the hack threatens 
national security is absurd. 

Nevertheless, to distract the American people from 
the contents of the emails, the dems concocted a 
theory that the Russians were responsible for the 
leaks and that the damage from the fallout cost Hillary 
Clinton the election.  This too is a stretch!   Hillary 
Clinton ran a poor campaign and most of the damage 
to her campaign came from her own colossal 
incompetence and illegal handling of bonafide, 
genuine national security secrets on a private 
server.  Why aren’t we still discussing that?  There is 
little doubt that this server was hacked by foreign intel 
not to mention the files which ended up on Anthony 
Weiner’s computer!  Plus, Hillary was expressly 
denied permission to store top secret information on 
the several blackberry devices and laptops which she 
subsequently lost!   

Clinton should be prosecuted for all that, along with 
her pay to play bribery machine that traded favors 
from the State department in exchange for hundreds 
of millions in donations to the Clinton Foundation, but 
no!  Instead our attention on these true crimes have 
been diverted with great sleight of hand and malice 
aforethought.  Here is what I believe really happened 
and why the witch hunt for connections between the 
Trump campaign and Russia is a deadly diversionary 
waste of time, energy and money.   

Seth Rich, who worked for the Democratic National 
Committee, became aware of widespread corruption 
in the Clinton campaign.  He became the source of 
the Wikileaks data dump involving the Clinton 
campaign.  For that, most likely, he was beaten and 
murdered, execution style.   



The Business Of Government                        

By Andy Caldwell 

To make things worse, the California Franchise Tax 
Board is now considering creating a state tax on 
commercial space launches from VAFB!  The board 
audaciously claims that the creation of these taxes will 
give entrepreneurs the confidence that once their 
business is ready to take off, California’s tax code will 
be ready to handle them!  This reminds me of the 
promise from the California legislature that if the feds 
drop the death tax, California will replace it with their 
own, as if that is a good thing.  Only in California 
would the government pretend that taxing the living 
and the dead, which results in an economic death 
spiral, is good for business (the business of 
government!).   

We know how this story ends.  Several commercial 
space companies have already moved out of state 
and Venoco has declared bankruptcy! 
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   Local governments get some monies from the 

state and federal government for programs, albeit, 
most of those funds come with strings attached!  The 
bread and butter discretionary dollars come from 
property and sales taxes.  In fact, county government 
gets upwards of 90% of their discretionary money 
from property taxes.  In that regard, the value of 
properties and assets is important to all of us, as this 
is the source of funding for critical services in our 
region, including fire and police. 

Santa Barbara County is in the midst of some 
extremely important litigation regarding the huge tax 
value of relatively few properties.  The dispute 
concerns $7 billion in assessments that are under 
appeal.  Local government entities, including the 
county, the county fire department and local schools 
would receive some $70 million if the county gets all it 
is asking for.  The appeals involve several oil 
companies and United Launch Alliance which 
operates from Vandenberg Air Force Base.  

The oil companies are appealing their assessments 
for a variety of reasons, including the drop in the price 
of oil, along with the domino effect of the Plains 
pipeline shutdown.  The bottom line?  Oil that is stuck 
in the ground and idled oil infrastructure isn’t worth as 
much in abeyance.   

I don’t pretend to understand the complexities of how 
commercial space property is assessed, including 
satellites and rockets worth hundreds of millions of 
dollars that have been launched into space.  What I 
do know is this!  The county supervisors have the 
tendency to root for their bulldog attorneys to bring 
home the bacon, whereas, I am more inclined to root 
for the poor schmucks still trying to do business in the 
highest taxed state in the union!   

To whatever degree the county wins the battle they 
will lose the war.  In other words, the cost of taxes, 
and this litigation, can serve to discourage companies 
from doing business here altogether!  Other states 
and nations have launch facilities, just like other areas 
have oil resources.  If these companies end up 
shutting down their operations and moving elsewhere, 
that reflects more than $100 million in lost property 
taxes to local governments, not to mention the lost 
wages, and the multiplier effect. 
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   I was informed that the big waste digester the 

county is building at the county dump known as the 
Tajiguas landfill is in a heap of trouble. You know, the 
one sitting smack dab along the “pristine” Gaviota 
Coast, where homes and barns can’t be built less they 
destroy the uninterrupted view of dozers moving trash 
piles, and falcons hunting the seagulls scavaging for a 
meal! 

Just as the county was in the process of securing fi-
nancing to build the 100 plus million-dollar plant (the 
facility has already gone through the environmental 
review process and the construction bid has been 
awarded) they have hit the proverbial brick wall.  As it 
turns out, a funny thing happened on the way to Wall 
Street, the county discovered that the construction 
site was in the dreaded Coastal Zone, the place 
where projects go to die! 

Here is the text of the county’s stiff upper lip talking 
points email, complete with a couple of parenthetical 
comments from yours truly: 

“The County and its partners are focused on ensuring 
that its long-term waste management needs are met 
and that the Tajiguas Resources Recovery Project 
(TRRP) is operational to meet state regulations and 
long before the landfill reaches its capacity in 2026. 
The TRRP will reduce the amount of trash, up to 60 
percent, buried at the landfill.  It will also reduce 
Green House Gas Emissions (GHG) equivalent to tak-
ing more than 22,000 passenger vehicles off the road 
annually.  The TRRP remains the preferred alternative 
for managing the region's waste in an environmentally 
responsible/sustainable manner (no matter how much 

Trash Digester Suffers Obfuscatory Acid Reflux          

By Andy Caldwell 
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it costs).  
Currently, the Project has encountered a delay; how-
ever, staff and project partners are working diligently 
to move the project forward. The team is working on 
several options seeking the most expedient and ap-
propriate course that will bring the project into suc-
cessful completion. While finalizing the documentation 
to finance the TRRP, the County became aware of a 
technical planning issue (read that the kiss of death!), 
essentially that the boundary line to mark the Coastal 
Zone used in the design and approval of the TRRP 
was inconsistent with the boundary originally estab-
lished by the State when the Coastal Act was imple-
mented in 1976. The inconsistency was found by 
County staff and upon discovery they contacted the 
financing underwriters for full disclosure and transpar-
ency. The financing has stopped for this time. 

We are analyzing potential costs and timing associat-
ed with the options. In the next 45 days, we hope to 
have a preliminary analysis completed and be able to 
give a more comprehensive update that includes a 
new timeline for the project. County staff will evaluate 
options and then resume the bond offer. One of the 
paths forward being considered is moving a portion of 
the facility further inland on County property.” (Read 
that it’s easier to move a facility than a line on a map!) 

Stay tuned.  This drama is far from over.  Some good-
ie two shoes will certainly force another round of envi-
ronmental review for this project at ratepayer ex-
pense!  
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Honoring All Our Memories          

By Andy Caldwell 

heart of this president to achieve a lasting peace and 
bind up the nation’s wounds by way of caring for all of 
those who bore the battle, their widows and orphans, 
with malice towards none and charity for all. 

Instead of a malicious, furtive purging of our history, 
we would be better off rekindling a spirit in, and of, 
America, that espouses, values and embodies charity 
for all.  Moreover, how about returning to the faith of 
Lincoln?  It was his faith that helped him understand 
the signs of the times by way of the wisdom and mani-
fest will of God who holds the destiny of nations in his 
hand.  
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   Holidays are the occasion to celebrate our bonds, 

values, and history.  Memorial Day began in the after-
math of the Civil War as Decoration Day; a day to 
decorate the graves of those who died in the 
war.  Unfortunately, we are living in a time when our 
bonds are breaking, our values are disappearing, and 
we are abandoning our history.  Nowhere is this more 
evident than in the American South where civil war 
monuments are being removed. 

The muddled politically correct mind set in America 
these days contends these monuments serve as a 
form of celebration and respect of the leaders who 
defended the institution of slavery.  Whereas, there is 
certainly some truth to this shallow perception, the 
monuments represent something more important than 
all that.  Whether they wore blue or grey, they were all 
Americans.  Regardless, removing the monuments 
will not clear our collective conscience concerning 
slavery but their presence serves as a reminder of the 
cost of eliminating slavery and preserving the union. 

Every time I visit Washington, D.C., one of the high-
lights is visiting the Lincoln memorial.  Like many 
Americans, I consider Lincoln to be one of our great-
est presidents.  One key to appreciating and under-
standing his greatness has to do with his world view 
which was shaped by his faith.  Therein, lies the rele-
vance of the words inscribed on the inside wall of the 
memorial- the text of the Gettysburg Address and Lin-
coln’s second inaugural address. 

One controversy that ignited the Civil War had to do 
with whether the institution of slavery would be ex-
panded into new territories of the United States.  The 
bigger issue was whether states were free to leave 
the union due to the overreach of the federal govern-
ment.  Yet, there was another reason for the war that 
President Lincoln surmised.  This had to do with his 
faith in the provident justice of God as it relates to the 
affairs of men and the destiny of nations. 

If you read the second inaugural, it has to do with Lin-
coln’s suspicion that the blood spilled in the civil war 
was God’s retribution and comeuppance to a nation 
that had spilled the blood of slaves.  Moreover, he 
perceived the cost of the war served to nullify the 
wealth that had been accrued by the sweat of 
slaves.  Finally, and most importantly, it was in the 



Walker Wilson & Hughen, 

CPA’s  
Tax Preparation and Planning, Trusts 

and Estate Planning  

1201 E. Ocean Ave. Lompoc, CA. 

805-736-7534 

All Farmers Lives Matter            

By Andy Caldwell 

boom and bust business.  Few families make it to the 
third generation.  Most of the kids wise up and move 
on to other occupations.  In California, this has to do 
with the cost of land, labor, regulations and tax-
es.  Ironically, these burdens emanate from Sacra-
mento but Assemblywoman Limon doesn’t want to 
talk about that! 

Please understand that farmers do not dictate their 
prices to grocery stores.  They simply must take what 
the market is paying.  And, they must compete with 
growers in Mexico and elsewhere, where wages can 
be one tenth of what they are here, regulations are 
fewer, and labor is in great supply.  To survive, farm-
ers must become the best in the business to be able 
to withstand huge losses overtime as it takes millions 
of dollars to bring crops to market.  Farmers never 
have a guarantee that a profit will be made. 

My favorite new quote, attributed to Groucho Marx, 
speaks to the error of Assemblywoman Limon’s bill: 
“Politics is the art of looking for trouble, finding it eve-
rywhere, diagnosing it incorrectly, and applying the 
wrong remedy”.   

Affirmative action will not transform farming into a 
profitable business opportunity for the needy!  Quite 
the opposite.  The truth is, all farmers are equally eco-
nomically disadvantaged!  Not because of prejudice, 
but because of markets, weather, regulations, taxes, 
wages, competition, and the State’s absconding of our 
farmer’s water rights and supplies! 
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   The Farmer Equity Act of 2017 (AB1348) is coau-

thored by local Assembly representative Monique 
Limon.  The bill is a ridiculous affirmative action pro-
gram for farmers which reeks of ignorance.  

The bill specifically says that, “as a result of prejudice, 
farmers of color and women, comprise a socially dis-
advantaged group that own less land and who get 
less help from our government”.  “These socially dis-
advantaged farmers and ranchers have been subject-
ed to racial, ethnic, or gender prejudice because of 
their identity as members of a group without regard to 
their individual qualities”.  These groups include Afri-
can Americans, Native Americans, Alaskan natives, 
Hispanics, Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians and 
Pacific Islanders.  Lost on the sponsors of this 
bill?  Most farmers come from a family farming herit-
age because nobody can afford to get into and stay in 
farming otherwise!  If certain people groups are not 
represented in California, that has to do with historical 
migration patterns of people groups, not prejudice! 

I actually don’t expect Monique Limon to know much 
of anything about either the real world or agriculture 
since she apparently has never had a job in the pri-
vate sector having spent her entire career in academ-
ia.  Yet, I do blame her for projecting her skewed ani-
mus on both the history and present day status of the 
“socially disadvantaged people” of agriculture in this 
state.  

If Assembly member Limon knew anything about agri-
culture she would know that the vast ranchos in Cali-
fornia were all owned at one time by Spaniards and 
Mexicans.  Over time, the properties in our region 
came under the ownership of the Swiss, Portuguese, 
Filipinos, Japanese, Chinese, Mexican, and Dutch 
families all of whom emigrated to this country without 
speaking a lick of English.  Moreover, speaking of so-
cially disadvantaged farmers, California also experi-
enced the brunt of the Okie migration during the dust 
bowl.  In fact, one of the most amazing photographs 
of that era, taken by Dorothea Lange, was taken at a 
pea picker’s camp in Nipomo.  Perhaps, Ms. Limon 
and her colleagues could take an afternoon off and 
watch “The Grapes of Wrath” or the Woodie Guthrie 
story “Bound for Glory” to understand that being a 
broke farmer has nothing to do with color or gender. 

Ms. Limon fails to understand is that farming is a 



The Viral Virulent Marriage Killer     

By Andy Caldwell 

her  partner wants to take no responsibility for his ad-
diction.  Eventually, any semblance of a relationship 
based on mutual respect is destroyed. 

Thanks to the internet, pornography today is the drug 
of choice for upwards of 30% of young males.  Twenty
-four percent of men ages 18-30 years old, and 10% 
of 13-year-olds, admit they are addicted, while a near 
majority live in denial of how bad their problem 
is!  Upwards of 30% of all internet traffic is porn relat-
ed which means a fix is available 24/7 for these ad-
dicts in the privacy of their home or work cubicle!   

The result of this pathology is that regular life can no 
longer compete with and deliver the same high as 
does porn.  The ability to maintain an intimate rela-
tionship with a real person becomes impossible.  As is 
the case with other destructive addictive habits, the 
first step towards freedom is admitting the problem, 
not for gaining sympathy but to begin recovery.  Help 
is available by way of professional intervention, full 
disclosure and accountability to one’s partner, and the 
recognition that the 1960's mantra of “do it, if it feels 
good” was nothing less than a narcissistic, hedonistic 
prescription for personal and familial destruction.  
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   There is a silent, viral and virtual drug epidemic 

that is destroying lives, marriages and families in 
America.  Four states have publicly declared it a 
health hazard!  This virtual drug is addictive, destruc-
tive and ubiquitous, and it has the same powerful and 
debilitating effect on the brain as does cocaine!   

Unlike other drugs, it comes with no warnings of side 
effects and society pretty much shrugs off the dangers 
of this drug as we live in denial of the powerful       
destructive effect of the same.  The drug primarily  
appeals to males, especially young men, however, 
women are now starting to become addicted too.  The 
known and proven side effects include the inability to 
feel joy from the normal pleasures of life, erectile   
dysfunction, the inability to experience intimacy with 
one’s partner, along with the risk of losing your job 
and of course, your self-respect.  This drug you know 
as pornography.  

I have interviewed medical doctors, professors, psy-
chologists, and most recently, an addiction therapist, 
who have described in horrifying details the destruc-
tive power of porn in today’s society.  Consumers of 
pornography experience a rush of chemicals released 
into their brain that is associated with pleasure.  The 
high from the porn exposure, as is the case with     
cocaine, is so powerful that it serves to rewire the 
consumer’s brain!  The addict becomes a pathological 
mess.  The natural ability to feel pleasure declines as 
the addict becomes ever more dependent on pornog-
raphy just to feel normal.  And, over time, the need to 
satiate the ever-increasing appetite for the high sub-
jects the user to consume ever more powerful 
“doses”, as is the case with other drugs! 

Meanwhile, while the man is having a virtual affair 
with his latest internet sensation, his partner is being 
neglected and subject to abuse.  She is getting 
blamed coming and going for her partner’s inability 
and lack of desire for intimacy in the real world as she 
can’t compete with sex objects in the virtual 
world.  This virtual affair has the same impact as does 
a real-world affair.  The woman wonders why she was 
not satisfactory, why she can no longer please her 
partner.  She is pressured to assume the responsibil-
ity to satisfy her partner’s whims which are based on a 
medium of fantasy, abuse and degradation.  She   
becomes sullen and depressed.  Finally, she is      
encouraged and induced to take the blame because 
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Fish And Taxpayers In Hot Water    

By Andy Caldwell 

steelhead trout runs primarily because upwards of 
one million fish per year were planted in the river to 
enhance the run!  When Congress authorized the 
construction of the dam, to provide water to the South 
County, they acknowledged the trout run would 
end.  In the meantime, ratepayers in the county paid 
back the feds for the cost of the dam construction, 
having no idea that decades down the road, the feds 
would come back and act like they own the wa-
ter!  Today, the feds consider the best use of the wa-
ter is for the few fish that remain left in the water-
shed.  Think about that the next time you order 
“endangered” trout in a restaurant!   

Please contact Congressman Salud Carbajal and ask 
Congress to save the water for you!  
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   It is safe to assume that most Americans agree 

with the original goal of the Endangered Species Act, 
namely, that we will do everything within our power to 
ensure that no species goes extinct.   Unfortunately, 
the authority of the Act was expanded to protect vari-
ous subspecies of the species even if the species it-
self was not endangered!  An example?  Flies and 
weeds are on the endangered species list even 
though we have no shortage of either in this 
world.  Moreover, the Act has morphed into a mecha-
nism to control the use of land and water. 

Locally, we are protecting Santa Barbara County 
Tiger Salamanders, a sub-species of tiger salaman-
ders, which is a subspecies of salamanders.  But, 
wait, there is more!  Within Santa Barbara County, we 
are protecting the next level of sub-species by protect-
ing so called meta-populations of Santa Barbara 
County Salamanders!  The claim is that each popula-
tion of salamanders who frequent different ponds are 
themselves unique sub-species too!  All this, even 
though you can buy buckets of Tiger Salamanders to 
use as fish bait (they call them waterdogs) in places 
like Minnesota.  Regardless, our local farmers can 
face prison time for disturbing this “endangered” spe-
cies. 

Now, I have been telling this story for a long time, but 
nobody in Santa Barbara seems to care as there are 
no South County restrictions arising from salaman-
ders.  But, brace yourselves, another abuse of the Act 
is going to cause your water bills to go even higher 
and your water supply to be reduced even more than 
was the case during the drought! 

This all has to do with the goal of the Federal govern-
ment to restore steelhead trout runs on the Santa 
Ynez River.  The feds are in the process of issuing a 
new biological opinion that is going to take away a 
vast amount of water from the South County and 
waste it on a cold-water fish who will have a tough 
time surviving in an artificially constructed warm river 
habitat that leaks like a sieve!  We are also expecting 
a huge waste of money (paid by ratepayers) to be 
spent trapping and trucking fish around Bradbury 
dam! 

A little history is in order.  Before Bradbury Dam was 
constructed, the Santa Ynez River was famous for 



Our Leaky Water Logic      

By Andy Caldwell 

be reserved for trout in the Santa Ynez River!  Having 
grown up in Lompoc, I can tell you a thing or two 
about the historic steelhead trout runs on the river that 
the federal government would like to see restored by 
way of absconding with this water.   

First, the natural fish runs were artificially augmented 
by the planting of upwards of one million juvenile trout 
per year in the upper reaches of the river.  Second, 
before there was a dam, the river would dry up leav-
ing fish stranded.  Third, when congress authorized 
the dam, they acknowledged the end of the trout runs 
and they were fine with that as they figured Lake Ca-
chuma would create another form of habitat for fish, 
including trout, thereby mitigating the impact of the 
dam on the environment.  Fourth, the only thing being 
accomplished by releasing water today is the creation 
of a temporary, leaky, holding pond for a handful of 
fish that have no chance to make it to the ocean and 
back except on the rare occasion when Cachuma 
spills during a flood event!   

It is high time we recognize the county has plenty of 
means by which to curtail growth in our region without 
having to artificially constrain our water supplies as a 
means of stopping development.  Moreover, the odds 
are Cachuma won’t spill anytime soon because we 
are releasing too much water annually for fish!  We 
would be better off building a hatchery or lining a 
creek bed so that the water is not wasted while we 
wait for a flood event. 
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   Last week, at the Board of Supervisor’s meeting, 

an interesting exchange took place concerning our 
water situation.  On the one hand, Supervisor Das 
Williams is worried that if Carpinteria buys extra state 
water, it will be used to facilitate growth on the coast 
that would otherwise be denied due to a lack of wa-
ter.  Then you had some die-hard activists who are 
still fighting against the state water pipeline as they 
have done for decades.  Finally, there was yours truly 
reminding everyone that without the pipeline, we 
would have been left high and dry these last couple of 
years, having neither state water nor supplemental 
water which are both delivered by way of this same 
pipeline. 

In the middle of all this, the Board of Supervisors 
handed out a resolution honoring the life of Michael 
Towbes, the builder and philanthropist, who recently 
passed away.  During the presentation, Supervisor 
Williams pointed out that Mr. Towbes was the one 
person who steadfastly recognized the need for af-
fordable/workforce housing in Santa Barbara.  That 
prompted me to ask Supervisor Williams, just where 
will we get the water to serve new workforce hous-
ing?   

I hope residents of the South County realize that up-
wards of 90% of their water must be imported from 
the North County and/or Northern California.  And, 
most important, the federal agencies who control 
much of the water stored at Lake Cachuma are on the 
verge of demanding upwards of 60% of that water to 



Bail-reform Needed Given Justice System’s Realities   

By Steven Greenhut 
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   Virtually every American has watched enough TV 

cop dramas to know about the Miranda warning (“You 
have the right to remain silent …”) to understand that 
defendants are presumed innocent until proven other-
wise, and to know that our founding fathers believed it 
better to let 100 guilty people go free than to imprison 
one innocent person. 

Yet the criminal-justice system doesn’t always work 
that way. Too often, I hear from people—and even 
people who serve on juries—who believe that “if you 
haven’t done anything wrong, you’ve got nothing to 
fear.” It’s far more common for average, law-abiding 
citizens to think that those people who are entangled 
by the law must be guilty of something — and that the 
authorities rarely are mistaken or craven. A variety of 
local scandals casts doubt on placing such trust in the 
justice system. 

Reforming a complex system—actually, thousands of 
local, state and federal systems—is no easy task, es-
pecially given the outsize influence of the law-
enforcement lobbies in state capitols. Legislators don’t 
want to be at odds with their local police chiefs and 
they certainly don’t want to be the target of “soft on 
crime” hit mailers from police unions. 

Nevertheless, serious reform can happen, as we saw 
last year with passage of a new law that limits the 
ability of police agencies to take private property with-
out first obtaining a conviction through a disreputable 
practice known as civil asset forfeiture. In that case, 
concerns about fairness actually trumped fears about 
losing money. 

This year, another fairness-related criminal-justice 
issue is advancing in the Legislature in the form of two 
identical bills. The issue involves bail reform. The 
most I’ve thought about bail before this debate was 
from my short walks past the county courthouse, 
where several neon-signed storefronts offer “bail 
bonds” at the lowest rates and easiest terms. 

Going back to those TV dramas, we know that judges 
bang their gavel and declare that so-and-so, accused 
of car theft, can be released on, say, $100,000 bail. 
That means he—or his family members—will have to 
pay 10 percent of that amount to a bail bonds compa-
ny, which posts a bond guaranteeing the full amount if 

so-and-so skips town. Bail companies use “recovery 
agents” to track down those defendants who run 
away. If they don’t haul them to court, the companies 
forfeit the $100,000. 

Bail companies argue that the system saves money 

(Continued on page 20) 



Reality Check: Public Officials Specialize In Fecklessness, 
Incompetence And Cowardice Cont. 

Tea Party groups for years-long audits; Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Holder’s DOJ undermining the Fast and Furi-
ous gun smuggling investigation that led to one of the 
guns being used by Mexican drug lords to kill Border 
agent Brian Terry.  Holder was subsequently the only 
Attorney General in United States history to be held in 
contempt of Congress. 

But that’s not all… in California we have Gov. Jerry 
Brown, whose blind eye and deaf ear to political cor-
ruption has not only been at a significant high, but the 
three indicted state Senators and public officials under 
his “leadership” met with very little in the way of pun-
ishment, or even admonishment, according to the 
Sacramento Bee. Brown’s been instead obsessed 
with his own feckless legacy  - whichever of the cor-
rupt mega-projects that is… the unnecessary high 
speed rail, or the equally unnecessary Delta Tunnels 
project… or global warming policies, single payer 
health care plans, EPA on steroids, or his Attorney 
General Xavier Becerra on radicalism roids…. Jerry 
Brown and his tone deaf elitist rule of anarchy will 
lead to a storming of the Bastille – that is if there are 
any criminals left in the prison, after Brown’s policies 
allowing “low level” offenders out. 

The leftist, political incorrectness, madness, group 
think, denial, corrupt political class will face a nasty 
comeuppance soon, and it won’t be merciful. I regu-
larly hear from the decent, hard working, taxpaying, 
honest citizens who are fed up with being hung out to 
dry as easy marks for crooks, criminals and the terror-
ists, by corrupted politicians. 

Terrorism is only “part and parcel” of urban life for elit-
ist politicians who have no plan or desire to put a stop 
to criminal corruption, violence, criminal activity or ter-
rorism.  

Katy Grimes, Investigative Reporter and Senior Corre-
spondent at FLASHREPORT  
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The Orlando police were told not to pursue Orlando 
terrorist shooter Omar Mateen for “15 or 20 minutes 
— could’ve been longer” until SWAT arrived, accord-
ing to MSN. “After an initial burst of fire between Omar 
Mateen and a security guard at the Pulse nightclub, a 
group of five to six police officers arrived on the scene 
within minutes, broke through a large glass window 
and entered the club as the killing of 49 people was 
underway inside, according to a Belle Isle police of-
ficer who was among the first responders.” 

This is as insane as the team of Special Forces pre-
pared to fly from Tripoli to Benghazi during the Sept. 
11, 2012 attacks being told “You can’t go,” by Obama 
administration Special Operations Command. 

Or several supporters of Donald Trump attacked by 
violent protesters as they left a downtown rally for the 
then-Republican nominee in San Jose, CA, while po-
lice were clearly ordered by San Jose Mayor Sam Lic-
cardo, a Hillary supporter, to stand by and observe. 
And observe is all they did as rally-goers were pum-
meled and attacked. 

Democrat/Leftist Mayors have turned so partisan and 
political, they are forgoing the safety and security of 
their citizens – even in the face of radical Islamic Ter-
rorism. 

Adding insult to injury, the California Legisla-
ture Assembly Rules Committee  – only months after 
the December 14, 2015 San Bernardino terrorist at-
tack by two Islamic extremist terrorists, in which 14 
people were murdered and more than 22 severely 
injured — actually passed Muslim Appreciation Day. 

So public officials tell police to stand down in the face 
of violence. Politicians ignore radical Islamic terrorism 
and order police to hold back on pursuit of radical, 
violent killers. Military special forces are told they can-
not do their job by politicized leaders. And politicians 
appease these extremists by passing meaningless 
resolutions honoring meaningless Muslim Apprecia-
tion days. 

One of these days, the people will wake up on the 
wrong side of the bed and be very cranky. And for 
good reason. 

We are still reeling from the IRS targeting patriotic 

(Continued from page 3) 
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the property tax, general sales tax, and transient 
occupancy tax. Gibson didn’t mention that the new 
budget contains $12.4 million in salary and benefit 
increases. Apparently he doesn’t think these erode 
the county’s ability to provide services. 

Gibson’s claim that the funding of SGMA planning will 
hurt the homeless and housing programs funded by 
the general fund is ludicrous. Except for some token 
grants to private not-for-profit social service agencies, 
the county relies almost entirely on federal funds for 
its homeless and related housing programs. As the 
budget document point outs in its Community 
Development Department presentation: 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of Community Development is to 
enhance the quality of life for San Luis Obispo County 
through programs that provide affordable housing, 
shelter and services for the homeless, economic 
development opportunities, and public improvements 
to benefit the communities that we serve. 

Note that, per the chart below, the county is investing 
zero general fund dollars in these programs, now and 

(Continued on page 21) 
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actual water, in their water bills. City water 
departments and independent water districts may 
incidentally use a small portion of their water 
revenues to fund long range water planning. SGMA is 
a form of long range strategic water planning. 

Gibson’s false reasoning political ploy is based on his 
theory that rural residents on wells are not paying for 
their water since they do not pay bills to a water utility. 
The fact is that they pay for their water by drilling 
wells, maintaining wells, and paying energy costs for 
pumping. They too are already taxed by the county 
water district for strategic water planning, which now 
includes SGMA. 

What difference does it make, in this case, if you pay 
for your water in a monthly utility bill or in the form of 
the costs of developing and operating your own well? 

Gibson further asserts that new budget appropriations 
for SGMA planning by the county will erode other 
services as the new funding will displace existing or 
increased funding for other services such as “public 
safety, affordable housing, homeless services, and 
mental health and addiction programs.” 

Of course, the county already has a special tax on 
construction of market rate homes to fund affordable 
housing. It will put $11.7 million of general fund 
dollars, mostly unrequired overmatch, into the $69.7 
million Behavioral Health Department budget which is 
supposed to be primarily funded by Med-Cal and 
other federal and state tax dollars, which you annual 
pay in your income taxes and sales taxes. 

In fact the new proposed 2017-18 budget is already 
on the street and shows increases in the very general 
fund areas that Gibson said would be shorted. 

·         Fire Department, up $1,355,000 

·         District Attorney, up $700,000 

·         Probation, up $562,000 

·         Behavioral Health, up $292, 000 

·         Social Services, up $1,575,000 

·         Public Health, up $762,000 

Remember, these are new dollars which come from 

(Continued from page 7) 
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because a private entity, rather than the government, 
is assuring compliance. But critics of “money bail” ar-
gue that it actually is costly to taxpayers, because a 
large percentage of defendants can’t come up with 
the cash and end up spending long periods of time in 
jail. Those jail stays are costly, and the wheels of   
justice turn slowly. But reform isn’t solely about mon-
ey. It’s about justice. 

People accused of a crime are presumed innocent. 
They often actually are innocent. Critics often focus 
on this unfair situation: A poor person accused of a 
relatively minor crime might be stuck in jail, while a 
wealthy person accused of a serious crime can walk 
away after posting money bail. The American Civil 
Liberties Union points to racial and ethnic disparities 
in the system, which are concerning. Families go 
deep into debt to free loved ones. But these issues 
are not the main problem. 

“A study, using data from state courts, found that de-
fendants who were detained for the entire pretrial peri-
od were over four times more likely to be sentenced to 
jail, and over three times more likely to be sentenced 
to prison than defendants who were released at some 
point pending trial,” according to a 2013 report from 
the Laura and John Arnold Foundation. 

Why are those unable to post bail more likely to face 
prison time? 

Because they are more likely to agree to a plea bar-
gain. If you’re stuck in jail, you can’t go to work, pay 
the rent or take care of your kids. Rather than lose 
one’s job or apartment, and have Child Protective 
Services take custody of the children, defendants of-
ten will accept a deal. The system already is stacked 
in the prosecution’s favor, and the money bail system 
puts a heavy thumb on the scales of justice. 

Senate Bill 10 by Sen. Bob Hertzberg, D-Van Nuys, 
and Assembly Bill 42 by Assemblyman Rob Bonta, D-
Oakland, would largely replace the money bail system 
with a system based on an assessment of the individ-
ual risk defendants pose — rather than the size of 
their bank accounts. It doesn’t totally eliminate money 
bail, which is protected in the state constitution, but it 
reduces how often it’s used. 

(Continued from page 17) 

The bills are in appropriations committees because of 
their cost, but are still alive despite lobbying by the 
bail industry, which understandably views them as an 
existential threat. Pass or fail, it’s only a matter of time 
before the state changes the current pretrial release 
system. That’s a good thing for anyone who wants to 
make our justice system a more just system. 
 
Steven Greenhut is Senior Fellow and Western  
Region Director for the R Street Institute 
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historically. They are primarily funded by federal taxes. 

 

By way of trivialization, Gibson’s letter states that 
based on his $2 million price estimate for SGMA 
planning, the cost to city residents would be $7.14 
per capita for the first year. This is less than the 
price of two Starbuck’s café lattes ($4.25 apiece). 

For whatever reason the fake principle , which he is  

now asserting,  was not an issue for Gibson when 
the county expended $1 million dollars of its water 
district funding to attempt to force the AB 2453 
water district upon residents of the Paso Basin. Nor 
did he complain when the county contracted in 2004 
to pay $1.2 million per year in debt service for 
unallocated Nacimiento aqueduct water which was 
being held on behalf of contracting cities and water 
utility districts. 

It is estimated that over 12 years, and prior to the cities and districts contracting for the unused water 
allocations, the county paid $14 million out of the county water district budget. Similarly rural unincorporated 
residents have paid for construction and operation of the Central Coast Aqueduct from which they do not 
receive any benefit. 

Worse yet, how many county water district and general fund dollars has the county expended in legal fees and 
experts on attempting to defeat its own citizens who are defending their constitutional water rights through the 
Paso Robles Water Basin Quiet Title Acton? It could end up amounting to hundreds of thousands or more. 

Gibson’s whole effort is a cheesy red herring charade. Hopefully the city councils will not be suckered into the 
Gibson-Hill swamp.  

Mike Brown is the government affairs director of the Coalition of Labor Agriculture and Business (COLAB) of 
San Luis Obispo County. He had a 42 year career as a city manager and county executive officer in four states 
including California  
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